
CARR - 683 

JAMES BEACHAM HOUSE 

1127 Avondale Road 
Westminster vicinity 

mid-19th century 

private 

The James Beacham House is depicted on the 1862 map as 

Beacham's Station, the only structure shown being the 

residence of J. Beacham. The 1877 map shows three buildings 

owned by J. W. Beacham along the Western Maryland Railroad. 

There is evidence that the house now standing there was 

previously owned, and may have been built by, an Adam or 

Issac Gilbert. The house has been enlarged in the late 

nineteenth century that included the addition of Victorian-

style ornamentation such as the gabled dormer with patterned 

glass windows. A more recent remodeling led to the demoli-

tion of the front porch and covering of the structure in 

asphalt siding. 

----- - ----- -------------- -- -------------- ----- --------



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name {indicate preferred name) 

historic James W. Beacham Hous.e 

and/or common West Avondale 

2. Location 

street & number 1127 Avondale Road 

city, town Westminster 

state 
Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
~ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
__ public 
~private 
__ both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

~ vicinity of 

county 

st.,tus 
~occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
_ x yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

Survey No. C&\.R-683 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Carroll 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
_ educational 
_entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ not for publication 

Sixth 

__ museum 
__ park 
~ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner. of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Pi1illip S. Beacham 

street & number 1127 Avondale Road telephone no.: 848-8428 

city, town Westminster state and zip code MD 21157 

S. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Carroll County Courthouse Annex liber 

street & number 55 North Court Street folio 

city, town 
Westminster 

state 
Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 
Westminster Planning District Survey 

date August 1983 __ federal __ state ~ county __ local 

depository for survey records Maryland Historical Trust 

city, town 
Annapolis 

state 
Maryland 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
~good 
__ fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
~unaltered 
__ altered 

Check one 
~ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. CARR-683 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

SUMMARY: The James W. Beacham House is a mid-19th century structure that represents 
both the farmhouse and railroad siding elements of a prosperous Carroll County family. 
The house was originally built in the mid-19th century, and was remodeled and added 
to by James W. Beacham in the 1860s, which included Victorian period elements such as 
a central gabled dormer and a full-length porch (now removed). 

DESCRIPTION: The James W. Beacham House is located on the north side of Avondale 
Road approximately .4 miles west of Stone Chapel Road. The house faces the Western 
Maryland Railroad tracks and was part of a railroad siding complex operated by the 
Beacham family. 

The main facade of the house faces south and is six bays wide. Entrances 
are located in the second bay from each and with two-over-two sash windows in the 
other bays of the main facade. Centrally-located on the roof is a gabled dormer 
with a two-section window that has ornamental panes on the upper sash. The house 
had a full-length porch which was removed in the 20th century. The building is 
constructed of frame on a stone foundation. The original exterior finish was 
weatherboard which has been covered with asphalt siding. The gable roof is covered 
in standing seam sheet metal. 



8. Significance Survey No. CARR-683 

..,eriod 
__ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
---y 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Ar·eas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
~- agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
-~ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
-- art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

mid-19th Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B c D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

SUMMARY: The James W. Beacham House is an excellant example of a railroad siding 
and farm property from the late nineteenth century. The Beacham family purchased 
the property at the time the Western Maryland Railroad was being planned in this 
area. With its construction in 1862, the Beachams created a siding known as Beacham's 
Station on the Martenet's Map of Carroll County. The property was operated as a 
-~mily farm and dairy business, but with its access to the railroad also served 
a a shipper for other farmers as well as a post office. The family also manufactured 

and sold ice cream for which it was prominently known during the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries. The property is still in the Beacham family's ownership 
and operated as a farm and orchard. 

HISTORY: The James W. Beacham property displays a railroad siding that served 
the region farmers and that has remained practically unaltered from the time of the 
railroad's arrival in 1862. Unlike many railroads sidings which then grew into 
villages, Beacham's Station continued as a family farm and remains in the 
same family's ownership today. It was a diversified farming operation which included 
dairying, an ice cream manufactory, and orchard. The location of the railroad siting 
also made it a shipping station for the regions farmers as well as a post office. 

The farm was known as "West Avondale" and was featured in a February 
27, 1886 newspaper article in the Democratic Advocate series on prominent Carroll 
County farms. The article described the background of the property and its farming 
operation. James W. Beacham bought the property in 1859 or 1860 from James E. 
Dorsey and it consisted of 228 acres with a frame house. Mr. Beacham was a farmer 
and carpenter from Pikesville who came to Carroll County in 1859. He constructed 
a modern addition to the house and at that time the house's appearance was two 
stories high with an L-shaped plan with a large porch extending the whole length 
of the front of the house. Other buildings on the property included a 40 by 70 
foot bank barn with cattle shed, a wagon shed, carriage house, hog house, and 
poultry house. 

The Beacham house was prominently known for its ice cream manufacturing. 
The property had a dairy building of brick with a stone floor that was cooled by a 
stream of pure water piped into the dairy from a nearby spring. The dairy business 
and ice cream manufactory was begun in 1865. The machinery at that time was driven 
by water power. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. CARR-683 

Democratic Advocate "West Avondale - The Residence of James W. Beacham" February 27, l..,_J 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name _______ _ Quadrangle scale _______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I Bw I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ ~l~------1 I.__.___.__.....__ ....... _ D LLI I I I I 
EL...LJ I I I.___.___._. ____ _ F Li_J I 
G LLl I I !.___.___.__. _____ _ H Li_J 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Joe Getty 

organization Carroll County Department of Planning date 
October 1984 

street & numbe/25 North Center Street telephone 
· 848-4.Sbo 

city or town Westminster state MD 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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Inventory-Nomination Form 
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OMB No. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 
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Cream from the area's farmers was used in the manufacturing of the ice cream. Milk 
that was not used was shipped by rail to various markets. Ice cream was also shipped 
by rail, particulary during the summer season, and large markets were found in 
Baltimore, Washington, D. C., and resort area's such as Blue Ridge Summit and Pen-Mar 
Park. The ice cream was also popular at picnics, Sunday school festivals, harvest 
homes, church festivals, private parties and other activities in the Carroll County 
region. 

The newspaper also describes the farming operation on the Beacham property 
including the dairy herd, and the black Essex's hog operation. 
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The James Beacham House is depicted on the 1862 map as 

Beacham' s Station, the only structure sho\,'n being the 

residence of J. Beacham. 
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DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

225. N. Center Street 
Westminster. Maryland 21157 

WESTMINSTER PLANNING DISTRICT 

FIELD SHEET- HISTORIC RESOURCES SURVEY 

rt.'~• ~ t.<--

SUFVEY NUMBER: 

NEGATIVE FILE NU1'IBER: 

UTY. REFERENCES: 
Zone/Easting/Northing 

u. s. G • s. QUAD . MAP : A \ LJ ' 
l\J w "''' <J'\. 

PRESENT FORMAL NAME: 
-:f c.-"' ~"• "A ""' Un •• .c.. 

ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME: 
C.1 I ~' \- l~t.. 

PRESENT us : "' ~ ..L,.. CL 

ORIGINAL USE: "··•'-l,,, ...... 
ARCHITECT/ENGINEER : 

U LDER CONTRACTOR: 

OWNER: \)\...,\\ ,p S.\SwLCl .... ~r 
\\t 1 A.,r-J <l..lt 'R A 

c,e. .. c B Roye._ 
T~vJ ree 

)\I••"'} 

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE: 
ADDRESS: Excellent ( ) Good ( ) 

1. i .\ ... , }I I) Fair ( ) Poor ( ) 

ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC : 

' 

State 
DATE BUILT : l I 

""' · • 1l1~~ u .... -n.... 
DESCRIPTION: 

Structural System 
l. Foundation: Stone fa-? Brick ( ) Concrete ( ) Concrete Block ( ) 
2. Wall Structure 

A. Wood : Log ( ) Post and Beam C-0 Balloon ( ) 
B. Wood Bearing Masonry: Brick ( ) Stone ( ) Concrete ( ) Concrete Block ( ) 
C. Iron ( ) D. Steel ( ) E. Other 

3. Wall Covering: Weatherboard ( ) German Siding ( ) Board and Batten ( ) 
Wood Shingle ( ) Shiplap ( ) Novelty ( ) Stucco ( ) Sheet Metal ( ) 
Aluminum ( ) ARphalt Shingle V') Brick Veneer ( ) Stone Veneer ( ) 
Bonding Pattern: Other: 

4. Roof Structure 
A. Truss: Wood V<) Iron ( ) Steel ( ) Concrete ( ) 
B. Other: 

5. Roof Covering: Slate ( ) Wood Shingle ( ) Asphalt Shingle ( ) Sheet Metal (>Y 
Built Up ( ) Rolled ( ) Tile ( ) Other: 

6. Engineering Structure: 
7. Other : 

Appendages : Porches (><) Towers ( ) Cupolas ( ) Dormers ( ) 
Ells ( ) Wings ( ) Other: 

Roof Style : Gable ~ Hip ( ) Shed ( ) Flat ( ) Mansard ( ) 
Saw Tooth ( ) With Monitor ( ) With Bellcast ( ) 
With False Front ( ) Other: 

Chimneys ( ) Sheds ( ) 

Gambrel ( ) Jerkinhead ( ) 
With Parapet ( ) 

Number of Stories: 1. 1
/ ~. 

Number of Bays : ----(;.;.--"-x-"--"2.--------
Approxima t e Dimensions: 

Entrance Location : A,.,\ ~ .ft. 
~--'-..;..._~--~~~-.--( ~~ 

----------~ 

THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES: 
No Threat JY) Zoning ( ) Roads ( ) 
Development ( ) Deterioration ( ) 
Alteration ( ) Other : 

Positive~ Negative ( ) 
Mixed ( ) Other : 



.ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

\~ ~ - J.~ u..\....\~ '~"""~('~ 0 """" f4t"tit - p~\t"""°",J 'J L,.., WI ,I .... ~ 

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe) 

J c,,\~ ~ .. ......._ .. ,\. ~'°""' ..._J yv-.• .\.-i, .,,~, - <.A~.ul :-.l .. \ ,,,1( fq """' \u""( • .. ~L. {, 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

i;\.,~-. tM-\0 vl .... \ .... J L,,cl ... 
6 

J -i.u .. J•"LL. 

REFERENCES: 
1862 Martenet 's Map: -:. B.<.cc L.,"' · lu .. '""' ·~ !.,, .. \,,, 
1877 LG & S Atlas: J. LJ. \3.""'"'"L""' (~ 1.IJy\ 

"1,.\\.~ B,.;\,~ ~ '>...,,.. .J - \~ .. ~. Se,,,\~ t. l11 \," 
J 

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: 
~en Lane ( )Woodland ( )Scattered Buildings() 

Jerately Built Up ( )Densely-Built Up ( ) 
Residential ( ) Commercial ( ) 
Agricultural ( ) Industrial ( ) 
Roadside Strip Development ( ) 
Other: 

RECORDED BY : 

...-.. , {.;ft, 
ORGANIZATION: ~ 

DATE RECORDED: ' 
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NEW WINDSOR, MD. 
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2. Carroll County, Maryland 
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6 . North and west elevations (camera 

facing southeast) 
7 . 1/1 


