
CARR-75 

Samuel McKinstry Mill House, (Zumbrun House) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 

 

Last Updated: 11-08-2012 



CARR-75 

Samuel McKinstry Mill House 
McKinstry's Mill 1849 

Summary: 

George Pusey built a log mill at this site in 1796 and in 1814 sold it to Evan 
McKinstry. Evan sold the property, 44 acres, to Samuel McKinstry in January, 1840 for 
$8,000. Samuel shortly began a program of improvements to the property that included a 
new mill in 1844 (CARR-74), this house in 1849, renovations to his existing house in 1849-
50 and another house in 1850. The house is an interesting blend of German and English 
features. On the exterior it seems typically English and late Federal, yet it is banked, with a 
kitchen in the cellar, which is more common of German houses. The stairway seems to be 
unique for Carroll County. The floor plan is an adaptation of the three-room, center-passage 
plan, with the ell room extending into the main block of the house rather than having the 
south room take up the entire space. This shows a unique manipulation of space not seen 
elsewhere in the County. Samuel and Mary's oldest son, Mordecai bought the mill property 
in 1871. He seems always to have lived in Union Bridge and leased out the mill operation. 
In the early 1880's it was being run by Jacob Zumbrun & Sons and in the mid-1890's by W. 
R. Zumbrun & Co. Willis R. Zumbrun lived in this house in the mid-90's, and it is likely 
that the Zumbrun's occupied it from as early as 1862. The mill and house were sold to 
Willis Zumbrun in 1915 and the house remained in the Zumbrun family until 1980. 



Survey No. CARR-75 

MARYLAND INVENTORY OF 
Maryland Historical Trust HISTORIC PROPERTIES 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form D0E _*es _no 

I a Name ( i n d i c a t e p re fe r red name) 

historic Samuel McKinstry Mi l l House 

and/or common Zumbrun House 

2. Location 

street & number 1498 M c K i n s t r y M i l l Road not for publication 

city, town M c K i n s t r y ' s M i l l vicinity of congressional district 

state Maryland county C a r r o l l 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district . public X occupied agriculture museum 
f; building(s) _ private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational X private residence 
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious 
object in process _X_ yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
Xnot app l i cab l e np military other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of a l l owners) 

name William and Patricia Ruth 

street & number 1498 McKinstry Mill Road telephone no.: 848-3876 

city, town Union Bridge state and zip code MD 21791 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Courthouse Annex libej^WS 1107 

street & number 55 North Court S t r e e t f o l i o 477 

city, town Westminster state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date federal state county local 

m ^ ;ository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. DeSCriptiOn Survey No. CARR-75 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site 

_f£_good ruins X altered moved date o f move 
fair unexposed 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a genera l d e s c r i p t i o n of the r e source and i t s 
va r ious elements as i t e x i s t s today. 

Summary: 

The Samuel McKinstry Mill House is located at 1498 McKinstry's Mill Road in the 
village of McKinstry's Mill in western Carroll County, Maryland. The house faces east 
toward McKinstry's Mill Road. It is a five-bay by two-bay two-story brick structure with a 
center passage plan, a rubble stone foundation, and a standing-seam metal gable roof with a 
north-south ridge. The east elevation has stretcher bond brick. The first story has a center 
entrance with an eight-panel door that has side lights and a six-light transom. The door is 
flanked on each side by a fluted Greek Doric column. The center doorway is flanked on 
each side by two 6/6 double hung sash with marble sills. The porch is a one-story, three-bay 
structure centered on the east elevation. There are jigsawn foliate brackets. The second 
story has a center tripartite window with a 6/6 sash in the middle and a 2/2 sash in each 
flanker. The house is banked on the north elevation, with the foundation of the south 
elevation exposed. The south elevation has 5 to 1 common bond brick. The north elevation 
has Flemish bond brick. There is a marble date placque centered in the gable end. It is 
carved "Built by S.McKinstry 1849". The cellar under the ell has a kitchen. The center 
passage baseboards are marbleized. There is a dog leg run of open stringer stairs on the 
south wall. On the landing are five steps up on the south side towards the west which leads 
to a second landing at the western end of the passage. There are also five steps up to the 
east from the center landing to a landing and passage on the east. The northeast room has a 
fireplace centered on the north wall with a marbleized wood mantle that is dark with gold 
veining. The southeast room has centered on the south wall a fireplace. The mantel is 
identical to that in the northeast room and is marbleized in the same pattern as is found on 
the baseboards in the passage. The plaster surround is marbleized in a speckled pattern. 
About 20 feet southwest of the house is the smokehouse. It has 5-to-l common bond brick 
walls with a hip roof. There is a bank barn with a forebay that faces south. The gable roof 
has an east-west ridge. The upper story has a central threshing floor with a hay mow on 
each end and an outshot on the north, east of the doors. The four bents have three posts 
each which are mill sawn. The forebay is framed separately from the barn bents. 

Contributing Resources: 5 

The Samuel McKinstry Mill House is located at 1498 McKinstry's Mill Road in the 
village of McKinstry's Mill. It is located along Sam's Creek on the Carroll County border 
with Frederick County. It is about 23A miles west of New Windsor, 214 miles south of 
Linwood, and 2% miles southeast of Union Bridge in western Carroll County, Maryland. 
The house is located on the west side of the road on a slightly sloping lot that drains down to 
the south toward Sam's Creek. The house faces east toward McKinstry's Mill Road. It is a 



8. Significance survey NO. CARR-75 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 _X agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 _ 5 _ architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

X 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Specific dates 1849 Builder/Architect 

check: Applicable C r i t e r i a : _A B C _x_D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: _A _B C _D _E F G 

Level of S ign i f i cance : n a t i o n a l s t a t e x l o c a l 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of s ign i f i cance and a genera l s ta tement of h i s t o r y and 
suppor t . 

Summary: 

George Pusey built a log mill at this site in 1796 and in 1814 sold it to Evan 
McKinstry. Evan sold the property, 44 acres, to Samuel McKinstry in January, 1840 for 
$8,000. Samuel shortly began a program of improvements to the property that included a 
new mill in 1844 (CARR-74), this house in 1849, renovations to his existing house in 1849-
50 and another house in 1850. The house is an interesting blend of German and English 
features. On the exterior it seems typically English and late Federal, yet it is banked, with a 
kitchen in the cellar, which is more common of German houses. The stairway seems to be 
unique for Carroll County. The floor plan is an adaptation of the three-room, center-passage 
plan, with the ell room extending into the main block of the house rather than having the 
south room take up the entire space. This shows a unique manipulation of space not seen 
elsewhere in the County. Samuel and Mary's oldest son, Mordecai bought the mill property 
in 1871. He seems always to have lived in Union Bridge and leased out the mill operation. 
In the early 1880's it was being run by Jacob Zumbrun & Sons and in the mid-1890's by W. 
R. Zumbrun & Co. Willis R. Zumbrun lived in this house in the mid-90's, and it is likely 
that the Zumbrun's occupied it from as early as 1862. The mill and house were sold to 
Willis Zumbrun in 1915 and the house remained in the Zumbrun family until 1980. 

Geographic Organization: Piedmont 
Chronological/Development Period: Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870 
Historic Period Themes: Agriculture, Architecture 
Resource Types: Rural vernacular, Small family farm 

The Carroll Record history of McKinstry's Mills gives an accurate account of this 
house and its association with the mills, as far as can be determined. George Pusey built a 
log mill at this site in 1796 and in 1814 sold it to Evan McKinstry, a Quaker from 
Doylestown, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, who had worked at the Mt. Vernon Cotton Mills 
in White Hall, Baltimore County, Maryland. Evan married Joanne Lyons, also of 
Doylestown, and their second son, Samuel, was born near Baltimore on 18 June 1808. In 
1833 Samuel married Mary Ann Clemson. Evan sold the property, 44 acres, to Samuel in 
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Description (continued) Section 7 Page 2 

five-bay by two-bay, two-story brick structure with a center passage plan, a rubble stone 
foundation, and a standing-seam metal gable roof with a norm-south ridge. There is an 
interior brick chimney on each end. The east elevation has stretcher-bond brick. The first 
story has a center entrance with an eight-panel door. The two bottom panels are tall, though 
the other panels are square. The panels are sunk and flat, with a Greek ogee panel mould 
and a raised margin applied to each panel. The door has a marble sill, side lights with three 
lights over one panel, and a six-light transom. The door is flanked on each side by a fluted 
Greek Doric column. The head rail has a Greek ogee. The soffit has three panels and jambs 
have one panel at the transom level and four panels at the door level which align with those 
on the door. These panels are identical to those on the door. The door frame has a bullnose 
moulding. There is a wood lintel with projecting cornice trim and a Greek ogee-and-bead 
bed mould. The center doorway is flanked on each side by two 6/6 double-hung sash with 
marble sills, bullnose frames and lintels and trim identical to the doorway. The windows 
have exterior blinds, though some of the blinds have been removed. The foundation has 
diamond-in-section wood louvers in a mitered frame between the south and south-center 
bays. The stonework surrounding this opening has a smooth-cut face but irregular edges. It 
appears to be marble. Most of the front foundation is, in fact, ashlar, limestone or marble. 
There is another opening in between the north and north-center bays, but it is not possible to 
tell now what is in it because it is hidden by the porch. The porch is a one-story, three-bay 
structure centered on the east elevation. It has four square boxed posts on marble plinth 
blocks. The posts are narrower on the top half then at the bottom and have a cavetto 
moulding at the break. They also have chamfered corners on the top. The capital on each 
post has two smaller cavettos. There are also jigsawn foliate brackets and center pendant 
drops with a rosette on the outer face. The porch cornice frieze has a cavetto and ovolo 
moulding. The bed mould has a cavetto, an ovolo, and a cavetto. The wood box cornice 
has an ogee moulding and the roof has a half hip. The second story has a center tripartite 
window with a 6/6 sash in the middle and a 2/2 sash in each flanker. The mullions are 
paneled. The other four bays have identical 6/6 sash to those on the first story, with marble 
sills and identical lintels on all five bays. The wood box cornice has a Greek ogee-and-bead 
bed mould like those found on the window lintels. 

The house is banked on the north elevation, with the foundation of the south elevation 
exposed. The south elevation foundation is four bays. It has rubble limestone or marble 
with ashlar of the same material at the southeast corner. From west to east, in the west bay 
there is a beaded-interior-edge window frame with a wood sill, blinds, wood lintel, and a 6/6 
sash. Next, is a four-panel door with flush fielded panels that have no panel moulds. It is 
set in a beaded-interior-edge frame and has a cast iron Suffolk latch. It also has a marble sill 
and a wood lintel. The east-center bay has a small 3/3 sash in an ovolo-moulded frame. It 
has a stone sill and a wood lintel. The east bay has a beaded-interior-edge frame with a 
wood lintel and a marble sill. In this opening are beaded-edge, vertical-board double doors. 
Two old mill stones are set in front of the door. The first story has one course of a brick 
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water table and 5-to-l common bond brick. The bricks were striped. There was a three-
bay, one-story porch here that was deteriorated and replaced. The porch had a plaster 
ceiling and there are four pockets in the wall for the rafter ends. The brick wall on the east 
that supported this porch has been rebuilt. The west wall is rubble stone with an opening in 
it for a beehive oven. This oven apparently had a squirrel-tail flue, as there is an opening 
for the flue above the oven opening on the west side. The oven opening has an iron door on 
one center hinge and a metal rod that projects through the wall and apparently regulated the 
flue. This flue opening has a metal plate inside of it that moves to the east when the bar on 
the east is pulled. The first story is four bays, one of the bays being in the western ell. The 
west bay has a typical 6/6 sash set at the eastern edge of the ell. The west-center bay has a 
door with one light over two panels. The panels have sunk fields with Greek ogee-and-kick 
moulds. The door was reportedly moved here from the east-center bay. It also has a three-
light transom. There is one panel in the soffit, one panel on each jamb at the transom level, 
and one panel on each jamb at the door level. This door has the typical lintel and marble sill 
and a Greek ogee-and-bead on the head rail. The east-center bay has a door with two panels 
that have sunk fields with Greek ogee-and-kick panel moulds. It was reportedly moved from 
the west-center bay to this location. There is one panel on each jamb with a Greek ogee-
and-kick mould. The head rail has a Greek ogee and bead. There is also a three-light 
transom with one panel on each jamb and one on the soffit. The panel moulds match those 
on the jamb on the door level. The east bay has a typical 6/6 sash. The second story is also 
four bays with four typical 6/6 sash set over the first-story openings. The east-center bay is 
set just west of the gable ridge. The gable end has two four-light sash with marble sills and 
brick jack arches. 

The west elevation of the ell in the foundation has one 6/6 sash in the south bay with 
a beaded-interior-edge frame, a plain wood lintel, a wood sill, and blinds. The west 
elevation has 5-to-l common bond brick with striping. The first story has a 6/6 sash in the 
south bay, with a marble sill, a plain wood lintel, and a bullnose frame. There are no 
openings on the second story. The gable end has two four-light casements with a bullnose 
frame, marble sills, and brick jack arches. The box cornice has returns. The north 
elevation of the ell had a porch which is now enclosed with German siding. The west wall 
of the porch is brick. 

The west elevation of the main block, north of the ell, is two bays. The foundation 
has marble ashlar, in part, around the window openings. The north bay has a board, but 
originally had diamond-in-section wood louvers. The north-center bay still has these louvers 
with a three-light sash behind it. The first story has two 6/6 sash with a marble sill, plain 
wood lintels, and bullnose frames. Between the first and second stories are three put-log 
holes. The second story has two 6/6 sash identical to those in the first story. There is a 
wood box cornice with a Greek ovolo-and-bead bed mould. 
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The north elevation has Flemish bond brick. The foundation on this side is not 
exposed. Both the first and second stories have two typical 6/6 sash, one on each end. The 
gable end has two four-light sash in bullnose frames with marble sills. Over the window 
frames is a header course. There is a marble date placque centered in the gable end. It is 
carved "Built by S.McKinstry 1849". In each corner of the placque is a carved rosette. 

The cellar under the ell has a kitchen that had a wood floor. This floor was recently 
removed because it was deteriorated. It also had a lath and plaster ceiling. The kitchen 
fireplace is on the west wall and has a straight brick jamb on the north and a splayed brick 
jamb on the south. It has a wood mantle tree and a simple wood shelf. The walls in the 
cellar room are plastered. The window architraves have a broken field with a beaded 
interior edge and are mitered at the corners. There is a winder stair to the first story in the 
southwest corner. The north wall has a cupboard set to the west. This cupboard has paired 
doors with one sunk flat panel on each door. They are hung on cast iron butt hinges, 
marked with "Baldwin" and "Patent". This cupboard has vertical-board walls and four 
shelves. The cupboard is set into an opening in the stone wall and has a board wall to the 
back of it which is all that separates it from the exterior space under the side porch. 
According to the owner, there is a semicircular brick arch underneath of the porch just below 
the current level of the dirt. It is possible that this was a ground cellar, however it could not 
be determined at this date. The joists in this part of the cellar are mill sawn and run north-
south. They are 2Va to 2V4 inches wide by 8 to 8VS inches deep and are spaced 16 inches on 
centers. The joists are set on a board less than one-inch thick that rests on top of the 
foundation walls. The lath was attached to these joists with cut nails. There is a beaded-
edge, vertical-board door on the east wall, set to the south, which leads to a small storage 
room. This door is hung on plain cast iron butt hinges and has a keyhole plate latch. The 
window on the south wall of the storage room has no trim. The original wood floor in this 
room runs north-south. There is a beaded-edge vertical-board wall on both the north and the 
east sides of this room. North of the door to the storage room in the cellar ell is a vertical-
board door on the east wall that is hung on cast iron butt hinges marked "Baldwin" and 
"Patent". This door leads to the southeast cellar room. This cellar room has a vertical-
board partition wall in the southwest corner where the storage room is. There is a mill-sawn 
summer beam that runs north-south and is 9x/2 inches wide by %V* inches deep. The joists 
are mill sawn, run east-west, and are 2lA inches by 8V2 inches. They are spaced 16 inches 
on centers and have a center tenon into the summer beam. These tenons are pegged from the 
top. The summer beam is also notched between V2 and % of an inch to hold the joists. The 
vent on the east wall has a three-light sash behind it. There is a concrete trough in the 
northeast corner. There are two stone walls that run east-west below the center passage 
walls of the first story. These walls are plastered. The joists in the cellar passage run north-
south between the masonry walls at the east end. The north cellar passage wall stops short 
of the west wall. The joists on the west end of the passage run east-west. The joists in the 
northwest corner of the cellar, which is open to the cellar passage, also run east-west. On 
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the north wall of the northwest cellar room is a brick chimney pier with corbelled bricks to 
support shelf boards. There is a brick wall that divides the northeast and northwest cellar 
rooms. The doorway in this wall between these two rooms has three square-in-section wood 
louvers above it. The floor above is mill sawn and has been thinned in places above the 
joists to make the floor boards level above. The flooring is random width between VA and 
414 inches. There is a wide opening between the passage and the northwest cellar room that 
has a large wood beam supporting the brick wall above at the east end. 

The first story has a center-passage plan with an ell. In the passage, the front door 
has sunk fields with quirked Greek ogee-and-kick panel moulds. There is an interior bead 
around the doors and windows. The door has a carpenter lock marked "J. Carpenters 
patent" and "J. Tildesley licensee" and has the British seal on it. There is a bell pull on the 
exterior that is still wired on the inside to a bell above the door. The random-width, tongue-
and-groove floor runs east-west and is reportedly chestnut. The baseboards are marbleized 
and are topped with a quirked Greek ogee and kick. The architraves have pilaster strips with 
a Greek ovolo moulding at the top and a full entablature with a plain frieze and a quirked 
Greek ogee-and-bead cornice. The architrave also has a beaded interior edge. There is a 
blind transom over each door. It is plastered. The doors have two tall panels with sunk 
fields and quirked Greek ogee-and-kick panel moulds. The obverse and reverse sides of the 
door are identical. The doors are hung on plain cast iron butt hinges. The passage has a 
plaster ceiling medallion with a quirked Greek ogee and bead. There is a dog-leg run of 
open stringer stairs on the south wall. On the landing are five steps up on the south side 
towards the west which leads to a second landing at the western end of the passage. There 
are also five steps up to the east from the center landing to a landing and passage on the east. 
The stairs have a turned newel post, rectangular-in-plan balusters, a % -round handrail, and 
jigsawn stair brackets with a leaf motif in the center and a wave motif below it. There is a 
quirked Greek ogee and kick below that. 

The newel post passes through the floor about one foot. It has a rectangular shank on 
the bottom that is narrower than the dimension of the post above the floor. This rectangular 
shank has a hole cut through it, with a wedge-shaped piece of flooring hammered into the 
hole which wedges it tight against the bottom of the floor. In front of the newel are two 
holes that are now plugged. There are circular marks on the front of the newel post as if 
there was a crank here that turned. Underneath the floor, attached to the bottom of the 
newel and underneath the two holes in the floor, are two pulleys. Apparently, there was 
some sort of control for the furnace that once stood in the cellar under the east end of the 
passage. Presumably, the crank was attached to wires that ran through the floor, around the 
pulleys, and to the furnace, possibly to open and close a duct. 

The northeast room has a pine floor running north-south. The flooring is random 
width between 3*/2 and 5 inches. There is a fireplace centered on the north wall with a 
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marble hearth and a marbleized wood mantle that is dark with gold veining. The mantle has 
pilaster strips with a Greek ovolo topped by a cavetto as the capital. The frieze is plain with 
a quirked Greek ogee-and-bead bed mould. The plaster surround is marbleized in 
rectangular patches that are similar to the marbleizing on the baseboards. The architraves in 
this room are identical to those in the passage, as are the marbleized baseboards. Below the 
windows are two flat, sunk panels with quirked Greek ogee-and-kick-panel moulds. The 
window jambs are splayed. Set over the fireplace is a fire screen that was found in the attic 
and is believed to belong to this fireplace. It has a wood frame with black background and 
gold transfer-printed floral and ribbon border. The center of the screen has a picture of a 
dog pulling a child from the water. It is printed on canvas and marked "Chez Bourgeois JUe 

a' Paris". The back of the screen appears to be asbestos. The door to this room has a plain 
cast iron rim lock. 

The window sash have cast brass thumb latches that lock them closed or hold them 
open. The thumb latch has a brass cylinder that rolls. There is a wrought steel spring that 
is screwed to the window frame on one end. The free end, which points up, is bent away 
from the frame and passed behind the rolling cylinder. When the thumb latch is pressed in, 
the cylinder pushes the spring inward and the cylinder disengages from the notches cut in the 
side of the window sash; the sash is then free to open and close. When pressure is released 
from the thumb latch, the cylinder catches in a notch on the sash and holds it in place. 
There are three notches chiseled on the side of the sash. The top notch is chiseled so as to 
keep the window closed, while the center and bottom notches are chiseled to keep the 
window open. Carved on the side of each window sash is a Roman numeral. A large 
diameter hole is drilled in the window frame and the thumb latch and cylinder pass into this 
hole when pressed. 

The southeast room has IV2 inch wide oak flooring that runs east-west. The plain 
baseboard is painted and the architraves have a broken field with a beaded interior edge and 
a quirked Greek ogee-and-bead backhand. Below the window sill is a quirked Greek ogee 
moulding. Centered on the south wall is a fireplace with a brick hearth. The mantel is 
identical to that in the northeast room and is marbleized in the same pattern as is found on 
the baseboards in the passage. The plaster surround is marbleized in a speckled pattern. 
There is a hook on the west side of the mantle and the broken remains of another hook on 
the east side that were apparently for holding fireplace equipment. The firebox is shallow 
and slightly splayed. It is plastered and appears to have been painted black. Much of it has 
been reparged. The mantle shelf was painted black and then marbleized veins were scratched 
into it to reveal the tan base coat beneath it. The door to this room also had a plain cast iron 
rim lock. There was originally a door on the west wall that has now been closed off. 

The northwest room has random-width chestnut flooring that runs north-south. The 
boards are between 4V2 and llh inches wide. There is a fireplace centered on the north wall. 
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The wood mantle has a beaded interior edge and a quirked Greek ogee-and-bead backhand 
and bed mould. There is a brick hearth and a plaster surround. The firebox is now covered 
by a metal fire screen with pressed metal anthemion ornament and a border of neoclassical 
darts. East of the fireplace is a cupboard with one tall door that has a sunk flat panel and no 
panel moulds. The mitered trim has a beaded interior edge. The door is hung on cast iron 
butt hinges marked "Baldwin" and "Patent". The baseboard in this room is plain. The 
window architraves have a quirked Greek ogee and bead with no field. Below the window 
sill is a raised panel. The architraves are mill sawn and attached with cut nails. The doors 
in this room are identical to those found in the passage, with the same plain cast iron rim 
locks. The stair landing projects into this room on the east wall at the south. The west wall 
to the south has a rear doorway that is now closed off. It had a transom with one panel in 
the soffit and one on each jamb. The panels were sunk and flat and had quirked Greek ogee 
panel moulds. 

The southwest room in the ell has random-width oak flooring between 4 lA and 6 
inches wide. It runs east-west. There is a fireplace centered on the west wall that has a 
rebuilt firebox. The mantle matches that found in the northwest room, as do the architraves. 
North of the mantie is a cupboard with a replacement door. The original door, which is in 
storage, had one flat sunk panel with no panel moulds and was hung on plain cast iron butt 
hinges. The baseboards in this room are also plain. There is a winder stair in the southwest 
corner that leads down to the kitchen in the cellar and up to the second story. It is enclosed 
with beaded-edge vertical boards and matching doors that have keyhole plate latches. The 
first step up is hinged, but there are nail holes indicating that this is a later alteration. In the 
northeast crook of the stairs is a dumbwaiter to the kitchen in the cellar below. It is built of 
beaded-edge vertical boards and is all wire-nailed. 

The second story has a center passage flanked by four rooms, with a fifth room in the 
ell. The passage has plain baseboards that are marbleized and the architraves have a quirked 
Greek ogee and bead with no field. The doors have two panels that have sunk fields with 
narrow Greek ogee panel moulds that do not have a kick. There are no mouldings on the 
reverse sides of the doors. They are all hung on cast iron butt hinges marked "Baldwin" and 
"Patent". The northwest chamber door has a carpenter lock. The northeast chamber door 
has a carpenter-style lock marked "N° 60 improved lock", and has an eagle with arrows. 
The southeast chamber door has a similar carpenter lock with a seal marked "N° 60 
improved rim lock", and an eagle with arrows. It is not the same as the lock on the 
northeast chamber door. The southwest chamber door has a carpenter lock identical to that 
on the northeast chamber door. The east passage window mullions have a sunk flat panel 
with a quirked Greek ogee moulding. Both the north and south walls of the passage are 
brick. 
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The northwest chamber has plain baseboards and architraves identical to the second-
story passage. On the north wall, east of the flue, is a closet. The door has sunk fields with 
no panel moulds and is hung on cast iron butt hinges marked "Baldwin" and "Patent". There 
is a door on the east wall leading to the northeast chamber. This room has the same 
surround and baseboard as the passage. There is a fireplace centered on the north wall with 
a mantle identical to that in the northwest room of the first story. The hearth is brick and 
the firebox and surround are plastered and painted black. West of the fireplace is a closet 
identical to that in the northwest chamber. 

The southeast chamber has the same baseboards and architraves found in the rest of 
the second story. There is a fireplace centered on the south wall with a mantle identical to 
that in the northeast chamber. It has marbleized plinth blocks. The surround and firebox are 
plastered and are black, and the hearth is brick. On the west wall is a four-panel door with a 
plain architrave. This opening was cut through later. 

The southwest chamber has a plain baseboard and an architrave with a broken field 
and a beaded interior edge. The window jambs in this room are straight. On the north wall 
by the door is signed "S.S.Englar May 1933". This was found underneath of later wallpaper 
that has since been stripped from the room. There is a random-width pine floor running 
north-south. The door on the west wall from this room to the ell has two panels with no 
panel moulds on either side. It also has a keyhole plate latch. 

The ell chamber floor runs east-west, is random width, and appears to be oak. There 
is a winder stair in the southwest corner that is enclosed with beaded-edge vertical boards 
and a door to match. The door has a keyhole plate latch. The bottom step is also hinged 
with new hinges and was originally nailed down. The west wall to the north has a tall 
narrow closet with a sunk flat panel that has no panel moulds. The cast iron butt hinges are 
marked "Baldwin" and "Patent". The north wall has a door to the former porch on the 
north. This door is identical to the other two-panel doors on the second story, with the same 
carpenter lock as found on the northeast chamber door and the same architraves as found in 
the southwest chamber. 

The attic is accessible from the winder stair in the ell chamber. The north end of the 
attic has two brick chimney stacks that are corbelled over toward the ridge with an opening 
between them. This opening has a sawn wood lintel that supports a brick wall above on the 
south side creating a flue or vent that is brick on all four sides and is open to the sky from 
the attic. The end rafters are 5V£ to 5% inches by 2% inches, are mill sawn, and have a 
center tenon and peg at the ridge. The remaining rafters are also mill sawn, are tapered 
from 7 inches deep at the feet to less than 5 inches at the ridge by 2V4 to 2V4 inches wide, 
and are mitered at the ridge with a ridge pole. They are spaced 29 to 33 inches on center. 
Two rafters in the middle of the main block roof and two in the middle of the ell are pegged. 
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All of the mortises on these rafters are cut wide like they have been reused from a narrower 
building that had a steeper pitched roof. However, it appears that this is all an original roof 
structure. The rafter feet have a birdsmouth cut that laps over a board false plate that is 
nailed to the floor with cut nails. There is one spike through the top of each rafter foot into 
the plate. The head of the spikes appear to be cut nails and not wrought. There are collar 
beams of mill-sawn boards 1 to 1XA inches wide by 7% to 14 inches deep. They are nailed 
to the sides of the rafters with cut nails. The rafters support mill-sawn lath. There is a 
summer beam through the center of the attic floor from north to south. It is in at least three 
sections and appears to be broken at each center passage wall, on which it bears. These 
walls seem to be frame, not brick, right under the summer beam. The summer is notched 
about xh inch to hold the end of each joist which has a center tenon into the summer and is 
pegged from the top. The joists are mill sawn and are 2 to 2V4 inches wide by 7 inches 
deep. The summers are also mill sawn and are 7 inches deep by 9V2 inches wide. The 
center section of the summer beam is actually two pieces that are ganged together as if it was 
made from two joists. The attic flooring is mill sawn and alternates between boards with 
tongues on each side and boards with grooves on each side. It is fastened with cut nails. 
The joists run east-west. In the ell the joists run north-south. The joists in the ell overlap, 
but are not connected to each other and must rest on a bearing wall below that is set north of 
center of the ell. 

About 20 feet southwest of the house is a smokehouse with a rubble stone foundation 
of marble, slate, and Sam's Creek metabasalt. The walls are 5-to-l common bond brick. 
The hip roof has asphalt shingles. The north elevation has a beaded-edge, vertical-board 
door in a circular-sawn frame. The door has a Suffolk latch and cast iron butt hinges marked 
"J.GODDINGTON". The battens on the back of the door are dovetailed into the vertical 
boards. The east elevation has a diamond-in-section wood vent in a mortised-and-tenoned-
and-pegged frame with a brick jack arch and a wood sill. The west elevation of the 
smokehouse has a summer kitchen attached to it with a boarded-up opening that was 
probably a vent identical to that on the east. The south elevation on the lower level has an 
opening that at one time had a door. There are no openings above. The smokehouse floor 
joists run east-west and the wood floor boards run north-south. There are circular-sawn 
horizontal members at the eave line. The rafters are sawn, but no tool marks are visible. 

The summer kitchen on the west side of the smokehouse is a one-story, three-bay by 
one-bay structure of German siding with corner boards and a gable roof of corrugated metal 
with an east-west ridge. There is an exterior brick chimney on the west end. The north 
elevation has a four-panel door to the east and two 6/6 sash to the west with jigsawn-trim 
surrounds. The west and south elevations have no openings. The building is constructed of 
2 x 4's. The fireplace on the west end has a segmentally-arched opening with two round 
steel bars acting as lintels under the arch. The fireplace has straight jambs and a pivoting 
crane on each side. About 60 feet southwest of the smokehouse is a hog pen with vertical-
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board siding. It has mostly collapsed. The north elevation has a center door with an 
opening on each side for a window. 

There is a garage about 100 feet northwest of the house that was reportedly a 
Methodist summer meeting house that was sold and moved here. It has vertical-board siding 
and a gable roof of corrugated metal with an east-west ridge. The north and south walls 
have two pair of hinged doors set high on the wall. The east elevation has a pair of vertical-
board doors on rollers. The west elevation has a pair of vertical-board doors in the center. 
The building has a mill sawn, 2 x 4 and 4 x 4 frame with 2 x 4 rafters that are mitered at the 
ridge. 

About 30 feet northwest of the garage is a bank barn with a forebay that faces south. 
The south elevation on the lower story has vertical-board siding. From west to east there is 
a new door, a wood louvered vent, a door opening with pintles, a wood louvered vent, and a 
vertical-board Dutch door on strap hinges with rounded ends. The upper story has one vent 
on each side with a pair of doors in the center that has a semi-circular wood louvered vent 
above it. The southern ends of the joists under the forebay are notched on the top to hold 
the sill, which is pegged to some of the joists. The west elevation has a rubble stone lower 
story with a door opening to the north and two window openings to the south. There are two 
wood vents in the upper story with a round opening cut in the peak. The east elevation has a 
boarded-up window to the south and a new door in an original opening to the north in the 
lower story. The upper story has two wood vents, with a round wood louvered vent in the 
gabled peak. The north elevation has vertical-board siding. The gable roof has corrugated 
metal and an east-west ridge. The upper story has centered double wagon doors that are 
new, and an outshot attached to the east end of this elevation. 

The lower story has one mill-sawn summer beam that runs east-west and is supported 
by two posts. The joists are hewn on top and bottom and run north-south. Under the 
forebay, the joists are hewn on all four sides. The south wall is frame. Most of the joists 
run the full width of the barn, but about every other one runs to the end of the forebay. The 
stall arrangement has been altered. 

The upper story has a central threshing floor with a hay mow on each end and an 
outshot on the north, east of the doors. The four bents have three posts each which are mill 
sawn. The bottom girt is also mill sawn, while the top girt is hewn. The forebay is framed 
separately from the barn bents. The plates in the barn are hewn and have a diagonal half-lap 
scarf with a central transverse block. It is pegged from the top. The rafters are sawn, are 
about 3 by 4 inches and are pegged at the ridge. They appear to possibly be half-lapped, 
though this is not entirely clear. The rafters support lath and wood shingles. Several pieces 
of the framing are re-used timber, especially the east girt, which is the top plate of a building 
and is notched to hold rafter feet. 
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January, 1840 for $8,000. Several months later, Samuel advertised for a cooper and a 
shoemaker and apparently leased several properties on his land to other tradesmen. He also 
shortly began a program of improvements to the property that included a new mill in 1844 
(CARR-74), this house in 1849, renovations to his existing house in 1849-50, and another 
house in 1850. 

In 1841 the tax books note that the property had a brick house, three log houses, a 
barn, a mill, and other buildings. Evan apparently still lived here, and was assessed for the 
property, even though he had sold it a year before. In 1852 Evan still had a brick house and 
stable worth $1,000 and Samuel had a brick house, frame barn, and mills worth $9,000, plus 
a frame house and stable worth $500, a brick house and stable worth $1,000, and a log 
house and stable worth $400. His livestock worth $186 indicates a small farming operation 
that would have needed a small barn like the existing one, and, of course, with only 44 acres 
along the creek, he could only have had a small operation. The milling business more than 
made up for it, however. In 1841 he held private securities worth $2,200. By 1852 these 
had increased to $3,000. In 1866 they were worth $11,000, plus he had bank shares 
totalling $8,800. His prominent position in the community no doubt led to his serving in the 
Maryland Legislature in 1858. 

A receipt in Samuel McKinstry's surviving papers, which are woefully incomplete, 
notes "Received March 27 1860 From Saml McKinstry - Forty dollars in full - it being the 
balance due on carpentering work done in repairing his house - Joseph Wolfe." Wolfe was a 
carpenter, designer and builder who moved to Union Bridge by 1857. Whether he was 
working on this house or another of the McKinstry properties cannot be determined. It is not 
known how early Wolfe began working and thus whether he might have been involved in the 
original construction of this house in 1849. The house is an interesting blend of German and 
English features. On the exterior it seems typically English and late Federal, yet it is 
banked, with a kitchen in the cellar, which is more common of German houses. The 
stairway seems to be unique for Carroll County. The floor plan is an adaptation of the three-
room, center-passage plan, with the ell room extending into the main block of the house 
rather than having the south room take up the entire space. This shows a unique 
manipulation of space not seen elsewhere in the County. The roof structure also is 
technologically advanced for the county in 1849. The trim, especially the two-panel doors, 
are stylistically ahead of their time for the region, and the finish in general, especially the 
marble sills, are of high quality. The use of all-stretcher bond on the front is perhaps the 
earliest instance of this, and its combination with Flemish bond on the side is unique. The 
well-kept survival of marbleizing, as yet of unknown vintage, is also significant. 

Samuel and Mary's oldest son, Mordecai Clemson McKinstry, was born on 24 
February 1834 at McKinstrys Mills. He married Eliza Jane Englar in 1862 and apparently 
then moved to Union Bridge. In 1871 Mordecai bought the mill property, now reduced to 
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39 acres, from his father for $10,000. He seems always to have lived in Union Bridge and 
leased out the mill operation. In the early 1880's it was being run by Jacob Zumbrun & 
Sons and in the mid-1890's by W. R. Zumbrun & Co. During that period, Mordecai 
upgraded the mill with modern improvements. Willis R. Zumbrun lived in this house in the 
mid-90's, and it is likely that the Zumbrun's occupied it from as early as 1862. Samuel died 
in 1899 and Mordecai around 1914. The mill and house were sold by Mordecai's daughters 
to Willis Zumbrun in 1915 and the house remained in the Zumbrun family until 1980. 
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CARR-75 
McKINSTRY HOUSE 
ZUMBRUM HOUSE 
New Windsor 
Private Circa 1849 

In the early 18 00's, McKinstry Mill had a reputation of 
success and continued prosperity. Its status did not diminish 
when in 184 4 a son, Samuel, built a new Mill on the property 
and continued with his father's business. In 1845, he built 
his "homestead," now the Zumbrum House. An older home on a 
small hill overlooking the Mill, was built sometime before 
the former two structures as the residence of the previous 
Mill owners. These three structures which remain in tact 
stand today as a reminder of past rural and industrial life. 
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DESCRIPTION 

\ 
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED J&JNALTERED X_ORIGrNAL SITE 

XGOOD _RUINS ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Zumbrum House, formerly McKinstry house, is a five-bay, two story 
house with attic and cellar of a shortened L-shape. Its low founda
tion is coursed stone which supports a brick structure of running 
bond pattern. The wood truss gable roof ends with a box cornice and 
is covered with standing seam sheet metal. Double hung sash windows 
are 6/6. They are trimmed with cornices and rectangular marble 
bases. In fact, all marble window bases and marble front door stoop 
is from Miss Zumbrum's great grandfather's marble quarry. Blind 
shutters complete window structures. Chimneys include two inside 
end on either side of the main block of the L, and one back inside 
on the end of the projecting stem. 

This house.has two porches. One on the left side-a first story, 
3-bay, wooden structure with white painted railing and baluster. 
The second is the front porch-now a 3-bay entrance with decorated 
brackets and gingerbread trim supported by 4 columns. The square 
frontispiece entrance off this front porch has two slender Greek 
Doric columns in docorative scheme, along with the entablature 
and side panels. 

The entrance leads to a central hall plan interior. First floor 
includes hall, two front parlors, kitchen and dining room. 

« 
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—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1849 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Sam M c K i n s t r y 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

McKinstry Mill was built in 1845, this house in 1849 both by the 
same Sam McKinstry. Before this house was built, the older one across 
from the mill was occupied by the McKinstrys. They then moved here 
and established this home as the homestead. The house indirectly was 
important to the mill industry fot it housed its workers, but is is 
also architecturally significant. It tells the story of mid-19th 
century rural architecture, spacious, airy, solid, with no lack of 
modest decor and formality. It takes us back to the days when the 
mill was in production. Because the mill is one of the few left 
standing in Carroll County, it along with Pipe Creek behind it and the 
Zumbrum House is a living reminder of times past. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Property situated partly in Carroll and partly in Frederick Counties 
state of Maryland, it being now commonly known as McKinstry Mill 
property. 

(Since then, some property including mill has since been sold to 
Batley) 
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1498 McKinstry Mill Road 

Martenet Map, 1862 



CARR-75 
Samuel McKinstry Mill House 
1498 McKinstry Mill Road 
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Samuel McKinstry Mill House 
1498 McKinstry Mill House 
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Samuel McKinstry Mill House 
1498 McKinstry Mill Road 
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Samuel McKinstry Mill House 
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