CARR - 767

ELSWORTH CEMETERY late 19th century

Leidy Road private
Westminster vicinity

This is an overgrown cemetery on the north side of Leidy
Road approximately one-half of a mile west of Hemlock Lane.
The tombstones date from the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. A 1list of the lot owners for the
Elsworth Cemetery has been published in the December 1983

edition of Carrolltonian, the newsletter of the Carroll

County Genealogical Society.
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Since the property was first surveyed, the cemetery has been the focus of a restoration effort and
as of July 2009 is well maintained.
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The Ellsworth Cemetery Company was incorporated in 1876 in order "to purchase and hold a
Lot of Land in the vicinity of Westminster for a Cemetery for Burying therein of the Dead of the
Colored People."I Five original trustees (David Irland, Nelson Edwards, William Massey,
Thomas Smith and Reuben Walker) and two additional members (William Adams and Lewis
Dorsey) witnessed the incorporation before a Carroll County justice of the peace.” Several of the
founders were Civil War veterans. The one-acre site just east of Westminster became the official
property of the corporation in 1894 with a $1 sale by the last will and testament of Elias
Yingling.”" Neither of the African-American churches in Westminster (Union Street ME
(CARR-503) and Union Memorial Baptist) had enough property for a cemetery, and the site was
used as an African-American cemetery even before the incorporation of the cemetery company.
The last burial was made there in the early 1980s, and the site was very overgrown at the time of
the 1993 survey. Ellsworth was the focus of volunteer restoration efforts about ten years later.*

Several United States Colored Troops (USCT) soldiers who fought in the Civil War are buried in
the cemetery. Daniel P. Warfield was born on Oct 15, 1849. He enlisted in Company L of the
ki Regiment, USCT; transferred to the 28" Regiment; and then transferred to Company G of
the 29" Regiment, in October 1864, near Finksburg.” His wife’s name was Margret A.
Warfield; he died on June 25, 1918.°

Stephen H. Lytle was born around 1827 in Carroll County and worked as a laborer; he was free
by April 1861 at the latest. He enrolled in 1863 in Baltimore in the 4™ Regiment, Company H,

:lncorporation of Ellsworth Cemetery Company, Vertical File, Historical Society of Carroll County.

~ Ibid.

*Deed to the Ellsworth Cemetery Company of Carroll County, Ellsworth Inscription Book, Historical Society of

Carroll County.

*Carroll County Genealogical Society, “Ellsworth Cemetery,” Carroll County Cemeteries, vol. 2, East-Central,

(Westminster: Carroll County Genealogical Society, 1999), 32.

* U.S. Colored Troops Military Service Records, 1861-1865, and U.S. Civil War Soldiers, 1861-1865, located on
<http://www.ancestry.com> .

® Civil War Pension Index: General Index to Pension Files, 1861-1934, located on http://www.ancestry.com .


http://www.ancestry.com
http://www.ancestry.com
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of the USCT. He served variously as Brigadier Teamster and Company Cook, then mustered out
on May 4, 1866." In 1900, the census listed him as a widowed farm laborer, unemployed eight
months of that year, and living by himself in a rented home.* He died on May 15, 1903, at the
age of 76.

S " U.S. Colored Troops Military Service Records, 1861-1865, located on http://www.ancestry.com .
8 United States Federal Census Records: 1900, Westminster, Carroll, Maryland.


http://www.ancestry.com
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:Incorporation of Ellsworth Cemetery Company, Vertical File, Historical Society of Carroll County.
Ibid.
'Deed to the Ellsworth Cemetery Company of Carroll County, Ellsworth Inscription Book, Historical Society of
Carroll County.
'Carroll County Genealogical Society, “Ellsworth Cemetery,” Carroll County Cemeteries, vol. 2, East-Central,
(Westminster: Carroll County Genealogical Society, 1999), 32.
" U.S. Colored Troops Military Service Records, 1861-1865, and U.S. Civil War Soldiers, 1861-1865, located on
http://www.ancestry.com .
' Civil War Pension Index: General Index to Pension Files, 1861-1934, located on http://www.ancestry.com .
' U.S. Colored Troops Military Service Records, 1861-1865, located on http://www.ancestry.com .
' United States Federal Census Records: 1900, Westminster, Carroll, Maryland.


http://www.ancestry.com
http://www.ancestry.com
http://www.ancestry.com
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Inventory No. CARR-767

Ink Used: Epson UltraChrome pigmented inks
Paper Used: Epson Premium Luster Photo Paper
Date: September 4, 2009

File Name Photo Description Photographer
CARR-767 2009-07-22 01 Entrance, front gate and sign Jenna Gianni
CARR-767 2009-07-22 02 View of cemetery from entrance Jenna Gianni

Gravestone, “Daniel P. Warfield, Born .
CARR-767 2009-07-22 03 Oct. 18 1859, Died June 25 1918” Jenna Gianni
Gravestone, “Stephen Lytle, Died May N
CARR-767 2009-07-22 04 15 1903, Aged 76 years” Jenna Gianni
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