CARR-81

Dr. Somerset R. Waters House
7111 Watersville Road c.1856-1862

Summary:

The Dr. Somerset R. Waters House is one of the most unique houses in Carroll
County. The cubical structure with board-and-batten siding is obviously influenced by
national trends reflected in the pattern books of A. J. Downing, Calvert Vaux and Lewis
F. Allen. The house was not copied directly from Downing or Vaux, and has closer
affinities with the designs of Allen, but it was not possible to check all the possible
sources for a direct parallel. The house must have been built between 1856 and 1862.
The doctor was serving in the Maryland House of Delegates between 1861 and 1864.
What can be stated for certain is that Dr. Somerset R. Waters (of Richard) owned 48
acres with a "wood mansion and stabling” worth $3360 in 1866. The 1876 assessment
notes that the dwelling was 33 feet square. The house is pictured in the Lake, Griffin &
Stevenson Atlas of Carroll County of 1877. There are a few minor inaccuracies in the
engraving, but clearly the house has undergone very little change since that date, and
most likely since its construction. Between 1874 and 1877 Dr. Waters served another
term in the state house. The house remained in the Waters family until 1947.
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. . e ArDEDTIFS Magi No.
Maryland Historical Trust MISTORIC PROPERTIES
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no
1 - Name (indicate preferred name)
historic Dr. Somerset R. Waters House.
and/or common
2. Location
street & number 7111 Watersville Road — not for publication
city, town Watersville X vicinity of congressional district
state Maryland county Carroll
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—— district — public X occupied ___agriculture ____ museum
X building(s) X private ____ unoccupied ____ commercial _ park
____structure __both ____work in progress ___ educational X __ private residence
____ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment _religious

__ object ____in process X _ vyes: restricted ____government ____ scientific
__ being considered __ yes: unrestricted ____industrial ____ transportation
__Xnot applicable __ no —___ military ___ other:

4. Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Dr. Harold A. & Barbara V. Pevey

street & number 7111 Watersville Road telephone no.:

city,town  Mt. Airy state and zip code Maryland 21771
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Courthouse Annex liber 462
street & number 55 North Court Street folio 666
city, town Westminster state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing nistorical surveys

title

date —  federal ____state ___county ___ local

«epository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. Carr-8l

Condition Check one Check one

_X_ excellent __ deteriorated __X unaitered _X_original site

—___good —___ruins ____ altered —___ moved date of move
—__ fair — __ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

Summary: The Dr. Somerset R. Waters house is located at 7111 Watersville Road, at
the top of a wooded hill and faces west toward the road. Behind the house is a kitchen,
and further back of that are three small sheds that have been connected. The house is
a two-story, three-bay by two-bay frame structure with board-and-batten siding and a hip
roof. The west elevation has a center entrance with a fanlight and sidelights. On either
side of the center entrance is a 6/6 double-hung sash with a pedimented cornice. Each
window has blinds. There is a one-bay porch in the center that has four wood columns.
The second-story center bay has a door with twelve lights over two panels, with
sidelights. Each end bay has a short 6/6 sash with a flat cornice. Centered over each
end bay is a panelled brick chimney. The first story is laid out on a center passage,
double-pile plan, but the passage is only one room deep, and the southeast room is
enlarged by including the area east of the passage. The passage has a straight run of
stairs on the south wall. The doorways and windows have pedimented cornices on the
interior that are identical to those over the windows on the exterior.

Resource Count: 3

The Dr. Somerset R. Waters house is located at 7111 Watersville Road, on the
east side, where that road intersects with Watersville Road West. It is about 2% miles
east of Mt. Airy in southwest Carroll County, Maryland. The house is located at the
top of a wooded hill and faces west toward the road. Behind the house is a kitchen,
and further back of that are three small sheds that have been connected together by
later additions. The house is a two-story, three-bay by two-bay frame structure with
board-and-batten siding, a raised, rubble fieldstone foundation, and a hip roof with
asphalt shingles and metal ridge rolls at the hip ridges. The battens have an ogee
moulding on each side, and are spaced twelve inches on center.

The west elevation of the foundation has two four-light casements, with wood
sills and lintels, in each end bay. There is a center entrance on the first story, with a
fanlight and sidelights with four lights over one panel. The door has six sunk panels
with ogee panel moulds, and the two center panels are square. There are brackets
between the door and sidelights, below the fanlight. The posts that these brackets are
attached to have a five part moulding, with the outer margins and center field raised.
The door surround has pilaster strips with a Greek ovolo moulding on the capital. The
fanlight surround has a broken field with a Greek ovolo at the outer edge. On either
side of the center entrance is a 6/6 double-hung sash with a pedimented cornice
supported by five small brackets. Each window has blinds. There is a one-bay porch in



8. Significance Survey No. Carr-8l

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion
—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic — conservation — law —_ science
~1500~-1599 agriculture - economics —_literature — sculpture
__1600-1699 _ X architecture ___education ___military ___ social/
1700-1799 ___ art —___engineering —_ music humanitarian
X 1800-1899 ___ commerce — exploration/settiement ____ philosophy —— theater
— 1900~ ____communications —— industry _QS_poHﬁcygoven"nent ___ transportation
____invention ____ other (specity)
Specific dates c.1856-1862 Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B xC _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B _C _D _E _F _ G
Level of Significance: _ nationmal __ state X local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The Dr. Somerset R. Waters House is one of the most unique houses in Carroll
County. The cubical structure with board-and-batten siding is obviously influenced by
national trends reflected in the pattern books of A. J. Downing, Calvert Vaux and Lewis
F. Allen. The house was not copied directly from Downing or Vaux, and has closer
affinities with the designs of Allen, but it was not possible to check all the possible
sources for a direct parallel. The house must have been built between 1856 and 1862.
The doctor was serving in the Maryland House of Delegates between 1861 and 1864.
What can be stated for certain is that Dr. Somerset R. Waters (of Richard) owned 48
acres with a "wood mansion and stabling" worth $3360 in 1866. The 1876 assessment
notes that the dwelling was 33 feet square. The house is pictured in the Lake, Griffin &
Stevenson Atlas of Carroll County of 1877. There are a few minor inaccuracies in the
engraving, but clearly the house has undergone very little change since that date, and
most likely since its construction. Between 1874 and 1877 Dr. Waters served another
term in the state house. The house remained in the Waters family until 1947.

Geographic Organization: Piedmont

Chronological/Development Period: Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870
Historic Period Themes: Architecture

Resource Types: Rural vernacular

The Dr. Somerset R. Waters House is one of the most unique houses in Carroll
County. The cubical structure with board-and-batten siding is obviously influenced by
national trends reflected in the pattern books of A. J. Downing, Calvert Vaux and Lewis
F. Allen, as well as the designs of A. J. Davis and of Richard Upjohn. The house was
not copied directly from Downing or Vaux, and has closer affinities with the designs of
Allen, but it was not possible to check all the possible sources for a direct parallel. 1t is,
of course, possible that a local builder improvised, borrowing ideas from one or more of
the authors. In any case, board-and-batten houses are rare in Carroll County, and this
one seems to have been built at an early date.
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Description (continued) Section 7 Page 2

the center that has a rubble fieldstone foundation topped by concrete. There are four
wood columns that are octagonal at their base, and they rest on wood plinths. The
columns have a turning at handrail level that separates the octagonal and round
sections. The capitals each have a Greek ovolo. The balusters are square in plan and
the inner and outer faces of the balusters are moulded. There are short horizontal
members placed between each pair of balusters, alternating between high and low
positions. The porch has a full entablature topped by short square corner posts.
Between these posts are two horizontal rails, and between the rails are balusters that are
square in plan.

The second story center bay has a door with twelve lights over two panels, and
sidelights of four lights each. The posts between the door and sidelights appear to be
moulded like those on the first story, with a smaller version of the same bracket. The
surround is plain, with a pediment above the center sash. Each end bay has a short 6/6
sash with a flat cornice supported by five small brackets. The end windows have blinds.
There is a moulded horizontal batten on the walls placed about six inches below the top
of the second story windows. The cornice has six large brackets and a plain board fascia
with on applied, horizontal moulded batten. The roof has a central triangular dormer
with a louvered vent set at the front eave edge. Centered over each end bay is a
panelled brick chimney with a corbelled cap and brick dentils below the cap. At the
peak of the roof is a finial supported by four brackets, one at each ridge of the hip, that
are similar, if not identical to the brackets on the cornice. On top of the finial is a
weathervane.

The north elevation has a window in the west bay of the foundation that matches
those on the west elevation foundation, except that the lintel is covered by the siding.
This elevation is two bays, with windows in each bay that are identical to the end bays
of the west elevation. The cornice has seven large brackets. The south elevation
matches the north, but the foundation window is set west of the west bay, and just east
of it are new metal hurricane doors on a concrete foundation. The door opening in the
foundation wall appears to be original, and the frame appears to be pit sawn. There is
a vertical board door. The east elevation has a recent sunporch addition on a CMU
foundation across the first story. The second story has windows in the two end bays
that are identical to those on the west elevation. There is also a small 1/1 sash set south
of center. The cornice has six brackets.

The first floor framing has a summer beam that is hewn on all four sides. It runs
north-south and bears on the chimney stack, with a single post under the center. There
are also short spans of summer beams from the chimney stack to the north and south
foundation walls. The joists run east-west. Three different types of joists are used, but
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they form a consistent pattern. The joists only span from the foundation wall to the
summer beam, and are reduced in depth on both ends to rest on their bearings. The
joists just north and south of both chimney stacks are hewn joists about 6'2-7 inches
wide and of unknown depth. Each pair of joists support a header that is set close to the
chimney stack and is hewn on all four sides, tenoned into the joists, and pegged. The
headers are about 5-6 inches wide and of undetermined depth. Each header supports
three short joists. The center of the three joists is hewn on all four sides, tenoned into
the header, and pegged. It is 6%2-7 inches wide and of undetermined depth. The other
two joists are mill sawn and tenoned into the header, but are not pegged. These joists
are about 3 inches wide, but again the depth could not be determined. North and south
of the joists next to the chimney stack are three-quarter-round log joists about 7-8%2
inches wide and of unknown depth. The center passage is supported by two hewn
joists, with a hewn header running between them, in the center of the span. This
header is tenoned into the joists and pegged. One short hewn joist runs from the
foundation wall to this header, and another from the header to the summer beam.
These joists are tenoned into the header and pegged. This effectively divides the
passage into four equal sections, the southeast one of which has the cellar stairs passing
through it. The chimney headers have a cleat nailed to the stack side of the header.
This supports one end of some short boards, and the stack supports the other end.
These boards in turn support the hearth.

The first story is laid out on a center-passage, double-pile plan, but the passage is
only one room deep, and the southeast room is enlarged by including the area east of
the passage. The passage has a straight run of stairs on the south wall, with a landing at
the east end. There is a large turned newel that appears to be walnut, thin turned
balusters that may be oak, and a simple three-quarter-round handrail. The open-
stringer stair has sawn brackets. The random-width pine floor runs east-west. The
baseboard has a broken field and can be found throughout the house. The door
opening in the north wall has been widened and is segmentally-arched. The doorways
on the south and east have plain surrounds with pedimented cornices that have an ogee
cymatium and five sawn brackets. These pediments are identical to those over the
windows on the exterior and can be found over all the first story windows, as well.
Below the window in the southwest and northwest rooms is a sunk panel with a double
field and no panel moulds.

The southwest room has a fireplace centered on the east wall that has been
closed off and the mantel removed. The door to this room is missing. The random-
width pine floor in this and the other rooms runs north-south. The northwest room has
a fireplace on the east wall with a semi-circular arched opening. The surround is
parged on the front. The wood mantel has squat pilasters set on blocks, and triple field
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raised panels in the spandrels. The keystone has seven reeds, and the bed mould is a
Greek ovolo. There is a new tile hearth. The southeast room has a fireplace on the
west wall with a new insert and new tile hearth. The mantel has fluted pilasters, a
diamond pattern on the frieze, and a Greek ovolo bed mould. North of the fireplace is
a cupboard with two pair of two-panel doors. The doors have sunk panels with no
moulds, are hung on cast iron hinges, and have the same pedimented cornice. The door
from the passage to this room is new. Below the windows in this room is a flush panel
with a single field. The northeast room has a fireplace on the west wall with a new
hearth and insert. The mantel has simple pilaster strips, a tudor arch, and a Greek ogee
bed mould. This room has been converted to a modern kitchen, and the panels under
the window are not visible.

The second floor mirrors the first, with an additional room at the east end. The
doors have four sunk panels with ogee panel moulds, and cast iron butt hinges and box
locks. The window and door surrounds are identical to those in the east center room.
The attic has mill-sawn rafters that are 3 x 5% inches and are fastened with cut nails.
The four hip ridge rafters meet at the peak and the finial is notched on the bottom in a
cross pattern in order for it to fit around the rafters. This is then nailed together to
work as a unit, the finial acting somewhat like a boss in a vaulted ceiling. There are
four short headers nailed between each pair of ridge rafters, with a rafter notched and
lapped over the center of the header, and nailed. The remaining rafters are nailed to
the sides of the ridge rafters. The rafter feet were not visible. The rafters support
board sheathing. The joists appear to be 3 inches wide and sawn, though no tool marks
are visible. Their depth could not be determined. They run east-west. There are short
joists on the north and south that run north-south from an interior joist out over the
wall, creating the wide overhanging eave.

About 10 feet east of the house is a one-story, rubble fieldstone kitchen with a
hip roof with asphalt shingles and metal ridge rolls at the hip ridges. There is a short,
square-in-plan finial at the peak. The kitchen is connected to the later sun porch added
to the house. The west elevation has a central door opening. The north elevation has a
new 6/6 centered on the wall in what appears to have originally been a door opening.
There is a one-light sash to the west. The east elevation has two small one-light sash
placed just below the overhanging eave. Centered on this wall is an interior chimney
that is parged and panelled. The south elevation has a new window.

About 60 feet southeast of the house is a collection of sheds that are now
connected. They, for the most part, have CMU foundations now, and the board-and-
batten siding is now mostly covered by corrugated metal. The shed on the far southern
end is built of logs hewn on the inner and outer faces, with V-notch cornering. It has
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circular-sawn vertical board siding and a gable roof with inverted V-seam metal and an
east-west ridge. There is no chinking, and no evidence that there ever was any. No
foundation is visible. The rafters appear to be sawn on the sides. They are half-lapped
and nailed at the ridge, and support a combination of laths and boards. The west
elevation has a large opening. The log ends are cut off, with no framing boards nailed
or pegged to them, and no holes for pegs. The east elevation has a low central opening
with a new frame. It is not possible to tell if the opening is original. In the gable end
above is another opening that is now closed with corrugated fiberglass.

KS/1h:10-26-93:carr81.des
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The land on which the house sits was owned by Somerset R. Waters, who was
probably either the cousin or the uncle of the doctor by the same name. There were
two other Somersets, according to land records, and it was not possible to determine
which one sold the doctor the land. Somerset R. Waters, Jr. purchased two large tracts
in the area of the doctor’s house in 1856. The first was 254% acres, which he bought
for $14.53 per acre and retained in 1866. The second was 171% acres, which cost
$16.50/acre. Somerset R. Waters, Sr., also purchased land in the vicinity, in 1860. the
86-acre tract cost him $20.20 per acre. One of the latter two parcels was most likely the
one acquired by the doctor. In any case, there was already a house on the property
according to the 1862 map. The house shown on the map is probably the existing
building, since when Waters sold a 47'-acre tract to the doctor in 1864 the sale price
was $5000, or over $100.00 per acre. That was a significant increase over the purchase
price of a few years before, and indicates that it had been improved. Thus the house
must have been built between 1856 and 1862. It seems odd that someone would sell
such an imposing house immediately after its completion, unless he was in financial
straits. However, Waters Senior or Junior may not have built the house. Though the
deed is dated 1864, the sale of the land, and the subsequent construction of the
dwelling, could have taken place several years before. Such a pattern was common in
nineteenth-century Carroll County. This explanation does not explain why the doctor
paid so much for the land, however. Another possibility is that Waters was overseeing
the construction of the house for the doctor while he was serving in the Maryland
House of Delegates between 1861 and 1864. This would explain the high purchase
price, since the doctor would have to reimburse Somerset Waters for the cost of the
building. Unfortunately, the existing records are too vague to be more precise, although
further research is warranted.

What can be stated for certain is that Dr. Somerset R. Waters (of Richard)
owned 48 acres with a "wood mansion and stabling" worth $3360 in 1866. The
assessment also noted that he had drugs and medicines worth $40. The 1876 assessment
notes that the dwelling was 33 feet square and worth $1500. The stable was valued at
$200 and the office fixtures and medicines were worth another $30. The doctor’s small
farm had one horse, two cows, and four hogs. Between 1874 and 1877 Dr. Waters
served another term in the state house. Little else is known about him. His wife,
Rachel, (b. 1834) died in 1897 and was buried in the Pine Grove Methodist Church
cemetery in Mt. Airy. Dr. Waters (1829-1919) sold the house to his only child, Estelle,
in 1908, retaining a life estate, and is buried with his wife. The house remained in the
Waters family until 1947.

KS/1h:10-26-93:Carr81.sig
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RESIDENCE 0F S.R.WATERS M.D. WATERSVILLE CARROLLCo MD.

Carr—81
Dr. Somerse: R. VWaters House
7111 Watersville Road

Talte, Griffin & Stevenson Atlas, 1877




CARR-81
Dr. Somerset R. Waters House
7111 Watersville Road

CHAIN OF TITLE

Richard H. & Dorothy Carroll Harold A. & ? 10-31-1969 CCC 462 666 | Deed fee 25 ac. $10.00
C. Urban (wife) Barbara V. Pevey simple part of below
(wife)
Charles A. & Carrie ? Richard H. & ? 4-22-1963 CCC 358 501 | Deed fee 50.3 ac. $10.00
Bartenfelder (wife) Dorothy C. Urban simple
(wife)
Maude Davis Waters, Balto. Charles A. & Balto. City 4-10-1947 EAS 194 241 | Deed fee 47+ ac. $10.00,
widow Carrie Bartenfelder simple 2 tracts
(wife)
Charles R. Davis, et al, Balto. et al Maude Davis Balto. City 7-6-1931 EMM 156 168 | Deed fee $5.00
heirs of Estelle Waters Waters simple (1) 47+ ac.
"Hampton Court"
(2) 130 sq. p.
"Chase’s Forest"
Estelle dec. 11-7-
1930 will WFB
144
Somerset R. Waters Carroll Estelle Waters Carroll 5-15-1908 DPS 109 147 | Deed fee $5.00 (1) 47%
(daughter is only simple ac. (2) 130 sq. p.
heir) life estate to
Somerset Waters
Somerset R. Waters & Carroll Dr. Somerset R. ? 10-10-1864 WAMCcK 31 270 | Deed fee 47 ac. $5000,
Rachel (wife) Waters (of Richard) simple $106.10 [no
previous ref. ]
(1)
William Gosnell & Airy | Carroll Somerset R. ? 2-14-1865 WAMCcK 31 522 | Deed fee $32.50, 130 sq.
(wife) Waters simple p. [no prev. ref.]
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As the designated State Lisison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
80.665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certily that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
Nationa! Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

National [ State [J Local [
Date
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Keeper of The National Regiater
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