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DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM 

NR Eligible: yes_ 
no 

~ PropertyName: _Mryt~~l~e_Hill~------------- Inventory Number: CARR--924 

Address: 1340 Bruceville Road City: Bruceville Zip Code: -=21=--'7-"5-'-7 ___ _ 

County: ~C=arr=o=lloc__ ________ _ USGS Topographic Map: -'U=m=·o=n"-"B=n=·d,,.,,g=e ________ _ 

Owner: Patricia Phares Is the property being evaluated a district? __ yes 

Tax Parcel Number: 168 ----- Tax Map Number: _3_5 __ Tax Account ID Number: 10-00912 

Project: MD 194, Bridge No. 6035 over Big Pipe Creek Agency: --"MD==---"'S=HA=-=------------

Site visit by MHT staff. _lL no ___yes Date: 

Is the property is located within a historic district? _x__ yes no 

q the property is within a district District Inventory Number: CARR-923 

NR-listed district __ yes Eligible district __ yes Name of District: Bruceville Historic District 

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource __Kyes __ no Non-contributing but eligible in another context __ yes 

q the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible __ yes __ no 

Criteria: _K_A_B _K_C_D Considerations: A _B_ C_ D_ E_ F _G_None 

~ Documentation on the property/district is presented in: Compliance Files 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

Mrytle Hill, built by Normand (a.k.a. Norman, Normond) Bruce, the founder of Bruceville, is significant for its architectural 
components--the large stone and frame house, the stone meathouse, and the remains of the large single span stone arch bridge, 
no longer extant, which connected it, within the town of Bruceville, on the south side of Big Pipe Creek, with Good Intent on 
the north side. It is most significant for its association with the original settlers and founders of Bruceville, and the neighboring 
community ofKeymar, namely the Key and the Bruce families. 

It is a component of the Bruceville Historic District, which is located in Middleburg district, about one-half mile north of the 
junction of the Western Maryland and Frederick and Pennsylvania Line Railroads. Bruce laid out the town and named it for 
himself in the eighteenth century. The earliest accounts of the history ofNormand are that he emigrated from Scotland, settling 
on Pipe Creek. In 1763 the state ofMaryland granted to Bruce and Edward Diggs 5,301 acres, extending from Keysville along 
Big Pipe Creek (and north ofthe area that became Bruceville). The whole region was called "Bedford" at the time. 

At the same time the land south of the creek belonged to John Ross Key. Normand Bruce desired the Key property for the 
purpose of erecting a mill on Big Pipe Creek, thus he entered into negations with Key, which resulted in an exchange of their 
estates. In 1764 Normand Bruce married Susanne Key, daughter of a Philip Key of St. Mary's County, the first settler of that 
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name in America. Philip Key had six children the third of which was the grandfather of Francis Scott Key. Susanna received 
from her father by will 1,400 acres ofland, being one-halfof"Terra Rubra". Bruce continued to add to the first grant ofS,301 
acres, ultimately acquiring 14,089 acres. This contained several villages, about five flour and grist mills, several factories, shops 
of various kinds, two railroads passing through this land, with stations and warehouses. He was the sheriff of Frederick County, 
an officer in the Revolutionary War, one of the first Justices ofthe Peace, and Justice of the Levy Court in 1803. 

Normand Bruce built Mrytle Hill for himself in the late 18th century as the centerpiece of a considerable estate which included at 
least one mill, housing and many ancilliary structures. The 1798 Particular Assisment Lists for Baltimore and Carroll Counties 
of 1798 lists, for Upton Bruce, 1067 acres, two dwelling houses, and a stone mill house. This was a re-assessment of the first 
one, done for Normand Bruce. In the land transaction of 1820 in which it is conveyed by Bruce's daughter, it was noted as 
including a gristmill, sawmill, outhouses, improvements, water courses, etc. In a transaction of 183 3 it was further noted as 
containing a miller's house, cooper's house and shop, stabling, and water courses, plus a tavern, along with the gristmill and 
sawmill. In sum, it continued to be important economically throughout the 19th century. 

Prepared by: Rita M. Sufthess Date Prepared: 12/05/2002 

* SEE l>1'\.SCEv1LLE" U1s-roe\C 'DtS\12.lC.T ( CA1<::~ - 'fz.3) fO~M 
fO-e "'f'Ho'"T'O Creb."Pl-I Of eE.SO\JIZc.E 



(! -11 f!-, ll q,;z t.f ( 

f1Jryf /e. /Iii 

vM!ON '6'e1ree &vAD 



•• 

.. 
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., . 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

·.··6NAME 
HISTORIC 

MYRTI.E HIT.I, 
ANO/OR COMMON •·1h. 

I ·:ii""* 
'·. 

fJLOCATION 
! f '• • ..,,.,, .. , I _'.'.'" sTREET. NUMBER .~ : ... "~'.' r fr:~ :.,. 

on Bruceville Rd. on the east side of Md\ 1·~1U; 194 Last house 
CITY.fOWN ..... 

Bruceville VICINITY OF 

STATE 
Maryland 

DCLASSIFICA TION 

. CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
...:_of STRICT _PUBLIC XXOCCUPIED 

XXBUILOING(S} . X!J.RIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 
,,--.. -STRUCTURE -BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

•f 

...:..SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_:_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED - YES'. UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Donald J.'and Hazel Detwiler 
STREET & NUMBER 

Route 1, Box 14 
QTY, TOWN 

l(eymar xx_ VICINITY OF 

. llLO~ATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGtSTRY~FoEEDs.erc. New County Office Building 
I STREET. NUMBER 

225 Center Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Westminster 
·II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE . 

DATE 

CONGRESSION_.l OIBTRK:l\;! '! i'' 

COUNTY 
Carroll· 

PRESENT USE 
-AGRICULTURE .:...MUSEUM 

-COMMERClAl. . -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL XX.PRIVATE RESIDENCI 

_ENTERTAINMENT ..:..RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION. 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 756-6402 

STATE 1 

Maryland 

Liber #: )04 
Folio #: 564 

STATE 

Maryland 

zip code 
21757 

''I' _FEDERAL ._STATE -COUNTY -1.0CAl 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
C· SU~RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN . STATE 
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D DESCRIPTION 

~ CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED 

X*GOOD _RUINS 

_ fAIR _UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED 

XXALTEAED 

CHECK ONE 

XX_OftlGfNAL SIT£ 

_MQYEO DAl'._ __ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

"Myrtle Hill" is located in Bruceville, Maryland, being the last 
house on the section of the Bruceville Road that is east of Md. 
Route 194. 

Built into the side of a hill, the house is two and one-half stor~es 
with a full basement. The bank form of the house allows ground 
level entrances to the basement on the front, to the first f1oor 
on the inner side of the ell, and on the second floor in the bac~ 
of the house. The house is ell-shaped and is cons~ructed of 
wood frame with clapboards and brick nogging infill on a stone 
foundation ....... The rear of the main section of the house has a 
wide rough siding with a bead ·edge, but this has been replaced or. 
most of the other.sides of· the house. A double-tiered porch 
exists on the main facade as well as on the ell's inner side whe~e 
the second tier of the oorch con·tinues around the back of the 
house at ground level. · · 

The ~able roof has a varjation in that on the side of the house 
from~which the ell extends, the roof is hip~ed, thereby giv~ng 
the hou:;e ·an uncalance<l appearance from the front •.. A chimney 
stack rises from the ridge of the ell roof where the'e1r·meets 
the main section. This stacl: nerves back- r:.o-back :ireplaces on 
the first floor. Another chimney stack is located further back · 
jn the ell for the kitchen fi~cplace. 

'!'he main section of the hou::;c i::; thr~e by 1;wo bay~. The main 
•':i.cade ha::; a central noorway and 6/6 sash winnows in the other 
two bayc of the fir~t floor ~~r:i the three hay~; on ':he second 
-f'loor. 'i'he rah.le end ::;ine o: this ::;ectS.on :-.. as two windows on 
the main floor and one on the second floor, with a zmall window 
in the gable. The oppocite side has a balanced fe~estration alcn~ 
the main section and the ell. 'i'he window13 have wood sills and 
blinds with bevele0 panels. t.'hese beveled panels are repeated 
in the front porch ornamentation below the railing balusters. 
The banement facade is masked bv lattice wc~k alo~~ the ground 
level of the porch, It han a c~ntral doorw~y and a window to ea::h 
side. In the front oection -D~ the ba8ement in a lar~e hearth ar..d 
a hano water Dump with a trouP:h. The back of the ~asement has an 
archert retainjng wall for the ·kitchen fireplace. ~his arch 
encloses a niche with otone 3helving. Al~o in the basement is 
a arainaF.e system for water that flows from a spring below the 
house. This cystem has troufhS that run along the inner edges 
of the walls, _carrying the water towards the front of the house 
and then out•the side. 

The far rear section of the ell ic built of stone and sets into 
the bank. There were some boulder3 in the bank in the path of the 
wall which could not be moved, so the wall wao just built over 
them and they protrude into the room. Thi3 section was probably 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE -~HEET IF NECESSARY 
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. II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _REUGION 

-1400·1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

-1500·1599 -AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE -5CULPTURE 

-1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _MILITARY -SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

X:X..1700-1799 -ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

XX..1800·1899 _COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY ·,•-TRANSPORTATION 

_1900. -COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT '.· ; ~!~~~.1~re,p1FYI 

ei , • ~9~~~-~s:t;ory 

SPECIFIC OATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The arch.!_ tecture of "r'!;'Ytle Hill" is representa~i ve . of other 
farmhouses in Carroll County. The floor plan with the two rooms 
flanking a central passage in the main section and an ell service 
wing was the most popular arrangement of space in the area. This 
plan allowed for a symmetrical facade, although "Mrytle Hill" 
varies in the use of a three bay facade instead of the later, 
mo're commonly found five bay. The bank form of the house was a 
practical development found in barn architecture in the area 
as well as in domestic forms. Also unique in this farmhouse is 
the partially hipped roof and the basement drainage system. Local 
tradition considers the style of the house and the design of the 
porches as a West Indies influence, which Normand Bruce acquired 
during a trip ·there. 

In a newspaper artic!~. "History of Bruceville" by E.H. Sharetts 
printed in the "Carroll Record," the following data is reported 
concerning Normand Bruce and Bruceville: "The town was laid out 
by Norman }3ruce and named Bruceville about the eighteenth century. 
The earliest accounts of Norman .Bruce are that he emigrated from 
Scotland about the year 1762 and settled on Pipe Creek. In 1763 
the state of Maryland granted to the above named Bruce and Edward 
Diggs five thousand three hundred and one acres of land, extending 
from Keysville along Big Pipe Creek north of Bruceville--the whole 
region was called 'Bedford' .•.• the land south of the creek belonged 
to John Ross Key. Norman Bruce desiring the Key property for the 
purpose of erecting a mill on the Big Pipe Creek, entered into 
negotiations with Key, which resulted in an exchange of their 
estates. Norman Bruce married in 1764, Susanna Key, daughter of 
Phillip Key, of St. Mary's County, •... Susanna received from her 
father by will, fourteen hundred acres of land, being one half 
of 'Terra Rubra.• Bruce took up large grants in Frederick County, 
(now Carroll) and became a large la.'1.dholder ~ having in possession •• 
•• fourteen thousand eighty-nine and one-quarter acres. He was 
sheriff in Frederick County, an officer in the Revolution, one of 
the first Justices of the Peace, who formed the court of Frederick 
County, of the new government in 177?, and Justice of the Levy 
Court in 180J. Norman Bruce died April 25, 1811." 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



excerpts from t he De ed ·1· r acc-- t. y;{·1'Lf. t-' LI · 

111ten acres of land more or lcr; s uprn w11ich is erect ed a mill, 
sawe mill, bone mill and ,-:._.,. ,~ 1.1 i. n 1r~ ." 

. - ·· 

2carroll County Wi ll r; 9/ 1 1 / 1<360 £-,!ill Property "parcel 
in town of Brucevil l n, ar!,io i nj 111; land:: 0f Upton ::i co t. t, George Merin~ , 
and Ni chola::.; Koontz ." 

J "lot in and ad,i oj nin.n: Bruc~vi 11 c ~nnveyed to Na then Hendricks by 
William P . Farquhar an d Hw~h Shaw :1p•l other!; . '.'oge t her with the 
gri~t mill and saw mi l l and a] 1 <1 i lt•·11·l.:inces ancJ machi nery and pri
vileges thereunto bcl 0n rri n .... or a p1>1 ,.1.:\i n i ng tqr:cther with the Tavern 
House and lots in zaid Nath0n dendr i r: lc ' :; Por:set>~d "n on the thirteenth 
day of September in Lhe y cnH· c 1 ~h t,1•1 11 hundrr:d nnd twenty six together 
with the miller ' s hn1l;.c , r.1)1>11c-r ' ·: ·1·1·1::,., rlnd ;;hnn , and stabling and 
all the imorovement:-; an •J n. r•;•11 r t.encr·· l•r l on r:·. n.r: t o oaid tract or 
parcel of l and and J. cit.r: ow~v:•t , ~11~ 1 d nr !~o!";:>C':~ ~;etl by the said Nathan 
Hendricks and Dani el H~j nc:: 1.n .1 t•hn .r·l\.:ilc h by rleed of mortgage 
bearin~ d::ite the day ~ r.rl y~:' •· i ·1:· t; :1 :·n1·c;!":;Jir• Dncl rc~orded in I·i b r? r. 
JS 2?/ Folio 122" 

411 containinp; 2i acre ~: ~(: l~ Pr.r·c he:: rnnrc or ] c ;.c with all and si r r.:111 rlr 
the grist rnj 11 and :;wa miJ l, n\"/0.ll i.n1~ house ~: , out houses, and other 
improvements, waters, wat er c:ou rce~; , ri r ht i:; .•. " 

5"That tract of land l .vin 1r nncl be 1.n.· rm l3ie; Pi pc Creek in County 
aforesaid whereon arQ a miJ J and <l':Jo; I I 1 n .'; hciu :;c:; purchased by the 
said Jessee Cloud of U nton Ur 11<!i:? :m·· . 1 : zabc th Key ;.~cott." 

6conveyed all land to ;,rm Uptot? ?11·11: • , ·1: i th c~rt.n.in rightz granted 
to daughter Elizabet!:!~~.'' :..icott . 



r MYR'T'LE HILL Descripti on--cont . page 2 

an early outbuilding to which a later ;1 .l ri\ ti on was built to connect 
it to the rear of the ell . Evid ence th :lL Lhis ell exten sion occurred 
is found in the change in th~ roo r frar1 i ng over this area, and some 
bead-edged siding in the attic at ';he :;pot where the original ell 
ended. A stone outbuild ine; l)f on e roorn wi.th a narrow bared window 
was built to serve as a one-cell jail . 

The interior has a mixture of doorway r11ol<iings. The ornamental 
trimwork and mantelpiecen have a ~rovinr,jal character . The staircane 
is located in the central hall anrl ri ::c:: in two directions from its 
landing. The plaster walls have a cur·1r! at the top where they 
gently slope in at the corner::; (which mny be an indication of a 
hewn flare in the post to ntren,o;then i 1 ~: joint with the girt) • 

........ 

MYRTLE HILL Sie;nifir,ance- -cont. 

Norman Bruce is an enli~htenine perJon:ili ty who characterizes the 
weal thy rural landowner rJuring thf'? ~{e·; \ I utionary Period . His 
versiti.lity as a farmer, niller, ~oldi· · 1· , :;hcri!'f and judge reveals 
the di verse interests and lmowledr;c ne1:r!:-;sary fo r the colonial and 
pioneer settlers . Towards the t:?n ci o~· 1, i :: life . however , the economic 
conditions of the countr.v ca11:;wi finan•· i :il problems for Bruce . After 

(' his death , Myrtle Hill wns sold and converted to use as a tavern. 
Later it became the ho1~e or the f.,<:rhj ·1 : :'n'!llj ly . who developed the 
community into a centralized milli n;: 1,own . 

"Myrtle Hill," with it reprer.:entative r1cchi. tcctural form plus its 
individual characterist.j c8, nrc~cm t:: rn 1 hi:; tori cal resource for 
understandin~ the life and cul t.ur" :;ur"n1inding n. citizen of the 
Revolutionary Period, and the la t.er ri.~v"l('\PTncnt throuP.;h industrialization 
of a small rural neiP;h~\orhoo rl to :1 m1 11 i n:-r center which supported 
the community into thq_ 20th Crn1;ury . 

. 
• • 
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CONTINUE ON SEi'ARATE SHEET I F NECESSl\ff; 

DiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACllEAGE OF NOMINATEO PAO .. EATY ------

VERBAL BOUNOAR¥-DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNflf.S FOR PllOPERl IES ov• I ' l\PPI NG STAT!; OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE co''• 

STATE r.O•m ,· 

mroRM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TrTlE 

ORGA NIZATION 
.Ioseph Getty r.1ay 1976 

OAfE 

Carrol 1 Co11n+y Cammi ttcc_o..:._j.h£--1:.'.ll::.:...:.:1r:•1 
STREET lo NUM&EA 

H j r; tar i co 1 '1.._'.._r....,11 ..... ~ ..... t...__8_1_~B_-_6_1+_9_4_ 
H lf.PllONf 

Westminster i.:aryland 211.57 
CITY OR TOWN SlAf( 

The Maryland Histori c Sit~s Invcntnry was officially created 
by an Act of the Mar/lc1.n<l Lcr1isl.it ur.c, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryl. .. md, 1\Ll"i~: .. ·I I, SP<.:tion 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inv·~ntory .:ire bcin~ rct!parcd for information 
and record purposes only and <lo noL constitute a ny infringe
ment of individual property righL5. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 Stale Cir cle 
Annapolis, Murylund 2J •tOl 
(301) 267-1438 
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