
'! orship at Sandy :·Iount United :·:ethodist 
C:.'1~ch today is ::;:iracticed in a rece::1t sanctu::,,ry, 
pc;,rt of their conteDporary :·rnrship an:l educa tiona.l 
co;:rplex. T:rie 1868 unco:rrsed. stone building 
is not u:::ed bu-':- on special occasions, and svmds 
connected to it's successors. In 1827 <:. iee:i 
·,.ias conveyed. to five trustee::; to erect a. 11o'J.se of 
;-rors:1i:p. ":'his orisin2.l log ~>tructure ;·ras built 
on the sa::;e site '"-S the :;:::r9sent 1868 building 
·.ihich was erec (.ed after the original W!3.S cle2.re:l. 
Th8 two-story stone building has a second floor 
s2.nctu::>ry. 
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fl DESCRIPTION 
CAR.R-13 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED 

.xG'ooo _RUINS 

_FAIR _UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 
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CHECK ONE 

·~GFNAL SITE 
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18&8 
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EXTERIOB -- Sandy Mount is a two-story, uncoursed stone building, 
including foundation. The walls have large alternating stone quoins at all 
corners. The three-bay front, three-bay side building faces North west towards 
Old Westminster Pike, and level with it. It sits 100 yards from that road, 
and halfway between Westminster and Finksburg. The contemporary sanctuary and. 
fellowship hall is on the southernmost side of the stone structure, On the 
northern is the church cemetary. The stone church is not used on a regular 
basis today. 

The structure is topped with a gable roof and asphalt shingles. 
Decorative, double brackets support the box cornice; they are mounted to a 
plain frieze and alternate with dentals. This holds true on all sides, but the 
back wall. A front interior square belfry (1890's - empty) of wood construction, 
with a turret roof and wood shingles, sits atop the roof. F..ach facade of the bel­
fry has a two-tiered, plain railing with plain balusters, a round arch opening and 
a corner bracket to support the cornice. These corner brackets are of the same 
pattern as those supporting the roof cornice. 

FRONT FACADE -- The three-bay front has double-hung sash windows with 
plain trim, wood lintel, and stained glass. The middle window is a double one. 
The bottom row windows are double sash also with the same trim and lintel, but 
are smaller in height and have 6/1 panes. The six top panes are stained glass. 
The double recessed doors are recent and encased in a panelled archway with plain 
t'. "·.and lintel. The doors have a four-light transom of stained glass. Over 
the entrance lintel is a protruding wrought-iron light fixture. 

There is also a huge slate above the front door, which looks worn and possibly 
was dated at one time. 

SIDES -- The north and south side walls are similar to the front. 
Their top windows are of the same trim, lintel and stained glass. The bottom 
windows are 6/6 with the same trim an::l lintel and the panes are green, textured 
glass. On each facade are one or two large iron washers which signify a support 
beam. The south wall iseonnected to the contemporary building and has a recent, 
exterior middle, single chimney. 

BACK -- The back wall is two-bays wide. Its top windows are of the same 
trim as the other windows. The bctt.om half of the wall is unexposed, it is 
attached to a cement block, recent building which is p:i.rt of the fellowship hall. 
No brackets or frieze adorn the cornice, simply a plain molding which runs the 
length of the back, under the cornice. 

INTERIOR -- The sanctuary is on the second floor and is reached with 
a first floor entrance and narthex area with stairs on either side. The bottom 
floor was used for both Sunday School and storage. Now storage only. The stai~s have 
two-runs. The first run is open-string with decoratively turned balusters and a 
square panelled newel, topped with a round finial. The second run is closed string 
The nave is eight pews deep with middle and side aisles. The piaster walls have thili 
plain baseboards and surround the rectangular shaped nave, which has a cent al 
alcove on the back wall. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 
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SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Sandy Mount is today a United Methodist Church, but it began and was or 
ganized as a Methodist Protestant (M.P.) Church. It was the first of its denomination 
in Carroll County and one Of the earliest M.P. Churches in the States. 

In the mid 1820's the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church refused to admit laymen into the church councils. It was on this issue of 
lay representation as well as Episcopal power that the church split, and in 1829, the 
Methodist Protestant Church was formed. The Methodist Protestants grew in Carroll 
County. New Churches, Western Maryland College ai'ld the Westminster Theological 
Seminary were organized under their auspices. 

The first piece of evidence available in Sandy Mount history is a deed 
iated September 28, 1827. It conveys one acre of land from one Allen Baker to 
a board of five trustees, including hims(;;J.f, The legal condition was that they 
must erect a house of worship. No history before this point is available, but 
it is gathered that Methodist fellowship was managed in local holiles and barns 
and these five men were elders or leaders of some sort. In time, growth demanded 
a worship building. The original acre of land was cut out of an old tract called 
"Elizabeth's Fancy." On this acre was erected a log meeting house --on the same 
site as the stone sanctuary. 'lhe log house was simply called a .. Methodist Meeting 
House." It apparently had galleries on both side and at the north end. "The 
Reformersof Baltimore City", the first dissenters in Baltimore that broke with 
the Mettiodist Epi. ~opal Church, sent one Rev. Eli Henkle to the log meeting house. 
He was an itinerant preacher at that time, but later came back to take care of 
the "Reisterstown Charge", for the sandy Mount area was then i-rt of Baltimore 
County. 

In 1855, issues of the Civil War split the church. The controversy 
was over whether or not slaves should be allowed to worship with their masters. 
The trustees of the unofficially renamed "Sandy Mount" refused such practice, thus 
a portion of the congregation broke away and buil~ the Pleasant Gr<>ve Methodist 
Episcopal Church --CARR. -94. The two congregations worshipped separately for 
eighty-seven years, until they were reunited by merger in 19'+3. 

Three fine stone masons; Ward, Bush, and Shipley built the stone 
Pleasant Grove, and soon after they were called by sandy Mount to build them a 
church. The result is the present stone sanctuary, now in disuse due to a 
contempora, structure. The cornerstone was laid in 1867 and completed in 1868. 
An old leg~ni explains the app:,irently bellied sagging front walls of the church. 
The three men took a lunch break, and tradition says returned, themselves with a 
'belly-full" from the old inn which stood directly across from the inn. The re­
sult of their post drinking bouts were slightly irregular walls. When the bell 
and belfry were added in the 1890's, a fear that vibrations would shake 

-continued-
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Sandy Mount United Methodist Church 

CARR. -93 

Cornerstone Laying Service Pamphlet for the Church -October 12, 19.58 

7 DESCRIPI'ION 

The ceiling is very decorative. It appears to be of moulded plaster, coffered 
with a repeating geometric design within the squares. An inverted dome shape fixture 
of the same medium accomod.ates a central light. The ceiling melts to the wall, 
softly, with a curved, frieze design. 

The chancel has an altar and choir area. The altar is elevated and is 
against the back south/west wall. The chancel is divided from the nave by a decora­
tively turned baluster, railing. Two stained glass windows adorn the chancel wall; 
three on either side of the nave, and a double window on the back north/east wall. 
These windows are plainly trimmed with deep sills. 

The narthex doors are plainly trimed with round moulded corner blocks. 
They are each, four vertically, panelled doors. 

8 SIGNIFICANCE 

and tumble the walls, led to the installation of long iron rods running through 
the building. Huge washer-like iron discs were affixed to the ends and bolted in 
place. The bell was eventually moved in 1974, to the new sanctuary. 

In 1896, sandy Mount was placed on the Finksburg Circuit, and remained so for 
nearly 100 years. In 1868 it was officially renamed and incorporated with "The 
'Sandy Mount Congregation belonging to the Methodist Protestant Church in the United 
States". 

In 1937 much renovation of the old building was undertaken, including redecora­
tion of the Sunday School floors, new floor__in the sanctuary and new pews. 

In 194J, Pleasant Grove merged with Sandy Mount. 
1949; the present kitchen was added. 
1956; purchase of large tract of land for expansion. 
19.58; new educational building was erected. 
1960; new :i:arsonage, which made possible a break with the circuit and the 

ta.king on of its own pastorate and obligations. 
1974; new sanctuary 

The church for over 150 years has survived through controversy, division 
and war. 
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