(onn . =A%

Pleasant Grove Methodist Episcopal Church
is an uncoursed two-story abandoned stone
building in a very bad state of disrepair.
Jorship has been non-existant since 1943 when
Pleasant Grove and Sandy Hount merged after
87 years of conflict over Xethodist practice
and doctrine., Before the conflict arose the
two congregations worshipped as one 2t Sandy
Hount Methodist,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (tF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This l=-story, 2-bay front, 3-bay side, uncoursed stone building, including
wall and foundation, faces south/west. It sits 20-30 yards off the 0ld
Westminster Pike; facing it and level with it. Its back wall and graveyard
face north/west towards Maryland 140. Pleasant Grove sits among very large and
heavy sprawling trees on its property. The surrounding land contains surburban
sprawl.

The small, stone, rectangular church is in severe stages of decay. Although
it is not beyond repair, years of neglect have hastened its aging. The wall
corners are reinforced with large alternating stone quoins, which asd support to the
uncoursed stone construction. The structure is tightly closed due to the con=-
solidation of the Pleasant Grove and Sandy Mount Congregations, The condition
of the blind shutters and doors show a stateof disrepair that makes it difficult
to picture the building in its heyday.

Windows are 12/12 double hung sash with plain trim, wood base, wood lintel and
blind shutters. They recess 2 to 3 inches., The gable roof construction appears
to be covered with wood shingles and ends in a box cornice. On all sides there is
a row of cyma reversa moulding and under that a row of plain moulding (under the
cornice). The front gable cornice extends on the front wall to form a pointed
pediment structure.

The northern most roof has an interior middle single brick chimney. The
back wall is 2-bays with windows of the same construction as the rest. The
surface of this wall was covered with gravelled plaster, but has since peeled.

The front facade has two identical entrances. These are rescessed, double
two vertical panelled wood doors, with five-light transoms. Each door is
plainly trimmed with a wood lintel and a panelled interior, square arch, 4wo
small windows of the same motif as the others are located two feet above each
entrance.

Square ventilation ducts or openings in the foundation facilitate air flow=-

there is no bhasement.

INTERIOR- The interior is in an awful state, with knee-deep dust, dirt and
fallen architecture.

Mainly, it is evident that it is a single room that once had a north/east end
chancel and an eight or ten pew deep nave. An interior stairway leads to a
choir loft with risers. Plaster walls are now deteriorated. The structure is
up for sale (as of 10/2/78), and is threatened with destruction.

A stone under the gable reads *Pleasant Grove Church, M.E., 1856"

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The organi zation of Pleasant Grove Methodist Episcopal Church grew
out of Civil War controversies within Sandymount Church. The Trustees of Sandy
Mount refused to permit slaves to worship with their masters., Thus, a portion
of their congregation (history in CARR. =93) broke away and built Fleasant Grove,
one quarter of a mile from Sandy Mount and worshipped as Methodist Episcopals,

The building was built by three fine strong stonemasons; George
Ward, Dan Bush and Bill Shipley. It was completed in 1856, These masons later built
the stone sanctuary at Sandy Mount. It was not until eighty-seven years later
that they finally reunited by merger in 1943, abandoned the Pleasant Grove
building and both congregations met as one at the Sandy Mount Church.

Pleasant Grove is not an outstanding monument to the Methodist
spiscopal Church in Maryland, as earlier ones were. Instead it is important in
general to the history of Methodism. As an offshoot of controversial tension,
stemming from moral questions, its history combined with Sandy Mount provides a
picture of the Methodist time~line.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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nMA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

"A Brief History of Sandy Mount Church" by Wm. R. Boyer
--manuscript of sermon --Nov. 14, 1976
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