
Pleasant Grove '.·lethodist Episcopal Church 
is an uncoursed two-story abandoned stone 
building in a very bad state of disrepair, 
\forship has been non-existant since 1943 when 
Pleasant Grove and Sandy Ifou!'lt merged after 
87 years o::' conflict over :":ethodist practice 
a.:'ld d.octYine, Before the conflict arose the 
two congregations worshipped as one at Sandy 
Mount Methodist. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Pleasant Grove Methodist (Episcopal) Church 
AND/OR COMMON 

Pleasant Grove Methodist (Episcopal) Church 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER Old Westminster Pike 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

-X- VICINITY OF FinkSburg & westmj nster 4 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

-~ILDINGISI ..)¢'RIVA TE )4[NOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS ~ES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES. UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME c/o Sandy Mount United Methodist Church 

STREET & NUMBER 

2101 Old Westminster Pike 
CITY. TOWN 

Westminster _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Carroll County Office Building 

STREET & NUMBER 

2tf5 North Center Street 
CITY. TOWN 

D REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

COUNTY 

Carroll 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

__ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT ~ELIGIOUS 
_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

STATE, zip code 
Md. 21157 

Liber #: 
Folio #: None 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COU:>ITY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE _EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

CONDITION 

~TERIORATED 
_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

_UNALTERED 

~TERED 
1.r::·07, 

_MOVF.D DATE~' '-~·~'<.Jo _ 
_ FAIR 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This 1-story, 2-bay front, 3-bay side, uncoursed stone building, including 
wall and foundation, faces south/west. It sits 20-30 yards off the Old 
Westminster Pike; facing it and level with it. Its back wall and gra.veya.TCl 
face north/west towards Maryland 140. Pleasant Grove sits among very large and 
heavy sprawling trees on its property. The surrounding land contains surburban 
sprawl. 

The small, stone, rectangular church is in severe stages of decay. Although 
it is not beyond repair, years of neglect have hastened its aging. The wall 
corners are reinforced with large alternating stone quoins, which adi support to the 
uncoursed stone construction. The structure is tightly closed due to the con­
solidation of the Pleasant Grove and sandy Mount Congregations. The condition 
of the blind shutters and doors show a stateof disrepair that makes it difficult 
to picture the building in its heyday. 

Windows are 12/12 double hung sash with plain trim, wood base, wood lintel and 
blind shutters. They recess 2 to 3 inches. The gable roof construction appears 
to be covered with wood shingles and ends in a box cornice. On all sides there is 
a row of cyma. reversa moulding and under that a row of plain moulding (under the 
cornice). The front gable cornice extends on the front wall to form a pointed 
pediment structure. 

The northern most roof has an interior middle single brick chimney. The 
back wall is 2-bays with windows of the same construction as the rest. The 
surface of this wall was covered with gravelled plaster, but has since peeled. 

The front facade has two identical entrances. These are recessed, double 
two vertical panelled wood doors, with five-light transoms. Ea.ch door is 
plainly trimmed with a wood lintel and a panelled interior, square arch, "(wo 
small windows of the same motif as the others are located two feet above each 
entrance. 

Square ventilation ducts or openings in the foundation facilitate air flow­
·there is no basement. 

INTERIOR- The interior is in an awful state, with knee-deep dust, dirt and 
fallen architecture. 

Mainly, it is evident that it is a single room that once had a north/east end 
chancel and an eight or ten pew deep nave. An interior stairway leads to a 
choir loft with risers. Plaster walls are now deteriorated. The structure is 
up for sale (as of 10/2/78), and is threatened with destruction. 

A stone under the gable reads "Pleasant Grove Church, M.E., 1856" 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTl.iRE ~IGIDN 
_ 1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY· HISTORIC _CONSERVATION -LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500·1599 __,A.GRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 __.A.RCHITECTJRE -EDUCATION _MILITARY _SQCIO.UHUMANITARIAN 

_ 1700-1799 __.A.RT _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

,x(soo-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHiLOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

- 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY -POL1TICS1GOVERNMENT _OTHER I.SPECIFY: 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT /,(,,j:,Kj) / 8.t,:;;~ cYH/~c:...b/ / 
'---

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The organi zation of Pleasant Grove Methodist Episcopal Church gnew 
out of Civil War controversies within Sa.nd.ymount Church. 'lbe Trustees of Sandy 
Mount refused to permit slaves to worship with their masters. Thus, a portion 
of their congregation (history in CARR. -93) broke away and built Pleasant Grove, 
one quarter of a mile from Sandy Mount and worshipped as Methodist Episcopa.ls. 

'lbe building was built by three fine strong stonemasons; George 
Ward, nan Bush and Bill Shipley. It was completed in 1856. These masons later built 
the stone sanctuary at Sandy Mount. It was· not until eighty-seven years later 
that they finally reunited by merger in 1943, abandoned the Pleasant Grove 
building and both congregations met as one at the Sandy Mount Church. 

Pleasant Grove is not an outstanding monument to the Methodist 
i:piscopa.l Church in Maryland, as earlier ones were. Instead it is important in 
general to the history of Methodism. As an offshoot of controversial tension, 
stemming from moral questions, its history combined with Sandy Mount provides a 
picture of the Methodist time-line. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

"A Brief History of Sandy Mount Church" by Wm. R. Boyer 
--manuscript of sermon --Nov. 14, 1976 

CONTINUE ON SEP.AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE Maryland COUNTY Carroll 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME, TITLE Fredi Eckhardt historic site surveyor 

ORGANIZATION Carroll county Committe of the Maryland Historf&Il Trust 

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

210 East Main Street 848-6494 
cny OR TOWN Westminster STATE Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS- 1108 
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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ? STATE: 

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
~ 
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OftlCAL TRus/'ATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 0 MD. hlST 
BOX 1704 
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~ 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
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11. NAME ·~~~~ R 
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12. LOCATION 
S

0

TREET ANC NUMBER: 

~~ 1°'1\A { ... \.~<; f.,.A Ir:: ,..,,L ,.,-/7Z . ....J"'Vl l~A~ c.r4.._ \ 
CITY OR TOV.N I - I 

...ft c. • ~Atvf)t) MC"t<... "'-.,-- ~t..v~c...k 
STATE I CODE I COUNTY• I CODE 

l\AJ I I C:.e1A.A .. o-t.-( I 
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(Check Ono) 

OWNFRSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 
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0 

r-
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Both 0 Being Considered 'I Preaervotion work Unrestricted 0 Object ~ 

,_, 
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Is. LOCAIJ.OM OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

irClURTHOU51':. REGISTRY OF DEEDS 

( J f tlA.A 
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CARR-'1'1 N. R. FIELD SHEET 
( 7. DESCRIPTION · 

CONDITION 
(Check One) 

E>ecellent O Goocl Gr" Foir 0 Oeteriototed 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 0 

I 
(Check Ono) (Chock Ono) 

INTEGRITY 
Moved 0 Original Site ...Et Altered 0 Unaltered CJ-" 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 4NO ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 

z 



% 

0 

z 

w 
w 

18· 
N R F IELD ~;... .. ...,, . 

StGNIFICANCE 
PERIOO (Checlc One or Mont•• Approprlt1t11) 

Pre-Columbian 0 16th Cen h.lry 0 18th Century 

15th Century 0 17th Century 0 19th Century 

SPECIFIC OATEISI (It Appl/ceble and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Chock One or Mortt ea Appropriate) 

Abor iglnal Edueotion 0 Poll Ilea I 

Prehi s rorlc 0 Engineering 0 Religion/Phi· 

Historic 0 Industry 0 losophy 

Agricuhure 0 lnvenrion 0 Science 

Ari 0 Landscape Sculpture 

Comnoerce 0 Arc: hi tee lure 0 Social/Human• 

Communications 0 Literature 0 I •orion 

Conservation 0 Miiitary 0 Thea I er 

Music 0 Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (lncludo Pereona/loa, Dales, Events, Etc.) 

0 20th Century 0 
~ 

0 Urban Planning 0 
Othe1 (Sp•clfy) 0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 



N. R. FIELD SHEET 
9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REF ERENCES 

10. GEOGR APHICAL DATA 
LATITUDE ANO LONC.OITUOE COORDINATES 0 

LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORD INATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE. PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THA:N ON~ ACRE 

CORNER LA Tl TU DE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Mlnut.s Second• Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minute• Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 
SE 0 . 0 . . 
SW 0 . . 0 . . 

LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

STA TE: CODE COUNTY: CODE. 

STATE! CODE COUNTY : COOE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE. 

r11. FORM P REPARED BY 
NAME ANO Tl TLE: i2{; 6-ci,~1 I \fC I 
ORGAN I 2A Tl ON 

fvtJt,- IOATE I q "'") "'D 

STREET ANO NUMBER1 

CITY OR TOWN 1 STATE COOE 

12. STAT E LI AISON Ol=" FICER CERTlt=fCA'ilON NAT IONAL REGISTER VER IFICATION 

As the des 1gnoted State Liaison Officer for the Na· 

tiona\ Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
I herebv certify that this property is included in the 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register. 

Ln the Nottonu l Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated uccord1ng to the criteria and p rocedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
Chief, O{(ice ot Archeolo~y and Historic Preservation 

level of significance of this nom1natton is: . 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Date 

Name 
ATTEST: 

Title 

Keeper ot The National Register 

Date Date 
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ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE 

PRESENT OWNER 

PRESENT USE 

WALL CONSTRUCTION 

NO OF STORIES 

DATE OR PERIOD 

STYLE 

ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

INVEtHORY 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 
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5, PHYSICAL CONDITION OF n'RUCTURE Endangered 
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