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Summary: 

c. 1860-1865 

The Messler Family Farm is located in part on land that was first surveyed by Allen 
Farquhar and patented as "Locust Thicket" in 1748. Farquhar sold the land to Ulrick Messler. 
Ulrick Messler died in April 1802, leaving his son John (I) " ... my Lands laying in Frederick 
County ... ," which totaled over 500 acres. John Messler (I) died in 1816, leaving a will. His sons, 
John (II), William, David and Joseph were to divide the land into four farms, John (II) receiving 
the northern-most farm, which he was already living on. Between 1825 and 1835, John Messler 
(II) died, and the estate seems to have been left in limbo for some time. The farm was purchased 
in 1859 by two of John's (II) sons, Ulrick (1811-1870) and John Thomas (1822-1886). At this 
time the farm had a log house and barn on it. The existing barn, based on tax records, seems to 
have been built between 1852 and 1876. Many of the joists on the existing barn are re-used logs 
with v-notches on the ends, and probably came from the earlier barn. As the farm sold in 1859, 
the new barn probably dates to after that period. The :framing of the upper story, with large posts 
in the center and smaller dimensioned lumber used on both the ramp and forebay sides, is typical 
of barns in the period c. 1840-1865. This, then would suggest that the barn was built c. 1860-65, 
a period that saw a great flurry of building activity in Carroll County. By 1876, the Messlers had 
added a frame house near Quaker Hill Road and converted the log house to tenant use. Another 
frame dwelling was put up south of the existing barn. A second barn was built, probably near the 
house on Quaker Hill Road. The farm remained in the Messler family until 1962 when Lehigh 
Portland Cement Company acquired it. The buildings have gradually disappeared until now, when 
only the one barn survives. It is no longer maintained or used, and is threatened by the new 
Ladiesburg Road project, which may pass right through it. 
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Summary: 

The Messler Family Farm is located in about the 600 block of Quaker Hill Road in 
west-central Carroll County Maryland, approximately 1 mile southeast of the town of Union 
Bridge. The farm is located on the east side of Quaker Hill Road along a dirt farm lane that 
intersects Quaker Hill Road at the location of Wolfe's Cemetery. The only building that 
survives from the farm is a bank barn. The lower story is of rubble stone on three sides with 
a CMU wall constructed beneath the southeast elevation of the forebay. On the northeast 
gable end the stone is primarily ashlar, some of it coursed. The upper story of the barn has 
vertical board siding with beaded edges. The barn has a gable roof of standing-seam metal 
with a northeast to southwest ridge. The northwest elevation has a splayed stone ramp wall on 
the north side. The upper story has two pair of wagon doors in the center that are hung on 
strap hinges. In the lower story, the southwest end has been converted to a dairy barn. Many 
of the joists are reused V-notch comer logs. The upper story has two center threshing floors 
with a hay mow on each end and a granary in both the north and west comers. The barn is 
constructed of a hewn heavy timber frame with mortised-and-tenoned-and-pegged joints. 
There are five bents. Each bent has three major posts, while the end posts at the forebay and 
the ramp are of smaller dimension. There is a CMU pasteurizing shed just southeast of the 
barn and is attached to it at the east comer. The barn sits very close to the path of the 
proposed new Ladiesburg Road alignment and is threatened with demolition in the near future. 

Contributing Resources: 1 

The Messler Family Farm is located in about the 600 block of Quaker Hill Road in 
west-central Carroll County Maryland, approximately 1 mile southeast of the town of Union 
Bridge. The farm is located on the east side of Quaker Hill Road along a dirt farm lane, that 
is set well back off of the road, and is not visible from it. This farm lane intersects Quaker 
Hill Road at the location of Wolfe's Cemetery. The only building that survives from the farm 
is a bank barn and there are no other clear foundations from other structures on the site. The 
road runs northeast from Quaker Hill Road, then curves around to near the east comer of the 
barn, then curves back to the northeast and continues on up the hill in that direction. The barn 
is set in a bowl with hills all around it. There is a low wet spot southeast of the barn with a 
small stream that runs generally·to the west. The barn is banked into a hill on the northwest 
and west with a forebay that faces southeast. The lower story is of rubble stone on three sides, 
with a frame wall on the southeast elevation that was partially removed and a CMU wall was 
constructed beneath the southeast elevation of the forebay. On the northeast gable end the 
stone is primarily ashlar, somewhat random, and some of it coursed. There is also some 
rubble stone in the wall that appears to be a repair. The stonework is primarily Sam's Creek 
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metabasalt. The upper story of the barn has vertical board siding with beaded edges. Some of 
the board siding has beads on both sides, other boards have a bead on only one side, and some 
of the siding has not beads at all. There are portions of an original drip edge set at the bottom 
of the siding. This drip edge is of wood and has a chamfered top edge to it. The barn has a 
gable roof of standing-seam metal with a northeast to southwest ridge. 

On the southeast elevation, the lower story CMU wall has a doorway at each end and 
another in the center. There are seven window openings between the south and center doors, 
and eleven window openings between the center and east doors. A section of the original wall 
below the forebay survives behind the CMU wall, to the east, but it has been altered. This 
wall has random-width, vertical-board siding, with cut nails on its bottom section and narrow 
tongue-and-groove, vertical-board siding on the top half. The window openings here have 
been widened. The opening pattern, from south to east, has a door, window, door, window, 
door. Portions of the doors survive. They were vertical-board Dutch doors hung on tapered 
strap hinges with round ends. The upper story of the southeast elevation has a pattern from 
south to east of two vents, a door, a vent, a door, and two more vents. The vents are of wood 
louvers. The doors are vertical- board double doors hung on butterfly hinges and set above 
identical double doors. 

The northeast elevation lower story has a brick pier under the forebay at the east comer 
and brick on the east comer of the stone foundation. There is a door under the forebay 
between these brick piers that is constructed primarily of new tongue-and-grooved boards and 
is hung on short tapered strap hinges that have round ends. The pintles are driven into the 
mortar joints of the brick. The foundation has two window openings, each of which has two 
sash that were originally of four lights each. The jambs and mullions are all sash sawn. The 
lintels for these window openings have two large stones with a square stone in the center 
between them acting as a keystone. The upper story has two vents in the center and a granary 
door of vertical boards to the north. Above these openings are four vents. Above them in the 
gable end are two vents with a rusted metal plaque between them and a vent in the gable peak. 

The northwest elevation has a splayed stone ramp wall on the north side. There is a 
window opening on the lower story, to the north of this ramp. The upper story has two pair of 
wagon doors in the center that are hung on strap hinges. These hinges are machine cut and are 
short. They replace earlier strap hinges, and the pintles are new as well. On either side of 
these wagon doors are two window openings, one of which contains the remains of a four-light 
sash. 

On the southwest elevation, the lower story has two large window openings to the west 
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which were cut in later, one of them has a four-light steel sash. Between them is an original 
double wide opening with a mortised-and-tenoned-and-pegged frame. The center mullion is 
now gone, but was also mortised and tenoned and pegged. The stone work on this wall is of 
thin stacked stones, and the south comer of the wall is collapsing because of a cedar tree that is 
growing up through the wall. 

In the lower story, the southwest end has been converted to a dairy barn. The milking 
parlor has a concrete floor, metal stanchions, parged walls, and a tongue-and-grooved board 
ceiling. The original forebay wall has been removed here. There is a double-width wooden 
box set into the southwest foundation wall, with a large wood lintel above it. In the northeast 
end, the original stall pattern has been altered, but contains some hay racks, troughs, and 
boxes that are reused. There are two summer beams that run northeast to southwest. There 
are three posts beneath each of these summer beams, and it appears that there were originally 
five posts total under each. The center post is set under a beveled half-lap scarf in the summer 
beam. Many of the joists are reused V-notch comer logs. Some of the joists run from the 
northwest wall to the northwest summer beam, some run from the northwest wall to the 
southeast summer beam, then joists run from the southeast summer beam to the end of the 
forebay. Beneath the forebay the joists are hewn on all four sides. Both the southwest elevation 
and the northwest elevation have thin stacked stones. The forebay wall is frame and set in a 
low stone foundation. The northeast wall has a wood box set in at the east comer. The hewn 
lintel runs across almost the whole elevation with holes in it for pegs between the windows and 
on either end. Only one of these pegs survives. 

The upper story has two center threshing floors with a hay mow on each end and a 
granary in both the north and west comers. The barn is constructed of a hewn heavy timber 
frame with mortised-and-tenoned-and-pegged joints. There are five bents. Each bent has 
three major posts, while the end posts at the forebay and the ramp are of smaller dimension. 
The girts between the three center posts are also more substantial than the girts from these 
posts to the end posts. There are down braces from the substantial end posts to the sill. There 
is a ladder in the center of the bent and is supported by purlin post trusses. The purlins have 
beveled half-lap scarf joints. There are posts set in each hay mow beneath the purlins, and 
there are braces from each bent down to the sill. The wagon doors are for the most part broken 
into pieces, but were originally mortised-and-tenoned-and-pegged frames to which the siding 
was attached. The original pintles for the wagon doors were blunt and threaded on the end, 
and these ends passed through the posts. Large wrought wing nuts were then screwed into the 
ends of the pintles to keep them from pulling out from the posts. 

There is a CMU pasteurizing shed just southeast of the barn and is attached to it at the 
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east comer. This shed has a gable roof of inverted V-seam metal with a northwest to southeast 
ridge, and has four-light steel sash. The barn sits very close to the path of the proposed new 
Ladiesburg Road alignment and is threatened with demolition in the near future. 

KS/le: 12-9-97: QukrHill.des 
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Summary: 

The Messler Family Farm is located in part on land that was first surveyed by Allen 
Farquhar and patented as "Locust Thicket" in 1748. Farquhar sold the land to Ulrick Messler. 
Ulrick Messler died in April 1802, leaving his son John (I) " ... my Lands laying in Frederick 
County ... ," which totaled over 500 acres. John Messler (I) died in 1816, leaving a will. His sons, 
John (IT), William, David and Joseph were to divide the land into four farms, John (IT) receiving 

/~ the northern-most farm, :which he was already living on. Between 1825 and 1835, John Messler 
(II) died, and the estate seems to have been left in limbo for some time. The farm was purchased 
in 1859 by two of John's (II) sons, Ulrick (1811-1870) and John Thomas (1822-1886). At this 
time the farm had a log house and barn on it. The existing barn, based on tax records, seems to 
have been built between 1852 and 1876. Many of the joists on the existing barn are re-used logs 
with v-notches on the ends, and probably came from the earlier barn. As the farm sold in 1859, 
the new barn probably dates to after that period. The framing of the upper story, with large posts 
in the center and smaller dimensioned lumber used on both the ramp and forebay sides, is typical 
of barns in the period c. 1840-1865. This, then would suggest that the barn was built c. 1860-65, 
a period that saw a great flurry of building activity in Carroll County. By 1876, the Messlers had 
added a frame house near Quaker Hill Road and converted the log house to tenant use. Another 
frame dwelling was put up south of the existing barn. A second barn was built, probably near the 
house on Quaker Hill Road. The farm remained in the Messler family until 1962 when Lehigh 
Portland Cement Company acquired it. The buildings have gradually disappeared until now, when 
only the one barn survives. It is no longer maintained or used, and is threatened by the new 
Ladiesburg Road project, which may pass right through it. 

Geographic Organization: 
Chronological/Development Period: 
Historic Period Themes: 
Resource Types: 

Piedmont 
Agricultural-Industrial Transition AD. 1815-1870 
Agriculture, Architecture 
Bank Barn 
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The Messler Family Farm is located in part on land that was first surveyed by Allen 
Farquhar and patented as "Locust Thicket" in 1748. Farquhar sold the land to Ulrick Messler, 
who had it resurveyed in 1755, when it totaled 252 acres, and again in 1767, when the tract 
swelled to 527 acres. Messler (also spelled Misler or Missler or Misster) resurveyed it again in 
1787, renaming the 534 acre tract "Amended," and began a final resurvey the following year 
which was completed by his son, John, in 1802. In addition, Ulrick Messler acquired other land in 
the area along Sam's Creek, which was notable for its predominantly Quaker settlement led by 
Allen Farquhar's son, William, around the Pipe Creek Friends Meeting House (CARR-14). There 
is no indication that Messler ever joined the Quakers, but he and his family seem to have had a 
good working relationship with them. 

Ulrick Messler died in April 1802, leaving his daughter, Mary, £ 150 and his grandson, 
George Yantos, son of his daughter Loveess, £125. To his son, John (I), he gave " ... my lands 
laying in Frederick County and State [of Maryland] together with all my debts and personal 
estate .... " The land still totaled over 500 acres. Unfortunately, the 1798 tax does not list the 
buildings that stood at that time. John Messler (I) was probably already working the farm when 
his father died, as the will had been written in 1794. John was already married, and he and his 
wife, Margaret, had at least three of their five children. John Messler (I) died in 1816, leaving a 
will. It left to his wife 

... the following articles in her own right to wit, one young mare called Silver, 
two cows, two feather beds, bedsteads and furniture, one chest, one table and 
six chairs, her choice, as much of the furniture purchased at the sale of her 
father's estate as she may choose to keep, and the privilege of purchasing 
furniture at the sale of my estate, to the amount of fifty dollars, or, to receive 
that sum in cash. She is also to be furnished with provisions for one year after 
my decease. I also devise as follows for her use, during her life provided she 
remains a widow; ... two hundred dollars a year; fifty dollars of which is to be 
paid by each of my four sons annually .... Also the services of my Negro man 
Frank. The use of the house near the Smith's shop, with a quarter of an acre 
adjoining it, with privilege to get timber off any part of my land, for the 
purpose of paling it in; also wood for necessary fixing; pasture for her mare 
and cows on the place I now reside, and the use of the South West comer of 
the Spring house. But should she not choose to live in the house as above, she 
is not to let it to any person or persons whatever. 

Faced with the need to balance providing for his widow and setting up his five children 
with a good start, John Messler (I) left a detailed account of how he envisioned the future without 
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him. He was fortunate in that he could provide well for everyone. Margaret was provided with a 
very comfortable existence. She had the choice ofliving on her own in the house that had 
probably once housed a tenant blacksmith's family, or to live with someone else, such as one of 
her sons. She was provided with food for a year, giving her time to plant a garden in the quarter 
acre near the house. All of the furnishings she could possibly need were included, as well as any 
of those with sentimental value from either her father's estate, or from her own. She was given a 
horse for transportation and a slave to do her labor, plus $200 a year to live on, which was a tidy 
sum. 

John Messler' s children made out well, too. Daughter Mary, who had married William 
Poultney Farquhar, owner of Mt. Pleasant (CARR-945), in 1805, received $4,000, which was 
enough to buy a considerable farm had her husband needed one. The four sons, John (II), 
William, David and Joseph were to divide the land into four farms, John (II) receiving the 
northern-most farm, which he was already living on, William getting the farm just south of John's 
(II), which he was already living on, David to get the next farm to the south and Joseph to get the 
home farm, at the southern end of the property. Unlike the English, who typically left everything 
to the oldest son, the Germans believed in dividing things equally. Typically, the youngest son 
received the home farm, which would help get him even with his older brothers who had a head 
start on their own farms. In order to help even things, John (I) also gave each of his younger 
sons, David and Joseph, $450 to assist them getting started. This undoubtedly made up for 
assistance he had rendered John (II) and William earlier. 

The other interesting aspect of John's (I) will was that he owned slaves. In general, 
slavery was unpopular among Germans and Quakers, Messler being the former and living 
amongst the latter. His daughter Mary married a Quaker, and his son-in-law served as one of the 
executors of the estate. In addition to Frank, a mulatto boy, Sambo, aged about 18, is mentioned 
in the will because he is given his freedom, but not until he reaches the age of 39. This leaves him 
with 21 years of labor while in his prime, hardly a generous bequest. 

Margaret Messler died in 1826, leaving each of her two youngest sons a bed and her 
daughter Mary the bulk of the estate. Her concern for Mary may have been prompted by the sale 
of Mt. Pleasant and much ofits furnishings and livestock in 1823. It is not known what forced 
the Farquhars to sell, but it seems unlikely that they were trying to improve their situation, as Mt. 
Pleasant was a large and fashionable place. 

After such strong beginnings, the Messler family seems to have suffered some setbacks, or 
at least had a change of heart concerning the Pipe Creek Settlement. All four brothers still owned 
their respective farms in 1825, but by ten years later, William and Joseph were gone from the tax 
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records, David Messler' s farm had a new log house, and John Messler (II) had died. In a short 
time, only John's (II) farm remained in the Messler name. John's (II) children were still young, 
and the estate seems to have been left in limbo for some time. Eventually suit was brought in 
Chancery Court to settle the estate, and the farm was purchased in 1859 by two of John's (II) 
sons, Ulrick (1811-1870) and John Thomas (1822-1886). At this time the farm had a log house 
and barn on it. The court case was periodically revisited throughout the nineteenth century and 
was apparently not settled until the twentieth. Unfortunately, the details of the family's 
machinations are unknown, as the court records were lost. Clerk James H. Billingslea noted in 
September, 1902, "I hereby certify that diligent search and inquiry have been made to find the 
papers and proceedings and that the same cannot be found prior to April 1902, nor are they [of?] 
record." 

The 1862 Martenet Map of Carroll County only names Ulrick Messler on the property, 
though leaving off his brother's name may reflect convenience more than reality, since the tax list 
for 1866 had both their names. No buildings were mentioned, but the Messler's livestock was 
worth $1,398, their farm implements $470 and their produce $1,200. These numbers were all 
very high for this period. Whether the two brothers were working one farm together or had split 
it into two but were still taxed as one because the farm had not been legally split is not clear. 
Later history of the farm suggests the latter. In any case, Ulrick died in 1870 and seven years 
later the farm is in his brother's name, with one residence near the location of the surviving barn 
and a second one at the intersection of the farm lane with Quaker Hill Road. The 1876 tax list 
notes that the farm had a "Weather boarded House, Tenant [House], frame B[ank] Barn and other 
buildings," all worth $2,556. This suggests perhaps that a new house was built by the road for the 
Messlers and the old house given over to tenants. In 1886 John T. Messler was assessed for a 
"New Dwelling & Barn." Aerial photographs from 1943 appear to show a dwelling, perhaps with 
a central gabled dormer, southwest of the surviving barn, on the opposite side of the road and 
stream. The original house appears to be shown east of this barn. 

The meaning of these extra buildings is indicated in the sale ad for the property in 1887, a 
year after John T. Messler died. The 144 acre tract was offered for sale as two farms, one of 80 
1/ 4 acres with " ... a new Weather Boarded Dwelling House, two stories high, a large Bank Barn 
and other necessary out buildings." The ad also noted that "a fine stream of water flows between 
the house and barn." This language suggests that this farm was the one that contained the 
existing barn. The second farm had " ... a new Weather Boarded Dwelling House, two stories 
high, a large new Bank Barn, Wagon Shed and other necessary out buildings." The ad also noted 
that "the above two farms were owned and occupied by Ulrick and John Thomas Messler, during 
their lives." The farms were purchased jointly by Lewis Ulric Messler and John William Messler, 
but John William could not comply with the terms and as a result, Lewis purchased everything. 
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The exact family relationships of these Messlers is not known. However, there is enough 
information to conjecture a history of the development of John Messler's (II) farm. 

Once John Messler (II) had carved an operable farm from the northern-most portion of his 
father's land, he must have constructed a log house and log bank barn. The barn was likely 
located in the general vicinity of the existing barn. Both structures were probably raised in the 
early nineteenth century, the house perhaps around the time of John's marriage to Susanna Wilson 
in 1808 and the barn earlier, as the land increased in productivity. Log barns were very common, 
but not very convenient. It was common to replace sound log barns with frame ones throughout 
the nineteen century. Based on tax records, this seems to have occurred on the Messler farm 
between 1852 and 1876. Many of the joists on the existing barn are re-used logs with v-notches 
on the ends, and probably came from the earlier barn. As the farm sold in 1859, the new barn 
probably dates to after that period; before that time, ownership would have been confused and it 
would be less likely that one of the owners would have added the building or that all the owners 
would have agreed to share the expense. The framing of the upper story, with large posts in the 
center and lumber of smaller dimension used on both the ramp and forebay sides, is typical of 
barns in the period c. 1840-1865, and seems to be a transition from earlier barns that have an 
asymmetrical profile and a forebay built of small dimension lumber, to late nineteenth century 
barns that have a symmetrical profile and timber all of the same large dimensions throughout. 
This, then would suggest that the barn was built c. 1860-65, a period that saw a great flurry of 
building activity in Carroll County. 

Outside of its generally good condition, the barn is of interest for a number of details that 
suggest a considerable pride in craftsmanship and ownership. The northeast elevation, which 
faced the house, contains good quality ashlar, some of it coursed. This is an unusual feature in the 
lower story of Carroll County barns. There is also a brick wall below the forebay on the 
northeast elevation with a doorway in it, creating a rather grand entrance to the barnyard from the 
dwelling. Much of the original siding survives, though in deteriorated condition, 1 and is of 
beaded edge vertical boards. The additional labor of beading that many boards was considerable, 
but the attention to detail extends further. The bottoms of the boards are beveled to butt a sloped 
wood drip edge that runs around the barn. This feature has been observed on several other early 
barns, but rarely survives. The pintles on the wagon doors are not spiked into the posts, but 
rather pass through holes in the posts, are threaded on the end, and are secured with large hand
wrought wing nuts. This is a feature that has never been observed elsewhere. 

By 1876, the Messlers had added a frame house near Quaker Hill Road and converted the 
log house to tenant use. As Lewis and John William got older and began to take over farming 
operations, more space was needed, and another frame dwelling was put up south of the existing 
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barn. A second barn was built, probably near the house on Quaker Hill Road, and finally two 
farms were complete. Lewis Messler sold off 40 acres, at the northeast end of the farm, not 
where any of the buildings stood, then sold the remaining 100 acres to his children in 1929. The 
farm remained in the Messler family until 1962 when Lehigh Portland Cement Company acquired 
it. The buildings have gradually disappeared until now, when only the one barn survives. It is no 
longer maintained or used, and is threatened by the new Ladiesburg Road project, which may pass 
right through it. 

KS/bn:2/l/98:CARR947.sig 
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