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Plum Creek Bridge 
near Elkton 
public 

c. 1890-1910 

The Plum Creek Warren truss is a common bridge type for the late 19th and 

early 20th centuries. Each iron truss consists of five triangular divisions which 

are strengthened by intermitant vertical supports. All the main structural members 

are joined by riveted connector plates and stiffened by small lattice braces. 

Additional support for each truss is provided by a series of lateral diagonal braces 

which extend outward form the vertical plane of the truss. A date plack has not 

remained on any of the diagonal posts, but the structural features and local histories 

suggest an 1890-1910 date. 
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I.I DESCRIPTION 
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CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 
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_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 
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AALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

.XORIGINAL SITE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Plum Creek Bridge spans Plum Creek,a tidal Elk Neck tributary of 
the Elk River. The bridge is located two to three miles south of 
Elkton along Oldfield Point Road. 

The single lane Warren truss is approximately 15 to 20 yards long. 
It rests on poured concrete bank abutments and all the structural 
mevmbers are joined by riveted connector plates. A series of five 
triangles comprise each truss and are divided by smaller vertical 
members. Each truss member is braced by small diagonal crqss lattice 
supports. Additional bracing for each truss is provided by lateral 
angle braces. The braces are attached to the upper chord and extend 
on a diagonal from the. vertical plane of the truss. This diagonal 
brace rests on a horizontal member that extends underneath the 
wooden roadbed. A date plack has not remained on any of the diagonal 
posts. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The exact date of construction for the Plum Creek Warren fruss 
has not surfaced. Structural features and local histories suggest 
an 1890-1910 date. While this is a relatively early date for the 
tounty's iron truss bridges serveral others remain as better 
examples of the type with more historical and industrial significance. 
Due to the increased development and travel on Oldfield Point Road the 
bridge has suffered structural damages and will not withstand the 
continual heavy use it now receives. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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