
Courthouse Point Farmhouse 
CE- 105''1 
Near Chesapeake City 
Private 

c. 1770-1810 

The Courthouse Point Farmhouse is not the only structure 

that has seen dramatic change on this Elk River peninsula. 

The Cecil County Courthouse was located here in the mid 18th 

century after its removal from Ordinary Point on the Sassafras 

River. The courthouse was moved again to Charlestown for five 

years (1782-1787) and finally moved to Elkton. 

The 18th and early 19th century frame farmhouse has 

experienced'dra111atic exterior change with its brick sheathing:; 

bt.11'-;~:basically retains its exteriol'.' form. The "f"elescoping" 

plan is· a c'ommon evolutionary cycle with many eastern shore 

structures. With this house the earlier section is the single 

story heavy timber frame section with exposed corner posts. 

The two story hall/parlor house was probably added around 1800. 

The interior has also experienced alterations but a large amount 

of late 18th century and early 19th century woodwork remains. 

The two first floor mantels are especially fine examples of 

Federal feriod design and craftsmanship. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
MAGI # 0810575204 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Courthouse Pmint Farm house 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

1460 Courthouse Poitj.t Road 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Ches. City X VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

'.1f_BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

-OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC X OCCUPIED 

XPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS ~YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Nancy H. Schreiber 
STREET & NUMBER 

1460 Courthouse Point Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Chesapeake City __JL v1c1N1TY0F 

BLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Clerk of the Circuit Court 
STREET & NUMBER 

Cecil County Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN 

Elkton 

Ill REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

COUNTY• 
Cecil 

1 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL ~PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER: 

Telephone # : 885-5801 

STATE, Z1B code 
Maryland 21 915 

Liber #: WAS 168 
Folio #: 55 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

_,_, DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

12S,GOOD 

_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

-RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CG-Jo57 

CHECK ONE 

~RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE. __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The farmhouse on Courthouse Point exhibits a long eventfull 
history of architectural change which seems to begin with a 1~ 
story two bay by one room timber frame house that probably dates 
from the third quarter of the 18th century. Added to this structure's 
west gable end is a 21 story three bay by one room side hall/ 
parlor frame house off slightly later date (1790-1810). The entire 
house is frame but was totally sheathed with brick in the early 
1970's. Shed roof porches were added to the south side of the 
ttictiri J,, Jc<' L~ along with a gable roofed kitchen ·wing to the east 
end. The house is located at the end of Courthouse Point Road 
and faces northeast. The main gable runs northwest to southeast. 
The whole house rests on a full fieldstone foundation and is covered 
with stretcher bond brick. The steeply pitched roof has a wood 
shingle sheathing. All the early exterior trim has been removed 
or covered over when the brick sheathing took place. 6/6 sash 
replaced the late 19th century 2/2 sash that dated from a remodel-
ed at that time. A large brick stove stack rises out of the west 
end and is a replacement of the earlier stack. Two four pane 
attic light flank the chimney as do first and second floor windows
The main entrance occupies the easternmost of three openings. 

The story and a half section has lost most of its original er1-
detail and appearance since window openings have been altered 
and the south and east sides are covered with additions. A 
tall interior end brick chimney does rise out of the east 
end as did the original. 

The interior has also seen some r~th~r extensive alterations 
also, however..:iithit'happened in the later 19th century and the 
interiors have re ained basically the same since that time. 

The main block was partially remodeled in the late 
19th century but much of the c. )800 woodwork rema~ns in spots. 
The side stair has a slightly swollen newel post with a few 
turnings and a simple rounded edge molding to the handrail. 
The balusters are rectangular and set into a closed stringer 
with a triangular raised panel below. 

A small closet below the stair has a paneled door. A 
four panel door with heavy ogee molding is attached to the rear 
hall door frame. The door surrounds were a part of the late 
19th century remodeling. The surrounds have a wide late . 
19th century molded profile which frame four panel door with 
ogee molded insets. The baseboard also has the heavy ogee 
curve. The parlpr tjetailing is again late 19th ~entury except 
for the ~~.ffr~i~ along with raised panel side closets. 
The mantel is one that was taken from the second floor bedroom. 

CON~~cEm:.~~ ~<DB Um!:SSAR¥f 



Courthouse Point Farmhouse 
Page Two 

CE'-!OS7 

The mantel is an~elaborate example of Federal Jesign with a 
complex series oft- mantel shelf moldings that project in the 
center and at the ends of the mantel. The projections correspond 
with the raised frieze tablets with vertical string gougework. 
Fluted pilasters with molded capitals and base flank the 
fireplace opening and support the frieze. 

The second floor is divided into two bedrooms. The west 
bedroom has an open fireplace but the mantel that was originally 
there was taken downstairs and a molded mantel surround was 
made for the bedroom opening. The open stair rises to the attic 
which has been finished off with plastered walls. A beaded 
board railing to the stair is found on the third floor . 

., " , IN 
The present dining room is th~'1{mber frame section 

with exposed corner posts. It is a step lower than the previous 
block. The corner posts are covereed with a beaded board 
trim. The east end wall has the most elaborate mantel in the 
whole house. The form is almost exactly the same as the 
~arlor mantel but the gougework is much more intricate. 
•fhe central frieze tablet has a double arch of short gouges 
which are set in a field of a bit longer and staggered sets 

,n-p •-c< 
of vertical gouges. A set of small ~e:GiicB:::ile. arches run$'/ along 
the top in an imitation of swags. The end blocks have a similar 
format. The bed molding under the cornice and the molding 
above the reeded pilasters has a repeated series of sunbursts 
set between three vertical gouge marks. 

A winder stair remains in the southeast corner with a 
raised four panel door. An adjacent two panel door provides 
access to the basement. A paneled door closet fills the 
space north of the chimney breast. 

The basement stair provides tne only access to both cellar 
spaces,with a herringbone brick floor. 

The first floor joists are hand The presence of 
two separate gable end sills in the middle of the house would 
substantiate separate building periods. The present owner 
also revealed exterior wall weatherboards in the hall when 
they removed the plaster. 

The second floor to the 1~ story section has been remodeled. 

Farm structures that remain include a mid 19th century 
barn with board and batten siding and a fieldstone foundation. 
There are foundations of an ice house and a 20th century 
cottage was built closer to the water. 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

EAIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_RELIGION 

-1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-1500-1599 -AGRICULTURI; 

-16()0-1699 ~RCHITECTURE 
~ 700-1 799 -ART 

~800-1899 _COMMERCE 

-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_EXPLORA Tl ON/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

~OLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

The Courthouse Point Farmhouse.is not the only structure 
that has seen dramatic change during its existence. The Cecil 
County Courthouse was located here in the early 18th century 
after its removal from_l1trdinary Coint on the Sassafras River. 
The court house was moved again in the fourth quarter of the 
18th century to Charlestown (1782-1787) and finally to Elkton. 

The 18th cee~ farmhouse has experienced dramatic 
exterior cha~~e but basically retains its exterior form. 
l'l:e partial ft!.telescoping 111 plan is a common evgl!~~.P/J~)Y cycle 
with many structures, and the floor plans the'&g~u@~ nave 
definite English tA..ntecedents. -19th century maps document 
Craig Family ownership during a large portion of the 19th 
century. They were probably responsible for the late .19th 
century remodeling. 

The farm was once part of Bohemia Manor. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~AF,ATE SHEET If NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST J!.LL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Paul B. Tuunrt Historic Sites Survieyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Cecil County Com.'!Jlittee 
STREET & NUMBER 

Cecil County Courthouse 
CITY OR TOWN 

Elkton 

DATE 

9/24/80 
TELEPHONE 

398-0200 ext 150 
STATE 

Ma:rz land 21921 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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1 24000 

:RVAL 20 FEET 
IN SU\ LEVEL 

Pi'n ,,y 

FED-DATUM IS MEAN LOW WATER 
'" J4M_4Tf L :IE OF M(Alf H CH WATER 

OF ttbE 1$ 7 6 ft£1 

jNAL MAP ACCURACY S1 ANDARDS 
5URVEY. WASHINGTON, D. C. 20?42 
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