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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM 

NR Eligible: yes _X_ 
no 

Property Name: Walker-Harris-Gutman House Inventory Number: CE-1150 

Address: Hopewell Road City: Port Deposit Zip Code: 21904 

County: _C_e_c1_·1 ________ _ USGS Topographic Map: _R_is_i_,ng"'--S_u_n ____________ _ 

Owner: George and Marlene Ruppersberger Is the property being evaluated a district? __ yes 

Tax Parcel Number: _5_6_6 __ Tax Map Number: _1_7 ___ Tax Account ID Number: _08_-_0_6_-0_3_9_9_3_6 ________ _ 

Project: _ B_ra_i_nb_r_id~g~e_#_M_D_0_0_4_.l_L_a_t_ti_ce_C_el_lu_l_a_r_T_o_w_er ______ Agency:_F_C_C ______________ _ 

Site visit by MHT Staff: X no __ yes Name: Date: ------------
Is the property located within a historic district? __ yes X no 

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: 

NR-listed district yes Eligible district __ yes District Name: -----------------
Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource __ yes __ no Non-contributing but eligible in another context 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) 

Preparer' s Recommendation: Eligible _K_yes no 

~ Criteria: _A __ B _!_c __ D Considerations: A B C D E F G None --- -- -- -- -- -- --
Documentation on the property/district is presented in: MDSHPO archives, field visit, MERLIN, MD tax records 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

The Walker-Harris-Gutman House is a one,-story, rear facing L-plan residential building constructed of rough-cut Port Deposite 
granite. The symmetrical, five-bay fa;:ade of the house faces east and the ell is off the northwest portion of the building, with 
an open porch filling in the southwest corner of the back. The north side is two-bays wide with an attic vent in the gable of the 
roofline. A centrally placed brick stove chimney rises from the low-sloped, side-gabled roof. Modern composite shingles 
protect the roof and the rafters are revealed under the open eaves. Single, smooth-cut stone lintels cover the bay openings. 
Each wood-framed window is a one-over-one double-hung system. A transom window is positioned over the unglazed front 
door. 

A frame addition with a modern brick chimney is constructed behind the stone ell. A large frame barn is located to the west of 
the house and a small stone spring house is located to the southwest. The springhouse an interesting and contributing resource 
to the house itself and was most likely constructed during the same period. The barn has significantly been altered and it is 
difficult to determine the original form in which it was constructed. This outbuilding is currently in use by the owner to serve 
as a horse barn. 

The house was most likely constructed in the mid-to-late 1800s and the frame addition on the ell could have been added during 
the turn of the century. The house is in good condition and appears to have had minor alterations. The addition is on the rear 
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of the house and is not visible from the fagade. The windows were probably six-over-six or a similar multi-paned arrangement 
at one time. Such a small but substantially constructed house was most likely a farm manager's home as part of a once-larger 
farm property or estate. The house remains in the original location and farm setting as it was originally constructed. The 
design remains a clear L-plan and retains elements of a small-scale, colonial style vernacular farm house. The good condition 
of the original structural granite walls reveals the common practice of using native materials and quality workmanship for 
functional buildings. The association of this house with the surrounding farm outbuildings and the surrounding landscape 
provides a sense of how a historic farming community appeared before the 1900s. The Walker-Harris-Gutman House conveys 
design and construction significance and is eligible under criteria C to the National Register of Historic Properties as a fine 
example of a well-constructed and unique stone vernacular farmhouse with understated Colonial style elements. 

Prepared by: 
Brooke Blades and Kathryn St. 

Clair Date Prepared: 12-27-02 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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076° 04' 0.00" w 076° 03' 0.00" w 076° 02' 0.00" w 

Location: 039° 39' 21 .5" N 076° 03' 30.9" W 
Caption: Bainbridge Lattice Tower 

Port Deposit 
Location of Walker Harriss House CE-1150 

Copynght (C) 1997, Maptech, Inc 
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