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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Trumph-Renz House c. 1831 is a two story four bay by one room fieldstone 
house with two story two bay by one room ell kitchen wing. The house faces 
east with the main gable running north/south. The house is located on a 
sloping lot down a lane off of Nesbitt Road. The lane is known as Boxwood Lane. 

The ell plan main block appears to have been built at approximately 
the same time with a probably contemporary kitchen single story addition. The 
house rests on a full fieldstone foundation and is laid in local fieldstone 
with quoins and supporative window lintels. The roof has a steep pitch 
and is covered with seamed tin. The eaves to the roof are extended and 
soffits sloped. 

The east elevation is four bays across with an entrance in the second 
bay from the south. The nine panel front door is framed by a four light transom 
and five light side-lights with two panels below. The entrance is covered 
by a single pane shed roof porch which is supported by turned posts with 
small decorative ·Corter brackets~ 6/6 sash windows with a corner head on 
the surround light the first floor rooms on either side of the central 
hall. Three 6/6 sash light the second floor and an oval 1831 datestone 
with the names M & R. Trumph is set between the second and third bays. The 
fourth bay from the south has a single opening on each floor which provides 
for an even appearance since these windows illuminate a built in side porch 
that faces north and conceived when the house was first built. The stonework 
is all correctly closed and access to the porch is gained through doorways 
on both floors. The porch is two bays across and then the exterior wall 
resumes its expected depth. Each supportive corner is correctly quolined 
especially the front wall. The porch is supported by tuscan columns and has 
been enclosed on the first floor. A seven panel door with four light 
transom occupies the eastern of two bays and a 6/6 sash window occupies the 
other opening. The main (east) roof slope and north slope have two gabled 
2/2 sash dormers with extended eaves and weatherboard sides. 

The rear ell resumes the full depth of the house and is two bays across 
with side six panel door entrance and three light transom. An adjacent 
6/6 sash lights the first floor and two 6/6 sash light the second. Brick 
chimneystacks rise out of each gable end and against the porch wall which 
protrudes at the turning of the ell shaped roof. Two 6/6 sash windows flank 
the interior end stacks on each floor along with four pane attic lights. 
The south gable emd hc•.S a exterio:r basement entrance and adjacent basement 
window since the house is set into a southern slope. The inside walls of 
the ell contain identical sash windows. An off axis central 6/6 sash lights 
the main stair in the corner of the ell. Two 6/6 sash windows light the 
second floor. A shed roof addition covers the first floor. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Trumph-Renz House 
Page Two 

What appears to be an attached single story two bay by one room kitchen 
wing extends westward from the rear gable end. It is fully stuccoed and 
covered by a seamed tin roof. An interior gable end wall brick chimney 
supplies the required heat source. Recently, a further extension of the 
house has been built and continues the same roof slope as the previous 
kitchen. 

The interior of this structure was not seen but it is evident that a 
central stair is flanked by two rooms and the northern room having access 
to the porch through its end wall. The rear wing probably consists of two 
rooms in the main block and a back stair. 
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The Trumph-Renz House in general massing is fairly typical but the 
integrated two story porch under the main roof is a very unusual feature 
for Cecil county. Washington County buildings incorporate two story porches 
into their houses and western Maryland may be the place to find antec~ents 
for this feature. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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