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6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Mcilowell-Gillespie House 
AND/OR COMMON 

f)LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN 
McCauley Road jst west of New Valley Road 

Rowlandsville .1£... VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Mar land 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ~OCCUPIED 

X BUILDING(~) if_PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACO,UISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS :K._YES: RESTRICTED 

T 
_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF.PROPERTY 
NAME 

Gertrude Almasi 
STREET & NUMBER 

288 McCauley Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Conowingo "'*- VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Clerk of the Cirauit Court 
STREET & NUMBER 

Cecil County courthouse 
CITY. TOWN 

Elkton 

IJREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

File 6-118 

CONGRESSICJNAL DISTRICT 

1 
COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL X.PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER· 

Telephone #: 

STATE I Zl.p code 
Maryland ?J 9 I 8 

Lib~r #; 
Folio #: 

RHT 2 
364· 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

~GOOD 
-FAIR 

CONDITION 

-DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CE-//1 :J-

CHECK ONE 

~RIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The McDowell-Gillespie House c. 1860 is a two story four bay 
by one room ell shaped weatherboard frame house that faces north 
and McCauley Road. The main gable is on an east/west axis while 
the ell projects forward from the main body and naturally perpendicularly 
to the main house. 

The house is situated on a south slope so the rear (south) 
wall is exposed three stories while only two stories appear on 
the north side. The frame rests on a fieldstone foundation and 
the original weatherboards are covered with aluminum. The medium 
sloped seamed tin roof has extended eaves and sloped soffits. An 
interior brick stove stack rises out of the main body of the house 
and to the right(west) of the central stair. 

The main elevation consists of two separate planes. The 
entrance wall is set back farther from the road than the eastern 
bay section. A shed roof porch supported by square posts fills 
the ell space. The entrance in the eastern of the two bays. The 
four panel door has heavily molded panels with the top panels 
having an arch. The'transom light is covered. 2/2 sash windows 
to the west and above light the first and second floors. All 
three are flanked by louvered shutters. 

The projecting two bays of the ell leg has a single three 
sided bay window on the first floor with bell cast roof. Two 2/2 
sash windows with louvered shutters light the second floo1.., and 
a single attic light illuminates the third floor. 

The east side has two 2/2 sash on each floor and a single 
diamond window between the two first floor sash. 

The south facade is simalarly detailed but partially covered 
with shed additions. A full two stoyr porch covers the western 
two bays. 

The west gable end has a single window on each floor including 
the attic space. 

The interior has been partially remodeled but a centrally 
placed stair has a heavily turned newel with molded handrail. 
The balusters have been removed. Other third quarter of the 19th 
century such as four panel doors with ogee moldings are also 
found within the ho~se. 

A 19th century two story frame barn stands southwest of the 
house and perpendicular to the main block. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW '"l-~ERIOD 
.-IE HISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

)<1eoo-1e99 

_1900-

---ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

---ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

---AGRICULTURE 

~RCHITECTURE 
-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_CONSERVATION _LAW 

_ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

CE-1112-

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

The ~asymmetrical ell or T plan house is a form that was 
ponularized in architectural pattern books of the third and 
fo~rth quarters of the 19th century. Although the McDowell­
Gillespie house is fairly plain a few details such as the bay 
window with bell curved roof' are allusions to a usually highly 
decorative period. 

N. McDowell appears on the 1 BTJ Atlas while nothing is 
design~on the 1858 Martenet map ~b this spot. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON ~>EJ;>AMTE SHEET If NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Paul B. Touart 
ORGANIZATION 

Cecil County committee 
STREET & NUMBER 

Cecil County Courthouse 
CITY OR TOWN 

Elkton 

COUNTY 

COUNTy 

DATE 

11/13/81 
TELEPHONE 

398-0200 
STATE 

Mar land 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory ar~ being prepared for information 
and'record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust· 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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