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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The McDowell-Gillespie House c. 1860 is a two story four bay
by one room ell shaped weatherboard frame house that faces north
and McCauley Road. The main gable is on an east/west axis while
the ell projects forward from the main body and nabturally perpendicularly
to the main house.

The house is situated on a south slope so the rear (south)
wall is exposed three stories while only two stories appear on
the north side., The frame rests on a fieldstone foundation and
the original weatherboards are covered with aluminum. The medium
sloped seamed tin roof has extended eaves and sloped soffits., An
interior brick stove stack rises out of the main body of the house
and to the right{west) of the central stair,

The main elevation consists of two separate planes. The
entrance wall is set back farther from the road than the eastern
bay section. A shed rocf porch supported by square posts fills
the ell space. The entrance in the eastern of the two bays. The
four panel door has heavily molded panels with the top panels
having an arch. The transom light is covered. 2/2 sash windows
to the west and above light the first and second floors. All
three are flanked by louvered shutters,

The projecting two bays of the ell leg has a single three
sided bay window on the first floor with bell cast roof. Two 2/2
sash windows with louvered shutters light the second floor and
a single attic light illuminates the third floor.

The east side has two 2/2 sash on each floor and a single
dismond window between the two first floor sashe..

The south facaede is simalarly detailed but partially covered
with shed additions. A full two stoyr porch covers the western
two bayse.

The west gable end has a single window on each floor including
the attic space,

The interior has been partially remodeled but a centrally
placed stair has a heavily turned newel with molded handrail,
The balusters have been removed. Other third quarter of the 19th
century such as four panel doors with ogee moldings are also
found within the houyse.

A 19th cenbury two story frame barn stands southwest of the
house and perpendicular to the main block.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The ggsymmetrical ell or T plan house is g form that was

popularized in architectural pattern Db

fourth quarters of the 19th century.

ooks of the third and
Although the McDowell-

Gillespie house is fairly plain a few details such as the bay
window with bell curved roof are allusions bto a usually highly

decorative period.

Ne. McDowell appears on the 1877 Atlas while nothing is
designgllon the 1858 Martenet map @h this spot.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust:
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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