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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

;iv15 .,,i 1b1p 
The Ewing-Kilby Farmhouse c. ~~ is a 2~ story five bay 

by one room center hall flemish bond brick ell plan house on Firetower 
Road and southeast of Colora. The house faces east with the primary 
gable running north/south. 

~De brick pile rests on a fieldstone foundation and is covered 
by a medium sloped slate roof. 1I1he brick has been painted on the 
east side and mortar lines painted in white but the flemish bond 
brick pattern was not followed and instead a stretcher bond pattern 
was followed. The sides and back of the house are laid with a five 
course common bond. A later two story one bay by one room brick 
kitchen was attached to the west gable end of the main block. 

The main (east) facade is five bays across with a central entrance 
that has paneled reveals and transom light with radiating muntins. The 
door consists of six horizontal panels. The first floor 2/4{?) sash 
windows reach from the floor to the ceiling and have a half round 
surround trim. The second floor 6/6 sash windows are symmetrically 
tied to the first floor openings. Two gabled dormers with 6/6 
segmental arched sash windows light the attic. A shed roofed porch with r, 

tuscan support columns covers the'entire first floor of the house. 

The north gable end is a plain brick wall with two four pane 
lights that flank the interior end brick stack. 

Plain bargeboard protects the gable end. A small boxed cornice 
stretches around the entire house. 

The south side is six bays across and the basement is exposed 
a bit more since the house is one a slight southward slope. Six 
6 pane windows light the cellar and are placed directly under the 
first and second floor 6/6 sash windows. A side entrance with 
gabled porch occupies the fifth bay from the east and is supported 
by square piers. A simple balustrade with horizontal rails stretches 
between wall and front posts. The south roof slope has two gabled 
dormers with 616 segmental arched sash. A large square chimney pile 
rises out of the main block. 

The west gable end of the main ell house is partially covered 
by the two story kitchen addition. Two four pane attic lights flank 
the interior end brick chimney stack. TDe kitchen wing has a six 
over six sash on each floor and two six pane basement lights. An 
interior brick stack rises out of' its gable end. A single i'our pane 
light flanks the chimney. The first floor and exposed basement is 
covered by a weatherboard frame shed addition ·with 6;6 sash and 
basement door and adjacent six pane window. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ewing-Kilby FarFi.ihouse 
, Page Two 

The inside co1"ner of the ell main block has a 2?;§ story single bay 
by one room contemporary brick section which has a gabled roof that is 
parallel with the main front roof o A single story frame shed porch 
covers the first floor of the kitchen ell.. The window and door treatement 
is the same as the main house. 

The first floor interior consists a central f'ront hall., The 
slender swollen newel post supports an oval handrail that rises to the 
third floor. The handrail rises sharply before each support post .. 
Two rectangular stick balusters support the handrail from each 
tread.. The stringer is decorated with a comma shaped scroll below 
each tread. Early to mid 19th century fluted door surrounds with corner 
blocks frame paneled doors that have ogee molded insets around each 
panel. The north parlor mantel has been replaced with an elaborate 
early 20th century decorative mantel complete with mirrored overmanteL. 
Semi-detached mahogany columns reach from floor to cornice. A heavy 
mantel shelf divide the overmantel and fireplace opening which is faced 
with a greenish tile. The south room of the front block has remained., 
It has semi-detached columi.'1.s which support a projecting frieze which has 
a hinged front and falls to expose a partitioned display case,, Paneled 
closets allow storage space in the sides of the chimi."1.ey breasts.. Chair 
rail stretches around both this room and the room to the west .. 

The main kitchen has been partially remodeled to include modern 
",-"-,kitchen facilities.. A large cooking fireplace with wooden lintel 
· Jccupies the west wall.. A second kitchen is found in the room to 

west with beaded board interior partitions. And a door to the 
winder stair to the second floor. 

The second floor was not seen at time of surveye 



a ~IG~IFICANCE 
-~~PERIOD 

RE HISTORIC 

-1400-1499 

-1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

-1700-1799 

i...1 aoo-1 as9 
-1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

~GRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

.:\l(ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

-ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BU I LDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY! 

~itS 
John s. Ewing was the son of' Amos Ewing Jr~~ willed his 

property to his two sons, Ambrose and John. Am~rose received the 
neighboring mill property. 

The ell plan brick house with center hall front block is a 
form that dates to the 18th century but was more widely used in the 
19th century. The Ewing Family was one cf-frominence near Colora, 
which is evident from their substantial house4"" and land holdings. 
The brick farmhouse is a substantial architectural survivor from 
the early to mid 19th century since is retains its basic 19th century 

~,_ _ _,form, character and interior details. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
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ll\JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

.LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Paul B. Touart Historic Sites Surveyor , 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Cecil County Committee MHT 5/12/80 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Cecil County Courthouse 398-0200 ext. 150 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Elkton Maryland 21921 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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