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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Adjoining First Street to the north and facing Bohemia Avenue
stands the two story frame Reed Store, established in 1861, as
the sign reads on the porch facade. It is three bays long and
three bays deep with a small pod on the south for an enclosed
stair to the second story. The main roof forms a gable facade;
a shed extends over the pod.

On the first story are two store windows extending from the
face of the building about one foot. The glazed portion of the
windows is now shuttered with original shutters. Beneath the win-
dow itself is a paneled area which may have been built since the
window was constructed. Between the windows is a double glazed
door. A porch, supported on four square champhered columns, ex-
tends across the entire facade, including the small stair door.
The facia of the porch bears the words in applied wood letters.
J.M. REED,JR. - GENERAL MERCHANDISE - ESTABLISHED 1861 -

On the south side of the porch is a piece of plexiglass covering
an early faintly painted "GROCERIES".

On the second story are three windows with 6/6 sash and a
fourth in the stair pod. The roof is symmetrical over the three
windows and it has cornice returns on its facade. In the gable
is another 6/6 sash window. On the north side of the structure
are three windows now covered with louvered shutters.

A leanto covered with pressed tin (imitation brick) is built
on the east side of the structure. The granite foundation extends
beneath the main body of the building only. The roof is covered
with corrugated tin.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecturally, the J. M. Reed Store is the best example of
commercial architecture of the mid-19th century existing in Chesa-
peake City. It retains many original features which are not found
on other buildings of the period.

This has been an important commercial property since the earl-
iest days of Chesapeake City. Kendall Cropper made arrangements
to buy this property in 1832 but died before the deal was completed.
His heirs carried out the agreement and transferred the title to
Absalom Cropper, one of four sons. Absalom was a merchant and pro-
bably had a wharf and store building here. Other Cropper brothers
were ship captains; William was also a merchant. The family apparently
cooperated in their business ventures. Of the four daughters, one
married Richard Bryan, a merchant, and one married James Schultz,
a boat engineer. The occupations of Kendall Cropper's other two
sons-in-law, Haradak C. Marshall, and John Luffre, are not known.
The Cropper family business was apparently profitable. Captain
Absalom Cropper advertised in the local papers that his ship was
available for excursions to Port Deposit.

In the days when the settlement on Back Creek was called Bo-
hemia Village, sailing craft from the south unloaded cargoes here
to be hauled by wagon to Port Penn on the Delaware Bay. With the
coming of the Canal, some goods were still transferred from ships
too large to go through the shallow Canal. Warehouses like the
Cropper's were much in demand, and merchants bought and sold the
cargoes.

In 1869, Charles A. Bryan, probably a Cropper nephew, trans-
ferred a "storehouse and lot of land" to Alonza Boulden. This is
still a larger piece of land than Reed's Store stands on. contain-
ing some 8100 square feet, Mr. Boulden transferred the property to
John M. Reed in 1870, the builder of the present store building.
At this point the lot contained only 2000 square feet.

Reed's Store had the best selection of dry goods in town, ac-
cording to advertisements and also satisfied customers. The counters
were piled high with merchandise shipped in from Baltimore and
Philadelphia on the Erikson Line Steamboats. The customers using

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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#8 Continued

The store on the street level did not interfere with activities in the
rooms upstairs.

For many years Mr. Frank Williams conducted a school on the second
floor of Reed's Store. He was a highly respected teacher and went on
to become a state senator. These quarters later became the office of
Dr. Smithers, dentist.

Other activities,public meetings, etc., took place in the rooms over
the store. It was in this building that the need for a fire company was
recognized and the Chesapeake City Fire Company was organized in 1911.
Until this time the only defense against fire was a bucket brigade or,
with luck. help from the hoses of a steamer passing through the Canal.

The building is still in reasonably good condition and in use as
a storehouse by the present owner.
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MAR‘(LAND HISTOR’CAL T PR 5 sk ~ [Project Numoer:
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T Instructions: Read the instructions carefully before completing application. No certification will be made unless 8 comp!eted appiication form has -
©Z been received. Use typewriter or print clearly in black ink, |f additional space is needed, use continuation sheets or attach biznk sneets. :

T0 1 : . 3 Qo
e 'ﬂ..Namoofpropcrty:' : Rees g Store. Pu:.ld;nu ( .T H ~EED STLX?.E)
i d L L 3 5 o
43 Address of r-‘rr.q‘urt’aIr 100 Bohemia Avenue - - - : o i
<4 B [T s | a £ ; ) : Ll i : & jre s
Pelrsya, Chesapeake City : oty Cecil  state __MD Zip Code. 21915
00w Nnmofmm,.]cd,m,ct« 50uth7-Chesapeéke City"Histori'c- District ~oidibbr ae:a 04
B MNIBFe ITIE L= P | el i g 4] Riu [ $P0 BEepe feu B B
0;} K] National Register district .- 0O cert:hnd state or Ioca1 dlstnct O petential hijstoric district, ... . ., o+ F4
= > : - P i } . e T ; 5 wep) i
;7 Choeknatunofrlnuut. & . q S ‘J"} - 4'.1 ' -l 3% ; e o R
\ e -
& B mrtlflmtlon that tha building contrlbutu to tha ugmhunce of ths above-named historic dmrm for the purpo:e of rehabi! tation, | ¥ J
‘S D certification that the structure or building and, where annropriate the land area on which such a'structure or building is located cnnmbutn to
HER D the slgmficance of the above-named historic district for a charitable contribution for conservation purposes, - ' -~ - S § U<
nooz O certification that the building does not contribute to the significance of the above-nemed district. 1 . . . 3 POl o Ve |

¢ [ pretiminary determination for individual listing in the National Register. (& I s T s S T ; ot
O preliminary determination that a building located-within a potential historic district contributes to the :rgmflcunce of the district.
3 preliminary determination that a building outside the period or area of significance contributes to the significance of the dssurict.

3. Authorized project contact:

_Name_GeOTgE W. Lutz . IIT/NEDCO Tite __President
AFUOL 0 JZeen wnd 18d6230: 4 pnILLIUC axod:
Street_ (10 S, Main - Street = TR . City __ North East.
L Sm:a"‘ Marylands ni le “2.1901 anib i Tufephone Number (duringda\d 301-287-2255  ~~=-
mfY Dns glL-DLliuc Enad. onos B_SIE X050 2eDE. o ¢ bbieie B LR Lo
4, Owner: < 17, X LE=mor ne _:':_‘_'_*:: f r'.’",_’i..' - u" it PO e Yo e A ST = S
sa"""N;";"w” Robert T Foard T/A: ~ - Back Creek Asspociates .~ -
raBL ST o - : . -
: s“m ' 100 Bohemia Avenue  ci. Chesapeake City =
i ét'ata Maryland TAnET Zip 21915 * = Telephone Number (during davll:. 301-8B85-5916

| hereby attest that the information | have provided s, to the best of my knowieooe, correct, and that | own the above-namec property,

Owner's Signature E_T ‘JO &Lc_-l .T'}A" BCLC.K CJ\.u/%L, &Azm Date :._)‘[ :"'5 ] 8'6

L

Social Security Number or Taxpayer Identification Number_0. 5. #215-56-1386

NPS Office Use Only

The National Park Service has reviewed the “Historic Preservation Certification Application — Part 1" for the above-named property and hereby deter-
mines that the property:

O contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is & “‘certified historic structure” for the purpose of rehabilitation. i gienile
contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is 8 “'c+tified historic structure’” for a charitable contribution for conservation pur- '
poses in accordance with the Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980,
does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district.

Preliminary Determinations:

O appears to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely be listed in the National Register of Fistoric Places if nominated by the
State Historic Preservation Officer according to the procedures set forth in 36 CFR Part 60,
does not appear to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluatior and will likely not be listed in the National Register.

1 appears to contribute to the significance of a potentisl historic district, which will likely be listed in the National Register of Historic Places if
nominated by the State Historic Preservation Officer,

—l appears to contribute to the significance of a registered historic district but is outside the period or area of significance as documented in the
National Register nomination or district documentation on file with the NPS,
does not appear to qualify as a certified historic structure.

Date National Park Service Authorized Signature Nationa! Park Service Oifice
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e CERTIFICATION APPLICATION- g g -

n . .o PART1
100 Bohemia Ave. . Chesapeakilgigy, EyY
Property ~2aress

Robe:t T. Foard T/A (S.S. #215-56-1388)
Owner '.. ~=/Socie! Security or Taxpayer |D Nurnber

5. Description of physical appearance: The Reese store building is within a registered historic

district. It is a 2 story frame bu1ld1ng sheathed with clapboard siding, hip £t

roof of corrugated metel rectangular in shape built in 1B¢1 , with a 1 story
later frame acdition covered with tin sheets, probably built C1900. The facade
of the building is typical of 19th century village stores with a 1 story porch’
covering the entry which is flanked by bay windows. The right hand side of tha
front has a door leading to a stairway to the second, floor. The windows
throughout are 8/6 DBL hung sash which are the Drlglnal not wlthstandlng the

bay windows and a large twentieth double hung window located in the center of Q
the rear addition. The interior of the building on, the first floor has a wood g
floor of wryed woods (mostly plne). plaster aver lattice walls and retains all.

of the criginal counters and wall shelves. An open stairway gives access to

the cellar which has a dirt floor. The first floor has seen little change, Ex-ﬁ?

cept for the addition of a 60 amp electric service, lights, and a sink. The

rear addition has a tin ceiling in deplorable condition. The second floor con- ..

sisted of 2 rooms. The rear room was used as a masonic meeting place and had
no intericr partitions or outstanding architectural features. The front room
served as a dentist office and again had no surviving historic fabrie. The
C:ate of Construction: -tf‘, el | Source of Date: N.R. F\JOI\-’\ I NATION) F=Oe W _CP_.'_é_'T__fe_'CI)__

Detels) of Alterstion(s): <, | 900

Has buildinc been moved? D yes [& no, If so, when?

6. Statement of significance: The Reese Store building is located in the hez-t of South
Cheszpezke City's Historic District and is one of the few - re-aining
commercial-'buildings intact. The building is located in a block which in-
cludess Franklin Hall, = 3 story brick masonic and stone building and the
Reese Victorian Hnuse, which is a large Victorian Home. The store is of
major significance, due to its location and contribution to .the streetscape,
its relatively pristine condition, its historical role as a store from 186l
to the mid twentieth century. It also served as a reporting and its Z
uniqueness in- retaining its individual historic and architectural integrity.

7. Photographs znd maps.

Attach photographs and maps to application,

Continuation sheets attached: &l yes O no

a0
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Historic Preservation
Certification Application

‘ Reese Store Building
¥ Tty Name

~wd Bohemia Ave., Chesapeake City, MD 21915
Property Address

Robert T. Foard T/A (5.5. #215-56-1388)
Owner Name/Social Security or Texpayer ID Number

—‘\ OMB Approved
’ No. 1024-0009
Expires 8/31/86
NPS Office Use Only

Project Number:

This sheet: P continues Part 1 [ continues Part 2 [J amends Project. NPS Project Number:

5. Continued

current roof covers an earlier wood shingle roof. The building was
originally heated by pot belly coal stoves and later by a ccal fired

floor furnace.

Owner's Signature

Dete

NPS Office Use Only

O The Nationa! Park Service has determined that these project amend:nents meet the Secretary of the interior's **Standards for

Rehabilitation,”

i’he National Park Service has determined that these project amendments do not meet the Secretary of the Interior's "’Stan-

dards for Rehabilitation.”

Date National Park Service Authorized Signature

National Park _ervice Office
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CE-121

J.M Reed Store (Reese Store Building)
Bohemia Ave.

Elkton Quad

Cecil County
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CE-121
J.M. Reed Store (Reese Store Building)
100 Bohemia Avenue, Chesapeake City
Sanborn Map 1933, Sheet 4
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DM Reed Stere CE- 12|
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