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The Brady House was built in 1876 by H. H. Brady in a combi-
nation of styles, the body of the house is a simple Victorian
Gothic structure while the decoration is Italianate and Stick
style. Because of its restraint, however, it would best be
classified Victorian Gothic.

It is a large five bay long, two and one-half story frame
structure covered with German siding and painted tan with dark
brown trim. The steeply pitched roof is covered with slate
having four courses of plain slate alternating with four courses
of fish scale slates. At the apex of the roof, flanking the
wide gable on the facade are two chimneys, one retaining its
original terra cotta chimney pot. (the roof is now replaced
with asphalt)

The windows of the first story facade have 4/6 sash and
paneled shutters almost the height of the inside room. In the
center is a door with two semicircular headed panels and a
semicircular transom. Across three of the five bays is the
porch with champhered posts and "stick" brackets extending
to the center of the plate from which hangs a turned pendant.
At the top of the facia are long modillion blocks. Second
story windows have 4/4 sash and louvered shutters divided into
three panels each. At the heads of the windows on both storys
are decorative cornices. A smaller window with simple decoration
is centered in the gable. At the apex of each gable is a stick
design bracket from which originally hung a pendant and from
which stood a finial.

On the north gable end is a single window on each story.
On the south is a bay window on the first story with narrow
windows and modillion cornice.

Behind the structure is a long two story wing built upon a
very tall brick and granite foundation. Along its north
facade is a porch which is open on the first story and enclosed
below. The wing is five bays long with door adjoining the
main part and one located on the next to last bay. The porch
posts are square and champhered and there are pierced brackets
and bold capitals with an additional bracket from the post to
the overhanging eave. All windows have 6/6 sash with paneled
shutters on the first story and louvered above. Two chimney
pots pierce the less steep pitched slate roof. On the south
side, of the wing is a small one bay porch adjoining the main
body of the house with same decoration as the north porch.
There are three shuttered windows on the basement windows. -
Originally there was balcony at attic window.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Victorian Gothic style is best illustrated in the Brady
or Rees' House. It is not only the most decorative, but also the
largest scale dwelling on Bohemia Avenue. Primarily it is important
because of its architectural style, but also because of the focus
it creates in the center of today's activity. Moreover, the presence
of a fine cast iron fence, brick walks and granite retaining walls
it is significant in the study of urban landscape.

Henry H. Brady, owner of a fleet
perty in 1869 from James A. Boulden.
S. Cooper on March 30, 1861, and they
City on Bohemia Avenue. (CE-310) The
is that Mr. Brady promised to build a

of tug boats, bought this pro-
Mr. Brady married Miss Rebecca
made their home in Chesapeake
story among old time residents
new house for his wife of her

own design when she produced a son and heir. This she did, and the
Brady family soon moved into their spacious Victorian home. The small
building near the street on the north side of the house was used as

an office by Mr. Brady. The only other buildings on the lot were the
usual outbuildings and a small house fronting on Second Street used

as a tennant house.

Mrs. Langner has a painting in her real estate office on Bohemia
Avenue. of the house as it must have looked before the store building
on the corner existed and showing a wide lawn around the house.

At one time this property was owned by other prominent business
men. Kendall Cropper and his heirs had a warehouse here in the early
1840's. There may have been other buildings that were demolished
when Brady built his home. Ralph H. Rees' bought this property and
had his home and business here for many years. He built the corner
building that has served as a car agency and a store. (CE-322)
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
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H. H. Brady House (Rees House)

104 Bohemia Avenue, Chesapeake City

Sanborn Map 1933, Sheet 4
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