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DESCRIPTION
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CON 1oN
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—
D0 Altered ] Unaliered ] Meved [ Original Site

OESCRIBE THE PNESENT AND ORIGINAL (If dnown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Standing on an embankment facing south on Market Street
between Bladen and Cecil Streets in Charlestown, Cecil County,
Maryland is the Indian Queen Tavern complex.

The property comprises approximately two acres. On the
south side, facing Market Street, behind picket fences enclos-
inc small vards aYe two aif-eightesenth caatury structuras.

‘O =S8 SatT i3 Jiack's Jtoazs, originallv she Xed Lvon Thia.
an¢ on tie vignt i3 the Indian Jueen Tavern, latar called
Eotai., Ihe two taverns and their remaining outduildings
form a court on the north side. Behind the Indian Queen is
a log Kitchen with a loft over; behind the Red Lyon is a
weatherboarded Spring House. Between these two is a two-
story Smoke House. The lower story of the Smoke House is
stone with a door on the west side and a brick grill set in
stone on the south. The second story is brick with a door
in the south wall. Traces of an exterior wood stair up to
the second floor remain.

The Indian Queen is a two-story frame structure, thirty
feet sguare, with the interior quatered into four rooms.

A massive chimney rises through the middle of the tavern
with a corner fireplace in each room on the first floor and
two corner fireplaces on the second. On the first and
second floors, the sides of the chimney are slightly curved
giving a curiously "contemporary" or sculptured guality to
those fireplaces without mantels. The middle of the low
cellar is filled by the stone foundation of the chimney,
approximately two feet sguare. :

The house is of post and beam construction with brick
nogging for insulation. The front and rear are covered by
wide boards fitted shiplap fashion, each with a beaded lower
edge. The gable ends were recovered withweatherboard in the
nineteenth century, and the eighteenth century gable ends
and the bargeboard which trimmed them were restyled. The
rebuilt Victorian roof extends fourteen inches beyond the
gable with a dripbecard of repetitive fleurs-de-lis design.

A galleried porch extends across the front.

Throughout the house all exterior room walls are lathed
and plastered. Gunstock swells occur at the upper portion
of the four corner posts of the second floor giving additional
strength to carry the hewn plates which crown the walls.

The exposed posts and girts are boxed with boards having
beaded edges. The original interior partitions are of
vertical boards, usually beaded on one edge. :

Two paneled and battened doors open from the first floor
porcn. Each door is flanked by a nine over nine double
hung window with paneled shutters. The left door gives
access to a sguare room with a stair winding up from the far

M Nleft corner. The corner fireplace in this roomis framed by

a mantel dating from about 1830.
The original stair rose three steps with a banister and
rail and was enclcsed beyond with vertical, beaded boards
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7. DESCRIPTION, continued

Aapd pooma» of six ‘Lelled oanels. R 3924 =ha 3:3&3 5ta0s warsa
TenlgEad wiEh an yaan SLishE AT staizg 2 -ained oak -olumns.
4= :;: S ame _;.s A8 Y@ertisial DDArs rwartitian sec-wsen che Iront
r20OTS was r2piacac with grain sax columns ©o create a "double-

pa*lor" across tne front of the house. The parlor on the right
also has a corner fireplace with a mantel dating from about
1830. A paneled and battened door and twe windows open onto
the porch. A six-paneled dcor on the inner wall opens into the
northeast room eguipped as a kitchen in the early twentieth
centurg.
The northwest room was probably a sitting room for the
innkeeper's family. A door with six panes of glass and two
fieldeg panels, now reused upstairs, probably opened between
this room and the southwest room allowing the family to see
through to the public room and the stair.

. Each back room has a corner fireplace without a mantel
and each has a twelve over twelve light window and a door
opening onto a porch with a shed roof. This porchis also
connected to the log kitchen behind the house.
. Originally the second floor was also guatered by vertical
boards with beaded edges, over the four rooms below. The two
front rooms were altered at an early date when other vertical
board partitions were added to make passageways for private
access to all the rooms and a door to the gallery.

There are two fireplaces on the second floor; one in the
corner of the northeast chamber and the other in the corner
of what was the southwest chamber and now part of the passage
by the stairs. Both fireplaces are molded into the chimney
stack and the bricks are plastered. The fireplaces do not have
mantels and the mass of t masonry with its bowed sides is
highly sculptural.

A variant of the vertical board partition was used near the
stair on the second floor with the alternate boards deeply
fielded. 1

Throughout the interior of the house, the typical moldings
‘and trim are of the style characteristic of the mid-eighteenth
centuryv. "After ‘layers of -walipaper -were removed, the original-
blue paint on the board partitions and other woodwork was found
in good condition.

The hardware exhibits a great variety of period work from
crude wood latches to neat iron box locks fitted with brass
drop handles. Hinges include a range of styles from wrought
~—HL to cast iron Eastlake examples.

In 1967 at the time of the purchase of the property by the
Maryland Historical Trust, the later, open stair and columns
were removed and an enclosed stair similar to the original, but

(See continuation sheet No. 2) : GrOo $21.724
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7. DESCRIPTION, continuad
| With an easier tread To ris2r ratio was built., The columns
' betwzan the =wo ::an: Iooms wer2 3.50 removed and a verzical
! bca;- »s::;:__d -Astaillacd. 2n sne seCont fiLoos, an =sarly

| swesmziech centisv hathrzsom suil:z
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partitions.

partly enciosed.

the ell.

extericr with siding.

-

cut in the upper edge of each plank.

-ﬁn _anc ",—

All wallpaper was " removed to expose the original

The present owner has replaced the porch on the north between
the house and the log kitchen with a new porch, partly open and

West of the Indian Queen is the Red Lyon Inn, used as a
store by the Black family in the nineteenth century. This
is an L-shaped, one and & half story, frame building with a
gambrel roof across the south elevation and a gable roof on

The Red Lvon was built in three stages.
building is a room twenty-three feet wide and ninetesn feet
deep, constructed of sguare hewn poplar logs covered on the -
The siding on the front is identical
with the wide shiplap planks on the front of the Indian Queen.
The shiplap siding on the back is different with the beads

Ruble stona walls form a cellar with an entrance on the

the passage

The core of the

Ce-1A7 | cc-12%
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south toward the street.

The cellar fireplace has a five

foot wide opening.

A floor joist with a curved segment cut

out of it under the existing
and treads against the cella

On the first floor, a w
nounted with 28 inch strap h
the front wall.
Flanking each doox is a doub
twalve lichte and one and on

The walls are plastered
Bv chair rail. fThe firepl
left of the fireplace a door
cantury addition. To the ri
an x2il, now missing, enclo
four paneled door opens into
to the chamber above. A cro
the first floor room.

Thea second floor of the
large and two smaller rooms.
room is pansled similarly to
it.

=

Later in the eighteenth
the west of the original bui

160 8

the missing winding steps that lead to the first floor.

A similar door opens onto the back courtyard.

stair and evidence of risers

r wall indicate the location of
ide, paneled and battened door, "=
inges, opens in the middle of

lehung window with twelve over
2 quarter inch wide muntons.
above a board wainscot capped
ace wall is paneled. To the
opens into a later eighteenth .
ght is the stair. A banister
sed the first four steprs. then a
the winding stairs as they rise
wn nolding forms the cornice of

original section consists of one
The fireplace wall in the larger
the one on the first f£loor below

century, an addition was built to
lding. The cellar is of the same

(See continuation aheet No. 3)
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7. DESCRIPTION, continued

~signte gtons a3 “he ogriginal section, but =zhas fizszt £loor is
‘52 223% and S=Am SORSTIXUlTIon., Ths anislap Yoards of the south
=lsvazion continue across tia facaca. The zamoral roos was

also continusé across.

There is one room on the first floor, twelve and a half
feet wide by nineteen feet deep. From the south another six
panel door with battens opens into the room. To the left
of the door is a window similar to the earlier ones, but with
three gquarter inch muntins.

The interior is finished with a 43 inch wainscot of vertical
beaded boards with a chair rail applied to the wainscot 32
inches above the floor. At the back of the room, the fireplace
is faced with a mantel, corresponding in style to the two
mantels in the front rooms of the Indian Queen. The forner
posts and girts are faced with planks with beaded edges. A
crown molding runs around the room for a cornice. There is
a single chamber on the second floor.

To the north of the first addition, a second addition
forms an ell at the rear of the house. The single room on
the first floor was used as a kitchen and has a deep fireplace
without a mantel. To the left of the fireplace is a door
connecting the kitchen to the first floor of the_first addition.
To the right of the fireplace is a winding stair up to a passage
and a bedroom. In the passage are three steps leading to the
second floor of the first addition.

At the time of the purchase of the property by the Maryland |

Historical Trust, later porches across the south and north --
elevations were removed. Some of the early four and a half -
inch wide "fish scale" shingles with rounded edges were found
where the second addition joined the roof of the first two
sections of the house. The gambrel roof was recovered with
new wood shingles to match these early ones. The ell was sta-.
bilized to prevent further deterioration. A new picket fence
was built to enclose the front yard facing Market Street.

The present owner is now beginning the restoration of
the Red Lyon Inn.

8. SIGNIFICANCE, continued

The Blacks were storekeepers through the century; their
record books are extant from 1813 to .1896. These document
““the activities at the store and provide important insights
into nineteenth century commerce.

GPO 221-7T24

o i e S e s #
‘

- —— i

-




SIGMIFICANCE

NSTRUCTIONS

E

STLCHFIC DATL S : ! andl\luv.n)

s S - e et
l PERICD (Check Om or More &8s Appropriste)

£ - - - -,

: i Fre-Celumbian L) lbth Century (3% 18th Censur, TV Teetie,

i - [4 17:h Cerrury L'ﬂ 191h Cen’...r,

I - U P S e S e e e e
v

PARE KRS OF S:GNIFICANCE (( heck One or More as Approprrste;

Abcrigine! U} Education [ Politica! [ Utban Pianring
71 Prehistenic { | Ergineering T3 Religion/Phi. T O:Ner (Specifs.
1 Historic ™ inrdustey tosophy
Ty Agriculture i tnvention P Scrence -
3 Architecture [} Londscope | Sculptue
23 A Arcliteciure 1 Sccizi/ Humen-
X Commeice . Literature tanon -
{3 Cemmuricotions T Mitetacy 7 Thearer
o
Tj Conservotion . T3 Music X Tronsportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFIZTANCE

The Indian Queen and Black's Store are two eighteenth
entury taverns that date from the period of prosperity of
harlestown, Maryland. Chartered in 1742, Charlestown
rosPerLd largely because of its location on the Annapolis--

iladelphia post rcad at the ferry crossing on the Chesapedke
y. The traffic on the nost road generated enough business
suvport several taverns in Charlestown.

By the turn of the nineteenth century, Elkton had
lipsed Charlestown as the urban center of Cecil County.
financial decline worked as a freezing agent to retain
rlestown's eighteenth century character and many of its
iginal buildings. The Indian Queen and Black's Store found
w uses illustrative of the changing nature of the tcown from

important transportation center to a rural Vlllage.

Architectural and archae eological evidence pcints to

zn eighteenth century date for both structures. The documents
pegln their story in 1742 with the laying out of Charlestown
intoc lcts. Both buildings stand on Lot 82 bounded by Market
Street on the scuth, the main thoroughfare, and by the market
zpace on the east. The original owner Zebulon Hollingsworth,
a charter member of the town councilil, sold the westernmost

g
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.guarter on which the original section of Black's Store, the

Red Lvon tavern, was constructed. The 17585 town minutes
tell of a council meeting at the Red Lvon. Immediately to
+he east 0f this gambrel-rocfed log structure stands the
Indian Queen, a two-story ccmpetitor for the Red Lyon. ,The
Indian Queen is one of the several places on the eastern
seaboard to hold the distinction: "George Washington slept
here."

Both buildings operated independently until the mid-
nineteenth century. In 1830 Indian Queen became the property
of Major John Nelson Black through marriage. .He made several
improvements tc the property notably the "gingerbread" cornice
and the alteration to the roof line when he convertad it to
a residence.

Twe decades later the Black family obtained the Red Lyon
which through the nineteenth century was known as Black's
Store consisting of the original log section and a gambrel
roof wing which served as a sometime schocl for the Plack

chnildren.
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University of Virginia Press, 1940.)
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NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION
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COMMON N
Indian Queen and
Black's Store

AND/OR HISTORIC .
Red Lyon Inn's Indian
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Market Street
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form a cellar kceping room. The great
ice has an opening five feet in breadth.
logical dig in the hearth area shows
iational layers. The fourth level is the
aing, for it reveals a ccbblestone floor
r. Preseiving, sospmalking, and Leavy

bl

sckeeping rook place in this room,
served as a stock room for goods sold
s store.

sezment hewn out of a fluor joist
‘incipal scair indicated the steep wind-
1t led from this cellar to the log-house
ibove. A gambrel roof cevers this log-
.2\ massive, battened door, mounted
wrought, tweaty-six-inch strap hinges
twoand gnc-halfinch pintics, cpens
ihe front wall, and another similar
onto the back courtyard. Windows
' door are hung with guillotine sashes

«een William Thumpson and J. N. Black,
B (MS owned by Mrs. Edgar McMulien,
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Orlando Ridout, IV, "The Indian Cueen,"”

Maryland
Cecil County

-7, G

Indian Queen and Black's Store

Winterthur Portfolio 5

il FLOOR FLAN OF
BLACK'S STCRE

T

Fic. 11. Porier’s Tavern and Red Lyon Tavern (later
Black’s Store) . First-fioor plan by james T. Wollon, Jr.
{Marylard Historical Trust.)

W ]
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Fic. 12 Porter’s Tavern and Red Lyzn 'I‘:nth(‘-“""
Black's Store) . Second-foor plan by James T. Wollon.
Jr. (Maryland Historical Trust)

Winterthur Portfolioc #5,

Charlottesville, 1969, 200.

The Indian Qlfc.’f)s

having twelve Iigli
one-quarter inchiey
A crown moldin
room, the inside d
feet from front 10 3
nine feet high. ¢
high, trimmed by}
the room. §
Split laths have
.inside log walls,
filled with cow h
wainscot and the i
room is fitted withf
with fielded panels;
of the chimney has |
end wall to the +
which served varic§
and tavern. A sty
within the bay on t}
A hand rail and
steps of the stuir, tl;
into the wihding s
chamber above. Thi
fielded panels in a
room below. Two

i
¥
3
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Fic. 13. Red Lyon Taves
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INDIAN QUEEN cc-2 Lot #82

First owned by Zebulon Hollingsworth, one of the original Town
Commissioners of Charlestown, this house was used for many yvears
as a tavern and changed hands a number of times, until in 184S, it
became the property of John N. Black, whose descendents were in
possession until 1967. At that time, it was purchased, along with
the Red Lyon Tavern, by the Maryland Historic Trust and partially
restored.

REDLYON (c -1 2% Lot #82

The Red Lyon was built circa 1755 on the same lot as the lndian
Queen. Later the left portion was known as Stephen Porter’s
Tavern and the right section as John Black’'s Storc. In 1804 the
building was purchased by Capt. Jonas Owens. In the yard there
stands a stone meat house, probably erccted by Capt. Owens. An
archaelogical dig in the area revealed the remains of many animals
bones—mostly pig, sheep and squirrel. Altho Charlestown was the
center of a fishing community. not many fish bones were found.

Present owners are Mr. and Mrs. Winthrop Allen.
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