
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM 

NR Eligible: yes _X_ 

no 

Property Name: Cumminas Tavern Inventory Number: CE-139 

Address: 1195 Tome Highway City: Port Deposit Zip Code: 21904 

County: Cecil USGS Topographic Map: _R_is_i_n .... a_S_u_n ______________ _ 

Owner: Roger Dale and Aletta Poffenbarger Is the property being evaluated a district? yes 

Tax Parcel Number: _5_0_9 __ Tax Map Number: _23 ___ Tax Account ID Number: _08_-_0_6_-0_2_8_2_9_2 _________ _ 

Project: _ B_ra_i_n_br_i_dg~e_#_M_D_0_0_4_._l_L_a_tt_ic_e_C_e_llu_l_ar_T_o_w_e_r _____ Agency:_F_C_C ______________ _ 

Site visit by MHT Staff: no yes Name: Date: 
------------~ 

Is the property located within a historic district? yes X no 

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: 

NR-listed district yes District Name: Eligible district __ yes 
-----------------~ 

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource yes no Non-contributing but eligible in another context 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) 

Preparer' s Recommendation: Eligible _K_yes no 

Criteria: A B X C D Considerations: A B c D E F G None -- --- -- --

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: HABS inventory (Browne, MHT) 4-18-68, MDSHPO archives, field 
visit, MERLIN, MD tax records 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 
The Cummings Tavern, currently a residence, is an example of a National Colonial style house composed of the local rough-cut Port Deposit 
granite. The house could have been built in the late 1700s or early 1800s, and it appears that not too much has been altered since this time. 
The double-pile house is two and a half stories tall, which is a consistent plan of Colonial style buildings of this time period. The building is 
a five-bay wide, symmetrical structural masonry house with two gabled dormer windows protruding from the normal-pitched, side-gabled 
roof. Two substantial brick chimney stacks adorn the ridge of the roofline at each gabled end. The roof is covered with composite asphalt 
shingles. 

The wood-framed windows are one-over-one double-hung systems. It was noted in the HABS survey completed in 1968 that at that time, the 
first floor windows were nine-over one. the second floor were six-over-one and the dormers were six-over-six. The original multi-pane 
windows would have been more consistent popular styles during the time of construction. Single, rough-cut granite lintels span the tops of 
each window. It appears that a two-story porch once existed on the building due to a second story central exterior door and telling markings 
on the exterior stone. The front door is about three feet from ground level, which suggest also the existence of a porch or at least steps. 

A one-story granite kitchen ell was added at sometime in the history of the structure behind the west end. A small corrugated metal shed roof 
extends off the north side door of the tavern. A 19'h century frame shed also stands behind the kitchen ell and a stone wash house with a brick 
gable and stack is located northeast of the main structure. The wash house was most likely constructed at the same time as the tavern with 

ARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 
ligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: __ A __ B / C __ D Considerations: __ A __ B __ C __ D __ E __ F __ G None 
Comments: 

Date 

Date 
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Port Deposit Granite. Small wood-framed four-light windows are found around the washhouse and it is in fair condition and contributes to 
the historical significance of the tavern. 

The house has had several uses over the years, including a residence, grocery store, and its namesake- a tavern. Each use has inflicted strain 
on the building, however, it remains in good to fair condition. The masonry was heavily and poorly repointed with hard, Portland Cement. 
The window glazing is not original and the porches were removed (which may or may not have been original to the structure). The area 
around the house is somewhat cluttered with various materials. However, the building remains a clear and solid example of a colonial folk 
house with the telling symmetrical fac;ade and imposing chimney stacks flanking the gabled roofline. Also, the kitchen ell and separate wash 
house tell a story on how people lived during these times and how a colonial house functioned. The local materials and quality workmanship 
implemented in the construction have maintained the house as it is today in its original location and rural setting. The feeling of colonial 
times is somewhat compromised by the cluttered property and additions, yet the design reflects a clear example of a typical style of this time 
and therefore should be nominated to the National Register of Historic Properties under Criterion C. 

Prepared by: 
Brooke Blades and Kathryn St. 

Clair 
12-27-02 

Date Prepared: ____________ _ 
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Name. RISING SUN 
Date: 1212712002 
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Location: 039° 38' 19.0" N 076° 03' 43.9" W 
Caption. Bainbridge Lattice Tower 

Location of Cummings Tavern CE-139 

Copynght (C) 1997, Maptech. Inc 
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 
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STREET NO. 2. NAME t ~--~. T a..iv-c-vw 

UJ 
N 
;;; 
II.I 
:E 
< .,, 
u. 
0 
I-
llJ 
II.I 
J: .,, 
z 
0 
0 
II.I 
0 
0 
< 
w 
ID 

>-
< 
~ .,, 
J: 
~ -

• J b 
I-
0 
J:. 
a. 
0 
::..!: 
< 
z 
2 
I-
c( 
2 

6 
u. 
z 
_J 

< ... 
z 
w 
~ 
w 
_J 

a. 
a. 
:::> .,, 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE '°""..,.,,-.. 
PRESENT OWNER 1!!m: W\~\.. .. \I ) F. E. 
PRESENT USE ~~re. L c\""c.\\\u'\ 
WALL CONSTRUCTION s+o .. < 
NO. OF STORIES 2. 'I.,_ 

DATE OR PERIOD f ,~.._ (...-,\."°""'1 
STYLE (.ol-.-J 
ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

~.NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIG .. llFICANCE ANO DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC t.Jo 

Cummings Tavern is a 2~ story stone building which is five bays Icing 

and three bays deep with a one story stone kitchen beh ing the west 

side of the rnein section. There 1s a center door on both floors 

of the southeast facade. A1 ove the windows are stone I intels 

of JI:./, single rectangu I ar stores. Sash on the southeast facade 1 s 

9/1 on the first floor and 6/1 on the sedond floor. The two 

dormers have 6/6 sash. Across the entire front of the building 

1s a modern concrete block porch. Half the building 1s presently 

used as a grocery stone. 

Marker: CUMMINGS TAVERN 
COUNT OeROCHAMBEAU'S HEAVY ARTILLERY AND BAGGAGE TRAIN 
CAMPED HERE SEPTIJMBER 9, 1781 BEFORE FORDING THE SUS~ 
CUEHANNA AT BALD Fl~l IR ANO PlrnCEEDI NG TO JOIN THE ~1AI N 
ARMY ON THE PHILADELPHll ROAD. 

STATE ROADS COMMISSION 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF !T11UCTURE Endongerecl IJD 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Pion Optlonol) 

B. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author. Tlf/e, Po9HJ 
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, '!:TC. 

Interior E xterlor r o.; v-

' 

7.PHOTOGRAPH (/,.../.,. • 

~. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

N\ ~c,~0o.4. \ ~owvv.c.. 
W\.~ \Cl.Mo~ \i~~\.o .... <.c.R l\··u... .. t 

DA TE OF RECORD 
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