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6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Warehouse Property 

fltOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Bohemia Avenue, east side 
CITY. TOWN 

Chesapeake City 
STATE 

Maryland 

VICINITY OF 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

_BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

di'TE 
_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

~IVATE hOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_6o 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Hugh W. & Sarah P. Caldwell 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Chesapeake City _ v1c1N1TY0F 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
couRTHousE. Cecil 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 

Main Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Elkton 
Iii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE --

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

First 
COUNTY 

Cecil 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _ffELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_ TRANSPORT,l\ TION 

~THER 

Telephone #:(301) 885-5262 

STATE,. Zl.p code 
Maryland 21915 

Liber #: WAS No. 264 
Folio #: 459 

STATE 

Maryland 21921 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

~NEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

([..- 142-& 

CHECK ONE 

~RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Vacant Lot 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



-11 SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 ---AGRICUUUR~ _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

__ 1700-1799 --ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

~800-1899 ~OMMERCE __ EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _QTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Warehouse Property is now a vacant lot but one time was 
the scene of much activity. Bohemia Avenue was the main street in 
town and led across the Canal beside this lot. This area was the 
first to develop in the new town that grew quickly after the open
ing of the Canal in 1829. When the Canal was a system of locks 
and boats depended on mules for travel through the Canal, cargoes 
were transferred at wharves and stored in warehouses like the ones 
on this property. In the early days, everything the towns-people 
needed was ordered from Philadelphia or Baltimore and shipped by 
boat. The county papers carried advertisements for goods available 
from dealers in Philadelphia ~nd Baltimore. Farmers,local merchants 
and housekeepers, ordered what they needed and shipped whatever 
products they had for sale through warehouses like these owned 
first by the Cropper family. 

The Cropper's were among the first to settle in Chesapeake 
City, Kendall Cropper and his wife Ann bought land as early as 1836 
and probably had business interests here before that time. Kendall 
and Ann Cropper had eight children whose names appear on early deeds 
in all parts of Chesapeake City. William P. Cr9pper became a 
merchant. Absalom Cropper was a steamboat captain as was his brother 
Littleton Cropper. James S. Schultz who married Sarah Cropper, was 
an engineer on~a steamboat. Richard H. Bryan married Eliza Cropper 
and was a prosperous merchant. Haradah C. Marshall married another 
Cropper daughter. John Tuffree married daughter Margaret. Samuel 
P. Cropper also was a boatman. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



CE-14L~ 

IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEJ;>AMTE SHEET lf NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Michael Bourne & Katherine Wein May, 1976 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

South Chesapeake City Historic District Commission 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

c lo Town Crnrnci 1 of Chesapeake City 
CrTY OR TOWN 

Chesapeake City 

(301) 885-5298 
!STATE 

M1a_rylapd 21915 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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