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CE-1531

PHOTOGRAPH LIST

The following information pertains to all photographs:

East High Street Historic District
Elkton, Cecil County, Maryland
Robert Powers

June 2010

Powers and Company, Inc.

Photograph # Description of Photograph
1 110 Collins Avenue, view northeast
2 110 Collins Avenue, view east
3 110 Collins Avenue, view southeast
4 110 Collins Avenue, view west
5 East High and South Streets, view northeast
6 East High and South Streets, view northeast
T East High Street between Church and South Streets, view northwest
8 East High Street between Church and South Streets, view west
9 149 East High Street, view north
10 141 and 149 East High Street, view southwest
11 149 East High Street, view southeast
12 149 East High Street, view northeast
13 149 East High Street, view southwest
14 149 East High Street, view southwest
15 East High Street, view northeast
16 141 East High Street, view northwest
17 141 East High Street, view northwest
18 141 East High Street, view southwest
19 141 East High Street, view southeast
20 141 East High Street, view southeast
21 East High Street between Groom Lane and Court House Plaza, view west
22 East High Street between Groom Lane and Court House Plaza, view northeast
23 East High Street between Groom Lane and Court House Plaza, view northeast
24 East High Street between Court House Plaza and North Street, view west
25 East High Street between Court House Plaza and North Street, view west
26 East High and North Streets, view southwest
27 141 East High Street, 1* floor, South end, view west
28 141 East High Street, 1% floor, South end, view northwest
29 141 East High Street, 1% floor, South end, view southwest
30 141 East High Street,_f"_'t floor, Center, view northwest
31 141 East High Street, 1° floor, North end, view northeast
32 141 East High Street, 2" floor, South end, view north
33 141 East High Street, 2" floor, South end, view west
34 141 East High Street, 2™ floor, South end, view south




35 141 East High Street, 2" floor, North end, view north

36 141 East High Street, 3" floor, Stairway, view north

37 141 East High Street, 3“' floor, view west

38 149 East High Street, 1% floor, South end, view northwest
39 149 East High Street, 1St floor, Center, view south

40 149 East High Street, 1° ﬂoor Center, view northeast

41 149 East High Street, 1° *floor, Center, view southwest
42 149 East High Street, 1% floor, North end, view north

43 149 East High Street, 2" floor, South end, Stairway, view south
44 149 East High Street, 2" floor, South end, Stairway, view north
45 149 East High Street, 2™ floor, South end, view east

46 149 East High Street, 2" floor, Center, view north

47 149 East High Street, 2™ floor, North end, view northwest
48 149 East High Street, 3" floor, view southwest

49 149 East High Street, 3" floor, Stairway, view south

50 149 East High Street, 3" floor, view southeast

51 110 Collins Avenue, 1% floor, view east

52 110 Collins Avenue, 1% floor, view west

53 110 Collins Avenue, 1* floor, view west

54 110 Collins Avenue, 2™ floor, Stairway, view west

55 110 Collins Avenue, 2™ floor, view northwest

56 110 Collins Avenue, 2" floor, view southeast

57 110 Collins Avenue, 2" floor, view northeast

58 110 Collins Avenue, 2™ floor, view north













E ~ 5%\

;_!' AMLE R Stree Y Hustocte TisTRCT
Cec o (eoearm NAD

.-_.__if_f_ et Pouaais,

:_.';-.. AL AT

MDD SR PO

O oy, AFrernwe ., van C

* 2/p






Ce - 1S3

L. Hieon StRee T FusToRic OistaceT
pe i Count, MD

_ e Pouwaars

Joanc ACAO

MDD SHRO

e oLl Ay ALcNUE, WS SE






e - 'S =

& tHiax S ek T HugTeRie. VI STYLCT
e C(eontr(, MY

o cer Porvg vs

AU Q00

D SHERO

1l (e AN AueEAse, LLeELn Sun

 9/se






~ /53

E MIGH STCEET HISTOr 10 1iSre T

Cle CoLksry, MDD

BERT (2 WERS

WoNE Cono

] ‘ QTFF" LT 'T"-" _r'J_'_-_‘r'z' ! i ."/‘1"'/4

S /<p '

b o

!



CE 53
& HiGH STELFT MOSTREAC DS

e COLAYTY MDD

BELT /e K

Lo

SHPO

WGl STEELT M STace D’CJF{?; VIE b Ko









(4 ! '/93)/‘_

B H/GH TPEFT FUSTBF & Doy i
CECIL CoLry, MDD

FOWEKLS,

£ oo

- SMPO

bl STEE L7 HEIDEL Dr2t' €T i) b

L84



CE- /<21
H/:,M SErT HISTDE: Diye
CECI. Count'y .MD

E MaH SEEET M Soere Dvsrrier, b W















s MigH STEr Er ! SroeiC DI STRICr
= Covnty, MD






ISzt
E Wict1 TREET HisroriC ire 127
ECIL C.‘Odfmy M

5)1'/6,!-1 STRECY , ViEg £



Ih“&u

.‘.-— ———



HMiar STEEET Histpric Sisreicr
ECiL COLITYy MDD

EBLT PONERS,

/ 20;0

SHPo

S & i SFEET, Vicw N






CE- |52)
Yy iGH STEEET ISR TYSTE 107

1POwWE £5,
Serd

WGH STRefpr Ew S






(TG STREFY, Ew €
14/<®






Iﬂqﬂ STRLET A Sraesc e

ety POWELS
RE Zo/o
5;. - SHrPo

4’1 ﬁ.’_












-1 SZ/

& HigH Steeer - Sree i Drsyricr
¢ CONTY. MO






e /52

€ G TLELr 115 0 1 vir 107

E HigH STREr7, yepy <






& HISH STZEET visyp Pre DISTE o
E CeUNTY MDD

7y [(OwEL <
= Zoro
SHPO

E HigH STEEFr UIEN S






ﬁ HIGH STEer A'STOE1C D> SrRpcT
' e COLNTY MDD

FOWERS

Zoro

HigH Steserz, . )E5w £






 CE- =2y
MiGt! STRerT 11<7proc ISR IO
ECIL COLATY , Mp
DBEET PovrFs
"'. D SHPO
S Hlar! STEEELT 11is7op.e T ST, EW W






 Ce- /52
L E UiGH STEFET e brSrerer

'.";: = &, 55@7 F’.."’(,c,ff AS
Je Zeoio

‘ ~ Higr STeEe7 )1/ SToErC PISTELT, £ w

! e

) A d—






&erE- /S3/

E HigH STEEFT A1 StoFrc DIsrerer












- .

VE 11/61 STREET p1/Srpeme »
CECcre Counrv A

S iy 2

JVONE Zo/0

g /SJ:::DSWJET F'Srore Drsreect, Ee) IV

W rc‘*’?"












S NLPR T

E - 193]
Hiem S tees v tucrovic. Disveac Tt
Ty C“U’\"\-i(, [ N

Rouwrewe,
A 2 ©L0

; FRA2/58
f;?m Staeed, \ST FLovl, Vievo LW EST ‘







L (N, rady

e v Yoviasvwa,
ad D1 D

U SH PO

€ Hue SrieeT,

H\G_!-{ S e e e OVAC TigTesc T

197 Dlope, wreud Nus







£E - 1S3\
= Hi Srzeet Heveoec DisTewcT
CeuL Lo, MN
RoRer v Porurng,
e S llel
AD PO







CE - 152,

- Hian Steer 1 Hasteece TOist e

Ceci oarx(, ML

Ropcet Povicuc,

Swne 2010

MDD PO

Hl e FuaHd Scuce v, 19T Fu s vews rawn

' 3o[se













B Hiad Sy Ha kT ewie D s Tk T
P e Caonnoty(, MY

Ml e . FUGHS e T, a ™ Fo, A
52(58






~ 1'%

= - Huiew SAa e e\ HMaA R Tuere ONETRALCT
Ceil Cauunrte(, MY

BeT Vo LN R,







B e - v
L E. L SraeeT Mue T oewc Verewe
e (eurt(, My

e Pouwers,

MDY SA4 T o
W e HLEU STt , @™ Fu uwans
E=ulsg






CeE-\S 3\
E: - HiHKR StRee ™ HusTtoedc st RieT
e (owvaoi(, MY

et Poueces

Ve aolo

AD Gt po

fLEe . HuaH STreet, 2™ O wvnauo N

3G | <R






e -(1c3 ¢
. E- e Shacetr HusTovece DisTtaaeT

v ﬁ
Le. P CSarer v 3% o ae w0 M

3e(sy



4

ill“"|'1“




CE- 53\
€ HibH SToee T Hast i Digtae
Cecic Cownaty(, MD
wt“ﬂﬂ' @ st
vwe S olo
MDD SHRO
R E HUbH STReE T, 3D £, LLawv us
# 3353







A\ £ . H a6 ST T, WY # Vv W






= ey

BEE - (S
LB Hue STaer « Mucrcizte DisTtave T

Leci Cacart¢, MDD
‘_ MGQT ’PLL\.’Q\L&

E. e STRCLY, (18T FL, vicue S







CE - IS

e i W e (I e Gl (I o G L e~ ' DisTe ¢
ﬁ

CAb. CRDNATTN, M D
H e U UL S,

June aolo
Mp < HPo
ue @ HUGH STaor !

¥ Yo/s

197 =, Nt <







v6 9

| &4

C

A






BE e - 'S\

:  wta ek STeceT Heetonie DisT e
EecLC Co ot ( ,M\S

.'U"':naz_:v P s,

Aol

Q@ e - Htr_-.z—{ Sxyeecr v, 5T Fu, Wao R

Ise






Ce- 1S3\
E'E— e A Crxpecet Hueto@ie Vs TRaecT







Ce- 153\
E. it ST 1 HugTorcc Vst e T
 Ccw C(emunoTy, MY
Lopeet Periews
'am;(_ oloto
AD S+ PO
qa e HuoHr ST et

4| st

0
AN FL, wero Ko






- Ce- (s

B MiaM Sge e Hag T gvee Distete
5 cCeciL Coonrt (| MYy

f R‘D‘?;ee:\ chu._v.n,






CE - \s =,

E. i STRLCEN HULTERRC OIS Tele=
Cea. Couns<y(, Ny

Lstert Porvawg

S oo

MD st o

M . H e STeee |, 2™ e Ve B
K Ul <2






CCe -\ S
e M e STeaER VML s Tente. DisTRLCT

e o LU

BT Pouien Sy

Lo imn™ \(, MY



EhhihbEREAE



CE- 152\
€. Y\ HWL STRee v U

CecaL Couvty(, MO

CTURAC- DS RLCT

BRce LT Pouviarns,

B e 20vo

P SUPO

€ HieH STt 290, vawn SW

't]s¢e







= - 1SS0
e HUew STl T HusTorie DrsTene T

T Poulas
A O\VO







CE -~ \S3)\ |

e i STece Y Husaewrie DS e e

' .'T:CECAL’ Couvanry-¢, MDD

Mtl(_T Veiug e s

Aenx S0 e

MDD SH PO

e €. il STrece1, 580 Fo. naw sc







Ce - 53

e. e Stace~ Hustetuce ODwsTteueT
Cecie CovarT (, MD

e v Vo,

Aoae AGLD

SHYO
D Cutlan A~ ALEOANVNE. 2T ru veaews €

silsg







Ce 153
E -t C,"‘Q_,EET Lahgveoeuce q)'e‘aTQ.ACT

Cecrt. Cowast, MY







e - ' S35
- E. Hibu Sx et HusTtoree DisT e T
C—F_»CJ.  Cewrm (, ™ AP

3, e v Poarxs,

: L"“.\ k " '\‘eo ’4 \ .." ‘ | . 1 “1 " ( ! \..4' E_L LD |







- 1S N
SQHT\ t_-\:{_ S T Haer ot Die Ree -t
C oL CooursT (. MDD
Poacnt Poriens
Jrre Foro

H‘b “) H PLH‘
*\ (&) Cest i rSe FI"‘ el - = ~ A . LA
L TR






BE - (S
€ Hitnu Stuee~< HusTswe OwstRieT
Cecte Cocarmi, MY

 Rotent Qo

Casu /Ay 2 S R S G A o utan WO







(._E_ '\f,‘?‘\
- A c - N
E. U Stace T s Tekee DrsTRUC T
Ceci Ceove v (,MD
CoeBert Coltels
)L'N‘_ (:;C-!L\
MO SH PO
e (et AS At Ane @0 o
| f‘../bf{_j_k\ %e







QE. (S 13‘

£ tued Stage Flig1evte DOt ac T

cecrt Caouny (. MDD

L opeeT P evvenk

Jdunxe oo

MDY SHLEO

WO Couihe Freriie , D
T Ss3se

FL., eww AE







.- (53
£ tlh o Stece T HisToere DisTRee=X
Cect (e, MMD
L Rowewtr Polieuc,
_\ufuz"_ R sl
5 MDD SHteo |
‘”_“':’ (et hAs ALL,k e, M Fo o tieto A
F'C"Sel‘:z




MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST NR Eligible: yes X

DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM ne.

Property Name: Elkton East High Street Residential District - Inventory Number:  CE-1531

Address: - City: Elkton Zip Code: o
County: Cecil R USGS Topographic Map: Elkton - -
Owner: - - Is the property being evaluated a district? X yes
Tax Parcel Number: ~ Tax Map Number: Tax Account ID Number: - -
Project: - Agency:

Site visit by MHT staff: X no yes Name: - Date:

Is the property is located within a historic district?  yes X no
| If the property is within a district District Inventory Number:

NR-listed district ~~ yes Eligible district _yes  Name of District: - - -

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource _yes ~~ no  Non-contributing but eligible in another context  yes

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district)  Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible X yes no
Criteriaz A B C D Considerations: A B C D E F G  None

Documentation on the property/district is presented in:

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination:  (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo)

The East High Street Residential District, comprising the houses on both sides of High Street between North Street and Landing
Lane, on both sides of Collins Avenue, Millburn Street, Clinton Street, and Bethel Street, and on the west side of Boothe Street,
is significant as a commuhnity of industrial housing representng the various periods of Elkton's properity during the 19th c.
While several late 19th ¢. homes similar to those in the North and West Residential Districts are scattered throughout the
neighborhood, the predominant form appears to date from Elkton's ascendancy as a commercial and industrial center arounf mid-
century. These are simple two or three story, gable roofed, frame houses, 3 or 4 bays wide, mostly duplexes, arranged in rows
very close to the street. Many retain their orignial 6/6 sash and and clapboard siding; such alterations as have been made within
the district are reversible and limited to more recent forms of sash and siding which do not compromise the form and character
of these structures.

Two very plain, vernacular Gothic Churches are located within the district, both are stuccoed, gable-front structures, 3 bays
wide by 4 bays deep, with peaked windows. The entrances are centered in the facades, with circular windows above. These

buildings are typical of late 19th c. churches serving black congregations.

Significance:

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW

Eligibility recommended X Eligibility not recommended _
Criteria: _)5’ A_ B ')( L & D Considerations: A B C D E F G _ None
MHT Comments

kOfﬁce of Preservation Services

971'L1 {o# e

— ) | P
eviewer, NR Frogram Date




NP-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM

Elkton East High Street Residential Distric

Page 2 ag—/jﬁ/

Elkton's advantageous location at the juncture of major transportation corridors was instrumental in its achievement of
significance in the military, commercial, and industrial history of the region.

Elkton figures prominently in the military history of the nation. It served as a key point of embarkation during the
Revolutionary War: in 1777 the British general Howe landed his armies here en route to Philadelphia; it was this maneuver
which doomed General Burgoyne at Saratoga. In March, 1781, Lafayette embarked from Elkton with his troops bound for
Annapolis, and in September of the same year, Washington also embarked from Elkton to inaugurate the climactic Yorktown
campaign. Elkton retained its strategic importance during the War of 1812 when British marines under Admiral Cockburn
mounted an unsuccessful attack on the town.

Elkton preceded Baltimore in the development of the flour-packing industry and was hailed by 1807 as an important wheat
market, with trade at that time having attained a level of 250,000 bushels per year. After the War of 1812, packet lines
continued to run between Elkton and Baltimore, and the New Castle Frenchtown Railroad (1832) increased Elkton's importance
as a transportation center. Numerous mills were established on the Elk River, evidenced by surviving millraces, and the town
thrived. Prosperity waned in subsequent years until the post-Civil War period, when new industries, including pulp mills,
machine shops, fertilizer plants, and canneries came to the town, stimulating housing construction, as reflected in the late 19th
c. residential districts.

Elkton's history and development are clearly reflected in the five districts and four individual structures within the Multiple
Resource Area. The town is architecturally significant in possessing a large and varied collection of well-preserved structures
representing changes in fashions in residential, commercial, and ecclesiastical architecture from the mid-18th to early 20th
centuries, with an especially fine concentration of houses, churches, and commercial buildings dating from the latter half of the
19th century.

[extracted from P. Kurtze & P. Weissman]

Prepared by: P. Kurtze & P. Weissman,MHT (1980 & 82) Date Prepared:




CE-1531
East High Street Residential District
Elkton, Cecil County, MD

Date of Construction: 1875-1920

The Elkton East High Street Residential District largely comprises a collection of modest,
simply decorated frame houses with clapboard siding constructed between 1875 and 1920.
Appearing in both single-family and duplex configurations, the simple, 2- to 3-story houses
reflect the economic status of those who occupied them, in this case workers who benefitted
from the industrial expansion that occurred in Elkton beginning in the mid-nineteenth century.
Although the majority of these houses are simple, almost vernacular late-nineteenth century
structures, several houses in more defined styles, such as Victorian, Craftsman, and Colonial
Revival, also appear, demonstrating the continued growth of the town through the twentieth

century.

Throughout its history, the East High Street Residential District benefitted from Elkton’s
industrial activity in grain production, the processing of pulp for paper, the manufacturing of
fertilizers, and the canning of fruits and vegetables. The growth of the East High Street
residential community was influenced strongly by these important industries, which employed
many of the people who lived there. Many of the residents who occupied the East High Street
Residential District were African-American and formed one of the most prominent and cohesive
Black communities in Maryland during the nineteenth and early twentieth century. The legacy of
this strong community is also evident in the many churches that they constructed, several in a

simple Gothic Revival style.



Maryland Historical Trust Inventory No. CE-1531
Maryland Inventory of
Historic Properties Form

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name)
historic East High Street Residential District
other

2. Location
street and number  122-245 East High Street, 104-127 Milburn Street, 11-117 Bethel Street, 110-117 Clinton Street,

105-205 Booth Street, and 107-109 Locust Lane ____not for publication
city, town Elkton ___ vicinity
county Cecil

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name multiple ownership
street and number telephone
city, town state zip code

4. Tocation of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. multiple deeds liber folio

city, town tax map tax parcel tax ID number

5. Primary Location of Additional Data

Contributing Resource in National Register District

Contributing Resource in Local Historic District

X __ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Recorded by HABS/HAER

Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT

Other:

6. Classification

Category Ownership Current Function Resource Count

__X__ district ______public ______agriculture ____landscape Contributing Noncontributing

____ building(s) _ X private _ X commerce/trade ___ recreation/culture 54 19 buildings

__ structure __ both __ defense _ X _religion sites

___ site _ X _domestic __ social structures

______object _____education _____transportation objects
__ funerary _____work in progress Total
__government unknown
_____health care X __vacant/not in use Number of Contributing Resources
__industry other: previously listed in the Inventory

0



7. Descri ption Inventory No. CE-1531

Condition
____excellent ____deteriorated
X _good ____ruins
X_fair __ altered

The East High Street Residential District comprises the houses and few commercial structures along both sides of East
High Street between North Street and Locust Lane, and on both sides of Millburn Street, Clinton Street, Bethel Street, and
on the west side of Booth Street.

The residential fabric of the East High Street Residential District is representative of Elkton’s industrial development that
began most forcefully in the mid-nineteenth century. Built for factory and plant workers, many of whom were African
American, most of the houses within the district are simple, almost vernacular, frame dwellings. The houses range from 2
to 3 stories high and from 2 to 4 bays wide, most with gabled roofs on the side or front fagade and wooden clapboard
siding. Fronting very close to the street, many of these houses were constructed in a side-by-side duplex configuration
and arranged in short rows. The most prominent of these duplex rows are at 210-220 East High Street and at 107-127
Milburn Street (Photograph 13).

There were also many single-family houses constructed during the same period of mid to late-nineteenth century growth,
such as those at 115 East High Street (Photograph 1), 134-138 East High Street (Photograph 4), 112 Milburn Street
(Photograph 15), and 117 Bethel Street (Photograph 10). Although modest in size, these houses typically display more
varied architectural detailing, such as decorative wooden trim on porches, eaves, and around windows. The house at 117
Bethel Street is most representative of this type, with Victorian wooden trim on its porch, Gothic revival pointed arch
windows, and wooden pinnacles to accentuate the end of each gabled side. Despite such architectural flourishes,
however, the basic form and massing of these houses differs little from the simplicity of neighboring duplex houses.

Several larger, more elaborate dwellings do appear in the East High Street Residential District and represent the
continuation of prosperity in Elkton through the beginning of the twentieth century. These houses, such as the late
Victorian, 2 %2- story example at 132 East High Street were typically built between 1890 and 1910, are more sophisticated
in their varied massing, rooflines, window placement, and architectural detailing. A 2 ¥:-story, Craftsman-style house from
about 1910 also appears at 127 Milburn Street. Characteristic of the Craftsman style, this house has substantial square
columns supporting its front porch, pent dormers on its and simple architectural detailing throughout the structure.

Some of the houses in the district retain their original 6/6 sash windows and clapboard siding. Other houses have
undergone superficial and reversible alterations, such as the addition of vinyl or aluminum siding, that do not compromise
the historic form or character of these dwellings. There are several houses and commercial buildings constructed more
recently — ranging from 1-story, 1960s ranch houses to small, brick office buildings — that are non-contributing in the
district. :

In addition to the district’s residential properties, there are also two plain, vernacular Gothic Revival churches located on
East High Street that housed the district's predominantly African American congregations. These include the Providence
Methodist Episcopal Church at 157 East High Street (Photograph 3) and Wright's African Methodist Episcopal Church at
125 Booth Street (Photograph 8). Both churches face the street with stuccoed, gable-front facades, are roughly 3 bays
wide by 4 bays deep, and retain their original wooden, Gothic pointed windows with colorful stained glass. The basic form
and massing of these churches reflects that of neighboring residential properties, with simple rectangular forms and
gabled roofs.



8. Significance Inventory No. CE-1531

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below

__1600-1699 __agriculture ___economics ___health/medicine __ performing arts

__1700-1799 __archeology ___ education X_ industry ___ philosophy

X_1800-1899 __ architecture ___engineering ___invention __ politics/government

__1900-1999 __art __ entertainment/ __landscape architecture ___ religion

__2000- ___commerce recreation __law ___science
___communications X ethnic heritage - __ literature X_ social history
___community planning __ exploration/ ___ maritime history __ transportation
__ conservation settlement __ military __other:

Specific dates 1875-1900 Architect/Builder none

Construction dates  1875-1920

Evaluation for:

X National Register Maryland Register not evaluated

Incorporated in 1787 as the county seat of Cecil Counry Elkton, previously known as Head of Elk, became a small but
important trading post over the next several decades.' From the late-eighteenth through the early nineteenth century,
Elkton played a prominent role in the wheat market, particularly through flour-packing. The town’s advantageous proxrmlty
to several steamboat lines, especially after 1815, helped it become a place of importance for business of this type.” Much
of the grain produced in Elkton was shipped to larger cities like Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore by boat. Still,
Elkton's largely agrarian economy remained relatively small. It was only in 1838, when a spur of the Baltimore and
Phllade[phla railroad connected Elkton by rail to the growing industrial centers of the north, that the town’s fortunes greatly
|mproved Over the next several decades, the size and prosperity of the town grew steadily.

Many of the houses in the East High Street Residential District were constructed during and shortly after this mid-
nineteenth century period of growth. This residential community was largely the result of the industrial expansion that
characterized Elkton at the time, providing housing for industrial workers and supervisors in both single-family and duplex
configurations. Modest in size and form — most were very simply decorated and used inexpensive materials — the houses
were typical of workers housing of the period in the Maryland region.

The East High Street Residential District was a particularly important neighborhood for working class African-Americans.
Elkton was home to one of the most prominent and politically active African-American communities during the Antebellum
era in Maryland, and many free African-Americans made the neighborhood centered around East High Street their home.
Several Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps dating from the 1880s to the 1960s make note of “Negro dwellings” along East
High Street, Collins Street, and Milburn Street. In addition, these maps show the location of several African-American
churches within the district, including the Providence Methodist Episcopal Church at 157 East High Street, noted as a
“colored church,” Wright's African Methodist Episcopal Church at 127 Boothe Street, and the Gospel Tabernacle Church
at 119 Clinton Street. Founded largely before the Civil War in temporary structures, these congregations gradually
expanded and built the churches that remain in the district today, some with the financial support of Elkton s leading white
citizens. These churches functioned not only as centers for religious worship, but also for community. *

The establishment of African American churches in Elkton prior to emancipation speaks to the strength of the town's black
community, concentrated in the East High Street Residential District. African Americans in other southern states did not
establish their own congregations until after the Civil War, but the town's African Americans benefitted greatly from strong
leadership throughout the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The Reverend James H. Manley, D.D., in particular,

1 George Johnston, History of Cecil County, Maryland, (Elkton, MD, 1881), 352.

Hulbert Footner, Maryiand Main and the Eastern Shore, (New York: Appleton Century, 1942), 248-249.

Gary Lawson Brown, Baltimore in the Nation, (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1980), 165.

* Stephanie Smith, "One Step Closer to Freedom: The ‘Self-Reconstruction’ of Cecil County‘ Maryland and the Seeds of
African Protest and Leadership of Cecil County’s Black Community from 1864-1910,” (Thesis, Franklin and Marshall
College, 2005), 131.
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established several black schools in Elkton in the 1880s, making education one of the top priorities of Elkton's African
American community.

Elkton’s industrial fortunes continued to improve later in the nineteenth century. By the 1880s, the town had become a
major center for the production of pulp used in the manufacture of paper. Several Philadelphia newspapers, including the
Philadelphia Record and Public Ledger owned newsprint plants here to provide for their daily pubhcatlon By the early
twentieth century, Elkton was home to the third largest pulp and paper mill in the United States.” The manufacture of
fertilizers and the canning of fruits and vegetables were also important sectors of the industrial economy of the town.®

Growth in the East High Street Residential District was also influenced by this later period of economic expansions in
Elkton, albeit at a smaller scale than it had been previously. Although houses from this late-nineteenth century period —
similar to those that characterize the North and West Residential Districts — do appear, they are outnumbered by those
that were built around mid-century. These houses are, however, generally larger and more elaborate than their
predecessors, reflecting the increased prosperity of the town during the late-nineteenth and early twentieth century.

® > Smith, 131.

Alfred McClung Lee, The Daily Newspaper in America (London: Routledge, 2000), 110.

John Montgomery Gambrill, Leading Events in Maryland History (1904), 243.

® Maryland Board of World's Falr Managers, Maryland: Its Resources, Industries, and Institutions (Baltimore, Johns
Hopkins University, 1893), 357-358.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of surveyed property 17.03 Acres
Acreage of historical setting 17.03 Acres
Quadrangle name Elkton, MD Quadrangle scale: 1:24,000

Verbal boundary description and justification

The boundary of the East High Street Residential District is shown as a dotted line on the accompanying map entitled
“East High Street Residential District: Site Plan with District Boundary.”

The boundaries reflected in this survey are those chosen in the East High Street Residential District Determination of
Eligibility '
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Contributing /
Non-
Resource # Address Date Historic Name Historic Function Current Function Style Architect Stories Bays Siding Windows Contributing | NR Listed
1 126 E HIGH ST [c. 1960 Office Office Modem 1 12 Brick/Stucco  [Aluminum N No
2 132 EHIGH ST [c. 1910 Residential Residential Victorian 25 4 Asphalt shingle [ Aluminum c No
3 134 EHIGH ST |c.1880 Residential Residential Victorian 25 4 Wood Vinyl c Ne
4 136 E HIGH ST |c.1880 Residential Residential Victorian 2.5 3 Winyl Aluminum C No
] 138 E HIGH ST jc.1880 Residential Residential Victorian 25 2 iyl Wood C No
3] 206 E HIGH ST _|c. 1980 Office Office Colonial 1 6 Brick Vinyl N No
i 210 EHIGH ST |c. 1880 Residential Residential Victorian 2.5 2 Aluminum Aluminum C Ne
;] 212EHIGH ST |c. 1880 Residential Residential Victorian 25 2 Aluminum Aluminum C No
9 214 E HIGH ST |c. 1880 Residential \ictorian 25 2 Wood Aluminum c No
10 216 E HIGH ST _|c. 1880 R Victorian 25 2 Aluminum Aluminum C No
11 218 E HIGH ST _|c. 1880 R Residential Victorian 2.5 2 Aluminum Aluminum c No
12 220 E HIGH ST _|c. 1880 Residential Residential Victorian 2.5 2 Aluminum Aluminum c No
13 230 E HIGH ST |c. 1880 Residential Residential Victorian 2.5 2 Aluminum Aluminum c No
14 232 E HIGH ST |c. 1880 Residential Residential ictorian 25 2 Wiyl Wiyl C Mo
15 234 E HIGH ST |c. 1880 Residential ictorian 25 2 Viny_l Vinyl C No
16 238 E HIGH §T _|c. 2000 Residential R Colonial 1 4 Vinyl Vinyl N No
17 111 EHIGH 5T |c. 1880 F Resid i Wi 2.5 2 Vinyl Aluminum C No
18 113 E HIGH ST _|c. 1880 R Resid | ictorian 2.5 2 Vinyl Aluminum Cc No
19 11§ E HIGH ST _[c. 1880 Residential Residential Victorian 2.5 3 Fake brick Aluminum C No
20 125 E HIGH ST _|c. 1960 Office Office Modem 1 13 ‘Brick Metal N No
21 138 E HIGH ST |c. 1880 Residential Office/R tial Victonan 25 2 Vinyl Aluminum C No
22 151 E HIGH ST |c. 1960 Offica Office Cor porary 1 3 Stucco Aluminum N No
23 153 E HIGH ST |c 1820 Office Office Colonial 2.5 5 Wood Aluminum C No
Providence Methodist Episcopal

24 157 E HIGH ST _|c. 1875 Church Church Church Victorian 1.5 3 Stucco ‘Wood Cc No
25 205 E HIGH ST |c. 1880 C Victorian 1 1 Stucco Wood C No
26 207 E HIGH ST _|c. 1880 R C ictorian 1 1 Stucco Wood C No
27 200 E HIGH ST _|c. 1880 Residential Residential Victorian 2.5 2 Aluminum Wood C No
28 211 E HIGH ST _|c. 1880 Residential Residential Victorian 2.5 2 Aluminum Wood C No

Aluminum/Woo
29 213 E HIGH ST _|c. 1880 Residential Residential Victorian 2.5 4 d Aluminum C No

Aluminum/Woo
30 219 E HIGH ST _|c. 1880 Residantial Residential Victorian 25 2 d Aluminum c No

Aluminum/Woo
31 221 EHIGH ST |c. 1880 R R Victorian 2.5 2 d Alurminum C No
3z 229 E HIGH ST |c. 1880 R Residential Victorian 2 3 Vinyl Winyl c No
33 235 E HIGH ST |c. 1880 Resid | Residential Victorian 2 3 Vinyl Vinyl C No
34 237 EHIGH ST jc. 1880 Resid | Residential Victorian 25 2 Aluminum Aluminum C No
35 239 E HIGH ST _|c. 2000 Residential R Colonial 1 2 Wiyl Aluminum N No




36 241 e HIGH ST |c. 1880 Residential Residenti \;:;r':lma'n 1 g Aluminum Aluminum N h ~_|No
245 E HIGH ST_ Residential Vinyl
38 104 MILBURN STje. Vinyl Vinyl c No
38 106 MILBURN ST|c. 1880 Residential idential \ i 2 3 Vinyl Vinyl c No
40 108 MILBURN ST|c. 1880 Residential Residenti \ i 2 3 Vinyl Vinyl c No
41 110 MILBURN ST}|c. 1880 Residential Residenti Victori 2 3 Wiyl Minyl c No
42 112 MILBURN ST|c. 1880 Residential Residential Victorian 25 3 Vinyl Vinyl C No
43 114 MILBURN ST|c. 2000 Residential Residential Contemporary 2 5 Stone/Vinyl Vinyl N No
44 107 MILBURN ST|c. 1900 Residential Residential Vemacular 2 2 Vinyl Vinyl c No
45 109 MILBURN ST|c. 1800 Residential identi Vemacular 2 2 Vinyl Vinyl c No
46 111 MILBURN ST|c. 1800 Residential Residential Vemacular 2 2 iyl Vinyl {4 No
47 115 MILBURN STjc. 1500 Residential Residential Vermacular 2 2 Vinyl Vinyl C MNo
48 117 MILBURN ST|c. 1900 Residenti Residential Vemacular 2 2 Vinyl Minyl C No
49 119 MILBURN ST|c. 1900 Residential Residential Vemacular 2.5 2 Wood Wood C No
50 121 MILBURN ST]e. 1900 Residential Residential Vemacular 2 2 Vinyl Vinyl c No
51 123 MILBURN ST|c. 1900 Residential Residential Vemacular 2 2 Winyl Vinyl [+ No
52 125 MILBURN ST|c. 1900 Residential Residential Vemacular 2 2 Vinyl Vinyl c No
}127 MILBURN STe : _________[Residential___Residentia
54 111 BETHEL ST |c. 1860 identi Residential C porary 1 2 Vinyl Vinyl N No
55 115 BETHEL ST |c. 1960 Residential identi = porary 1.5 4 Vinyl Vinyl N No
117 BETHEL ST Residential

Residential

57 110 CLINTON ST|c. 1900 Gospel Tabemacle Church Church Vacant Victorian 1.5 3 Stucco Stucco c No
58 114 CLINTON ST |c. 1900 Residential Residential Victorian 15 2 Vinyl Vinyl c No
59 116 CLINTON ST|c. 1960 Resi i Residential C [ y 1 2 Vinyl Vinyl N No
&0 103 CLINTON ST|c. 1970 Residential | Residential Contemporary 2 2 Vinyl Vinyl N No
61 107 CLINTON ST|c. 1970 Residential Residential Contemporary 2 2 Winyl Winyl N No
62 109 CLINTON ST|c. 1970 Residential Residential Contermporary 2 2 Vinyl Vinyl N No
63 111 CLINTON ST|c. 1970 Residenti Residential Contemporary 2 2 Vinyl Vinyl N No
84 113 CLINTON ST |c. 1900 Residential Residential Victorian 2 2 Viny! Vinyl c No
&5 115 CLINTON ST |c. 1900 Residential Residential Victorian 2 2 Vinyl Winyl c No

JZLLEUNST

&7 105 BOOTH ST |c. 2000 R i Residential Vemacular 2 3 Vinyl Minyl N No

&8 107 BOOTH ST _|c. 2000 Residential Residential Vemacular 2 3 Vinyl Vinyt N No

69 119 BOOTH ST |c. 1880 Residential Rasidential Victorian 2.5 3 Wiyt Vinyl c No
Wnght's African Methodist

70 125 BOOTH ST |c. 1880 Episcopal Church Church Church Victorian 15 3 Stucco Wood £ Ne

205 BOOTH ST ituti Commercial

72 107 LOCUST LN |c. 1920 Residential Residential Ci 1 3 Vinyl Vinyl (o] No

73 108 LOCUST LN [c. 1920 Residential Residential ictorian 15 3 Wood ‘Wood c No
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PHOTOGRAPH LIST

The following information pertains to all photographs:

East High Street Residential Historic District
Elkton, Cecil County, Maryland

Robert Powers

June 2011

Powers and Company, Inc.

Photograph # Description of Photograph

1 111-115 East High Street, view north

2 East High Street, view east from Groome Lane

3 Providence Methodist Episcopal Church, 157 East High Street, view northwest
< East High Street, view east from South Street

b East High Street, view west from Booth Street

6 109 Locust Lane, view west

7 Booth Street, view north from East High Street

8 Wright's AME Church, 125 Booth Street, view southwest
9 Booth Street, view south from Bethel Street

10 115-117 Bethel Street, view northwest

11 Bethel Street, view east from Milburn Street

12 Milburn Street, view south from Bethel Street

13 Milburn Street, view north from East High Street

14 111-113 Milburn Street, view northwest

15 112 Milburn Street, view northeast

16 Clinton Street, view east from Milburn Street

17 Collins Avenue, view north from East High Street

18 East High Street, view west from Church Street
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{ g‘é The town of Elkton was incorporated and designated the seat of
Cecil County, Maryland, in 1787, Elkton's growth and development from the
earliest patent in the 17th century through the twentieth can largely be
attributed to its location at the juncture of the headwaters of the Chesapeake
Bay and overland travel routes, including the original Post Road between
Philadelphia and Baltimore. An important commercial and industrial center
in its early years, Elkton suffered a decline in prosperity in the mid-19th
century, but the coming of new industries circa 1880-1900 again spurred the town's

development.

The history of Elkton's development is amply reflected in its
architecture, although a series of fires beginning in 1838 and recent re-
development have affected the survival of historic structures, Surviving resources
are broadly separated by recent or substantially altered structures; it is for
this reason that a determination of National Register eligibility as a multiple
resource area is being sought. In its present form, Elkton exhibits a variety
of styles, types, and levels of architecture clearly representing aspects
of its long and various history, including a civic and camercial district, three
areas of working-class housing and a neighborhood of fashionable hames of more
affluent residents, and a number of individual sites representing different
architectural forms and historic periods.

BOUNDARIES
The boundaries of Elkton multiple resource area are very similar to the
corporate boundaries of the town as shown in Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson's

1877 Atlas of Cecil County, The area is bounded on the east and south by Big

Elk Creek, an the north by the Conrail Tracks, and on the west by landing Lane.
Within the area are five smaller cchesive historic districts, including the Cammer-
cial district, the East, North, West, and East High Street Residential
Districts, and interspersed among these are several individual sites worthy of
listing in the National Register.

CO-MERCIAL DISTRICT

The Commercial District comprises a number of architecturally-related
structures dating fram the second half of the 19th century through the first
quarter of the 20th, located on both sides of North Street between Main and
High Streets and on both sides of Main Street from Bridge Street to Groame Lane.

The Clayton Building or Odd Fellows Lodge (1857) (1) stands at 114-118
North Street, a three-story gable-front brick building embodying features of the
Romanesque Revival and Italianate styles, Above the first story, the facade
is divided into five recessed bays holding tall, round-arched openings on the
second story and arched 6/6 sash above, terminating in an elaborate arched
corbel table under the bracketed eaves. The Elkton Police Department head-
quarters, (2) just south of the Clayton Building, is a massive two-story three—
bay brick structure with a central tower suggesting the Italianate style. The
Whig Building (1841, rebuilt 1882) (3) at 125 North Street, is a two-story,
two-bay brick building representing a combination of mid to late 19th century
architectural fashions, The Cecil County Banking and Trust Company, (4) 121
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North Street, is an early 20th century Neoclassical building with a granite-
block facade. The remaining structures on North Street are' brick vernacular
commercial buildings of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. (5)

The three-story stuccoed Howard Hotel (6) at the northwest corner
of North and Main Streets provides an important visual anchor with its two-
story porch and seven-bay facade. For a block's distance east and west of the
hotel, Main Street is lined on both sides with two or three story commercial
buildings, usually of brick, dating from the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
which convey a feeling of "downtown" characteristic of small towns throughout
the region. (7) (8)

West of Bow Street, the south side of Main Street is lined with a
group of adjoining two and three story 18th and 19th century buildings. Formerly
houses, several are now partially modernized and converted to cammercial use.

154 West Main Street (8) is one of the earliest; it has beaded siding and still
reflects its original character. Just west of this group are several detached
mid and late 19th century residences; several of these are also converted to
cammercial use, such as 158 West Main Street (9), a mid-century hipped roofed
house reflecting Greek Revival and Italian influence. At the corner of Main

and Bridge Streets, the western boundary of this district, is a group of adjoining
late 19th century brick buildings, including a three-story row house (10) and
three story cammercial block. (11) -

The north side of this section of Main Street differs from the south
side in that it contains a series of large, detached structures of varying types
and periods, set back from the street. The Chevron gas station (12) on the
northwest corner of Main and Bow Streets was erected circa 1935 as a Pure 0il
Campany station; its picturesque cottage form is typical of the "Damestic"
style which characterized gas station architecture from the mid-twenties through
the 1930's. Just west of this building is Partridge Hill, (13) 129 West Main
Street, a fine, well preserved brick house of 1768 with many of its original
interior features. It was built by Colonel Henry Hollingsworth, who was
Quartermaster and Camnissary of the Eastern Shore during the Revolutionary War.

The Colonial Revival House at 135 West Main (14), a brick, gambrel
roofed house with a date of 1885 in its north gable, is an early building in
this style and still retains many of its original decorative details. The two-
story, hip roofed Elkton Post Office at 137 West Main was built in 1939 of
Port Deposit granite. The size height, scale, and design of this simplified
Federal Revival style building contribute to the quality of the streetscape
in the area. At the western end of the block, at the northeast corner of Main
and Bridge Streets, is the First National Bank Building (15), 139 West Main, a
tall, three-story Federal style brick building originally a residence. Its
unusual four bay wide, asymmetrical fenestration and original appearance are
still clearly visible despite a modern balcony and two-story portico. It also
has a curved projecting bay on its northwest corner, a feature typical of
Federal and Neo—classical design but not frequently seen.
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EAST RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT

The East Residential District contains buildings fronting on the
north side of East Main Street from Groame Lane to the north branch of Big
Elk Creek. On the south side of Main Street, it extends from South Street
to a short distance west of the branch, It also contains part of locust lLane
and Church Street, north of Main Street,

In addition, it includes the area south of Main Street bounded on
the west by South Street, on the south by Howard Street, and along the east
side of Delaware Avenue to the creek,

The East Residential District is the largest in size of the four
residential districts, and is the richest and most varied in its architecture,
It contains well preserved buildings from the 18th century to the 20th century,
of varying sizes, ages, levels of camplexity, and architectural styles. Buildings
reflecting aliost every architectural fashion during this period blend easily
and comfortably, providing a sense of cohesiveness, continuity, gradual change
and evolution (16, 17, 18, 19). There are only a few recent houses, which are
small and in traditional design, blending uncbtrusively with the older buildings,
Many of the district's houses are unified by similar settings of shady yards, tree
lined streets, front porches, and in many places, old brick sidewalks (20, 21).

Although there are a number of buildings dating from the late 18th
and early 19th century concentrated on the western end of East Main Street within
the district, the overall character of the district is daminated by the large
and substantial houses built on East Main Street in the late 19th century,
(22) a time of camercial prosperity and growth in Elkton. East Main Street
can be characterized as Elkton's most fashionable and affluent neighborhood,
with the area to its south along Delaware Avenue, South and Howard Streets
containing smaller, less elaborate workers’ homes like those in the other three
residential districts.

The western end of Main Street within the district (23) contains a
few late 18th and early 19th century buildings, including the Mitchell House,
(24) listed on the National Register of Historic Places, These are often of
brick, two stories high, three bays wide, and set close to the street (25).
The Hermitage, another early residence, is located further east, off Main Street
(26) . Further east on Main Street, are a number of mid-19th century houses
reflecting Greek Revival and Italian Villa influence (18, 27). These are usually
2 or 2 1/2 stories, three bays wide, and severe and cubical in form with hipped
roofs, Several of these are ornamented with unusually elaborate cast
iron porches as at 220 (28) and 222 (29) East Main Street.

Several other houses along Main Street reflect the Gothic Revival
influence of the mid-19th century (16), with center cross gables, porches,
scrollwork brackets, bargeboards and finials., Several hames reflect the
architectural fashions of the years following the Civil War, the Italianate
and Second Erpire, either constructed in these styles or altered with mansard
roofs, bracketed cornices, and projecting three-sided bays, as at 257 East
Main Street (30), 157 East Main Street (31) is a parucularly good exanple
of the Italianate, retaining its mansard roof, quoins, window hoods, bracketed
cornice, panelled doors, and long windows, and stucco scored to simulate
ashlar,
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The buildings which perhaps dominate East Main Street are the
large hames _ built from the 1880's to the early decades of the 20th
century, the time of Elkton's camercial expansion, These houses
provide excellent examples of several architectural movements of the period,
Collectively and also within individual buildings, the eclecticism of the
period is clearly reflected.

250 East Main Street (32) features an excellent Stick Style two-story
porch on an asymmetrically camposed, many gabled Queen Anne house with patterned
shingles, the suggestion of medieval overhangs and half-timbering, and many
chimneys. A rear wing, however, contains Colonial Revival decoration in its
two-story closed-in porch. Next to this, at 252 East Main (33) is another Queen
Anne house with similar features and decorative details.

254 East Main (34) combines Queen Anne, Shingle Style, and Colonial
Revival elements in a unified design, with a shingled exterior, large porch,
interesting sequence of roof lines, and the free interpretation of architectural
motifs in the dormer and the recessed window in the front gable. 235 East Main
(35) is a Colonial Revival house with a hipped roof main block, sheathed with
both shingles and clapboards, and retaining its Colonial Revival decorative
detailing. The asymmetrical camposition, and the octagonal tower on the
southwest corner, however, show the influence of the Queen Anne rather than
adherence to principles of classical design.

An unusual house at 242 East Main Street (36), is basically Colonial
Revival with a Dutch flavor carbinéd with the influence of the Shingle Style and
the bungalow mode. The curved front gable and the treatment of the interrupted
east gable chimney with patterned brickork are interesting features. The
district also includes same good small early 20th century bungalows on the west
side of locust Lane, north of East Main Street.

To the south of Main Street, along the east side of South Street, north
side of Howard, and both sides of Delaware Avenue, (Md. Rt. 28l) is a small area
of smaller, less elaborate 19th century houses. Many of these were built to
house local workers and are similar to those described in the other three Elkton
residential districts, Several two story frame buildings with gable end facades
and one story porches are located on the east side of Delaware Avenue (37).

Along Howard and South Streets are a number of identical two and three story,
gable roofed, duplex houses with roof ridge aligned parallel to the street (38),

The district also contains two churches, both good examples of different
phases of 19th century Gothic design. The 1859 Elkton Methodist Church (39) of
monochromatic brownstone, is in a simple, traditional ecclesiastical form with
a central shingled square tower, and imitative and superficial Gothic motifs.
It is typical mid-century Gothic Revival churches built in many Maryland towns.
The Presbyterian Church, (40) originally built in 1833 and enlarged to its
present form in 1873 is red brick. Its contrasting stone trim, tower and
entrance to cne side, large central window, increased freedom in the design
and in the use of Gothic elements, and increased solidity and sense of massive-
ness all reflect developments in architectural design in the Victorian Gothic
of the 1870's, o '
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NORTH AND WEST RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS

The North Residential District, camprising those buildings on the
east side of North Street, north of Railrovad Avenue, and on both sides of
Stockton Street, east of North Street, reflects the housing boam which
accampanied the influx of new industries into Elkton in the last quarter of the
19th century. These buildings typify workers' housing of the period (41); predom-
inantly 2 1/2 story, three bay frame houses with gable fronts or central cross-
gables, and with one-story porches spanning the facades. Several of these
buildings are duplexes, All are located on small lots, spac:ed close to each
other and to the street. Alterations are for the most part minor and reversible,
and do not obscure the essential form of these buildings. .

The West Residential District also exemplifies workers' housing of the
late 19th and early 20th centuries. The houses in this district are generally
samewhat larger and more stylish than those in the North, and occupy larger, tree-
shaded lots. Several brick buildings appear here, although most are of frame
construction. Decorative features typical of the period are evident, such as
the sawn vergeboard trim of 217 West Main Street (42) and the stickwork detziling
of 222 and 224 Viest High Street. There have been few alterations or intrusions
in the West Residential District, which includes buildings on both sides of
West Main Street between Maffit and Blue Ball Streets, the east side of Blue
Ball Street between West Main and the Conrail Tracks, both sides of West High
Streect between Blue Ball and Maffit Streets, and both sides of Maffit Street
between West ligh and West Main Streets. s

EAST HIGH STREET RESIDENTIAL pIsTRicr (' F — \'53\

The East High Street Residential District, comprising the houses
on both sides of High Street between North Street and Landing Lane, on both sides
of Collins Avenue, Millburn Street, Clinton Street and Bethel Street, and on the
west side of Boothe Street, is signficant as a commmity of industrial housing
representing the various periods of Elkton's prosperity during the 19th century.
While several late 19th century houses similar to those in the North and West
residential districts are scattered throughout the neighborhood, the predaminant
form appears to date from Elkton's ascendancy as a cammercial and industrial
center around mid-century. These are simple two or three story, gable-roofed
frame houses, 3 or 4 bays wide, mostly duplexes, arranged in rows very close
to the street. (43, 44) Many retain their original 6/6 sash and clapboard
siding; such alterations as have been made to houses within the district are
reversible and limited to more recent forms of sash and siding which do not com-
pranise the form and character of these structures.

Tvwo very plain, vernacular Gothic thurches are located within the district;
both are stuccoed, gable-front structures, three bays wide by four bays deep,
with peaked windows, The entrances are centered in the facades, with circular
windows above. These buildings are typical of late 19th century churches serving
black congregations. (45, 46)
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INDIVIDUAL SITES

The following individual structures are also included in the Elkton
Multiple Resource Area:

The Cecil County Sheriff's Office (47) on North Street, a long, narrow building
with a pedimented gable end facade, is built in two sections. A brick Italianate
front section, three bays wide with paired segmentally arched windows and an
elaborate doorway, is connected to the rear stone portion and unified under a
long gable roof and continuous bracketed cornice.

Hollingsworth Tavern (48) 205-207 West Main Street, is a mid-18th century brick
tavern with inmportant associations with Elkton's history as a strategic point

on travel and military routes. Similar in form to Partridge Hill, its original
appearance and details such as its keystone lintels are still clearly visible
despite the modernization of its front doorway.

Brick House (49) 200 West Main Street, is a good example of the typieal town
houses of the late 18th-early 19th century in Elkton; few of these remain intact
and unaltered in Elkton.

Trinity Episcopal Church (50) Northwest corner of West Main Street and Bridge
Street, i1s a carefully designed Victorian Gothic church which is in excellent
condition and very well preserved. It features a polychromatic combination of
dark stone and contrasting red brickwork which is used in horizontal bands and
as trim around openings. It also has a striking bell-tower, buttresses, original
large door hinges, stained glass, tiles, and slate roof. To the rear is a small
hipped roof brick and stone parish house of similar design (51).

SIGNIFICANCE

Elkton's advantageous location at the juncture of major transportation
corridors was instrumental in its achievement of significance in the military,
commercial, and industrial history of the region.

Elkton figures prominently in the military history of the nation. It
served as a key point of embarcation during the Revolutionary War: in 1777 the
British General Howe landed his armies here en route to Philadelphia; it was
this maneuver which doomed General Burgoyne at Saratoga. In March, 1781,
Lafayette embarked from Elkton with troops bound for Annapolis, and in September
of the same year, Washington also erbarked from Elkton to inaugurate the climactic
Yorktown campaign. Elkton retained its strategic importance during the War of
1812, when British marines under Admiral Cockburn mounted an unsuccessful attack
on the town, '

Elkton preceded Baltimore in the development of the flour-packing
industry and was hailed in 1807 as an important wheat market, with trade at that
time having attained a level of 250,000 bushels per year. After the War of 1812,
packet lines continued to run between Elkton and Baltimore, and the New Castle
Frenchtown Railroad (1832) increased Elkton's importance as a transportation center.
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Numerous mills were established on the Elk River, evidenced by surviving mill-
races (52), and the town thrived. Prosperity waned in Subsequent years

until the post-Civil War period, when new industries including pulp mills, machine
shops, fertilizer plants and canneries came to the town, stimulating housing
construction as reflected in the late 19th century residential districts.

Elkton's history and development are clearly reflected in the five
districts and four individual structures within the Multiple Resource Area. The
town is architecturally significant in possessing a large and varied collection
of well-preserved structures representing changing fashions in residential,
camercial and ecclesiastical architecture from the mid-eighteenth to early
twentieth centuries, with an especially fine concentration of houses, churches,
and comercial buildings dating from the latter half of the nineteenth century.

Peter E. Kurtze and Peggy Bruns Weissman
Maryland Historical Trust

21 State Circle - Shaw House

Annapolis, Maryland (301) 269-2438
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