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The Chesapeake and Delaware Canal from Mi le 0 at Reedy Point, DE, to Mi le 14 west of 

Chesapeake City, HD has been significantly altered from its original nineteenth century 

construction. Construction began in 1804 under supervision of Benjamin Henry Latrobe and was 

·.npleted in 1829 connecting Chesapeake City to Delaware City for a length of approximately 

. .,,.6 mi Les. The original structure measured 10' x 36 1 and included four locks. Twentieth 

century expansions beginning in 1922 repeatedly widened and deepened the structure. The 

current measurements of the canal are 35' X 450 1
, a result of the expansion of 1954. The 

four locks are no longer functional, the canal has been converted into a sea level channel. 

Due to the amount of physical alteration to the canal, this office concurred that the 

Chesapeake & Delaware Canal is not eligible for the National Register. 
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Mr. Michael Swanda 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Philadelphia District 
Wanamaker Building 
100 Penn Square East 
Philadelphia, PA 19107-3390 

Dear Mr. Swanda: 

RE: Determination of Eligibility 
Chesapeake and Delaware Canal 

On 22 July 1994, the Trust received the determination of 
eligibility report (draft copy) on the Chesapeake and Delaware 
Canal (C & D Canal). Cultural Heritage Research Services Inc. 
(CHRS) prepared the draft report under contract to the Corps of 
Engineers (COE). 

The report presents concise documentation on the history of the 
canal, methodology and conclusions. CHRS has determined that the 
c & D Canal is not eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places due to a lack of integrity. The original nineteenth century 
canal measured 10' X 36' until 1922 and included four locks. The 
current structure measures 35' X 450', a result of successive 
expansions in the twentieth century with the last beginning in 
1954. These alterations have converted the canal into a sea level 
channel. The Trust concurs that the canal has undergone tremendous 
amount of change which has "obliterated the physical evidence of 
historical continuity," and that the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal 
is not eligible for the National Register. 

Associated features of the canal are the bridges which cross the 
canal. Five bridges were included the evaluation of the Canal, only 
one is located in Maryland: the Chesapeake City Bridge. 
Constructed in 1948, this office concurs that the bridge does not 
met the 50 years standard of the National Register and is not 
eligible for the Register as this time. However, this office 
encourages the COE to evaluate the bridge in further detail once it 
reaches the fifty year mark. Identification and evaluation of the 
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bridge should include the submittal of a completed Maryland 
Invoentory of Historic Properties Form. Its significance should be 
considered within a historic context for bridges as well as its 
association with the Canal. 

With the results of this report, the only Maryland properties 
historically associated with the C & D Canal which .retain their 
significance are the Pump House and the South Chesapeake City 
Historic District. Under ownership by the COE, the Pump ·House is 
a National Historic Landmark. Outside the jurisdiction of the COE, 
South Chesapeake City Historic District was listed in 1974. 

This off ice has some comments on the draft report which we request 
that the consultant address. We look forward to receiving a final 
copy when available. Please address the following: 

+ please label the plates in Appendix B; 

+ on page 19, the text references Table 2, the report does not 
include Table 2; 

+ several current photographs (color photocopies or real 
photographs) of the Canal would be helpful; labelled 
photographs of the Chesapeake City Bridge should be included. 

The Trust appreciates the COE's efforts to identify and evaluate 
the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal. Should you have any questions, 
please feel free to call Ms. Lauren Bowlin at (410) 514-7637. 

JEF/LLB 
9401960 
cc: Ms. Faye L. Stockum 

Sincerely, 

rAr fa.__ ~~~ 
~~ Ellen Freese 

Administrator 
Project Review and Compliance 

Dr. Terrence w. Epperson 
Dr. R. Christopher Goodwin 
Ms. Jayne M. Foard 
Ms. Audrey Edwards 
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