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Complete if the property is a contributing or non-contributing resource to a NR district/property: 

Name of the District/Property: 

Lnventory Number: Eligible: yes Listed: yes 

.e visit by MHT Staff yes X no Name: Date: 

Description of Property and Justification: (Please attach map and photo) 

The Bromley House at 80 Chesapeake View Road is located on a small knoll with two other modem residences clustered on the 
west side of what was once a farm lane. The road currently ends next to the Bromley House with a loop, although it formerly 
extended to the south across the railroad tracks. On the west side of the lane is a barn that is separated visually by a tree line. The 
buildings are currently at the heart of the Furnace Bay Golf Course, constructed circa 2000, with fairways crossing just in front of 
the house. The current house lot is also defined by Chesapeake View Road (east of the house) and a line equally distant from either 
of the modern houses on the north and west sides of the house. The house lot contains a large, wood-frame garage appended to a 
small brick and stone outbuilding, possibly used a former meat house. Dr. R.E. Bromwell constructed the Bromley House circa 
1875 on a 224-acre farm . After Bromwell died, the farm became the Friendship Dairy Farm and was owned and run by the 
Rowland family. 

NHRP Evaluation: Not Eligible 
The property no longer represents of an agricultural property from the nineteenth or twentieth century. Additionally, the 
installation of vinyl siding, vinyl cladding under the eaves, and the replacement vinyl windows compromises the integrity of the 
design, materials, and workmanship of the house. Research in Johnson 's History of Cecil County and Blumgart's Head of the Bay 
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indicate no association between the residence and persons of historic significance. 
Although the Friendship Dairy Farm likely sold its products to these nearby urban markets and perhaps used a local cannery 
similar to the Elk Creek Dolfinger Creamery. The current house, barn and shed on the property have little resemblance to an early 
20th century dairy farm. The property is adjacent to low-density suburban development and a golf course. The Bromwell house is 
not eligible for NRHP consideration under Criteria A and B due to the property's lack of integrity of setting, feeling, and 
association. The house is not eligible under Criterion C for architecture due to the vinyl siding and windows that compromise the 
house 's integrity of design, materials and workmanship. 
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1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic Bromwell House 

other Rowland House 

2. Location 

street and number 80 Chesapeake View Road 

city, town Perryville 

county Cecil 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Howard and Beverlee Neff 

street and number PO Box 768 

city, town Perryville state MD 

4. Location of Legal Description 

Inventory No. CE-1564 

not for publication 

vicinity 

telephone (410) 392-5346 

zip code 2 192 1 

courthouse , registry of deeds, etc. Cecil County Circuit Courthouse liber 00200 folio 00 I 04 

city, town Elkton tax map 35 tax parcel 143 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HABS/HAER 
___ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
___ Other: ___________ _ 

6. Classification 

Category 
__ district 
_ X_building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
__ public 

_X_private 
__ both 

Current Function 
__ agriculture __ landscape 
__ commerce/trade __ recreation/culture 
__ defense 
_X_domestic 
__ education 
__ funerary 
__ government 
__ health care 
__ industry 

__ religion 
__ social 
__ transportation 
__ work in progress 
__ unknown 
__ vacanUnot in use 
__ other: 

tax ID number 0807009135 

Resource Count 
Contributing Noncontributing 

2 buildings 
sites ----

---- structures 
____ objects 

2 Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 

0 



7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
_good 

lL_fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
altered 
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Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

Summary 

• 
The Bromwell House at 80 Chesapeake View Road is located on a small knoll with two other modem residences 
clustered on the west side of what was once a farm lane. The road currently ends next to the Bromwell House with a 
loop, although it formerly extended to the south across the railroad tracks. On the west side of the lane is a barn that is 
separated visually by a tree line. The buildings are currently at the heart of the Furnace Bay Golf Course with 
fairways crossing just in front of the house. The current house lot is defined by the trees along the fairway in the front 
(south) of the house, the Chesapeake View Road (east of the house) and a line equidistant from either of the modem 
houses on the north and west sides of the house. The house lot contains a modem, wood-frame garage appended to a 
small brick and stone outbuilding, possibly once used as a meat house. 

Residence 
The Bromwell House is two-and-one-half-stories with a two-story rear ell 1• The T-shaped building is sited on a knot I 
and faces south towards the Chesapeake Bay. The residence rests on a rubble stone basement. The wood-frame walls 
are clad with vinyl siding. The main block is three bays wide and one-bay deep. The side gable roof is sheathed with 
asphalt shingles. 

The symmetrical front (south) elevation has a central main entrance accessed by a small projecting porch consisting 
a stoop with overhead gable roof supported by heavy squared posts ornamented with simple wood brackets. The 
windows are one-over-one-lights, double-hung, wood-sash units. The roof features a central, front gabled wall 
dormer; wide, vinyl-clad eaves; and a central brick chimney. The right (east) side elevation features single, centrally 
placed one-over-one-light, double-hung, wood-sash window on each floor under the gable and a three-over-three 
fixed light window in the foundation and an exterior entrance to the basement. 

The east elevation also contains an end bay of a projecting shed roof porch that runs the length of the rear el I and 
addition on the east side. The porch rests on concrete piers. A one-story addition projects off the east wall of the two
story rear ell. This addition is fronted by the shed roof porch, and extends beyond the rear wall of the two-story rear 
ell. The fenestration of this addition includes 2 entry doors and a pair of high rectangular single pane units next to the 
door closest to the rear. Square posts support the porch roof and two wooden steps access the porch floor. The east 
addition to the rear ell appears to have a flat roof. The second floor elevation of the rear ell contains a door that leads 
to the flat roof. Two one-over-one vinyl frame windows flank this door and a brick chimneystack pierces the roof 
edge at the end comer (Attachment 2 Figure I). 

The two-story rear ell rests on a rubble stone foundation (Attachment 2, Figures 3 and 4). The wood-frame, vinyl-clad 
walls have one-light-over-one-light, vinyl-sash windows. Its gable roof is sheathed with asphalt shingles. Two simple 
brick chimneys, one at the gable end and one at the northeast comer penetrate the roof. The addition mentioned above 
that runs along the east elevation of the rear ell contains paired six-over-six faux light vinyl windows. An off-center 
one-over-one light window is located on the rear elevation of the ell. The ends of the core house 's north or rear 
elevation are visible from this vantage point. The west side of the north elevation contains first and second floor one-

1 Architectural historians were advised by MTA to conduct surveys of the hi storic properties from the public right-of-ways or 
through the use of aerial photographs. As a result, a property survey may not include architectural descriptions of all elevations. 
Also, architectural historians were not allowed interior access to the properties, unless otherwise noted. 
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over-one vinyl sash windows and the east end of the core's north elevation contain one one-over-one light vinyl sash 
window (Attachment 2, Figures 3 and 4). 

The west elevation of the core house and the rear ell evidence an evenly spaced fenestration pattern (Attachment 2, 
Figure 4). The rear ell and core buildings' foundation is not covered in this area, suggesting a deck may have existed 
in this space. The rear ell ' s west elevation contains a first floor door and window, and two windows on the second 
floor. The exposed west end of the core building' s north (rear) elevation contains two one-over-one windows similar 
to the windows in the gable ends of the core building. 

Outbuilding 
The small , one-bay- by-one-bay, one-story, outbuilding has a front gable roof sheathed with asphalt shingles. The 
front wall is brick while the other walls are rubble stone. A wood door with strap hinges on the front (east) fa<;:ade 
(Attachment 2, Figure 2) provides access to the building. 

Garage 
Appended to the rear of the outbuilding is a circa 1990 wood-frame, two-car garage with front gable sheathed with 
asphalt shingles. The walls are clad with plywood. The front (east) far;:ade features an off-center one-car garage door 
opening. The south elevation has a single-leaf door. 
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Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 

x 1800-1899 
1900-1999 
2000-
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Areas of Significance 
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X architecture 
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commerce 
communications 

_ community planning 
conservation 

ca. 1875 

Construction dates ca. 1875 

Evaluation for: 

-~X~- National Register 
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Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainment/ 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture _ religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect/Builder 

-~X~_Maryland Register ____ not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of 
the history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

Summary 
The Bromwell House was constructed circa 1875 on a 224-acre farm by Dr. R.E. Bromwell. The farmland was 
converted into a golf course in 2000. The house has been covered with vinyl siding and vinyl windows have been 
installed. Although associated with market farming in Cecil county, supplying the nearby growing urban areas of 
Philadelphia and Baltimore with fresh produce and dairy, the alterations to the house, garage and changes to the 
historic setting compromises the historic integrity of the property and it is not eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP). 

History 
The area of the Bromwell House is now located on the Furnace Bay Golf Course. The property was part of the land 
owned by Levi H. Evans, and later by his daughter and son-in-law, Josephine and Robert Bromwell. The 1877 Lake, 
Griffing, and Stevenson Atlas indicate a Dr. R.E. Bromwell living on the then 224-acre property. Mr. Bromwell likely 
built the cross-gabled farmhouse in the 1870s. Following Robert Bromwell ' s death in 1906, the property became part 
of a dairy farm owned by Edwin and Alice Rowland, and later their son Frank Rowland (Cecil County News 1906). 
The farm was known as "Friendship Dairy Farm" (Cecil County Land Records Liber CK 4 f. 208, Liber CSP I f. 539, 
and Liber HWL 16 f. 454; Cecil County Historical Society, n.d.). The property took its name from a tract patented by 
Nathaniel Chew in 1801 as "Friendship" (CCCC MSA S l I 94-333). The Rowland's dairy farm was located on the 
eastern half of the 452-acre tract. The western part of that tract was part of the farm at Lindenwood (CE-700). 
Agricultural production in early 20111 century Cecil County was linked to local produce markets in Baltimore and 
Philadelphia. Milk, eggs and other fresh food items were the typical emphasis on farms located close to large and 
growing urban areas. In Cecil County, a small canning industry developed based on local tomato and com production. 
Horse drawn wagons carried the produce to markets or the local cannery -- small facilities located relatively close 
together and operated only a few months each year.2 

A reflection of this market farming in Cecil County is the Dolfinger Creamery (Little Elk Creek Historic District CE-
1296). With improved roads and ready access to urban markets, creameries provided the processing of milk, including 
pasteurization, and separating cream from skim milk and making buttermilk through a reverse fat-in-water emulsion 

2 Blumgart. p. 118. 
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process. Although Louis Pasteur developed pasteurization in 1862, it was not until the 1890s that it began to be used 
in America, due to the acceptance of germ theory, which credited certain disease being spread through raw milk. 

Although the Friendship Dairy Farm likely so ld its products to these nearby urban markets and perhaps used a local 
cannery similar to the Elk Creek Dolfinger Creamery. The current house, barn and shed on the property have little 
resemblance to an early 20th century dairy farm. The property is adjacent to low-density suburban development and a 
golf course. The Bromwell house is not e ligible for NRHP consideration under Criteria A and B due to the property ' s 
lack of integrity of setting, feeling, and association. The house is not e ligible under Criterion C for architecture due to 
the installation of modern vinyl siding and windows that compromise the building's integrity of design, materials and 
workmanship. 

NHRP Evaluation: Not Eligible 
The residence at 80 Chesapeake View Road is typical in massing and form of a late nineteenth century side gable 
farmhouse. The residence lacks notable architectural features that denote a particular style, and does not appear to be 
an important example of a building type or method of construction. With the transformation of the property into a golf 
course, it is not representative of an agricultural property from the nineteenth or twentieth century. Additionally, the 
installation of vinyl siding, vinyl cladding under the eaves, and the replacement vinyl windows compromises the 
integrity of the design, materials, and workmanship of the house. Research in Johnson ' s History of Cecil County and 
Blumgart's Head of the Bay indicate no association between the residence and persons of historic significance. The 
property does not appear to have any research potential. Consequently, URS has determined that the Bromwell House 
is not eligible fo r inclusion in the NRHP under Criterion A, B, C, or D. 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 
Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name 

0.25 acre 
224 acres 
Havre de Grace Quadrangle scale: _,_1 =:2'--'-4=0-"-'00"------

Verbal boundary description and justification 

As the house is situated in the middle of a golf course, the current house lot is visually defined by the trees along the fairway in 
front (south) of the house, the Chesapeake View Road east of the house , and a line equidistant from both of the modem houses on 
the north and west sides of the house. 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Brian Cleven I Sr. Architectural Historian; Sarah Michailof I Cultural Resources Specialist 

URS Corporation; Staughan Environmental Inc. date January 2014 

12420 Milestone Center, Ste ISO; 10245 Old Columbia telephone 301.820.3000; 301.362.9200 

Germantown: Columbia state MD 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland 
Legislature to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41 , Section 181 KA, 
197 4 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
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100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
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