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The Mank Property consists of a circa-1958 one-story masonry dwelling; a circa- 1958 one-story masonry garage; a circa-1958 one
story frame agricultural outbuilding; and a circa-1958 one-story frame shed on a 77-acre lot (Map 0037, Grid 0021, Parcel 0018) . 
The property is located on the west side of Oldfield Point Road, approximately 1,000 feet south of the intersection of Oldfield 
Point Road and Gina Lane, in the vicinity of Elkton , Cecil County, Maryland. The dwelling is located in the southeast corner of the 
lot and faces east toward Oldfield Point Road , set back approximately 750 feet from the road. The garage is situated 40 feet north 
of the dwelling. The agricu ltural outbui lding is immediate ly west of the garage and approximately 40 feet northwest of the 
dwelling. The shed is approximate ly 500 feet northeast of the dwelling and located on the north side of a man-made pond on the 
property. Just southeast of the man-made pond is an exposed water access pipe. The 77-acre lot is comprised of dense woodlands 
on the west end and fields on the east end. A creek intersects the property from near the southeast corner to the woodlands in the 
northwest corner. The southeast corner of the property, south of the creek, is a grassy yard interspersed with trees and contains the 
dwelling . Two outbui I dings are situated on the west end of this area. East of the dwelling, the yard is bordered on the north by an 
allee of trees along an asphalt driveway providing vehicu lar access from Oldfield Point Road. Approximately 400 feet northeast of 
the dwelling and just north of the driveway is the circa- 1958 man-made pond, roughly 110 feet in diameter. Oldfield Point Road 
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comprises the east border of the property. A tree-lined field of an adjacent farm borders the property to the south, while dense 
woodlands border the property to the west. A tree line serves as the north border and separates the property from a modern 
residential development of single-family homes. 

Dwelling 
The circa-1958 primary building is a single-family, detached, one-story dwelling of masonry construction. The dwelling is an 
example of vernacular architecture and lacks distinctive stylistic features. It rests on a parged foundation , and the exterior walls are 
clad in stucco. The dwelling has a medium-pitched, side-gable roof covered in asphalt shingles. Typical windows throughout the 
dwelling are two-over-two, wood, double-hung sash with wood surrounds and brick sills; and one-over-one, wood, top-hinged 
stonn windows, except where noted below. An exterior stucco-clad chimney is present on the north elevation. The massing of the 
dwelling is a larger three-bay block on the north half and a slightly shorter, narrower, two-bay block on the south end. Open, 
recessed porches exist on the east (fai;ade) and west elevations. 

The east elevation (fai;ade) is five bays wide (Photograph 1). Bay one (from the south) contains a single window. Bay two is a 
recessed open porch with two infilled windows and a three-light-over-three-panel wood door with a two-light metal storm door and 
wood surrounds in the north wall of the porch. The floor of the porch is poured concrete and is accessible by concrete stairs. The 
ceiling is wood panel. Bay three contains a one-light, wood, fixed picture window flanked by single two-light wood casement 
windows, all with wood surrounds and a brick sill. Bay four is the main entrance bay and contains a two-light-over-four-panel 
wood, door with wood surrounds and a one-light metal storm door. The entrance is accessible by a parged concrete block stoop 
with stairs. Bay five contains a one-light wood casement picture window flanked by two two-over-two, wood, double-hung 
windows with one-over-one, wood, top-hinged storm windows, all with wood surrounds and a brick sill. 

The south elevation contains two bays , each with a single window (Photograph 2). The west bay window does not contain a storm 
window. The basement level has a single two-light wood window in each bay. 

The west elevation is five bays wide. Bay one (from the north) is a recessed open porch with a masonry pier porch support in the 
northwest corner (Photograph 3). The porch bay contains a single window and a three-light-over-three-panel wood door with a two
light metal storm door and wood surrounds. The floor of the porch is poured concrete, and the ceiling is wood panel. Bay two 
contains a double window. The basement level has a metal double cellar door with wood surrounds. Bay three contains a single 
window and a two-light wood basement window. Bay four contains a double window, and bay five contains a single window and 
boarded basement window. 

The north elevation is four bays wide (Photograph 4). The elevation is separated by the exterior chimney, which contains a central, 
cast iron plate reading "AHRENS PA IV l 11 ." Bay I (from the east) contains a single window in the first story and a two-light 
wood window in the basement level. A single window and two-light wood basement window are situated to the west of the 
chimney. The westernmost bay contains the recessed porch, which features a single window. Two louvered metal vents with brick 
sills are located in the gable on either side of the central chimney. 

Garage 
The garage is located approximately 40 feet north of the dwelling (Photograph 5). The one-story masonry building rests on a 
parged foundation and is clad in stucco. The front-gable roof is covered in asphalt shingles. The vehicular entrance is located in the 
east elevation (fai;ade) and contains two modern, 16-panel metal garage doors with wood surrounds (Photograph 5). The south 
elevation contains the primary pedestrian entrance (Photograph 6) . The elevation is two bays , containing one entrance bay with a 
four-light-over-two-panel wood door with wood surrounds in the northern end; and one window bay with a sing le, two-over-two, 
a luminum double-hung sash with a concrete si ll to the south. The west elevation was not accessible. The north e levation contains a 
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single two-over-two, aluminum, double-hung sash with a concrete sill. 

Agricultural Outbuilding 
The agricultural outbuilding is located approximately 40 feet northwest of the dwelling, situated LO feet west from the north 
elevation of the garage (Photograph 7). The one-story frame building rests on a concrete block foundation and is clad in corrugated 
metal. The side-gable roof is clad in corrugated metal. The outbuilding faces south toward the dwelling. A partially demolished 
addition with a shed roof is located on the west elevation. The south elevation (fa<;ade) is seven bays wide (Photograph 7). Bay one 
(from the west) is the shed-roofed addition and contains a boarded window. Bay two is an entrance bay with a vertical wood panel 
Dutch door with wood surrounds and a two-light, hinged wood window with wood surrounds. Bays three, four, and five are 
completely open and are separated by rough-cut wood posts. Bay six contains a two-light, hinged wood window with wood 
surrounds. Bay 7, which serves as the primary entrance bay, includes a one-light, vertical wood panel door with wood surrounds. 
The west elevation is the partially demolished shed roof addition and has no existing west wall. Visible within are the stalls of a 
former hen house and one or two former animal stalls. The north elevation is four bays wide (Photograph 8). Bay one contains a 
set of paired six-light, hinged wood windows with wood surrounds. Bay two contains a central vertical wood panel door with wood 
surrounds. Bay three contains a metal double door with wood surrounds and a one-light wood window with wood smTounds. Bay 
four is the shed-roofed addition with a single wood-framed opening. The east elevation contains a brick and cinder block chimney. 

Shed 
The small shed is approximately 500 feet northeast of the dwelling and on the north side of the man-made pond on the property. 
The one-story, one-room, frame building is supported by wood stilts over a shallow ditch. The front-gable roof and exterior are 
clad in asphalt shingles (Photograph 9). The west elevation (fa<;ade) contains an open doorway. The north elevation has no 
openings. The east and south elevations each contain a one-light, hinged wood window. The interior is visible and contains a wood 
bench in the northwest corner and wood partition wall perpendicular to the north wall. 

Integrity 
The Mank Property maintains integrity of location and setting due the very minimal changes since its circa-1958 construction. The 
dwelling and associated outbuildings retain their integrity of location, as they have not been moved since the time of construction. 
ntegrity of setting is retained through the surrounding fields, tree lines , and location of the creek, which have all comprised the 

property ' s setting since before 1958. The landscape features of the man-made pond and allee remain as designed. 

The dwelling maintains integrity of feeling and association because no major interventions have occurred on the structures, 
landscape features, or farmland. The property maintains integrity of materials and workmanship since most original materials 
remain , including the windows , doors, and storm windows. No obvious changes have occurred to the exterior of the dwelling. The 
property retains a high level of integrity in design, as the design of the dwelling, garage, outbuildings, allee, and pond remain as 
intended. 

Historical Narrative 
The Mank Property contains buildings and a man-made pond constructed ca. 1958; however, the property historically included 
buildings dating to the late nineteenth century (although these earlier buildings no longer remain extant). The property at present
day 776 Oldfield Point Road first appears on a map of Cecil County in 1877, containing a house near the creek titled "Jas. H. 
Barber" (Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson 1877). James H. Barber lived as a farmer in Elkton with his wife and four children as early 
as 1870 (U.S. Bureau of the Census l 870:45). In 1880, James H. Barber had moved to North East, also in Cecil County. Barber is 
listed as incapable of attending to ordinary business or duties on the federal census for that year due to disability, marked as 
"insane" with the label of "mind affected" (U.S. Bureau of the Census 1880:23). By 1881, the farm at 776 Oldfield Point Road had 
been turned over to a trustee. The property was sold to John B. Brickley in 1881, with the deed indicating the role of the trustee 
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was the result of a court case of Partridge (plaintiff) vs. Barber (defendant; Cecil County Deed Book J .A.D. 1 :529). Research 
ielded no further information on that court case. John B. Brickley owned an adjacent lot to the property, as shown in the J 877 

map. The property of 776 Oldfield Point Road was just over 82 acres when sold to John B. Brickley in 1881 (Cecil County Deed 

Book J.A.D. I :529). 

John B. Brickley owned the property until his death in 1890, leaving the property to his wife and two children. The Brickley family 
owned the land until 1904, when it was sold to William F. Stanley for $2,550 (Cecil County Deed Book M.D. 2:233) . In the 1910 
federal census, Stanley is listed as a farmer on "Gendal Farm" (U.S. Bureau of the Census 1910:6). The federal census in 1930 has 
a similar label (U.S. Bureau of the Census 1930: 18) . Stanley resided on the farm until it was sold in 193 l to Cleo F. and Jessie E. 
Thomas through a mortgage (Cecil County Deed Book S.R.A. 14:93). By 1938, the Thomas family had defaulted on their 
mortgage to Stanley. The farm was sold at public auction, and William F. Stanley was the highest bidder at $2,000 (Cecil County 
Deed Book W.E.B. 10:85). In the same year, Stanley sold the property to James and Louisa Del Negro. The farm was sold again in 
1950 to John Kolesnick (Cecil County Deed Book W.E.B. I 0:86; R.R.C. 54:3 l). 

The Mank Family 
A 1952 aerial photograph shows a cluster of three structures approximately 1,500 feet west of Oldfield Point Road; a 1955 
topographic map indicates the three structures are a dwelling and two outbuildings (Historicaerials.com, accessed June 2014). The 
land changed hands several times, but based on the similar location of the dwelling to the 1877 map, these may have been the 
original circa-1877 farm buildings. In 1953, John J . Mank and Elizabeth Ruth Mank from New Castle County, Delaware, 
purchased the 82-acre property from John Kolesnick (Cecil County Deed Book R.R.C. 97:447). The Manks constructed a new 
home on the southeast corner of the property, closer to Oldfield Point Road and away from the other structures on site . The older 
structures were demolished by 1970. The Manks constructed a dwelling, garage, and agricultural outbuilding on a grassy yard. 
They created a man-made pond roughly 110 feet in diameter and a 750-foot driveway with an allee of trees leading from Oldfield 
Point Road (Historicaerials.com, accessed June 2014). 

In 1976, John J . and Elizabeth R. Mank sold the property to their son, John J. Mank, Jr. (Cecil County Deed Book W.A.S. 
364:906). John J . Mank, Sr., died in 1978 (U.S. Social Security Administration 1978). The siblings of John J. Mank, Jr., filed a 
awsuit for the land. In 1979, the outcome of that lawsuit required all heirs to have a one-fifth undivided interest in the property. A 

aeed was drawn up to establish the new owners as John J. Mank, Jr.; Ruth Ann McLaren; Elizabeth J. Holden; Margaret J. Hirsch 
(Socorso) ; Mary M. Lister; and Eli zabeth R. Mank, widow of John J . Mank, Sr. (Cecil County Deed Book N .D.S. 45:324). 
Elizabeth R. Mank continued to live at the property until at least 1983 (Ancestry.com, accessed July 2014). The Mank siblings 
sold the property to Raymond Weed, Jr., in 1999 for $400,000 (Cecil County Deed Book W.L.B . 816:42) . After 1999, four lots in 
the northeast corner of the lot, equaling approximately 5 acres , were subdivided for future development (Cecil County DES , 
accessed July 2014). 

Dwelling and Outbuildings 
The house retains integrity, as it has not been much changed since the circa-1958 construction date. There are no distinctive 
stylistic features. There is an iron plate on the exterior chimney that reads "AHRENS PA IV 111." The iron plate indicates the 
chimney was constructed by the Ahrens Chimney Technique, Inc . Company, which started in 1924 in Germany developing 
masonry chimney technology. The company is still the largest manufacturer of chimney components and relining systems in 
Europe. The company has offices in the United States, including a current location in McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania (Ahrens 
Chimney 2008) . The iron plate is likely from this or another Pennsylvania location of Ahrens Chimney Technique, Inc . 

The agricultural outbuilding has been used for a number of functions since the circa-1958 consu·uction date. The east elevation 
contains a brick and concrete chimney, suggesting a workshop area. The west elevation was extended with a shed-roofed addition , 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 

Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: A B c D Considerations: A B c D E F G 

MHT Comments: 

Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date 

Reviewer, National Register Program Date 



NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM 

CE-1571 Mank Property 

Page 5 

which is now almost fully demolished. However, there are visible structures on the east wall that indicate its intended use as a hen 
ouse. Adjacent to the hen house area is one to two animal stalls, which align with the Dutch door for the purpose of feeding the 

animals and ventilation. The rest of the outbuilding is now storage. 

The Manks created a man-made pond on the east end of their property, likely for irrigation and/or recreational purposes. The 
indication of use for recreational purposes is due to the small wood frame shed located immediately adjacent to the pond. The 
structure is supported by wood stilts over a shallow ditch. It has two windows and an open doorframe. The interior contains a wood 
bench in the northwest corner and wood partition wall perpendicular to the north wall. The location and sparse detailing indicate 
this may have been an outhouse and changing room for the recreational use of the pond. 

National Register Evaluation 
The Mank Property, located at 15 Oldfield Point Road in Elkton, Maryland, is not eligible for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places due to a lack of significance. 

The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites, 
buildings , structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design , setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association, and: 

A That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns or our history ; or 
B. That are associated with the lives of significant persons in our past; or 
C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that represent the work of a 
master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may Jack 
individual distinction; or 
D . That have yielded or may be likely to yield information important in history or prehistory. 

The Mank Property is not eligible under Criterion A, as it has not been associated with any event or made a significant contribution 
to broad patterns or history. The lack of farm outbuildings, both currently and historically, is evidence that the Mank Property was 

ever the location of a large farming operation. 

The property is not associated with the lives of significant persons in our past; therefore, the Mank Property is not eligible under 
Criterion B. 

The Mank Property does have a high level of integrity, but lacks the architectural significance to qualify it for li sting in the 
National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C. The dwelling is vernacular and has no distinctive stylistic elements. The 
dwelling is not representative of methods of construction of that period, does not represent the work of a master, and does not 
possess high artistic value. 

The Mank Property was not evaluated under Criterion D as part of the current investigation . 
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CE-1571 2014-06-04 01 I CE-1571 I Mank Property I Cecil I R. Stevenson I 6/4/2014 I East elevation of the dwelling at 776 Oldfield I 1 of9 - -
Point Road, view to the northwest. 

CE-1571 2014-06-04_02 I" I" I" I " I" I West and south elevations of the dwelling, view I 2 of9 
to the northeast. 

CE-1571 2014-06-04 _ 03 I " I " I " I" I" I Recessed porch on the west elevation, view to I 3 of9 
the east. 

CE- 1571 2014-06-04 04 I " I " I " i" I " I North elevation of the dwelling, view to the I 4 of9 
south. 

CE-1571 2014-06-04 05 I " I " I " I " I " I North and east elevations of the garage, view to I 5 of9 
the southwest. Note the east elevation of the 
a ricultural outbuildin on the far ri ht. 

CE-1571 2014-06-04 06 I " I " I " I " " South elevation of the garage, view to the north. 6 of9 
Note the east elevation of the agricultural 
outbuildin on the far left. 

CE-1571 2014-06-04 07 I " I " I " I " I " I South and east elevations of the agricultural 7 of9 
outbuilding, view to the northwest. 

CE-1571 2014-06-04 08 I " I " I " I " I " I North elevation of the agricultural outbuilding, I 8 of9 
view to the south. 

CE-1571 2014-06-04 09 I " I " I " I " I " I South elevation and east elevation of the shed, I 9 of9 
view to the north. Note the man-made lake in 
the foreground. 






































