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Perryville Presbyterian Church 
CE-1574 
Perryville, MD 
1892 
Private 

Capsule Summary 

The Perryville Presbyterian Church was constructed circa 1892, four years after the 

founding of the congregation. The prominent local Stump family was instrumental in financing 

the construction of the church. The building was originally constructed on the present site of the 

Perryville Train Station. When the Station was built from 1904-1905, the church was moved 

approximately one block to its present location at 710 Broad Street. The Stumps purportedly 

donated the land for the second site as well. The church is a fine regional example of the Gothic 

board-and-batten church initially popularized by Richard Upjohn in the 1850s, and adapted for 

use across North America through the second half of the 19th century. The church appears to 

retain a high degree of historic integrity. Although the building was moved, the move occurred 

within the earliest period of the church's existence and was orchestrated and overseen by the 

same group responsible for its initial construction. Therefore, the church is considered to retain 

historic significance and integrity on its present site. It is recommended eligible for the State and 

National Registers of Historic Places under Criterion A for its role in the local history of the 

Presbyterian Church and under Criterion C as a fine example of a Gothic board-and-batten 

church. The Community House located immediately west of the church was constructed during 

the second half of the 20th century. It does not appear to possess historic or architectural 

significance and has been identified as a non-contributing building on the property. 

The earliest Presbyterian congregations in Cecil County were founded as early as 1708, 

formed largely by immigrants of Scottish and Scotch-Irish backgrounds. However, Presbyterian 

churches in Cecil County remained relatively few throughout much of the 18th and 19th centuries. 

After its founding in 1888, the Perryville Presbyterian congregation initially met at Rodgers 



Tavern in Perryville, until the congregation had completed the construction of their church 

building in 1892. The church was originally constructed on the present site of the Perryville 

Train Station. John and Mary Alicia Stump donated the land for the original parcel on which the 

church was built. When the Perryville Station was built from 1904-1905, the church was moved 

to its present location . The Community House does not appear on a 1952 aerial photograph of 

the location, but it does appear in its current L-plan configuration on a 1970 aerial. One article 

indicates that the construction of the building occurred under the direction of Reverend George 

Hipkins, who began as pastor in 1976. 
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Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

Summary 
The Perryville Presbyterian Church property includes two buildings: a circa 1892 Gothic Revival-style board-and-batten church and a 
circa 1960 Community House. The latter is constructed of concrete block parged with stucco; it is located a few yards to the west of 
the church. A cast-iron picket fence defines the eastern edge of the property. 

Perryville Presbyterian Church 
The Perryville Presbyterian Church is an example ofa Gothic Revival board-and-batten church; a type that was first popularized by 
architect Richard Upjohn ( 1802-1878) in the 1850s and which proliferated across North America throughout the second half of the 
19th century. The type emphasized simplicity and austerity. It is typically associated with rural contexts and was often employed by 
congregations of modest financial means. The small scale, boxy form, restrained ornamentation, and Gothic stylistic elements are 
consistent features of the type; however, variations in materials and detailing are found depending on local building traditions. An 
articulated chancel, south porch, and bell cote may be present or absent in this church type, depending on the preference of the 
architect and congregation, and in some cases, denomination. The type was originally conceived for Episcopal churches; however, 
there are also many examples of Presbyterian churches wrought in this style during the last decades of the l 91

h century. 

The Perryville Presbyterian Church faces north. It has a rectangular plan, a con:ipact boxy form, and a steeply pitched roof emblematic 
of the Gothic Revival style (Attachment 2, Figure 1). An enclosed entry porch is located at the north end of the side (east) elevation. 
The church has board-and-batten siding, a granite block foundation, and a tall brick chimney that rises from the lower portion of the 
roof slope to the approximate height of the roof apex. The lower (original) half of the chimney bears vertical striations and a simple 
corbel at the top. The upper portion (added within the first fifteen years of the church ' s construction) has multiple corbels. The roofof 
the church, originally clad in wood shingles (as evidenced in early photographs) is now covered in asphalt shingles. The front far;:ade 
of the church is characterized by a simple and symmetrical arrangement of three lancet windows. The central window is taller than 
those that flank it. All of the lancet apertures contain stained-glass windows with a simple diamond leading pattern. The church does 
not have a bell cote and the front far;:ade is visually defined by the simple verticality of the narrow windows, the steep roof pitch, and 
board-and-batten siding. 

The west elevation of the church contains four bays of paired lancet windows with simple stained glass forming a simple and 
consistent rhythm (Attachment 2, Figure 2). On the east elevation, the front bay contains an enclosed entry porch, which is consistent 
in style and materials with the rest of the building. A large pointed-arch doorway containing three-panel wood double doors is located 
in the center of the porch. The porch has a steeply pitched gable roof, a stone foundation , and is sided in board and batten. 

The rear elevation of the church contains two narrow symmetrically placed pointed-arch doorways containing four-panel wood doors 
(Attachment 2, Figure 3). A relatively understated round rose window is located in the gable field ; it has blue-colored leaded stained 
glass with a quatrefoil design. 

There appear to be few modem alterations to the exterior of the church building. As previously noted, the roof has been clad in asphalt 
shingles. On the rear elevation, a visible scar on the foundation suggests that earlier stairways leading to the pointed-arch doorways 
have been removed. A simple modem wood ramp and stairway have been added to the rear elevation and wraps around to the rear of 
the west elevation. 

Communitv House 
Located only a few yards west of the Church is the Community House. Built circa 1960, the Community House is a two-story L-plan 
building constructed of concrete block parged with stucco on the principal facades and left bare on the secondary elevations 
(Attachment 2, Figure 4). The roof is clad in asphalt shingles. A brick chimney rises from the front roof slope. A pyramidal-roofed 
open bell cote is present on the same roof slope nearer the center of the structure. The building features large metal casement-sash 
windows, some of which appear to have been replaced, with brick sills. The main entry to the building is located on the front (north) 
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fac;:ade at the junction of the two sections of the building. A shed-roofed concrete entry porch with an exterior wall constructed of 
decorative breeze block shelters the entry. A doorway is also located at the second-story level leading onto the roof of the entry porch. 
A large window in the shape ofa cross set within a shall ow recessed panel is located at second-story level on the gable end of the 
western section of the building (Attachment 2, Figure 5). The immediate setting of the building consists ofa small grassy yard. 
Concrete sidewalks lead from the street and the Church to the front and side entries of the building. Benches are located along the 
walkway leading to the front entry. Small hedges are fou nd at the margins of the paths. 
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Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainment/ 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture X religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect/Builder Not known 

Construction dates 1892 (Church); circa 1960 (Community House) 

Evaluation for: 

~X'-'--- National Register -~X~_Maryland Register ____ not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

Significance 
The Perryville Presbyterian Church was constructed circa 1892, four years after the founding of the congregation. The prominent local 
Stump family was instrumental in financing the construction of the church. The building was originally constructed on the present site 
of the Perryville Train Station. When the Station was built from 1904-1905, the church was moved approximately one block to its 
present location at 710 Broad Street. The Stumps purportedly donated the land for the second site as well. The church is a fine 
regional example of the Gothic board-and-batten church initially popularized by Richard Upjohn in the 1850s, and adapted for use 
across North America through the second half of the I 91

h century. The church appears to retain a high degree of historic integrity. 
Although the building was moved, the move occurred within the earliest period of the church ' s existence and was orchestrated and 
overseen by the same group responsible for its initial construction. Therefore, the church is considered to retain historic significance 
and integrity on its present site. It is recommended eligible for the State and National Registers of Historic Places under Criterion A 
for its role in the local history of the Presbyterian Church and under Criterion C as a fine example of a Gothic board-and-batten 
church. The Community House located immediately west of the church was constructed during the second half of the 20th century. It 
does not appear to possess historic or architectural significance and has been identified as a noncontributing building on the property. 

History 
The earliest Presbyterian congregations in Cecil County were founded as early as 1708, formed largely by immigrants of Scottish and 
Scotch-Irish backgrounds. However, Presbyterian churches in Cecil County remained relatively few throughout much of the 18th and 
19th centuries. The Perryville Presbyterian Church congregation was founded in 1888. The Stump family , a lineage that had 
established roots in Perryville as early as circa 1700, was instrumental in the founding of the congregation. The Stumps were large 
landowners in Perryville and neighboring areas, and various members of the family held prominent positions in state and federal 
politics. 

After its founding in 1888, the Perryville Presbyterian congregation initially met at Rodgers Tavern in Perryville, until the 
congregation had completed the construction of their church building in 1892. According to several articles in the Cecil Whig and 
other sources, the church was originally constructed on the present site of the Perryville Train Station between 1888 and 1892. John 
and Mary Alicia Stump donated the land for the original parcel on which the church was built. When the Perryville Station was built 
from 1904-1905, the church was moved approximately one block to its present location at 710 Broad Street. The Stumps purportedly 
donated the land for the second site as well. According to the Images of America series book Perryville, the Pennsylvania Railroad 
purchased the original lot in 1904, and the church was moved to Broad Street; the railroad "also gave the church $1 ,000 toward 
expenses incurred during the move." 

Sanborn Fire Insurance maps of Perryville indicate that the Perryville Presbyterian Church building was not yet standing on its current 
site in 1904, but that it was present there by 1910. The Church in its original location does not appear to be illustrated on Sanborn 
maps. The 1904 map does not include coverage of the south side of Broad Street in the vicinity of what is now Perryville Station. The 
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1904 map does show a building labeled as a "Presbyterian Church" at the corner of Aiken and Ray mere Streets (one block north of the 
church's current location); however, this appears to be an error. On later Sanborn maps, the same building is shown on this site and 
identified as an Episcopal Church. Furthermore, the dimensions of the lot on Aiken Street do not match descriptions of the original 
parcel donated by the Stump family for the construction of the church. 

The General Assembly of Maryland made a record in their Session Laws of 1906 to specifically sanction the 1888 gift the Stump 
family made to the Presbyterian Church by providing a location for the church: 

"To the deed by John Stump and Mary A. Stump, his wife, to the Presbyterian Church of Perryville, of a lot of land situate at 
Perryville, Cecil County, Mwyland, having a front of 64 feet, a depth of 100 feet, a width at the rear of 44 feet, and having been 
conveyed for the purpose of erecting a thereon a house of worship, but which purpose was inadvertently omitted to be stated in the 
deed, which bears the date September 29, 1888, and is recorded in the land records of Cecil County, Maryland, in Liber J.A.D. No. 
15,folio 443, etc. " ( 1906 Session, Vol. 4 79, p. 1163) 

A historic photograph reproduced in a Cecil Whig article is purported to show the church immediately after its construction. The 
photograph indicates that the exterior of the church building has been very little altered since the ti me of its construction , with two 
exceptions. First, the roof was originally clad in wood shingles and is now clad in asphalt; and second, the chimney has been extended 
to approximately double its original length. Another historic photograph shows the church circa 1900 on its original site. In this 
photograph, the chimney is shown with its full current height. Although the interior of the church was not accessed during the 
preparation of this form , a 2009 article that identifies the Perryville Presbyterian Church as one of the top 10 most endangered historic 
sites in Cecil County , mentions the architectural merit of the interior and notes that an original kerosene lantern still hung from the 
ceiling. 

The Community House does not appear on a 1952 aerial photograph of the location, but it does appear in its current L-plan 
configuration on a 1970 aerial. An article in the Cecil Whig indicates that the construction of the building occurred under the direction 
of Reverend George Hipkins, who began as pastor in 1976. Since aerial photographs confirm that the building was standing by 1970, 
Hipkins may have been involved in the construction of the building prior to becoming pastor. 

The Perryville Presbyterian Church is recommended eligible for the State and National Registers of Historic Places under Criterion A 
for its role in the history of the local Presbyterian Church. It is also recommended eligible under Criterion Casa fine example ofa 
late-19'h century Gothic board-and-batten church. The Community House located immediately west of the church was constructed 
during the second halfofthe zoth century. It does not appear to possess historic or architectural significance and has been identified as 
a non-contributing building on the property. 
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Quadrangle name 

0.40 
0.40 
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Quadrangle scale: -=-1:=2_,_4'"""0-=-0-=--0 ____ _ 

The proposed boundary includes the entirety of the 0.40-acre property on which the Perryville Presbyterian Church and 
Community House are located. These parcels, located in Perryville, have an address at 710 Broad Street and include Tax Map 
0801 , Parcel 0053 and Tax Map 0801 , Parcel 0124. 

11. Form Prepared by 
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organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Molly McDonald, Architectural Historian 

AKRF, Inc. date December 31 , 2014 

440 Park A venue South telephone 917.566.0525 

New York, NY 10016 state New York 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41 , Section 181 KA, 
197 4 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Department of Planning 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
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