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[ DESCRIPTION 2
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X EXCELLENT —_DETERIORATED —UNALTERED L ORIGINAL SITE
—GOooD —RUINS LALTERED —MOVED 114 | S —
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

(JE KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
& The Ysasay-Ford/Efcuso is a : _/ﬁ RS u_i_&i%f&m century
oca F T T Ve
\. Geergian plan stuccoed mnkhamc:m-?ﬁom ield Peint, which averle
o “hoyse. W towsarndls “‘"“./ﬁewm
O the Elk Rivarl. The main-facede faces seuth -h&ie—&-&ﬂo—of—ﬁe—baﬁd&q—m

. east Lewest:

3 ,,;gka, m}!éfb S dezf .,
- The main block is m&rﬁa;:stg; nd three hayé mra,-u- A - ﬂurfyz-

Story, TWo-
-alﬂig‘zﬁlf- Brie?u&ﬁuﬂéw lecated on the west end of the kmse&&ﬂ—h——fa—h’:&-

e
byl -bay. A twentieth century frent perch extends acress the entire hmo and is

epen aleng the main bleck and chesed-in aleng the additien. Tha cempestien tiled
reef is of a medium plieh with interked end bwdeks chinneys. The sntire heuse was

stucceed in the early part eof this century; hmn5 the brick underneath the perch —

is expesed in a couple of areas and English boné is evident.

The main(south) facade is compesed of three bays en each fleer with a deer
Flooyg (0rginall W&z a d&'v-’ 1N

cu ntml ba irst
Mw«wT ﬂuﬁ B Gemd v alss s ie
Lleere. e rmdntim—ﬂ ol unceursed [ dtone. Abeve the foundatien iz an

whick, -
English bend watertable with Wthestsst twe bagément windew apunl.nla_, M"{'etain

diamend g%ﬁecﬁ.omd vertical e

their heavy mertise and temen timbers a
1varéhes, abeve the epening en the seuth-

weeden bars. -ﬂ-ra—uv-vhthﬁa
: A s not V;'SI.HI: .
west cermer. The bond fer the rest of the structure had-net—eensean but may
s
possibly be FlawiahAw:Lth glazed headers.

is a plain hal? reund. The main deer has three horizental gansls (new glazed)

me \
The window sash i&@-ovar@)ani the trim

above two nrt.ica}, partially raised panels belew the legk raii. A transem is
lecated abeve tha éeer with its muntins narrew and deep. Thedeor durround ds

s ONE-
widely fluted en the kherizental anmd vertical mehberf‘ and Asqua.re blocks ere—iauns.

in the cerners. The deer alse has a pansled jamb. All the deer and windew

A g
meldings date frem a later p_riaii) pessibly be—frem—the—perivd-areund 1825-184;::"%-
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 2L RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —Law —SCIENCE
—1500-1699 —_AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 ZARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION X MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
X-1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MusiIC —THEATER
X 1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1800- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION -
SPECIFIC DATES 1768 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

i

The Veasdy—Furd;{ousa has had a leng and semelimes tumulteus histerys ; The
péinkt was originally part of St, John's Maner first patented te Jehn Pate eof
Virginia by Ceeil Calvert in 1664. Iam 3675 Captain John Kerr becane the ewnmer,
who in turn seld the land te Geerge Oldfield in 1683, At that time the phiat
was called Welsh's Peint. GOssrge Oldfield was a cenfidant of the noterieus
George Talbet, whe after murdering Christepher: Reusby, was suppesed te have
hiidden en the preperty im 1684. Sometime areund 1700 Qlfgeld neved te
Pennsylwania fer im 1703 a legal decument coucerring herses states his
residende as being in Chester Ceunty, Pemnsylvaina. (Land lecerds Liber 2/359)
The praperty was cenveyed from Ephraim Herman to James Veasey in 1716 ané then
by will te William Veasey in 1753 (lznd Records Liber 2/3€1) William Veasey
married lary Cordenm and in 1768 W44 they bullt themselves a heme on the
preperty. DBetwenn 1777 and 1787 the ececupamcy of the heuse is unclear but
in 1787 John Ferd beught the property fmm Veasey. (Land Recerds Liber 16/180)

Captain Jehn Rerd married Millicent Hylamd in 1770. (Vestry p. 334) Jehn
was 18 years eIf and Millicent was 16. The lMiller Histery eof Cecil County
states that Captain Ferd settlesd across the river frem Ferd's Landing at
Oldfields Point. (Miller p. 41)

In August ef 177Fhe Eritish flest began te disembark treeps at the ferry

landkng mearby.. This marked the beginning eof the campaign te capture Philadelphia.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 14 acres
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[E1FORM PREPARED BY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
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srchitectural Beseription centinued 2
The save npessessesa plain bomed cornise whiek dateg fren this century.

Xeet ¢
The sast facade is without fenestzation m the small attic ventilater
ndow

which used te be windew. A matel {oiu:efb-on the ether side of the baiek chimney
stack has been clesed up. 4 drip ceurse #s—Lfeuné en the gable snd and—4% prebably
snee protectdd a pent eave. The eutstanding detail remaining en the east facade is
the slate datestene with the initials o d n and the date 1768. A tree of life
synbel 1ssues eut of the V and centinues up inte the arched tep. The initials stand
fer William and Mary Vaau?‘) whe prebably build the heass in 1768.

The nerth facade is identical to the ssuth facade, emept%-g’oiﬁb_he secend fleer
central bay-whish—is~a. windew that is lecated lewer than the other twe windews tf:g i
lightg the stairway. The centrally lecated first fleer deer has an arched transem,

’_\fhieh has been clesed up, and a six-panel deer with twe panels new glazed. The let
3lepes we;tmrd on the north aiia)am! expoa.v the nerthwest basement windew.

The Aatory-and-a-ha}f brick additien ie lecated en the west gable end ané has
seen radical change. The structure rests en a fisldstene fmdatiox:;" znd the walls

i
are reughly laid N bendwith headers absut svery eighth course. The wing fleer

was prebably censiderably lewer, at er near grade, and traces of a steeper reef
e J.L——T—hi:e—w-nh—h&w—mﬁ o

appear in the stucce of thaAmin blocgibme%—m
sesend flesr in the wing. Presently the first flewsr is raised te meet the same
level as the Tirst fleer eof the main Bleck. The reef te the wing has a medium pitch
and is sheathed with ﬁnp-stion tile. An interier end brdek chimney is lecated

st ¢ . be gained threugh either of twe deers lecated
in the wast gable. Entrance may gaine ug o it tadany
,onp-aite esach ether in the eastam bay of the nerth and seuth walls. The /{trin -

[paw ‘he wyndews hatt

and /taix-der_six sashta—platie—

' Th%igz le snd of the main bleck pessesses as—identieal drip ceurse and a medern
cement bleck steve stack. The gabls end windews flanking the ehimney stack have beth

been cevered up.
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Architectural Descriptien centinued 3

Internally a central hall sxtends threugh the heuse en beth siorf's and is
= k.

flanked en beth sides by twe reems, typical eof all center hall Geergian plans.

An open deg-leg stair risea,u%—th—/ap—?:mm—ltﬂi‘nr be the secend fl-n; Al vl
~and—Eren—thars, encluad‘f gdt‘;eféic fhoew in the nerth end ef the hall. The
lewer Ilight of each stair te the Iirst landing is quite steap, the risers an d
treads being almest equal. Rrem the landing te the next fleer the tread dimensiens
are dranatically greater than the riser dimensiens. Ancther eddity te hiis hadl is
the presfenee of a drep eof twe steps when exiting threush the nerth deer. The
cellar stair entrance and nerth& deer are lecated en this landing. The cellar
deer retains its wreught Eﬁ. hinges wi th leather washers and six-panel deer.

The main stair has a slim melded ha@an supperted by a slightly tapered newel
and plain rectangular balusters.

The roems eoff the hall centain a let eof early weedwerk which prebably dates
fren the censtructien ef the heuse in 1768. The main palo? io—-‘ahe(s.uthwut raerl)
.abl present-and has the mest edaberate cermer fireplace. The mantel has Federal
lines without the fine details. Thers is a melded architrawe around the fireplace
spening which supperta a frieze with plain prejecting pilasters and a wider central
bleck. Abesve the frieze the bed and shelf melding break eut at each intersectien
with ths prejéecting pilasters and central bleck. Meldad chai';':r_gil and sarly
architraves en seme deers remain./' The entranes batween the ssuthwest and
nerthwast palers was expanded. Jhe fireplace in the nerthwest feem has been
remeved but a muppert in the eellar still exists te preve itg earlier pmsfence.
Paneled windew reveals were prebably added in the 1325-1840 peried. The ether
twe reens en the first fleer retain their mantels, six—mnel duri and deer
/™ architraves. Eagh fireplace has an architrave areund the ope'nin;, a plain frieze,

— SUrvivesr
bed melding, and a melded shelf. A simple chaieril éses remdin in the nertheast
but™

r.ll‘ljiﬂ net in the ssutheast.
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7 hrehiteetural deecriptien centinued 4

The sedend stery plan is identical te the fira%kexcept for a small feenm at
the head of the stair, whiew—4e presently a bathreem. The clesed up deer is
lecated in this reem and consists ef tﬁ: single pane abeve and the jib deer
belew. -A-peg-beard-is-fsund enthe interisr east-welin Three roems on the
second fleer retain their early mantels. They differ slightly frem the mantels
in the lewer tw reems in that they have a narrewer frieze anﬁ slifhtly different
bed melding and mantel shelf. The doer architraves differ n—%:tti!ﬁiut are basically
the same.

The attic is unfinished and has revealed nuch abeut the alteratiens te the
structure. The reef was probably resbuilt abeut 1825-1840, aleng with the rest
of the renevatisens. The rafters aze net centinueus plate te ridge; the lewer
rafters span enly frem the main walls te the cellar beams. DNewer rafters centinue
frem the ecellar beams to the peak. Additiens te the brick E;ble ends and eutlines
en the imner face of the chimney indicate that the roef wagiof a slightly shallewer
piten.

4 twenbiedn century waterceler depicts the house with ke dormers en the
south sleps ef the reef ank a deuble perch en the south facade, all eof vhich
ha!‘iistppeared.

In the umceursed fieldstene sellar the straight sawn first fleer framing
remains intact. kuch of the first fdesr pine fleering remains under a later
hardweed covering: A stene wall extends acress the cellar from east te weat)
and iivti‘s, i 1£E%w. rectangular reems. Diagenal chimney supperts are
lecated in each interier cermer of the eeliar. o & «r‘mf»‘*— % K

Finishes in the west winz, the prasent kitchén, are simple and ef—the—twentizth

e century. A wide dhimney breast suggests a femer fireplace inﬁrust end. A clesat
nerth of the chimney prebably replaces a stair er ladder teo the left rcaf?which is

new inaccessible. Beneath the present fleer there is a deep crawl space that
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o~ Arehitectural deseription centinued 5

shews the base of a ceeking fireplace and the remains ef 2 Lrick fleer. The

original suppert ever the firsplace opening is feund by leeking abeut kmee level

in the present cleset.

m'e’frmt perch sdessvextsmms acreoss the sniire south facade of the structure
And seems te be a later replacement of a—mﬂeﬁﬂm& eentury perch. The
beam abeve $he perch columms pppears te-be elder than mest visible elements of
the perch. Eackleass benches a»e built against the south wall eof the heuse and
sxtendimg frem the south deor te the east and west ends eof the ppen pomkj Their
serelled ends suppert a plank seat. A depressiem in the stucce just belew th e
seeond fleer line suggests an earlier ferm of the perch. The sectiom of the
perch extending acress the wing has been screened in and dates frem a much later
peried.

-~ Ly Wt
Tag is a'bam on the p:roparty which undeubtedly dates frep the mid te late

nineteenth cent
w38 an aotiva farme I}% typiqa;l_bagldglep_ﬁi-ﬁv,a Q.?RE!'Q}..-W

and side aisles fer livoatcok, There are shed additiens en the east and west

e b ————

e -5 S o b

sides for storage. A small eutheuse type building is located Jjust east of the

L L PR VAR et

main hog:g_ and is presently used feor sterage.

b i
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Significance centinued 2

General Ceerge Washington viewed the praceedings frem a hearby hilltep and sent
the fellewing repert te Brigader General John Armstrong, "the Enemy began te land
this mering abeut six miles below Head ef Elk @ppesite the Cacil Ceurt Heuse.®
(Fitzpatrick, p. 130) On the British side, Captain Mentresser stated that, "the
van of the fleet cane te ancher at ens half past ninme in the mernigg and in half
an heur had made goed their landing." (Jehnston, p. 217) The British squadren
nunbered 256 vessels carrying appreximately 17,000 English and Hessian seldiers.

After the treeps had landed they made camp in the fields surreunding the
ferry and the read leading te Head of Elk. In Jehmsten's histery a cepy ef Majer
Andre's map gives the lecation of troeps and ef lecal hemes. (Johnaten, p. 218)
General Knyphausen, accerding te Andre's map set up his headquabters in the Ferd
Heuse. On Auguss 27" General Hewe marched up the river read te Head ef Elk after
his army had had same decent ratiens. Due te the lack of adegquate food while on
beard ship the men were very difficult to contrel &nd a certain ameunt ef pillaging
eccurred. Majer Andre said, "The seldiers slaughtered a great deal of sattls
elandedtinely,” (Jehnstem, p. 332)

At the time eof the British invasien ef Cecil Ceunty Jehn Ferd was serving
as a menber of the lecal militia. Ferd was comnissioned a captain in this greup
en April 21, 1778.

The Tax Cemnissiener Repert of 1783 reveals that the British raided, leeted,
and partially burnt Captain Ferd's house, (Miller, p. 44) Ferd requested
renumeratien dus te the damages suffered him by the Eritish.

Captain Ferd was an active mesident of the ceunty after the end ef the war
until his death in 1824. Although his tax assessments reveal that he as cencerned
with secular matters, his main achievemsnts revelved zround the Pretestant faith

of Methedism. In 1788 Bishep Asbury, the first liethodist bishep im America, visited
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Significance centinued 3

Ferd and held a meeting for wership at his residence. (Clark, p. 40) A new
lethedist chiirch was fermed in North East in 1794 and Ferd was ons ef the eriginal
trustees. In Eishep Asbury's journal he describes the winter kitchen of Captain
John Ferd's by saying,"it was a large brick fleered reem, with a fireplace eijght
faet acroes with a stone bench en sach side, there was a leng swinging crane. In
the jamb ef the chimney is an eyster even ef a half cylinder shape three feet deep,
twe feet wide with a deer." This quete fellews with the remains ef the winter
kitchen at the present and enly furgher arbhitectural investigatien will preve

ite early appearance. //: Tl e 7

’

Aluz ﬂth tha hiatnrieal sign:lﬁeanee the building 1. is rich ia arehit.antural

"""“ﬁ-__

impertance. The datestene im the gabia end is architecturally impertant because

it fimlyg dates the remaining eighteenth century weedwerk in the heuse. The prepalle
Flenish bend brick with segmental arches ever the windows, the pent saves along
the gable ends and the sescond fleer doer tie this building in clesely with builliiag
patterns in nerthern Cecil Ceunty and Pennsylmania. The Veasey-Ferd Heuse is ene
of a vary few sarly houses remainimg in the Oldfield Peoint area and it remains as a
sredit te its particular building traditiems,

The feurteen acres that accempany ths neminatien is the ameunt of lamd the
present swners pessess. If it wers pessible the whole peint sheuld be meminated

because of its assecdatien with the landing and encampment eof the British.
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