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II DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

~EXCELLENT 

- GOOD 

_ FAIR 

the .:.lk River. 

-DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

- UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE.._ __ 

•aat t• wast. t.'fl 'e +µL t/Jt~ rp1Jws d~~· 
The main block is tw• aall B1iit"t .... st•ks,~-=-three bays 91 twt ~· A •~•ry /1/z-

Sf-O~ -tW°<P- /p~ ~;~- A A 
~aura hal~ brick Hc:t.i• fs1.ecateti on the west eml •f the houscC/aRd- i8 :a. l.iays.. 

~~ ~7~ 
~ l bay A t'i'."entietk century fre1nt perch extends acress the entire aew.1& and is 

epen al•nc t~e main block and ca~aed-in a~•nc the aaditien. Th3 cempestien tiled . 
I O'C 

reef is ef a 11ediU1J pitch with inter~ enli ~ chimneys . The entire house was 

stucceea in the early pi.rt of this century; h.weYe5 the brick underneath the porch 

is expose'1 in a couple •f areas and En:lish boni is evident. 

l'he r.iain(south) facade i3 c mposed f three bays en each fleer \'Ji.th a 4oer 
.f.(O(J~ (Or~iV'1t:1l{!j ~ Wit.~ a dd<7V­

dt ~c;._upJipc th oentml ba:y qi(_ the ,"first.it ai.e se1utM:9hieb x ... pre:sently a nhid:ww} · 
1/(11.(, CttiM.Lt b• .fit.i ~ htd, f1hv- tWP . 

i'lHM. e fcundat on s • unoeursed.~1 etene. Abeve the feurui&tion is an 
wh1c"1 

Enr:;lish bend \7atertable with MHdUUl two ba 11ent winaGW openin1e) ~retain 

their heavy mertise and tenen tillbers a aiam.~Jlf~:ctiened vertical ~ 

woeden bars. ifi!!;pe a~ fl:sl:biZ ilepeUaal arelaee)..abeve the epenin en the seuth-
• I is not v1!.si kte.....) 

west oerner. rhe bond for the :rest of structure )iali nett beea see but ma 
b~ri~ ~ 

pesidblTi be lnemioh with clnzcd. head~ s . Tie window sasij ~ ver~and the trim 
/ 

iB a plain hall :round . The &lain dHr tas three hi;riz111ntal pnola n;m r;lazed) 

above t'l'lo vertical partially raised panels beln the le~k rail . A transem is 
/ 

located abeve the lllccr wi:t.h its muntins narrew ancl aeep. T~ deor tlurrounci ls 
~~ 

wiiely fluted on the lltri"ontal and vertical mebber5 anci )square blocks W.F@ 'wrli.. 

in the corners . 'l'he cieer ala• has a paneled jamb. All the cie•r and 'Vii nllew 

11eld.in:s date from a later p rio .J poesibly Pe frem the 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

I 

ti~ 
pc:rioc! artlmd 1825-1~. 

. 
11'1 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC 

-1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

-1800-1899 

k1700·1799 

:L.1800-1899 

_1900. 

-ARCHEOLUuY ·PREHISTORIC 

-ARCHEOLOGY·HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTURE 

XARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 1768 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

-COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_CONSEfWATION _LAW 

__ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

-EDUCATION :X.MILITARY 

_ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_EXP LORA TION/SETTLEM ENT -PHILOSOPHY 

_INDUSTRY _POUTICSIGOllERNMENT 

_IN\IENTION 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

%.-RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

The v~ase;·-r'orci louse has ha• n lon~ nd eoret:u o'"' tumiltous hieteI'J. The 

p9i1lt was orir;iually part of ~t. John' e Hanor first pa.tented tc Jehn Pate ef 

Vir~in:1a by 0eeil Calvert in 1664. Ill i6?5 Captain John Kerr bcca~ the .wner, 

who in turn sel4l the land te Georce OJ.dfielci. in 1683. At that time the p9int 

was call~d 1eJ.oh1 s ~eint. ll3er~e Olci.!'iel« was a cenfiaant e! the notorious 

Ccorce Talbet, who aftwr mur erin~ Christopher ReuslrfJ vm.s supposed to have 

hidden on the preperty in 1084. So:aetime arounti 1700 Oli'ielc' c:eveci to 

Pennsy:urania fer in 1703 a lecal d.ecument concerr.ing horses states his 

resiiende as bei.n&: in Chester Ceunty, Pennsylvaina. (kn- fi.ecorde: Liber 2/359) 

The pr&perty waa a•nveyed frora Ephraim Heit1an to Jame3 Veaeey i~ 1716 anc tbeu 

by nll t• /illiam Veasey in 1753 (LE:nd Recordo Liber 2/3Sl) y;1lliam Veasey 

rJarried ..!ary Go:'C!on a.1. 1 iu 1768 -lHttM they built themselYes a hollll!t •n the 

pr•perty . Detwenn 1?77 and 17~ the eccupancy of the hcuse is unclear but 

in 1?8? John ~·en. bou~ht tl1e pr perty !mu Veo.. ... f!y. (Land Records Liber 16/180) 

Captain J•hn Rorci. 11.arried JJillicent Hylani in 1770. (Vestry p. 1311) John 

·r<as 18 year11 olil and :Millicent was 16. The Miller Hist ry of Cecil County 

states that Captain .Ferd settl~d across the river fr= Ford's Landin~ at 

Old.field~ Point. (Miller p. 41) 

In Au:ust o! 177~he British !lect bPcan tB sisembark troops at the ferry 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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~rch1tectural Eesc~iptio~ centinued 2 

'lhe ..-~i·· :-'"'S .. • ... seu • plain b~xed. aornice ~ dates fr ru this century. 
-tJr. Gt!O t; ~ 

The eQst facade is Tdthout fenestrat~-' e•~l~~inj the small attic ventilator 
'tf w:"'d ow 

which used t be ld.nd.p. A. niakl'.l "'i>w .:i; o "-._. ether side o.f the ~ chimney 

fitack hr1s been clesed up. A drip course is fatl1ui· cm the cable end -ii:R'' it Frebably 

nee preteotee a oent eave. The outstantiin, detail remainin: on the east !aca ·e is 

the SI.ate datestone with the initials WV M and the date 1768. !. tree of life 

S)'llbal issues out •f the V and cantinues up int• the arched tep. The initiala stand 

fer William and Mary Vease~ whe prabablF buili the hru.se in 1768. 
H1ar 

The north facalle is iaentical to the So"1th faoade
1 
except~ the secend i'aHr 

.;tS if­
central eay wi'lba i9 ~ winden ~ is !eeate-e· lower than the other twe wind&ms ~ 

lich~ the st.airm1y. The centrally located first fio•r deor has an arched transam, 

whieh has been clesed up, and. a six-panel doer with two panels new ,ia~ed. The lot 
. 

~l oes westwara en the north siee
1

a&!t expes4'twthe northwest ba8e~ent window. 
• /I \J Pz-

TheAsto:ry rRd • aa±f brick addition i:& lecated en the west ~able ena ~has 

seen radical chan:e. The structure rests •n a 
IV) 

are reuchl.7 la id t\:; lJ:mon ben:l with headers about 

fieldst•ne feundatbr .... nd the walls 
..J 

every ei&hth course. The~ !leer 

was proaably censiderably lawer, ;•t er near :rade, a::i.l traces ofa steeper reef 
W.C't v\/alt ()/- CJ...L- St/'tif..e~hr11 

appear in the stucce of the!\ mair. rll)c3'""-~st walh--This wettl:a have a ed r· V 

secena fleor in the wine . Presently the first fl•Dr is raised to meet the same 

level as the Iirst fleer ef the main bleck. The reef te the \d.nc has a medium pitch 

and is sheathed with r;.rap•stien tile. An interior end ~chimney is l•cated 

in the west ,able. Entrance may be 1aineti thr•~h either of twe doers locate• . 
door ~d ....; 111 :bw 

, •ppasi ~ 'lcla ether ii'! the eastern bay cf the n rth and seuth walls. The). trill ~ 
IS dvtMU 'lt,o /.1,1)-1 lfl eviJs ft!VtK- . 

tiie 9.H'f"~l arui l sL"<_.:l.'er-six sashe?i::l f?lai&.- · 

~e~' ~ The.A. =able encl of the main block pessesses a .... id:eRtiealio drip coarse and a m dern 

ce!lent bleck steve stack. The &able end windews !lankin, the ehimney stack have batb 

been cevered up. 



Architectural Descriptien continued 
·~ 

:EnteP&ally a central ball extends threugh the house on beth s•otjs and is 
-;::::; .Aoo ;;;;- (,U.., 

flankec on both 3ides by t'\10 rooms, typical ~f all centei' hall Ge•r:ian plans . 

stair rises.,.wit:. _n il1te1 mici:iat.e lan<iinr ta the s econd f l o.Dr tfl(A/U(. a,,vv 
stM'r l cA.d.> .J 

enclosedA_ to the att ic ~ in the nerth end of the hall. The 

lewer llit;ht of each stair to the Iirst landin& is quite steep, the risers an d 

treacis bein: alraest equ'\l. Rrm the landin' to the next floor the tread dimensions 

are eramatically ~reater taan the riser d.irnensions . Another oddity te ilis hail is 

the pres/ence of a arep ef two steps when exitin, thre~h the north doer . The 
J 

cellar stair entrance and northa door are located on this landin,. The cellar 

doer retains its wrou:ht ~ hin£es ld.th leather washers and six-panel deer • 
........... 

The rnain stair has a sli11 t1elded. hand i·al l supported by a slightly tapered newel 

,-... and plain reotancular balusters. 

The roe.ms eff the hall centain a lot of earlywee&work"which probably dates 
./ 

fro~ the constructien ef the house in 1768. The ~ain paler ;..a tfte[southwewt room) 

most elaborate corner firep:la ce. The mantel has Feseral 

lines without the fine details. There is a melded architrave around the fireplace 

openin= which sup?cirts a frieze with plain projectinc pilasters and a wilier central 

block. Abeve tlle !rieze the beet and. shelf' moldin5 break aut at each intersectien 

vrith the projactin& pilasters and central block. 

architraves on some deers remain~'Tne entrance 

,.,....... 
Welded chair rail and early - · 

be tween the southwest and 

nertlmest pa1.ors was expandea . The fireplace in the nerth\'l"est :hol'I has been 

remove• but a auppert in the cellar still exists te preve it~ earlier pres/ence . 

Paneled wineiow reveals were prebably aaaed in the 1825-1840 perie& . lbe other 

t'.Yo reoms en the first floor retain their mantels , six-plnel deer~ ar:d ieor 

tf""' architraves. Each fireplace has an architrave arounc the •:-enin:, a plain frieze, 

bed aoldin:, anc a melA.e- shelf. 
bwt"' 

rooj .aM not in the s1utheast. 

,_ s l)rv, V<!!'" 
A simple chair rail eeee Pe~aia ta the nertheast 

'--· 



Architectural description oentinuea 4 

The setiend stery plan is identical t. the first~ except fer a small t'eem at 
) 

the head of the stair, "Hftieh ie presently a bathroom. The close& up d••r is 
tJ.-

leca ted in this re«i. an« consists of ~ sin,le pane abeve and the jib deor 

belew. A 'pee beard i:s .ftuAa en the iahrior east 'lfi:lh Three roams en the 

seceni fleor retain th,ir early aa.ntels. 'I'heJ 9ii'fer slichtly from the mantels 

in the lower tWD reOl"!s in that they have a narrtwer frieze and sli:htly aifferent 
~!tjh-f.!J. 

bea mol4lin& arlAi !lantel shelf. 'l'he tloor architraves differ a--1.:. bthr1'but are basically 

the same. 

The attic is unf'inished ana haa revealei much abeut the alterations to the 

structure. The roof \fa., probably rebuilt abeut 1S25-l&+O, alon: Tlith the rest 

of the renovations. The raft~rs aae not continuous plate to ridce; the lewer 

rafters sjlll.Il only from the main walls te the cellar beams. Newer rafterB continue 

frem the collar beams to the peak. Additions te the brick ~able ends and 
"[PY~ 

en the inner face ef the chit1ney indicate that the roof wa.stlof. a slfi:htly 

outlines 

shallo.ver 

pitch. 
i~:tt1 

A twentie~ century T1aterc•lor d.epicts the house with i..tte doruers ~n t:1e 

south slope ef the !"Oof anil a deub.Le porch on the south .facade, all of \•,hich 

ha ll!-di.sa ppeareti. 

In the unooursed fielastone aellar the strai~ht sawn first fleer f~amin, 

remains inkct . Uuch or the first i"aHr pine fleerl n~ remains under a later 

hardwooci coverin,. . stone wa.li extends aero•• the cellar frcm eawt ~o west 
·~ ) t I , 

~ ciivU" t.he ee r in~w• rectan,ular roems. Diag nal chimney iisuppert:s are 

. )A~(~~'Ztt\ 
leca-ted in each interior corn'r of the eeiiar. 

Fi;.ishes in the we Rt vd. n:, the present ki tchin, are simpl"' and 
..-i;J.--

.t= tLe .tmentte-tb 

century. A wide d.hillney breast su,:ests a r o:oer fireplace in A''~ st entl. A closet 

nerth of the chit1n".e:r probably rep.Laces a stair or ladder to the loft ro .r, ~v':lich is 
J' 

now inaccessible. Beneath the present fleer there is a deep craw.1. space t.hat 



~ Architecturai 9eecription o•ntinuea 5 

ehor.s the base •f a c•okin: fireplace a the remains ef a brick flo•r. The 

oricinal support ever the fireplace openin, is feund by lookin~ abeut kaee level 

in the present cleset. 

~ 
1\tA front perch. ehu ci li!!M) a cress the e&d jre south facade Gf the structure 

~ 1qtt, 
;wM seems te be a later replacer1ent of aa earlier aiRet1eAtlt- century porch. The 

beam above ~he porch col\ll!BS pppears ~ elder than mest visible elements ef 

the pore& . Backless benches ~ built against the S$uth wall ef the house aa4-­

extenoif"c fr•~ the south aeor te thw ea~t and west enas •f the 'pen perchj Their 

screlle8 eaas suppl'>rt a plank seat. A Q.epressien in the stucco just beln th e 

see end fl••r line su,:ests .a.n earlier ferrn tf the porch. The seo tion of the 

perch extendin: across the win: has been screene• in and dates fr911l a much later 

f,~· 
Ther is ~barn on the 
il/:th-

fr•~ the mi& to lat.o 

liifteteeatB centuq .. •'lilli 'liali•~•a;k!r 5-.iilr\:s&u· aP. •:rlier Mons 0L1~ +.he rrepei t,..... - htf.G-
..WU I au aetiue f&R• 7 a a typical ~ pl.an with a central t~ahine; noer. 

and siae aisles fer livestock~ There are shed a~9itiens on the east and west 

sides fer stora,e · ~ a mall is locatei just east cf the -·--
main hoaae and is presently used for storar.e. -



Si:nifica~ce continued 2 

General Geer1e Warihington viewed th.e proceedings fre11. a hezrby llilltop and sent 

the !ollctwin: re pert to Bri~ader Gener.al John .Arastron:, n the E!1emy be~an to land 

this r1oring about t1ix miles below Head of :Elk ippesi te the Cecil Court House·" 

(Fitzpatrick, p. 110) On t!l.e Br:!.tiflh Biie, Captain Mentresser statee that, 11 the 

van ef the !leet cane te anchor at one half past nine in the 'llorniu: arni in half 

an hour had mate go.C their lan4in:." (J~hnston, p. 217) The British squadren 

numbered 256 ve~~els carryin: ~ppr•x'i.Ilately 17,000 En:lish and Hessian selaiers. 

After the trups had landed they macie camp in the fields surroundinc the 

ferry and the reaa leadin: tc Head ~r Elk. In Jehnston's history a copy ef Majer 

Aruire 1 s map ~ives the 11~ation of troops and ef local hores. (Johnsten, p. 21B) 

General Knyphausen, accerdint te Andre's :llap set up hie headquatters in the Ford 

,--.. Rouse . On Aucust 27th General Howe marched. up the river road to lleac •f Elk after 

his aniy had ham smie aecent ratiens. Due te the lack of adequate food while •n 

!.:oard ship the ~en were very difficult to contrel aqd a certain amount ef pilla~in, 

occurred. Yajor .Andre said, 11 The seld.iers slau,htered a c:rea t deal of aattle 

clandestinely, " (J•hnston, p. 332) 

At the ti.Ile ef the British invasien ef Cecil County Jehn Ferd. was ae.rvinc 

as a ae11ber ef the lecal militia . Ford was comraissioned a captain in this uoup 

•n April 21, l??S. 

The Tu Ce1111issiener Hepert o.f 178' reveals that the British rai«e•, leeted, 

and partially burnt Captain Ford's house ,. (Miller, P• 44) Ferd requested 

renu~eratien due to the dama~es suffered hi!I by the British. 

Captain 1',erd was an active mesident of the count7 after the end •f the war 

U..."!til his death in 1824. Althnu:,h his tax assessrients reveal that he as concerned 

with •ecular matters, his main acbieve~ents revclved arouni the Protestant faith 

of Uetho•is~. In 1?88 Bish•p Asbury, the first lletho&ist bishop in America, Tisitee 



(€ ,~, 

Si:nificance centinuea 

Fer• ana hele a meetinc for w•rship at hie residence. (Clark, p. 40) A new 

~etbeiist cht.rch was fermed in North East in 1794 ana Ferd was one ef the ori:inal 

trustees. In Bishop Asbury 1 s journal he d.escrilies the winter kitchen ef Captain 

J ehn Fu• 1 s by sayinc;, "it was a lar:e brick flHre• roo11, with a fireplace e~at 

feet acreH with a stone benc}I on each side, there w•s a l•nc sv:in:in: crane. In 

tne ja11b ef the chinney is an eyster even of a ha1f cylind~r shape three feet ieep, 

twe !eet witie with a dHr. 11 This quete fell.we with the re:iains ef the winter 

kitchen at the present and enly fur;ther arbhitectural i~vesti:ation uill pr•ve 

its early appearance. t ' 
Alen: 'With the hi:itorical si:nificance the buildin: is rich iA architectural 
~--·~~,..,..~~ ......,.., il5!Ut•c 

....-.. iapertance . The aatestone ia the :able end is architecturally iiap•rtant because 

it fi:mlJI U.tes the re11aininc eichteentb century "WH•v;erk in the house. The pr•P.lle 

Fle11ish ben4i brick with se~ental arches •ver the wincicms, the pent eaves alon. 

the ,able emis and the secend fleer ~••r tie this buildin: in cle:ely with builiin: 

pg.tterns in nerthern Cecil County an& PennsyJiania. l'he Vea8ey-Fer~ Heuse i8 •ne 

ef a very few early houses rerta.iniRC in the Ol•fielli Point area an« it rera.ains as a 

• reait t• its particular buildin& traeitiens. 

The !ourteen acres that accompany the n011inatien is the amount of laa4i the 

present awners pessess. If it were poseible the whole peint sheulti be ae11inatea 

because of its association with the landinE and encat1!Dent of the Briti~b. 
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f"orm 10-'4S 
(S 62) 

1. STATE Maryland 
COUNTY Cecil COunty 
TOWN Elkton VICINITY Oldfield Poin1 
STREET NO. Oldfield Pol.Ilt Road 2·NAME 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS ~VEY l J 
INVENTORY cc - g{] 

"Oldil.eld l'll11l House• 

DA TE OR PERIOD 1768 
ORIGINAL OWl'IER veasey STYLE colonial 
ORIGINAL USE dwelling 

ARCHITECT 

PRESENT USE tenant hOUBe BUILDER W cl M V 

( 

PRESENT OWNER Dl'• Q. Harlan Wells 

WA LL CONSTRJCTION stone vi th stucco 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 
NO. OF STORIES 2 
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'!be two story veasey house on Oldneld Point is constructea of stone and 

covered with stucco and is tnr e bays long and two bays deep. The 11ortn center 

entrance has an elliptical needed fenl1gnt above t1.e door. A one story kitchen 

wing on a hign basement is built oft the west gable. • singJ.e most outstandl. ng 

feature about the exterior of toe house is a date p!~que on the east gable in 

the fanu.liar tombstone snape and contains tne ini ti.ale W l M , wi tu a tree-li.Jce 

kiesign 1ssu1.ng from the • v• 1768 

The nouae s1 ts on a bill overloonng a ravine inich leads to the tlk River. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF nRUCTURE endangered 

~ 6 . LOCATION MAP (Plan Oprlonal} 

8. PUBLISHEO SOURCES (Aurhor, T/rle, Pages} 

INTERVIEWS, RECOROS, PHOTOS, ~TC. 

no 

1be Upper Shoreman, sept. 1966, cover. 

In terl or Exterior good 

"'· NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

Micnael BOume 
Mnryland His~orical Truat 

OA TE OF RECORD July 29, 1968 






