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1. 5 TA TE t•ia I"j land HISTORIC AMERICAtl BUILDINGS SURVEY 

COUNTY Cecll INVENTORY ( ~ - 2,Q '7 
TOWN Calvert VICINITY ZiOll 

t d t 2. ~IAME 
STREET NO. cro ners H • ' a Ed crotners Rd. "Isaac E.;n~121ld Housen 

DATE OR PERIOD early l':;lta ce .. t'J. j 

STYLE Federal 
ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

ORIGINAL OWNER Isaac .C.nt,land 
ORIGINAL USE dwelling 
PRESENT OWNER J.A. CrOtuers 
PRESENT USE dwe.illnt', 
WA LL C 0 N ST RU CT I 0 N 0 r l. CK 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

NO. OF STORIES 2 

4. NOTABLr:: FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC no 

Tne Isaac &lgL.nd fi.ouse is a ttJo stor:; cricK st1 uctJre 01 .tieder&l design wi in 

a two stcr y wi ,;,_: on the nort.n si..ie 01 LLe L.u:ua.1n1.:,. nis i11i tic; ls appear Ol. tne -,..est 

gao.Le end in glazed oricK, a ratner late carry-over. ·1·h~ maiL portion 01 tne house 

tis tLre•-' bays long; tne facade is laid L, }'.Lewisr" oorid wi tc a Orie cricK stn.ng co:irse 

ben82 tn tn., secoaa sta· y w11.do;.;s. A brick cr1l.meny is Cv~:C':l.l1eG. Wl tnim; er CL g&ble; a 

'le;; flue nas oeeri ac.d.ed O!l tne outsia.e ur tL1:; eas"L g<::t:le. unusuc::.L wL.dows fr:-;;.es 

nave reediq·; wi tr~ pl.aL:c corner c.;loc .. s. I'hey nave b/b sc:.sn, t::·o.ne.i'-'d c.nd J.ouverea. 

r11e "A 11 ro01 is cover·c.d wi tn sl te. On the nortn 

Side tne wing- was bu11 t., at tr.e s'-'l!le time c.s tne ::.ain portion and now nas a !ra:ne 

n.eanto on its r:orth sidv. Tne property is used as a part-time home and is in very 

Bood ccr..dition. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF 5TPUCTURE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Pion Optional) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, <:TC. 

no Interior Exterior COOd 

?J.- ,,, . 
' ;·,__ ----\ 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

,•,icnael Bourne 
Eary l::ind E:istoric<-1 Trust 

DATE OF RECORD 
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lr:-,f~cc..t ~~~~(!$ L:..~·E:~-:~.-,C:;L1t of ti-i:? r~-~~~rc1r 
:~.::..-i~c:se Cs~.s~r\.·c:.·~ic~ c:.~~d ~c:·~•cc.:f.:=i £.~r\.'ice 

S22 instructions in How to Corr:p!ete National Reg:ster Forms 
Ty;:::: <011 en!ri2s-compl2te 2p;:ilicoble sections 

i . 
England, Isaac, house 

c,;-id or common 

_,: - t_ .... ·I 

·- 'i 
. - - :- '' ,. .-_ -·-·--· 

': - : : : .': j 

South side of Englo.nd Creamery Road, just eas~ of its intersection with 
street & number Crothers Road, 1 mile v:es t of Zion __ not for publication 

city, 1own Zion 

state l1~a ryl C!nd code 

Cc::tesory 

Calvert 
_X_ vicinity of congressional ciislrict 

24 county 

Status 
X_ occupied 
__ unoccupied 

Cecil 

Prese;it Use 

First 

code 015 

__ ml!seum 
__ park 

__ district 

__)(___ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

O\':n2rship 
__ public 
_y_ private 
__ both 

Fublic Lcquisifion 
__ in process 

__ work in progress 
t.ccessible 
Lyes: restricted 
__ yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

_x_ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

-X-- private residence 
__ religious 

__ object 
__ being considered 

name J~m2s and Julia Crothers 

street & number 1000 E~gland Creamery ~oad 

city, 1own Ri s bg Su-, -X- vicinity of 

courthouse, reg!stry of deeds, etc. Clerk of the Circuit Court 

street & number Cecil County Courthouse 

__ scientific 
__ transpor.ation 
__ other: -

state Marvl and 21921 

city.town Elkton state Maryland - 21921 

6. ~epresenta't:ion in Ehis~ing Surveys 

title has this property been determined elegible? __ yes no 

date __ federal __ state __ county __ local 

d~pository for survey records 

city, town state 

·----- ------ ---~----·--··----·----
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Cc:-i::'.::ion 
v 

-~ excellent 
-~ i;o:)d 
-~fair 

_ dc:leri.xaled 
_ruins 
_unexposed 

C!1'.:CL c;-ie 
_ ur.<ollered 
_.J.._ c.l'.ered 

C~c-ck cne 
___).'._ original site 

moved ca1e 

D~scd'.:ie the presE:ont 2:-id original (if l:no\·,·n) phy: ical c::;:::::sc~<:.nce 

The Isaac England house, circc: 1800-1825., is locc:ted on t:ngl2nd Crea.1o.2ry Road 
about a mile ~outh of the town of Calvert. The brick structure rests on a small 
rise of land ~ith the main fc:cc.de facing south. 

The 2::~-story central hall plan house is tr.ree b2ys across by one room deep. fl. 
cor .. er:,porary t1·:0-story brick ell extends to the north of the 1..ain block. The entire 
structure rests on an uncoursed sto~e fou~~c:tion 2nd is covered with a medium sloped 
~12.te roof. In 1976 a fr2.1o.e t·,·.c-stcry aGd~t~cn •:2s a·~tc.c:·,e:d to t!·.e ;1eii-th s;c.ble .:.;.d 
of the~ell. It \;as d2sigr.ed by archit=c-:: J2rnes T. !·.'ollon, Jr. 

The south (main) facade is lai~ in F12mish bond with a single string belt course 
bc:r.ea~h t~e s2cor.c! story windows .. The fen2str3tion is syri.rne::rical with the first 
floor windows ccntai:iing 9/6 sash and ~he second floor 6/6. The surrou1ds on doors and 
windows ~~= r2ed2d wi~h plain corr.er blocks. LouvEred shutters are found on both first 
c.;id secoild story 1-~i:-:C.ows. T~e e;-;~ra:ice is loc:ited in the central bay. The door has 
six rais::~ p~nels with inset mol~i~gs an~ a t~re::-light trsrso~. ~boxed cornic= 2xtenc 
3crcss t~.i:= main f:Jca~2 with a b!:?d !noHing b2lo1u. During rt:ricvatio;;s ir. tLe 19~-0s a 
1 :::te 19th c~:-.tury sr,=c-roofed porch v·e.s r::Tcv:>d f~o11 the fror.t of t~2 hous2 and a 
one-bay covered stoop substituted. 

The 1·.•est facade is 1 aid in coflimon bc;nd, one row of hEaders for every five rol':s of 
stretchers. Isaac Englar.d's initi~ls 3pp::Er ir ~ glazed h2a~::r p~tter~ o~ the w2st 
facade. The ex=cution of the l::>t~2rs is v2ry irregular Z..i1d prnb~bly du:: 3.n ir.experienCE 
craftsman \·Jho was not totally f<::rni-l iar with th: primarily 18th and early lSth century 
practice of decorating the gable ends with glazed headers. Sash wir.dows are found on 
both floors in the eastern b2y. The fot..:r-p2ne ~ttic windows flank the i~t2rior end 
chimney pile. Plain barge boar:::ls :Iese the end gables. 

The east gable of the main bleck is an i.;naderned comTtor. bond brick ~~c:ll with a 
20th century extericr chimney flue. The sc:mE four-pane attic v;irdow fia;oks the chirr.ney 
pile. 

The t\-.'o-story, circa 1800-1825 brick ell section is connected on a perpendicular 
axis to the north side of the ec.st 1-:all. It is two bays acress by one room deep. 

- The walls ~re laid in com~Jn bone. Door openings a~e found in the southern bay of 
each first floor sid~ wall. Six-ov2r-six sash windows occupy the northern bays, as 
well as ths second floor openings. ~r. interior end chimney rises from the north gable 
enc. 

The 1976 2dditior. included a ~odern kitch2~. dining rocm, bathroom, anc stair er. 
the first floor 2nd b2drooms on the second. The frarne section rests on a full t2sEm2nt 
5n~ is she~theri with headed weatherbo3rd siding. T~e win~ows are 6/6 with plain trim. 
The slate roof is of medium pitch. I: single story scr=2ned porch extencs c:.cross the 
west side, and a glassed porch occupies the first floor of the east side. 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #1. 



r 

(~~/78) 

.U:'fflED STJ-Tf:.5 D:::::-·;.;;:T!·',:::t\T o::- ;:--E: Jr"l:.~JOR 

H'.::RlT,L:/:;E co·~s::RV.L..TlO'\ 1-:D R'.:.CF:'.:.J...TlO~\ s::RVJCE 

J~A'TlONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NQJ,!J:INA TION FORIY! 

Isaac England house 
Cecil County 

CONTllWATION SHEET f·'.aryland IHt.~ NL.i~.~BER 

DESCRIPTION, continued 

;(ECEiVED 

7 PAGE 1 

The interior detailing in the ~ain block priffiarily dates from the 1800-1825 
period. The ~ain door opens into a hall with a T-sh2oed stair that rises to the second 
flcor rooms and to the secc~d flcor of the ell. The ~taircase has a slightly s~o11~n 
newel ~ost and an oval handrail. The balusters are rectangular, and there are two to e2 
tread. A half-rail rises on the opposite wall to match the baluster. The stringer is 
plain, and the triangular area below is plastered. Below the second floor landing is 
a cellar-stair with a six-panel ~oor. The wall opposite the stair has an elaborate 
chairrail and peg board above it for hanging coats. Spoon handled box locks are found 
on the six-panel doors with inset moldings. 

The east and \·:est rooms have detailing of about the same complexity. The parlor 
mantels have definite Federal influence, with fluted pilasters and projecting mantel 
shelf. The ends and central area of the shelf are steooed out and coincide with the 
projecting tablets in the center of the frieze and at ~he ends. The central tablet 
is reeded around the outside edge. Small closets are found around the cor~ers and on th 
side of the projecting chimney pile. The chairrail is of a different profile than that 
in the hall. 

The west room was probably the dining room due to its connection with the ell 
section. The mantel is of the same form as that described above with alittle variation 
in the decorative details. The central block has five rows of vertical reeding spaced 
by blank strips. The pilaster fluting is of a different relief and the chairrail a 
similar but different profile. A four-door closet occupies the southwestern niche. It 
has 2-panel doors above and single panel ones below. 

The ell is undoubtedly the early kitchen with its large cooking fireplace in the 
north wall. The simple mantel shelf is a replacement. The second floor joists are 
exposed and probably were originally since each one has a bead on the lower corners. 
A winder stair located in the northwest corner of the room has been removed. Two small 
storage closets are four.d on the south wall of the room. 

The second floor of the main block remains virtually intact. The east bedroom 
has a simplified mantel and chairrail. The mantel has a rather plain architrave and 
frieze; vertically fluted end blocks support a molded mantel shelf. The mantel in 
the west bedroom is of similar design. A small room above the entrance and between the 
two bedrooms has been converted into a bathroom. The second floor ell room has been 
remodeled with vertical boards with beaded edges. 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #2. 
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Isaac England house 
Cecil County 

co~.;TJ rWATIOr.' SHEET f!.aryl and llElll. !'...:LJ~.'.BER 7 

D~SCRIPTION, contirued 

~crEage Justification 

PAGE 2 

An operating tarm no longer occupies the Isaac England property. The surrounding 
acreage, although m·med by the Crothers is rented out to local farmers. A split 
rail fence borders the ir,;;1ediate yard, drive and land along England Creamery Road. 
Since the house and farm are now separate operations a nomination of only the im~ediate 
acreate is necessary. This includes approxi~ately 6 acres. 
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~L ;iod 
_ pre:h:sloric 
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:..rc.z:s of ~i::::-,ific~:-ice-Chc-ck i'.:>d ju::;tif)' b:::low 
__ ;orcheology-pre:h!s\oric _community p!anning _ landscape architecture _ 

- 1528--1599 
_ 16CJG-1E99 

17CG-1799 
X 1C:OCL-iE99 
_ 19DG-

~ ~E: cific C: ~!es 

_ c:rcheology-:-i;storic _ conservation 
_ econo:nics - :·'.e;ature __ 2g~iculture 

~architecture 

_art 
_ comrilerce 
_ comr:iunicciions 

__ educc.tion - military 

_ ens;ine:ering - music 
_ expio~otion se~t:2r1.:::nt _ p;iii:::5c;:>hy 
__ ind:..1stry __ p::di~ics gover nrnent 

__ invention 

Luil~cr l.t.rchitect 

_ so::al' 

_ th=c:ler 
_ liG:l~t='::.ric'.i::in 

_other (s~2::ify) 

The Isaac Engl2nd house is a virtually unaltered example of a form co1wn~n duri~g 
the early 19th century in northecsten: Maryland and southeastern P2nnsylvania. This 
form is typified by Georgian floor plan, fenestration, and shape, with Federal 
interior details. The house has a central hall plan, ·three-bay front with central 
entrance, front facade laid in Flemish bond, and initials in glazed headers on the 
gable end--all of these are features of the Georgian period house in this area. This 
particular form, without the initials, remained in frequent use here until the m~d-19th 
century. Inside, the rr.antels and other trim are Federal in style. The vmodvmrk is \·:ell 
executed and exhibits a variety of examples of Federal-period work. The glazed header 
initials are a late example of a tradition that was fast fading in the early 19th century. 

HISTORY 

Isaac England supposedly built this house on the property he received from his 
father's estate {JS 7/507) around 1812. Engla!'ld fai-med the property until 1877 
\vhen he died and left the farm to his wife. (Will Bo6k F/27) 

I will and direct that the farm whereon I now reside shall not 
be sold during the lifetime of my said wife, but that the same, 
while she lives shall remain in the possession of my family, 
my said wife, to have the \·.'hole of the dv.ielling house thereon 
during her life for her own exclusive use and benefit, with a 
right to firewood, and the privilege of keeping one cow, if 
she should so desire free of expense ... 

f·~aria England, Isaa~'s wife, died a few years later, and the farm was sold at public 
auctions. It was advertised in the Cecil Democrat on February 10, 1883 with 100 acres 
of land and a "good comfortable brick dwelling, large barn, with all other necessary 
outbuildings." The farm sold for $6,500.00 to Isaac ·H. England, the grandson of Isaac 
England. The farm has been in the England name off and on since its construction. The 
property is presently owned by James and Julia Crothers. The property has remoined 
agricultural and retains a very rural atmospher, although it has lost most of the out
buildings. 1-fiere are 84--a-c--res Hi-th Ll1e-p1 eperty s a~y s hcrn1 d be Gon~eroed-as 
•rn i r:itcgral part of the numi11a ti on-due te the-irnpGFt-nR<;e--0f.-.agr...icul-till"e iFl t-he-areas 
and its as&ec+-ati·uns-wi-th-the ""£xi-s t-ence--afld-operatiun -of --the-·f.arm.. 

t:X. c /)1 """ "ff' 0 

1:.CV~ ~J-<.. ... ~ 'j ~ /P-r&J ~~ ~YLt:~ at fLyi~ ') /?LA 9- /l/A Vru_ ,,-µ> 

cz., ~ C-£.-n- jvrr>t -~ ~~ U Ff'-~ &"">1 • .,&..__f ~ 6 !:<--
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.. -----·-------- --- ---------
Cecil° County Land Records (as referred to in text). 
Cecil County \·.'ills (c:s referred to in text). 
Cecil Democrat, February 10, 1883. 

cc( -J.o/ 
- -- -~--- -- --- -

tngland, ~alter C. Joseph England 2nd His Descendants. Carr Publishing Co., Inc., 1S75 
nn ?li'J_?/'i/I ----.. _-'!;,. ____ ,_-=-----------

~ o. ~eos~~c:r[1:[c2I CT·2·~:a 

Acrease of r.omir.alcd property ___ E_-=Cic-:C:...:_r__,,e'-"'s'---
Ou2ciran9le ncme ~~1----l'-i-2w--Quedrangl e 
U!.H R:of:ort:onces 

A Ll_&1 l 4 '11 5 j 4 I 7 I~ j 4 I 3 j 9 , 1 I 9 t? . ..t.?J 
Zone Easting f~o.-:hing 

I I I I I ,_J I I I I ,_u 
Easting Northing 

c LJ.JI ~ L--1 ~'_Ll I ,_J D LJJ I I I I .__I ,i__..>.__.__._I ........___1_l 
ELUll 'U 
Gl__i_J I I I u ~~--'---"' I 1.J 

L--L---L--""'---;..LJ.-d ,_J 
FLU I I I I 1J '~~~,'-~' ~'-J 
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\'erbc:l bo:.rnc<:ry oescription 2nd justific;otion 

SEE CONTINUATJO~ SHEET #3. 

List 211 ~tc:~es c..nd col!nties for properties overlc.tJ;:ii:-ig stc.te or county bouncaries 

state code county code 

slate code county code 

name,.title - Paul B. Touart, Historic Sites Surveyor 

orga01lzation Ceci 1 County ColTlITii ttee of the l1~aryl and cate April 27, 1979 
.1s~or1cal Trus-i--------------------~~ 

street & number Cecil County Courthouse telephone (301) 398-7568 

city or town Elkton state l·~aryl and 21921 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national _L state __ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1956 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature ~ ·y%___ /-7-o() 

title STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 
(/' 

For HCRS l!Se onty 
I here!::>y ce:rtity that this property is inclu:led in the: PJatior.al F.e_g!ster 

1 

Ke;per of the National Re~ister 

. t..ttest: 

; Chief of Re,gistration 

date 

date 

date 
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Isaac Engla~d House 
Cecil County 
t·:aryl 2nd 

llU.' r.:ur.'.BER 

VERBAL Bou:rn.£:.RY DESCRIPTION 

Cl-;)o/ 

::.:ECE lVED 

PAGE 
3 10 

G[G:i::,:n;;G at a point on the edge of England Crearnei-y Road c.:1d at the irit..ersen.ion 
with Crothers Road and heading south along Crothers Road and parallel to a split rc.il 
fence for cbout 400 feet to the beginning of drive into property; thence, alo!lg said 
drive and parallel to fence in a southerly direction for about 400 1 to a turn in both 
drive and fence, _thence, in an easterly direction for 1000 feet to a!lother corner of 
aforesaid fence; thence, in a northerly direction along fence for 600 1 to a point ale 
England Creamery Road; thence, \<Jest 600' to the place of beginning and containing 
approximately six acres. 
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