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historic St. Stephens Episcopal Church 

and or common 

?, . f .. ocation 

street & number Naryland Route :2_§2 
.::..:....:.---~----"'-='-=--' 

city, town ..;- vic:,inity of __ congrt?~sional district 

state Maryl and code 

------------3. t,(assi·flcation 
C" t~gory 

_ district 
~ build1.,g(s) 

___ structure 
__ sile 
__ object 

Owncrc,hip 
_ public 

x_ private 
__ both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
_being considered 

24 county 

St;:itus 
x occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
... >: - yes. restricted 
__ yes: unrestricted 

Cecil 

Pre~cnt Use 
_ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ t'ducational 
__ entenainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 

N A -- mililary 
------....:.;.J.~------------------

no 

4 . O v \/ n er of Pro~erty 

name S~. Stephens Church, Attn: Mr . Preston Leighton - ---
street & number 35 Snug Harbor Way 

city. town Earleville ~ vicinity of state 

5 . Location of Legal Description 

counhouse, registry ol deeds, etc. Clerk of the Circuit Court 

street & number 
Cecil County Courthouse 

city. town 
Elkton, state 

First --------
code 

mu!>1>um 
park 

015 

_ private res id..,nc e 
_ x _ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transponation 
__ other: 

'Maryland 21919 

Maryland 

6. Representation 1n Existing Suk·veys 
--------=------------------------------~---------=----------------------

Maryland Historical Trust 
title Historic Sites Survey has this property been determined elegible'? yes " ·· no 

_d_a_te_l~9:...:;8~0 _________________________ ....:..-_-::-:_~fe~d~e~r~a~l--=X==::...:s~ta~t~e:._===-:c~o~u~n~t~y~===-'ocal 

~cposilory for survey records Maryl and Historical Trust 

c11r_. _t~~---------"'-A'"'"n.!!fil1Q) i.s__. __________ _ _ _____ s_ta_t_e_....:..!-:.:!<:ry~~£ _____ _ 
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Describe the pre!;cnt and original ( i f known) phy~ical ap~c;u-:;nce 

Df.SCRI PTI ON SU!·£ ~.A.RY 

The single sto1y rectansular stuccoed brick ~ain block, three bays by one 1 0l~ , 
r~~ts on a partially exc3vated fieldstone foundation and is covered by steeply 
pitched slate roof . Att~cl1ed to the east gable end is a shorter single stcry one 
bay by one room rect.,nsular block \.:hich contains the altar . A shed roof e::-.tl!nds off 
the altdr room ' s south side for the sacristy . The west c~ble end do~inates the chu rc ll 
structure \.:ith its four story bell tO\.:er ''ith b1oach spire and patterned slate l'l~O f. 
The C! Xte1 ior surfaces of the church are unifo1 rnly covered with stucco that have be< n 
score:d to imitate a~hlar rr.::i sonr)'. The Gothic: Revival structure \:as built in 1870-
1874 but incorporated the old \.:alls of the ~arlier church of 1824 and 1735 . A 
graveyard , \.:hich corresponds to the church ' s long history, surrounds the structure. 

GE!':ERAL DESCRIPTION 

Saint Stephen ' s Church of ~orth Sassafras Par1sh stands i r.ililediately north of 
Earleville, llaryland on the east side of !·faryland Route 282 . Earleville is a 
centrally located farming co::;::;iunity in Cecil County ' s rural southern;:ie>st tid.!.,:a lt!r 
lands kno1.~ as Sassafras Neck. The Gothic Revival church has a ~estern expcsure 
with the main gable on the east/west axis . 

The .... est facade to.,,·er is flanked by two lancet ":indo...:s that are bordered 1.•j th 
raised brick surrounds . The sides of the surrounds have a crenelated brick pa tlern 
belo..., the Gothic arch . The tower contains the main entrance ...,hich is naturally a 
Gothic arclred opening with double doors 'l.'°ith a pplied moldings. D]rectly above the 
entrance is a stained glass ~indo..., that r~pcats the ~ame Gothic arch and crene1at~d 
surround. Two openings exist bet...,~en the previous windo..., and tower room . Th~se 
openings are rectangular louvered vents complete with cr~nelatPd surrounds . Moving 
upward, the next story is the bell room \.:hich has anoth~r Gothic arched opening 
which is surrounded by a red brick frame ~~th corbelled brick arcade above the 
opening and a single brick crenelation below the frame . All the previously c1cntj o ned 
surrounds are plain red brick set against the stuccoed surface . The north and 
south sides of the tower are basical ly the same but the number of ~indo..., openings 
differ . The first and third floors have a singular rectangular opening while the 
second floor has a larger Gothic arched opening. The fourth stor)' tower room 
openings are the same as the main facade . The four sides of tre steeple base have 
small triangular shaped ventilators which add to s~oothing the transition between 
the square tower and octagonal steeple. The steeple is topped by a gold cross . 

The north and south sides of the main block have three evenly spaced GotMc 
arched ~indo\.:S with the same crenelated brick surrounds and stained glass ~indo~s, 
~bich ~ere replaced in 1963 . 

The east gable end is prir.arily covered ~ith the altar rooo . A single flue 
brick stove stack rises against: t he northeast. corner of the main block . The al tar 
room has a Gothic arched opening on the north and east side~ . The east end ~i ndo~ 
is a l arge t r i-par tite Go thic window. The sou t h side contains t h e s.crist)' ~bich h as 
a Gothic a r ched door opening on i ts south ~all. 

SEE CO!\lll~UATlON SHEET /11 
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The interior is divided into three sections: the entry, nave, and the altar, 
which ~as completely renovated in the 1870 reblrilding of the church . The roof 
system consists of an e~posed scissors truss ~ith a dark ~alnut stain . The altar 
1oof is treated in the s~me rr.anner. The front altar space is ~Pparated from the 
nain body of the church by a large Gothic arch and open r.othic arch arcaded balustrade . 
T~e altar is raised three steps above the main level of the church floor . The rnain 
body of the sanctuary contains a central aisle ~ith a solid block of pe~s butted P-b inst 
the side ~alls. The third part of the interior consists of the to~er entrance and 
area below Lhe balcony which contains the balcony ~inder stair jn the southwest 
corner. The balcony is supported by Tuscan co]u::-.ns 1..·ith a blind arcade across the 
front ~all. The sanctuary furniture dates from the late 19th century renovation 
and is entirely of Gothic Revival design . Each pew end has a pointed Gothic arch 
as do most of the pieces . 

BOUNDARY JUSTlflCATJON 

The nominated 3 . 4 acres contains the church and surrounding graveyard that is 
distinguished by a spli t rai l fence , entrance gate , and landscaped yard . The area 
around the church has several mature oaks and evergre~n trees along with a grassy 
yard which is distinctly separate from the surrounding glebe on the north, east and 
west sides . The south side is bordered by a road . The acreage was pared do1..11 to 
the immediate area around the church ~hich has been landscaped and is visually 
separate from the adjacent tilled fields . 
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L architecture -- E'ducalion 
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- - transport <>lion 
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Specific di!les 1860-1670 Builder Architect Tho;:;as Db :on, Architect 

Stalcrncnt of Significance (in one paragraph) Appl)cable Criteria: B, C 

c 

The sigrificance of St .. Stephen ' s Church of North Sassafras Hundred in southern 
Cecil CounLy is derived primarily from the architectural ~11aractc1 of the structure . 
As a church remodeled in a highly ornarr.~nted but conservative interpretation of the 
High Victorian style, the building e~bod)es the distinctive features of a period and 
type of architecture that, although popular in the United States in the 1870s and 
1880s \..:'as not cotr .. ilonly used in the rural reg ions of ::aryland, particularly those 
secti ons of the state ~hich ~ere a subst a ntial distance from an urban center.. The 
i mportant features of St . Stephen's that cha racterize it are a stuccoed brick struc ture 
with exaggerated brick dacoration surrounding the openings and delineating the b~ll 
tower and an interior do~inated by expo sed scissorsrruss)ng and Gothic arch motifs .. 
The building achieves additional significance from associat)on with Thomas Dixon, a 
Baltimore architect responsible Tor tlle design. St. Stephen's is the only known 
documented exarr.ple of Dixon ecclessiastical designs located outside of a major urban 
center .. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

St. Stephen ' s Church of North Sassafras Hundred ~as organized in 1692 and 
represents a continual £piscopal congregation in Cecil County and the religious 
persuasion of most of the county ' s earliest residents. ~orth Sassafras ~as one of 
the original parishes designated by a Maryland Act of Ass~nbly. The history of the 
present church building began in the mid 1860s ~ith the discussion of rebuilding and 
e>:pan<ling an 1824 structure, which measured 30 x 40,~ith Th a nas Dixon a Baltimore 
architect. The vestry minutes document the complete renovation of the earlier 
bujlding .. 

" . the roof and ceiling are to be taken off the present building , all 
of the doors and windows with their frames are to be taken out, the top 
part of the present walls are to be taken down to the hejght shown by 
the dra~ings (location unkno~'n) , the end wall is to be taken down and 
the present stairs and fittings re~oved.. The new additions are to be 
rnade agreeable to the dimensions shown figured on the dra~·ings . .. " 

The new church 'I.las consecrated Friday, !·:ay e, 187li by lienry C. Lay, Bishop of Easton . 
The 1860-1870 church has incorporated into its ~alls the 182li brick building ~hich 
replaced the second structure that ~as built around 1735.. The first church is 
recorded as being consecrated on ~arch 25 , 1706 . The events associated ~ith the 
church are countless but one of the more pro~inent occasions was the June 22 , 1834 
ordination of the Reverend William Douglas, the fiftb black to receive Anglican 
Orders in America and the first to r eceive them south.of the Mason-Dixon line . 

SI.E cm;Tih1JATlON SHEET /i2 
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Tho~as Di~on p·rac~iced in Baltimore in the second half of the nineteenth century . 
For some years he ~ras i~ partnership wjth his brother James . The Dixons were 
responsible for the r~~~~gn~ of several buj)dings in Baltimore , particularly several 
lavishly decorated ..,o-=..:nc influenced churches . Three more \..'Orthy ex<1mples of their 
work are the Mount Vernon ~ethodist Church located in the Mount Vernon National 
Historic Landmark D"iscric t, the Mount Washington Presbyterian Church, and ~estminster 
Church on Lafayette Si;.·Jare . The brothers also designed a nuraber of Victorian houses 
in Nount Washington .. 

Throughout rural ~aryland , the standard church structure erected in the late 
nineteenth century ~as a simple frame or brick building with Gothic decorative 
detailing . Rarely cii<l these buildings receive such a conserted effort to be as 

cylish as the St . Stephens structure , parlicularly for a building of such small 
.cale. 
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The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 
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St . St~phens Ep)scopal Church 
[Rrleville vicinity 
Cecil County, ~acyland 

Bl BLI OGRAPHY 

St . Stephen 1 s Vestry Books 1840-1886 

Biographical Notes on Dixon on file at Baltimore Commiss)on for Historic and 
Arc hi tec_tural Preservation, City Hall , Bal Li more , Naryland 

Maryland Historical Trust Historic Sites Inventory : Cecil County (CE-22 . 
Paul Touart, suveyor . 1980. 

VERBAL BOLi!\DARY DESCRl PTl ON 

Beginning at a point at the intersection of old Maryland Route 282 and GJebe 
Road and running along said Glebe Road in a northeasterly direction for 300 ' Lo 
another intersection of parsonage driveway and Glebe Road and running in a southeasterly 
direction for another 300 ' to a point along the back edge of the church yard , thence in 
a southwesterly direction along the back edge of the church yard for 450 ' to a point 
along a cow.man southern boundary line of parcel number 50, thence in a north\..•esterly 
direction along said common boundary and intersecting the curve in Route 282 for 
about 375 ' to a place of beginning being 3/5 of parcel number 49 as shown on Cecil 
County Tax Map number 56 and containing approximately 3.4 acres . 
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1. STATE ~~l.......l 
COUNTY Ca"' l Co..,..,-t"\ 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY c E-ZZ 
TOWN E o,..A~ .i'1 \ \ ~ VI CINI TY 
STREET NO. at. 283 aud GJ.ebe Rd· 

ORIGINAL OWNER ?10rtll 58Gafras farisl'l 
ORIGINAL USE C' h Qot,\:"\,.;..,s 

PRESENT OWN ER °""..,t,.,, \>~' ~~&fh•"''- (h......,V,. 

PRESENT use 'ta Rc.l""I; .... 
WALL CONSTRUCTION {'_).,~ .. Ill. 

NO. OF STORIES 

2. NAME S +. s~..,j.,.a..," (.\,,.~h. 

DATE OR PERIOD fS'7-I- n 
STYLE G-v4k..... R.c,v._.ac 
ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

A, NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

:;it. stepnens Church, as it exists today, is la.·"'ely the .ras.Llt of a u.taJOr 

cemodo ... iiJ&-:rebuildi.ig begw1 in/. 1870. It incorporateH the wnlla of ar. earlier 

Church wru.cn was 1>u1lt in l'f32 t remodeled in .1~24 J. '!'he f resent atruc'ture l.B 

u1 Gothic design w:n;n three lancet w1nctows on eacn siae btn.1.g aurrounaed by brick 

quoins, set off 1ran 'tne yellow stucco walls {made to imitate asnlar masonry). The 

west tacade has a ta.11 square \pWer Wl tn Octagonal ate~ple and COntaJ.llS fol.lr tiers 

of w_ndows with the 38Jlie brick quoins and stain glass. plauJUog tae ~ower are two 

tall narrow lancet wi dows wi tn s'tal.n glass. The entrance is a douole door of 

lancet snape on the west siae of tne tower • 

The nave of the Church nas a very steeply pitched "A" roof covereu WJ. tt. sJ.ate • 

East of 'the nave is tne sanctuary, wnictl is lower than the nove, with a leonto 

on its eoutn side. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF HRUCTURE Endangered 

~ 6. LOC~ TION MAP (p/.., Optional} 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (.Author, Title, Pops} 
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, !:TC. 

Interior Exterior ooJ.. 

7.PHOTOGRAPH 0 
• NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE CIF RECORDER 

fy\. ·~ ~ow-.---<. 
M °"""l l ~ l~· ~ h. ..... c ..Q T rv-. i-

DATE OF RECORD Jan. 8, .L9b8 
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