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Mount Harmon 
(Prize House) 
600 Grove Neck Road (MD 282) 
Earleville 
Private 

c. 1788 

Mt. Harmon is an 18th century brick mansion built by Sidney George 

around 1788. The house was restored in the 1960s under the supervision of 

Albert Kruse, A.I.A., the architect of the State House restoration in New Castle, 

Delaware. The house measures 50' x 32', and the majority of the walls of the 

double pile structure are original. In the late 1920s a frame wing was built on the 

south gable. The five bay main facade, facing west, has a central door with a 

scrolled pediment and pineapple keystone supported by Ionic pilasters. 

Windows are 12/12 sash with splayed brick jack arches with stone keystones. A 

one-bay-wide pediment with a bullseye window and modillion raking cornice is 

centered on the hip roof, and is flanked by two gable-roofed dormers with round-

arched windows and pilasters. A single dormer of the same style appears 

between paired interior chimneys on both the north and south ends of the house. 

The east facade of the roof holds a single dormer between two pediments with 

bullseye windows. The top of the hip roof features a widow's walk with a Chinese 

Chippendale balustrade. A dentiled and modillioned cornice surrounds the roof 

on all sides. The east facade of the house is three bays wide, the two outer bays 

holding a 12/12 window with the same arches as on the front, and the central bay 

holds a tall round-arched window above a recessed door with pedimented 

surround. The north gable end of the building holds a single 12/12 sash window 

in the second story. The south gable end is covered by a two-story frame wing 



covered with beaded clapboard. This wing holds 6/6 sash windows. The interior 

of the house has been entirely reconstructed with a center hall containing a 

Chinese Chippendale stair leading to the third floor. The parlor on the north and 

the dining room on the south are fully paneled. Near the house stands a small 

one-story brick structure, formerly a kitchen for the farm. There are also stables 

and residences for the caretakers of the estate. West of the house stands the 18' 

x 24' hewn frame prize house mentioned in Sidney George Fisher's diary in the 

1830s. 

Mount Harmon is an important site because it was the home of several 

locally important citizens of lower Cecil County during the 17th, 18th, and 19th 

centuries. It is also important because the walls of the present mansion are 

those built during the 18th century, and are an object lesson in the study of 

Georgian architecture in Maryland. On the property is also an early prize house, 

used prior to 1830 when tobacco was the chief crop of lower Cecil County. 
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NAME 
co .... ON: 

Mount Harmon 
ANCIQR HISTORIC: 

!-OCATION -
S~~-T A.Ni:_i NUMBER: 

Grove Neck Road. 4 miles west of Cecilton 

COUNTY· 

Cecil 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY DATE 

r--------- - - - . ----

-

CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT. 

Earleville First 
STATE I CODE COUNTY: I C C!:'F' 

Maryland I 24 Ceci 1 I 01 s 
CLASSIFICATfON 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

D District 0 Bui !ding 0 Public Public Acquisition: IXl Occupied Yes: 

[!J Site D Structure IDQ Private 0 In Process LJ Unoccupied x< Restricted 

D Object 
ID 

Both D Being Considered 0 Preservation work 
:-1 Umestr1c1ed 

in pro~resr [:J No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More a& Appropriate) -· . . 

~ Agricultural D Government 0 Park 0 Transportation Q Comments 

D Commercial 0 Industrial :CJ Pri vote Residence 0 Other (Specify) ---- -- ---
D Ed1..1cotional [] Military 0 Religious -- -- . ·-
D Entertainment 0 Museum [l Scientific -. 
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~ MarQUerite duP. Boden 
STREET AND NUM~ER: 

Park Place 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Newark 
LOCATION OF LEG~L DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: 

Cecil County Courthouse 
ST_REET ANO NUMBER: 

Main Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

I . Elkton 
,, 

'_¥~RESf:NI~JIQ.N IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TlTLE OF SURVEY: 

Maryland Historical Trust 
. -

-----
DATE OF SURVEY: 1968 1 .. 1 Federal 

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

Maryland Historical Trust 
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2525 Riva Road 
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p DHCRIPTION ------------------------------f 

E=-~ood 
(Check One) 

C Fair Q Deter1 orated U Ruins ~= Une,., posed 

(Ch,.ck On") (Check One) 

[X Altered C Unaltered :_) Muved ~ Orig,nol Sile 

CONDITION T 
t------ ____ ___.__ __ 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE i 

I 

I 

Mt. Harmon is located on Grove Neck four miles west of Cecilton, Cecil / 
County and lies between the waters of Forman and McGill Creeks. It present-·\ 
ly consists of 400 acres. Within the designated area of Mt. Harmon Site 
stands the eighteenth century walls of a large brick mansion built by 
Sidney George around 1788. The house has been restored under the super
vision of Albert Kruse, A. I .A., architect of the State House restoration 
in New Castle, Delaware. Near the house stands a small one-story brick 
structure formerly a kitchen for the farm. There are also stables and 
residences for the_ caretakers of the estate. Near the Sassafras River 
stands the prize house mentioned in Sidney George Fisher's diary in the 
1830's. 

The house measures 50 feet by 32 feet and the majority of the walls of the 
"double pile" structure is original. In the late 1920's a frame wing was 
built on the south gable which contains a sitting room, den and porch on 
the first floor with bedrooms and bath above. The hypothetical restoration 
accomplished in the 1960's includes an ogee broken pediment above a doric 
architrave for the front entrance, a deck-on-hip roof with dormers having 
scrolled consoles, and the rear facade with double pedimented pavillions. 
Inside, one of the four original rooms was used as a kitchen and the 
corridor 'to the wing. The other three room~ have paneling and trim copied 
from examples in Delaware, Virginia and Maryland.·· The hall has a Chinese 
trellis stair ascending to the attic. Behind the house a sunken garden 
has been constructed with brick retaining walls and paths. Between the 
house and garden stand two huge yew trees, almost as large as those of Rose 
Hill closeby. 

West of t~e house stands the prize house, a hewn frame structure measuring 
approximately 18 by 24 feet. The prizing machinery housed there came from 
St. Mary's County, Maryland and is illustrated in Edwin Tunis' Colonial 
Living. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian CJ 16th Century 

0 15th Century j(J 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATE'Sl (If Applicable and Known) 

:t::; 18th Century 

X 19th Century 

_.,r r 

l .-r..- - (j. b 

20th Crntury 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Abor iginol 

(Checl< One or Mort: as Appropriate) 

0 Prehistoric 

0 Historic 

fiJ Agriculture 

0 Architecture 

~ 0 Art 

Ii] Conimerce 

CJ Corrimunicotions 

0 ca:;;servation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

[J 

D 
0 
0 
0 

iJ 

0 
n 

E ducoti on 

Engineering 

Industry 

Invention 

Landscape 

Architecture 

Literature 

Military 

Music 

':"l Pol iticol Urban Plonnrng 

[JC Religion 'Phi. Other (Sp··· if\-) 

losophy 

!' ! Science 

!- I Seu lpturc ., 
Socio I/Human-

itorion 

r-~ Theater 

T ronsportot1on 

Mount Harmon is an important site because it was the home of several }('c:il
ly important citizens of lower Cecil County during the seventeenth, ei&h
teenth and nineteenth centuries. It is also important because the walls 
of the present mansion are those built during the eighteenth century, 3nd 
are an object lesson in the study of Georgian architecture in Maryland. 
On the property is also an early prize house, used prior to 1830 when 
tobacco was the chief crop of lower Cecil County . 

Mt. Harmon was laid out originally on January 4, 1658 for Godfrey Harmon. 
In 1675, it came into the possession of William Ward Sr. (d. c. 1721) ~ho 
was appointed to the commission to lay out new towns in Cecil County in 
1683. He was Justice of the County Court in 1688, 92, and was a ~ember of 
the first vestry of North Sassafras Parish to which he donated a 300 acre 
farm still owned by the parish. Ward's children owned the farm and in 
1737 sold it to James Paul Heath . 

James Paul Heath (1712-45) also owned Worsell Manor and a tract calle<l 
Warwick. In his will of 1745, he stipulated that a town be laid out on 
part ~f the latter tract by the name of Warwick, it being on the Main 
Road across the peninsula. (George Washington mentions Warwick in un-

' flattering terms during one of his trips across the Eastern Shore). Heath 
married Rebecca, daughter of Daniel Dulaney, prominent lawyer of Annapolis . 
At the time of his death, James Paul Heath was worth over b3500, and his 

, inventory listed many and valuable belongings in the latest fashion. 

In 1761, the land consisting of over 1000 acres was sold to James Louttit, 
(died 1765) weal thy ,planter and merchant. · He had married Mary George, 
daughter of the most respected lawyer of Cecil County in that day. James 
Louttit's~inventory was worth b2695 in 1765. The eulogy preached at his 
funeral by Rev. William Barroll was printed by Benjamin Franklin in the 
same year . 

Mt. Harmon passed to his<son who died shortly thereafter. It was then soJJI 
by !'trs. Louttit to her Nephew and son-in-law, Sidney George Jr., in J78S. 

Sidney George Jr. (died 1817) studied law under Robert Goldsborough of 
Talbot County. He contributed to the founding of Washington Co1legc j11 

1782, and was Justice of the Peace for Cecil County in 1780-8~. Ile w:1·. :1 

member of the American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia. At hi~; d1·;11h. 
Mt. Harmon passed to his daughter. 

(PLEASE SEE CONTINUATION SHEET) 
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Marv land 
COUNTY 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Continuation Sheet) 
ENTRY NUMBER ~~ 

I I 
(Number all entries) 

Mt. Harmon 

#8. SIGNIFICANCE continued 

It was sold to Dr. John Thompson Veazey (1783-1839) in 1820, a physician well 
known and beloved in lower Cecil County. After eight years Dr. Veazey was 
unable to pay off the mortgage, and the property reverted to the ownership of 
Sidney George risher, grandson of Sidney George. 

I 

i 
Sidney George Fisher (1809-1871), lawyer of Philadelphia, whose diary on Phila-1 
delphia life was published recently under the title: ~ Philadelphia Perspccti n·~ 
visited Mt. Harmon frequently and contributed to the establishment of the I 
steam boat lines on the Sassafras River and was the first to introduce the 

·latest farming techniques to the area. He.wrote several books on law, politicsr 
slavery and poetry. At his death, Mt. Harmon passed to his son Sydney George 
Fisher. 

Sydney George Fisher (1856-1927), lawyer, is best known for writing histories 
of Pennsylvania and Delaware, biographies of Benjamin Franklin, William Penn 
and Daniel Webster, and the histories of the Constitution and the American 
Revolution. He was also a member of the Philosophical Society and the 
Athenaeurn of Philadelphia. The Library Company of Philadelphia was the bene
ficiary of Fisher's estate in 1927, but they soon sold the farm . 

In 1963 the house and farm was purchased by Mrs. Harry Clark Boden IV, direct 
descendant of James Louttit. Restoration of the house was undertaken by Mr. 
Albert Kruse A. I.A., the architect of the State House restoration, New Castle, 
Delaware. 
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f 9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Mrs. Harry Clarke Boden IV, Interview, 1972. I 

Cecil County Land Records, Elkton; and Hall of Records, Annapolis. i 

I 
Diary of Martha B. Forman, Cecil County Historical Society, Elkton. I 

I 
Diary of Sidney George Fisher, Pennsylvania Hist. Soc., Philadelphia. I 

I 

Records of Cecil County Historical Society. Elkton (Ward, Veazey, Heath, I ~ 
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! 10. GEOGRAPHl~Al. DATA 
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·-LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES L4.TITU('")E AN_C' LC'"'"'GIT·JDE COO_RDINA.TES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRQe>FRT"( 0 DEFINING THc.;. <.:t:.r.-T~R POINl OF A ?r'{OPERTY 

R1---- S'F L~~S THAN TEN ACRES 
----

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONG! TUDE I 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Second!> I NW 39 ° 23 25 . 76° 56· 50· 0 . 0 . 
I NE 39 ° 23 22 . 750 56· 07· 

I 
I 

39 ° 22. 42 • 760 56· 03-I SE 
c;.w 39" 22 44 . 76o_ 56· 55._ I 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 430 acres 
IL.IST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIE!! OVERLAPP'ING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: CODE COUNTY COl"E 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: conr: 

:STA.TE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STA.TE: CODE COUNTY: COOE 

f:l1. FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME ANO T! TL E: 

Michael o. Bourne, Co-ordinator of Field Services mh 
ORGANIZATION 

!DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust Mav 1973 
STREET ANC NUMBER":• 

2525 Riva Road 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE cor.E 

Annapolis Marv land •21401 /A 
p2. STATE LIAISON OFFlCER CERTIFICATION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

lional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

89-665), I hereby nominate this prope~t'{ for inclusion National Register 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

,.valuated accord~ !cf.the c·iteria and procedJ res set 

fo;th by the National Park Service. The recommended 

lrvcJ of Ri~nificunc-t.• Of this nomination is: 
Oireclor, Office of ArcheoloRY and HiAtoric Pre:.;crvstinn 

Nulionul i 1 Stuh· kl l,1u·ul j I 

I .'\ . ) [;·J!e (' ~ x' n jL' ' 
Name ) rL t\ ,, ; };) , Ct c,j o-c\._A-1 •' 

ATTEST: 
Orlando Ridout, IV 

Title State Historic Pres er1ratiOJ.l 
Office for Maryland Keeper of The National R"Risl•·r 

Dalt• J.~nua.rx: lZ. ] 924 [Jntf> 
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I. NAME 
COMMON 

Mount Harmon 
2. LOCATION 
ST A TE 

Maryland 
STREET ANO NU .... BER 

UNITED STATES OEPARTMENl OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

HATIOMAL REGISTER 0 F HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type a ll entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 

AND/OR HISTORIC NUMCRIC CODI! (A"•ltn l'd "' ,'VI'.~ ' 

I COUNTY 

Cecil 
'TOWN 

Earleville 

Grove N~...Road: four miles west of Ceci l ton 
3. PHOTO REFERENCE 

----------"T""----------------·----------------~ PHOTO CREDIT ·. DATE NEGATIVE FILl.:P AT 

Dannv Justice Snri n2 1972 Elkton, MarylanJ 
4. IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRl81: VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC, 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

HATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

COMMON ANO/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (l\Ull?n•d b)' NPS) 

2. LOCATION 
STATE 

Maryl and 
STREET ANO NUMBER 

Cecil 

Grove ~eek Road, foyr miles west of ~ecilton 
3. MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE 

\

DATE 

U.S.G.S. 7.5 minute map 
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Cecil County 
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COUNTY 
TOWN VICINITY Earleville 
STREET NO. 

ORIGINAL OWNER 
ORIGINAL USE dwelling 
PRESENT ow1o1E1{Mrs) Harry 
PRESENT USE dwelling 
WALL CONSTRUCTION brick 
NO. OF STORIES 2 i 1/2 

Clark 
Boden IV 

INVENTORY c~ --<., 

2. NAME Mt. Harmon 

DATE OR PERIOD 
STYLE Georgian 
ARCHITECT 
BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

~.NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE ANO DESCRIPTION OPEN 10. ~1,/BLJC , t t oy appoin men 
~V\lb~-N. Wj-

Mt . Harmon is at2 & 112-fstory brick mansion overlooking Back 
Creek off the Sassafras River . The west facade is five9bays lon1 
and has a central door with a scrolled pediment and pineapple 
finial. The flat brick arches above the windows have marble 
keystones . The dentil and modillion cornice encircles the 
hipped roof and there are three dormers . The east facade is 
three bays long with center door . The two flanking bays project 
from the block and at roof level, they are pedimented . There is , 
a single dormer between the two pediments. The double chimneys 
are on each end of the building and there is a Captain's watch 
on the roof. To the south is a two-story frame wing with 
beaded clapboard painted dark red . 

The interior has been entirely reconstructed with center hall 
containing a Chinese trellis stair leading to the third floor . 
The parlor on the north and the dining room on the south are 
both fully pane1ed . Behind the parlor is an office and behind 
the dining room is a cross hall and another small room • 

On the property is a reconstructed kitchen and prizing shed . 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF !TRUCTURE E'ndangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Pion Optlonol) 

D. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Autlior, Title, POfle•) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS. !:TC. 

Interior E xterlor 

7.PHOTOGRAPH 
9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 
Michael Bourne 
Maryland Historical Trust 

DATE OF RECORD Mav 11, 1968 
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Mount Harmon 
Near Earleville 

Elevation 
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