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Mount Harmon
(Prize House)
600 Grove Neck Road (MD 282)
Earleville
Private

Mt. Harmon is an 18th century brick mansion built by Sidney George
around 1788. The house was restored in the 1960s under the supervision of
Albert Kruse, A.l.A., the architect of the State House restoration in New Castle,
Delaware. The house measures 50' x 32', and the majority of the walls of the
double pile structure are original. In the late 1920s a frame wing was built on the
south gable. The five bay main facade, facing west, has a central door with a
scrolled pediment and pineapple keystone supported by lonic pilasters.
Windows are 12/12 sash with splayed brick jack arches with stone keystones. A
one-bay-wide pediment with a bullseye window and modillion raking cornice is
centered on the hip roof, and is flanked by two gable-roofed dormers with round-
arched windows and pilasters. A single dormer of the same style appears
between paired interior chimneys on both the north and south ends of the house.
The east facade of the roof holds a single dormer between two pediments with
bullseye windows. The top of the hip roof features a widow's walk with a Chinese
Chippendale balustrade. A dentiled and modillioned cornice surrounds the roof
on all sides. The east facade of the house is three bays wide, the two outer bays
holding a 12/12 window with the same arches as on the front, and the central bay
holds a tall round-arched window above a recessed door with pedimented

surround. The north gable end of the building holds a single 12/12 sash window

in the second story. The south gable end is covered by a two-story frame wing



covered with beaded clapboard. This wing holds 6/6 sash windows. The interior
of the house has been entirely reconstructed with a center hall containing a
Chinese Chippendale stair leading to the third floor. The parlor on the north and
the dining room on the south are fully paneled. Near the house stands a small
one-story brick structure, formerly a kitchen for the farm. There are also stables
and residences for the caretakers of the estate. West of the house stands the 18’
x 24' hewn frame prize house mentioned in Sidney George Fisher's diary in the
1830s.

Mount Harmon is an important site because it was the home of several
locally important citizens of lower Cecil County during the 17th, 18th, and 19th
centuries. It is also important because the walls of the present mansion are
those built during the 18th century, and are an object lesson in the study of
Georgian architecture in Maryland. On the property is also an early prize house,

used prior to 1830 when tobacco was the chief crop of lower Cecil County.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Mt. Harmon is located on Grove Neck four miles west of Cecilton, Cecii
County and lies between the waters of Forman and McGill Creeks. It present-|
ly consists of 400 acres. Within the designated area of Mt. Harmon Site
stands the eighteenth century walls of a large brick mansion built by
Sidney George around 1788. The house has been restored under the supcr-
vision of Albert Kruse, A.I.A., architect of the State House restoration
in New Castle, Delaware. Near the house stands a small one-story brick
structure formerly a kitchen for the farm. There are also stables and
residences for the caretakers of the estate. Near the Sassafras River
stands the prize house mentioned in Sidney George Fisher's diary in the
1830's.

The house measures 50 feet by 32 feet and the majority of the walls of the
"double pile" structure is original. In the late 1920's a frame wing was

! built on the south gable which contains a sitting room, den and porch on
the first floor with bedrooms and bath above. The hypothetical restoration
accomplished in the 1960's includes an ogee broken pediment above a doric
architrave for the front entrance, a deck-on-hip roof with dormers having
scrolled consoles, and the rear facade with double pedimented pavillions.
Inside, one of the four original rooms was used as a kitchen and the

| corridor to the wing. The other three roomshave paneling and trim copicd
from examples in Delaware, Virginia and Maryland. The hall has a Chinese
trellis stair ascending to the attic. Behind the house a sunken garden

i has been constructed with brick retaining walls and paths. Between the
house and garden stand two huge yew trees, almost as large as thosc of Rosc
Hill closeby.

West of the house stands the prize house, a hewn frame structure measuring
approximately 18 by 24 feet. The prizing machinery housed there camc from
St. Mary's County, Maryland and is illustrated in Edwin Tunis' Colonial

Living.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mount Harmon is an important site because it was the home of several local-
ly important citizens of lower Cecil County during the seventeenth, eigh-
teenth and nineteenth centuries. It is also important because the walls

of the present mansion are those built during the eighteenth century, zand

‘are an object lesson in the study of Georgian architecture in Maryland.

On the property is also an early prize house, used prior to 1830 when
tobacco was the chief crop of lower Cecil County.

Mt. Harmon was laid out originally on January 4, 1658 for Godfrey Harmon.
In 1675, it came into the possession of William Ward Sr. (d. ¢. 1721) who
was appointed to the commission to lay out new towns in Cecil County in
1683. He was Justice of the County Court in 1688, 92, and was a member of
the first vestry of North Sassafras Parish to which he donated a 300 acre
farm still owned by the parish. Ward's children owned the farm and in
1737 sold it to James Paul Heath.

James Paul Heath (1712-45) also owned Worsell Manor and a tract called
Warwick. In his will of 1745, he stipulated that a town be laid out on
part of the latter tract by the name of Warwick, it being on the Main

Road across the peninsula. (George Washington mentions Warwick in un-
flattering terms during one of his trips across the Eastern Shore). Heath
married Rebecca, daughter of Daniel Dulaney, prominent lawyer of Annapolis.
At the time of his death, James Paul Heath was worth over £3500, and his
inventory listed many and valuable belongings in the latest fashion.

In 1761, the land consisting of over 1000 acres was sold to James Louttit,
(died 1765) wealthy planter and merchant. - He had married Mary George,
daughter of the most respected lawyer of Cecil County in that day. James
Louttit's inventory was worth E2695 in 1765. The eulogy preached at his
funeral b& Rev. William Barroll was printed by Benjamin Franklin in the
same year.

!
Mt. Harmon passed to his .son who died shortly thereafter. It was then sold!
by yrs. Louttit to her Nephew and son-in-law, Sidney George Jr., in 178S.

Sidney George Jr. (died 1817) studied law under Robert Goldsborough of
Talbot County. He contributed to the founding of Washington Collcge in
1782, and was Justice of the Peace for Cecil County in 1780-83.  lic wi &
member of the American Philosophical Socicty, Philadelphia. At his death,
Mt. Harmon passed to his daughter. f

(PLEASE SEE CONTINUATION SHEET)
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#8. SIGNIFICANCE continued

It was sold to Dr. John Thompson Veazey (1783-1839) in 1820, a physician well
known and beloved in lower Cecil County. After eight years Dr. Veazey was
unable to pay off the mortgage, and the property reverted to the ownership of
Sidney George Fisher, grandson of Sidney George.

Sidney George Fisher (1809-1871), lawyer of Philadelphia, whose diary on Phila-
delphia life was published recently under the title: A Philadelphia Perspective;

|
i
i
|
|
i

~?

visited Mt. Harmon frequently and contributed to the establishment of the
steam boat lines on the Sassafras River and was the first to introduce the
-latest farming techniques to the area. He wrote several books on law, politics
slavery and poetry. At his death, Mt. Harmon passed to his son Sydney George
Fisher.

Sydney George Fisher (1856-1927), lawyer, is best known for writing histories
of Pennsylvania and Delaware, biographies of Benjamin Franklin, William Penn
and Daniel Webster, and the histories of the Constitution and the American
Revolution. He was also a member of the Philosophical Society and the
Athenaeum of Philadelphia. The Library Company of Philadelphia was the becne-
ficiary of Fisher's estate in 1927, but they soon sold the farm.

In 1963 the house and farm was purchased by Mrs. Harry Clark Boden IV, direct
descendant of James Louttit. Restoration of the house was undertaken by Mr.
Albert Kruse A.I.A., the architect of the State House restoration, New Castle,
Delaware. i
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