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7~ .· DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
. 0 Excellent IX] Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Altered iXJ Unoltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE Tt<E PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL AFPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved (29 Original Site 

Rose Hill stands on the highest knoll of ground in a 400 acre farm on 
Sassafras Neck, Cecil County, five miles west of Cecilton. The house sits 
nearly a mile north of the river and commands a view of the undulating 
ground, the Sassafras River and Kent County beyond. · 

Seperated from the field by a "ha ha," the house is the product of four 
major building periods. The first, a gambrel roof frame structure, was 
built at the end of the 18~h or the beginning of the 19th Century in a 
form very common to rural Tidewater Maryland. East thereof, a two and a 
half story brick "town house" was constructed in 1837. A small frame 
kitchen and a one story wing were built in the 1960's. East of the house 
are early outbuildings, including a smoke house, ice house and shed. 

The gambrel section of the house is coveTed \:i th chamfered clapboard a;1d 
on both facades there is a leant~ porch. The latter is recorded i~ ~ 19th 
Century watercolor in the ccllection of the Maryland Historical Society. 
The interior of this secti0n consists of two rooms and a central hall on 
both floors. Its interior trim is more refin:;d tr.:m most gambrel-roof 
dwellings, with double crossette trim aro . .md the doors and windows, chair 
rail with gouge carving, and a semicircular fanlight above the door be­
tween the east room and hall. Beneath the window tri~ are paneled pilas­
ters. Fluted pilasters are built beneath the walnut half-rail along the 
stair; the balustrade and over half of the trim of the west room is a re­
placement. The second floor remains undisturbed, with the exception of a 
bath at the head of the stairs. 

V' 

m 
m 

z 

From the.east room, there is a step up into the 1837 wing. Its floor plan 
consist" .of a stair hall and parlor south of a dining room. The ceilings 

1 

are quite tall, with plaster cornices and acanthus leaf medallions in the I O 
center of the ceilings with other dec0rative devices flanking the fireplacer.z 
Black Egyptian marble mantels in the Empire style are in both first story tn 

rooms. Those on the second floor are plain and call to mind the slate 
mantels used in ante-bellum houses of the area. The window trim, with 

n 
-f 

corner blocks, extends to the baseboard. There are recessed paneled shut- I 
ters in the windows. Two of the windows, one on each gable, are gyb doors 
to the exterior. Between the dining room and parlor is a pair of large I 
folding double doors, original to the house. Th~re are, in addition to 1 

the second floor rooms, two on the third with plain mantels and lighted by I' 

a single dormer each, and an attic lighted by two lunette windows on the 
gables. At the top of the roof ls a Jeck bet\:een the pair of chimr.eys on J 

the east and the single chimney of the west. The kitchen was formerly f 
in the basement of the 1837 section; it was remodeled to a recreation roomj 
in the 1960 's, using the wood from tne huge cherry tree which was felled b 
a stor.n. 

When the kitchen was added in the early 1960's, the original p:::irtion of th 
house was copied, but in the late l'.)60's, no attempt was made to copy the i 
original, a compatible contemporary structure was built for the convenienc 
of the retired owners. The latter was designed by the firm of Victorine 
Hcmesey of Wilmington. 

.l.:.-
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fll< SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate.' 

O Pre-Columbion i 0 l6!h Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATEISl (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Educotion 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

~ Architecture ~ Landscape 

0 Art Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications !!! Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
D 

!Xi 18th Century 

~ 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia I/Human-

itarian 

Theater 

Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

The principle area of significance of Rose Hill is that it was the home 
of General Thomas Marsh Forman (1756 - 1845), who served as a young man 
in the Revolution, at the battles of Land Island, Monmouth, Trenton and 
Brandywine, and again as an officer in the War of 1812. He was a member 
of the Maryland General Assembly for three terms between 1790 and 1800; 
was commander of the first Brigade, Maryland Militia, and was a president 
of the Maryland Jockey Club in 1830, being an avid horseman most of his 
life. 

Secondarily, the house is a good historical document on changing tastes ar.d 
how a rural early 19th Century gentleman farmer lived. His second wife has 
left us a diary in which she describes the day-to-day life of this Cecil 
County farm. One of the best of her legacies lies in a depressioP west of 
the house - the remains of her garden, with numerous boxwood and holly 
specimens. In one corner of the garden stand two of the !argest yew trees 
living in the United States. 

Rose Hill was bequeathed to General Forman by his grandfather, Thomas Marsh 
in 1776, His parents lived on th~ farm, but it is yet undetermined when 
the General took it over. The tract consists of two parcels called "Chance", 
and ''Wheeler's Point"; both 17th Century patents. Upon his death, in 1845, I 
it was devised to his grandson provided he take the name of Thomas Marsh 
Forman, which he did and subsequently inherited the vast estate which Formanl 
had acquired. Late in the 19th Century, William Ward purchased and lived on 
the farm. He was a member of the Maryland Legislature as had been the owner 
of the century before. Rose Hill is important locally as one of the great 
mansions of the Tidewater region. 
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HISTORIC AMERICAN OUILDI NGS SURVEY 

7 INVENTORY ( -2. 
VICINITY 

1. sTAreMaryland 

couNTY Cecil 
TOWN Grove Neclc 
STRHT NO. 

2· NAME Ri"S"8 HILL 
cl 18:20'5 

ORIGINAL OWNER -----

ORIGINAL USE Dwelling ~ . 

DATE OR PERIOO. 1700? 'lililO ---~ 
sTYLE . :;::i.ryla.nd Gambrel and .Federal 

ARCHITECT 
PRESENT OWN ER Alexander Cassatt 

• BU ILDER 
p Resrn T use "Dwelling 1---~------------------1 
WALL CONSTRUCTION clapboard ~d brick 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS use 

NO. OF STORIESCo-::'Jined ho· e . 
4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC NO 

Rose Hill is a curious combination of a Maryland gambrel 
colonial and a Philadelphia style town house . The old section 
of the house is a one- and-a-half storey Maryland gambrel 
construc~egaJ.?f wide old clapboard. It has an enclosed chimney 
on *9 ~ ~Rd. It is fi Ye bays long vii th a central door. 
'rwo of the windows are six- over- six sashes and two a"'e 
nine- ovei·- nine . There are three six- over- ix shed dormers on 
the roof. Added to ~~·s.'ffiG good , late seventeenth cen°tur'J 
house, in lT";IO 1 ~ was a tall 1'edera1 style townhouse , ..i:he 
res1Jl ting proportions !J.!'e awkward and amusing. This house is 
three bays w.1.de and four deep with a very high steep roof which 

L 1 term naues in a flat ridge on the top, surmounted by ~ wooden 
)f\'(oALF · 7 ·:OS• 'l'here are tw) chimneys on 11he _eft e! d with a curtain 

between and Jne on the right end, .Chere is one pedi.i1en"Jed 
dor~~~U the front roof with Doric pilaste~s . The door occupies 
the ~c.

0

front bay . U.l the windows are six- over-six sashes 
with panelled shutters. ~his sect on of the 1ouse is o~ 
s~accoed brick. The earden door has a very delicate overii ht . 
rhere are many old boxwoods on the gardens around ROSE HI:LL 
and a lovely view of the river. 

'fhis property :is excellently maintained nnd is noteworthy 
for corr/raining two fine examples of two distinct and important 
architectural types. rheir combination is 1nteresti g and 
curious and makes ROSE HI.LL a remarkable piece of architecture • 

s. PHYSICAL CONDl"!"ION OF nRUCTURE Endong•r•d )/':) Et !hiJJ!it I '.r Exterior 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Pion 0ptlona11 7. PHOTOGRAPH I D3o \ - 1 i.J 
3 PUBLISHED SOURCES (Autl.or, Title, Pog<ts} ·NAME, ADDRESS ANO TITLE (tF RECORDER 

......--... INTERVIEWS, RECORDS. PHOTOS, '.:TC. 

(=0 .. rn,....., ea..11 WI~"" .. Pl~k.~ .... 10,:4-, f· 
.:23C. - 2 3 "'& 

Paul Al;?.It B.L~inlonan 

15 December 

DA TE OF RE CORO 



CE- 2'7 

The center ha I I of the gambre I w 1 ng of Rose Hi 11 has carved chair 

rai I, denti I cornice delicate stair to the second floor anJ Jog 

ear molding around the doors. The two rooms flanking the hal I also 

have woodwork of the I ate 18th century. 

Inside the 19th century wing the stair rises to the attic 

The parlor and dining room have black Egyptian marble mantels of the 

Empire style with engaged columns. The cei I ings of the latter two 

rooms are decorated with Empire plasterwork banks around the rooms 

and medal I ions in the center from which hang fixtures. 



ROOE HILL 

An eagle's nest, high in an old pine tree, stands as a solitary sentinel 
at the entrance to the long drive up to Rose Hill. 

The first sight of Rose Hill is that of surprise - the surprise of the 
sleek, vertical lines of a sophisticated town house balanced by the 
low-hugging spread of the wings. And beyond, a broad expanse of 
descending meadowland, dipping down to the Sassafras River. 

This is Rose Hill, its wings having been built at approximately century 
and a half intervals, the first constructed between 1680-1685 by 
Thomas Marsh. This low frame, Jacobean dwelling, now the center and 
main entrance, he left to his grandson, General Thomas Marsh Forman 
of Revolutionary War fame, who in turn in 1814 added a wing to meet 
his own needs - a three story brick addition, elegantly tall and trim, 
in order to please his wife who admired Philadelphia city houses. 

Both General Forman and his wife are buried on the place, south of the 
house, below what had once been their rose garden. On Mrs. Forman's 
tomb, the General had inscribed that 11 the troubles of her husband were 
alleviated by her counsels and sweetened by her endearments - he put 
his heart on her bosom and received comfort". 

During the Forman's occupancy, life at Rose Hill was synonymous with 
the Maryland way of life. Here hospitality was dispensed with spontaneous 
lavishness. Here General Forman stabled his race horses. Here, at the 
behest of a devoted wife, he set about beautifying his estate until it 
was one of the garden spots of the country. 

Mrs. Forman's diary reveals that they set out more than 60 varieties 
of rare trees and shrubs, fruit and nut trees. In 1818 alone, Mrs. Forman 
set out 1,400 cuttings of boxwood. 

Much box still remains - some of it ringing circles of four holly trees 
which in turn surround a fifth center holly tree. Two magnificent yew 
trees are thought to be the largest in America, and the cucumber tree, 
one of the finest specimens in Maryland. There are the lindens, the 
willow-oaks, and a huge old oak with a span of 145 feet. 

Legend has it that the General (who in 1830 was the first president of 
the Pimlico Jockey Club, later the Maryland Jockey Club) buried one of 
his favorite race horses here. One former occupant of Rose Hill remains 
firm to this day in her insistence of having seen the ghost of this 
stallion, shod with silver shoes, crying eerily at the farm gate. 

The two wings added by Mr. Cassatt represent his thoughtful contribution 
at Rose Hill to nearly 300 years of life lived with the charm of the past 
and yet the promise of the future. 
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