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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC 

BEERS BARN/FINLEY BARN 
AND/OR COMMON 

llLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Fairhill NRMA, west of Big Elk Creek at covered bridge 
CITY. TOWN 

Fairhill ...;)(....VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT -~UBLIC XOCCUPIED 

XBUILDING(S) _PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS XYES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

4th 
COUNTY 

Cecil 

PRESENT USE 

-XAGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

State of Maryland, Dept. of Natural ResourceJ!elephone #: 
STREET & NUMBER 

Tawes State Office Building 
CITY. TOWN 

Annapolis' - VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE ' zip code 
Md. 

STATE 

IJREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

X.GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

2>.LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X-ORIGrNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Similar in most respects to the nearby Finley Barn (CE-301-A), 
the Beers Barn is a three level structure on a sloping site 
with rubble stone walls (dressed Quoins) on the east, north 
and west, with major access on the north via a heavy timber 
frame board and batten bridge to the upper level. The bridge 
crosses a dugout portion of the bank north of the north wall, 
giving northern access to the middle level as well. ~he stone 
wall which held the bank remains in part. Above the stone walls 
(which are level) is a gable roof, ridge running east-west, with 
board and batten gable ends. The barn is extended from the 
stone walls on the south by a heavy timber board and batten 
extension, with a shed roof to the main gable. The extension 
rests on large rough hewn beams and half-sawn logs supported 
on heavy wooden sawn posts, leaving an open space below the 
lower barn floor, or a mow. The structure was further enlarged 
in the 1940's by two board and batten additions! a three-level 
extension from the north wall with a gable roof (east-west); 
and a one story extension to the mow (making the mow into an 
enclosed lower level room) on the south, with a north-south 
gable roof. 

There is a stone plaque on the east wall with the date 1826 
inscribed. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



_II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _.ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 _.ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 XAGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

X-1800-1899 -COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900- -COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY! 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1826 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This barn is connected by proximity to the Beers House (CE-300) 
and two outbuildings of significant age. Most of the land in 
the vicinity was owned for much of the 19th century by the 
Finley family, including the farm, houses and barn just west 
of Big Elk Creek, across the covered bridge, from the Beers 
barn (CE-301). The Finley and Beers barns are nearly identical, 
(with the exception of extra additions to the Beers barn) 
sufficiently so as to conjecture comparable dates, builders, and 
perhaps owners. Barns of more than 100 years of age are rare 
in Maryland, and documented dates (in this case, by the stone 
plaque with the inscribed 1826) are difficult to find. These 
two barns are probably among the oldest extant in the state. 
(cf. Finley Barn, CE-301-A) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

fmGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

N/A 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

N/A 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

J.H.D. Hnedak, DNR Survey 1978/79 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Near Fair Hill 
Southeast Elevation 
MOB/1971 
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