
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST CE-321 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Gassaway House 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Charles Street, east side, 3rd, house south of Second Street 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Chesapeake City —VICINITY OF F i r _ s ± 
STATE COUNTY 

Maryland Cecil 

CLASSIFI CATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
—DISTRICT _PUBLIC J^tfEcUPIED —AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

J£B*UILDING(S) J^tTfvATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —PARK 

—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL ^PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—OBJECT _ | N PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

^ f i <5 —MILITARY —OTHER: 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Robert & Evelyn Gassaway Telephone #; 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN STATE , Z i p COde 

Chesapeake City — VICINITY OF Mary land 21915 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION L i b e r # : ¥ A S N o . 1 9 2 

COURTHOUSE, Cec-U P o l i o # : 453 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. 

STREETS. NUMBER 

Main Street 
CITY, TOWN STATE 

Elkton Maryland 21921 
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

—FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED _UNALTERED ^ORIGtNAL SITE 

^ O O D _RUINS J^JTLTERED _MOVED DATE 

_FAIR _UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Gassaway House is a neat two story, two bay wide structure -
with lower two story wing on the east side thereof. The walls of 
the building are covered with white aluminum and the roof is covered 
with red raised seam tin. A brick chimney rises from the north 
gable and a second one rises in the middle of the rear wing. 

Along the first story facade is an enclosed porch which is 
also covered with aluminum siding, sliding windows extend around 
the former porch. The windows of the main house have 1/1 sash and 
the trim is painted green. 

North of the building along the sidewalk is a privet hedge. 

• 

» 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— 1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE 

— 1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

— 1600-1699 -ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

— 1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER 

j*?l800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

— 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY J^OLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) 

—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Gassaway House is similar to its neighbors along Charles 
Street and maintains a certain uniformity not found on the other 
streets of Chesapeake City. 

The original lease for this property is dated October 4, 1856 
and shows that Henry Robinson was the leasee. The title search of 
this property shows some of the things that can happen to lease­
hold property. "In 1901, Robinson's lease was extinguished; the 
property was then in possession of a certain Egee, by purchase, 
as well as by reentry, the said Egee having failed to pay the rent 
in said leasehold." At this point the lease reverted to the Bayard 
estate and was transferred to George Woolsey Hodge who bought some 
fifty leases from the Bayard heirs in October, 1901. 

Because the house has been well maintained it has architectural 
significance. 

The present owner is the first black mayor of Chesapeake City, 
elected to that office by eighty percent of the voters, two per cent 
of which are black. 

i 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



CE-321 

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

• 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Michael Bourne & Katherine Wein May 12, 1976 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

South Chesapeake City Historic District Commission ._ 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

r./n Town n m i n r . i l o f Chesapeake C i t y (301 ) 885-5298 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Chesapeake City Maryland 21915 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

nminr.il


CE-321 
Gassaway House 
Charles St. 
Chesapeake City 
Elkton Quad. 
Cecil County 



CE-321 
Gassaway House 
208 Charles Street, Chesapeake City 
Sanborn Map 1933, Sheet 4 
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CE-321 
Gassaway House 
208 Charles Street, Chesapeake City 
Elkton quadrangle 1992 
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Cecil County Tax Map 200, Parcel 1 
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