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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM 

Ewing House and Store Inventory Number: 

NR Eligible: yes 

no 

CE-405 

Address: 356 Fair Hill Drive (MD 213) Historic district: yes X no 

City: Elkton (Fair Hill Vicinity) Zip Code: 21921 County: Cecil 

Property Owner: Miken Limited Partnership Tax Account ID Number: 005627 

Tax Map Parcel Number(s) : 10 Tax Map Number: 
~~~~~~~~-

13 

Project: MD 273 at MD 213 Road Widening Agency: FHW NSHA 

Agency Prepared By: MD SHA Architectural Historian 

Preparer's Name: Anne E. Bruder Date Prepared: 08/06/2004 

Documentation is presented in: Project Review and Compliance Files 

Preparer's Eligibility Recommendation: x Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: X A B xc D Considerations: A B c D E F G 

Complete if the property is a contributing or non-contributing resource to a NR district/property: 

Name of the District/Property: 

Inventory Number: Eligible: yes Listed: yes 

visit by MHT Staff yes X no Name: Date: 

Description of Property and Justification: (Please attach map and photo) 

The Ewing House and Store was surveyed and included in the MIHP in 1975. At that time, the building was covered in stucco and 
the enclosed porch on the north side of the building had three sets of triple double-sash 2 over 2 windows with a French door 
entrance. The building continues to be used as a store, but rather than a general store, it is now a specialty shop featuring equine 
and canine goods and services. The exterior porch has been changed, and the former triple windows are now large plate glass shop 
windows. The German siding has been covered with vinyl siding. The stucco has been removed to show the original stone 
exterior. The windows in the main body of the building appear to be replacements, although they continue to be 2 over 2 
windows. 

The setting was changed by the construction of the late 1980s Fair Hill Village Market, a group of small businesses. The new 
building and its parking lot wrap around two sides of the former Ewing House and Store on the south and west sides. 

Fair Hill is a small linear village in northeastern Cecil County. By the 1850s it was made up of a post office, a shoe shop and a 
hotel and a store, as well as several residences. The Mitchell House Tavern or Hotel was constructed during the second half of the 
eighteenth century and helped to establish the building pattern for Fair Hill, with its location on the northeast corner of the 
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tersection of the Elkton, Andora and Lewisville Plank Road and Telegraph Road. On the 1858 Martenet Map, the building is 
dentified as a store and hotel. Also on the Martenet Map, three other buildings, the Fair Hill Races Clubhouse (identified as the 

Brokaw House) in the southeast quadrant, the Ewing House and Store (identified on the 1858 Martenet Map as the Tunison House) 
in the southwest quadrant and the Leroy H . Scott House (identified on the 1858 Map as Mrs. Sullivan's House) in the northwest 
quadrant of the intersection, formed the center of the village. The Brokaw, Mitchell and Tunison Houses have a similar building 
style: one wing of the building is wood and another is stone. The Sullivan House is constructed of wood. 

The houses face the former Elkton, Andora and Lewisville Plank Road, a toll road extending from Elkton north through Fair Hill to 
Pennsylvania. SHA took over the road and in 1926 paved both the Plank Road and Telegraph Road between Fair Hill and Calvert, 
making both state highways (Seventeenth, Eighteenth and Nineteenth Annual Reports of the State Road Commission). As the 
Eisenhower Interstate System planning began, SHA (then the State Roads Commission) studied constructing an expressway 
through Fair Hill. However, other plans for the what has become the Kennedy Memorial Highway or I-95, supplanted the plan to 
connect US 40 with the Pennsylvania State line. SHA has made improvements to MD 273. In 1972, it relocated a portion of the 
road so that it no longer passed through Fair Hill, but instead went to the north. Because of the new SHA policy for limited access, 
all of the driveways and ancillary roads that connected various farm fields were relocated so that traffic moved on the highway 
unimpeded. 

The Ewing House and Store continues to be used for commercial and residential purposes, but the loss of its windows and the 
alteration of the exterior porch, as well as the loss of part of its historic setting have lessened its integrity of setting, materials, 
workmanship, association and feeling. As a result, the Ewing House and Store is not eligible for inclusion in the National Register 
of Historic Places under Criteria A (events) and C (architecture). Research undertaken for this project did not identify persons of 
significance, so Criterion B was not met, while Criterion D was not investigated as part of this portion of the study. Because the 
Ewing Property has been subsumed into the larger parcel for the Fair Hill Village Market, historic boundary for the property is 
coterminous with the boundary for Tax Parcel 10 on Cecil County Tax Map 13. 
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