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Facing Bohemia Avenue at Third Street is another store build-
ing, the front half being frame covered with asbestos shingle and
the rear being built of concrete block, painted white.

Its facade has an inset door, raised above the street by two
steps, flanked by two large windows. To the north are adjoining
door and window, with a third door in a leanto addition. On the
second story are five windows with 6/6 sash, one of which retains
original louvered shutters.

At the bottom of the 'A' roof, the ends of the rafters are
exposed. It appears to be a late 19th century store building
which was doubled in size in the twentieth century.

The build ing would be improved if shutters were replaced on

the second story windows and an awning or porch were built
around the over-large windows.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecturally, the I.0.0.F. building is of interest to the
town as a late 19th century structure used for commercial interests.
In its present condition and form it speaks of varied uses as well
as expansion of commercial enterprise. In general it can be class-
ified as a vernacular commercial structure of which there are several
on Bohemia Avenue.

The Independent Order of 0dd Fellows, Bohemia Lodge #68, owner
of this building, was chartered on February 13, 1850. It is the
oldest lodge in Cecil County and the second oldest in the state.
Charter members of the lodge were John A. Thompson, J. Mearns,

S.I. Cropper, Absalom P. Cropper, Peter Marriner, William P. Cropper
and James S. Schultz.

The lodge building has been used as a store for many years.
Mr. Bungard kept a grocery store here until the 1940's. Porches
extended over the sidewalk giving shelter to customers and produce
alike. Behind the store was an open courtyard faced by a small
house, a wagon shop, a two story building used as a paint shop for
wagons and carriages and a blacksmith shop. When horses provided
transportation for men and materials this was a busy place. The
second floor of the paint shop was used as a practice hall for the
town band. This town band played at local affairs, serenaded impor-
tant people passing through the Canal, and on occasion, provided
music on steamboat excursions. Some who remember the band early
in this century, say dancing was difficult to their music, but
none criticize the enthusiasm of the band members.

Garages have replaced the wagon shop and blacksmith shop and
the area behind the lodge is no longer a center of activity.
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[§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Michael Bourne & Katherine Wein April 15, 1976
ORGANIZATION DATE
South Chesapeake City Historic District Commission
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
f sapeake Cit 0l1) 885-5298

CITY OR TOWN STATE
Chesapeake City Maryland 21915

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Bohemia Ave. & 3™ St.
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Bohemia Avenue and Third Street, Chesapeake City
Sanborn Map 1933, Sheet 4
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