
CE-444 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Odd Fellows Building 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Bohemia Avenue; N.W. corner Third Street 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

C h e s a p e a k e C i t y — VICINITY OF F i r s t 
STATE COUNTY 

Maryland Cecil 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
_DISTRICT —PUBLIC ^—OCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

_£BUILDING(S) V^PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED ^COMMERCIAL —PARK 

—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—OBJECT _ I N PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

V'NO —MILITARY MOTHER: 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Independent Order of Odd Fellows Telephone #: 
STREET& NUMBER 

c/o E.D. Dolor 
CITY. TOWN STATE , Z i p COde 

C h e s a p e a k e C i t y — VICINITY OF M a r y l a n d 2 1 9 1 5 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION T 
Liber #: ¥ G P N o . 3 

COURTHOUSE. Ceci l County Courthouse Fol io #: 347 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. 

'STREET & NUMBER 

Courthouse Building 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Slkton Maryland 21921 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

—FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION CE-444 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED !LORIGrNAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS V^ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

V^FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Facing Bohemia Avenue at Third Street is another store build
ing, the front half being frame covered with asbestos shingle and 
the rear being built of concrete block, painted white. 

Its facade has an inset door, raised above the street by two 
steps, flanked by two large windows. To the north are adjoining 
door and window, with a third door in a leanto addition. On the 
second story are five windows with 6/6 sash, one of which retains 
original louvered shutters. 

At the bottom of the 'A' roof, the ends of the rafters are 
exposed. It appears to be a late 19th century store building 
which was doubled in size in the twentieth century. 

The buiHing would be improved if shutters were replaced on 
the second story windows and an awning or porch were built 
around the over-large windows. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE CE-444 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— 1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION _LAW —SCIENCE 

— 1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

— 1600-1699 ^ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY ^SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

— 1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER 

JC1800-1899 ^COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

— 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) 

—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Architecturally, the I.O.O.F. building is of interest to the 
town as a late 19th century structure used for commercial interests. 
In its present condition and form it speaks of varied uses as well 
as expansion of commercial enterprise. In general it can be class
ified as a vernacular commercial structure of which there are several 
on Bohemia Avenue. 

The Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Bohemia Lodge #68, owner 
of this building, was chartered on February 13, 1850. It is the 
oldest lodge in Cecil County and the second oldest in the state. 
Charter members of the lodge were John A. Thompson, J. Mearns, 
S.I. Cropper, Absalom P. Cropper, Peter Marriner, William P. Cropper 
and James S. Schultz. 

The lodge building has been used as a store for many years. 
Mr. Bungard kept a grocery store here until the 1940's. Porches 
extended over the sidewalk giving shelter to customers and produce 
alike. Behind the store was an open courtyard faced by a small 
house, a wagon shop, a two story building used as a paint shop for 
wagons and carriages and a blacksmith shop. When horses provided 
transportation for men and materials this was a busy place. The 
second floor of the paint shop was used as a practice hall for the 
town band. This town band played at local affairs, serenaded impor
tant people passing through the Canal, and on occasion, provided 
music on steamboat excursions. Some who remember the band early 
in this century, say dancing was difficult to their music, but 
none criticize the enthusiasm of the band members. 

Garages have replaced the wagon shop and blacksmith shop and 
the area behind the lodge is no longer a center of activity. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



CE-444 
MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
-

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Michael Bourne & Katherine Wein April 15, 1976 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

South Chesapeake City Historic District Commission 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

o/n Town Council of Chesapeake City (301) 885-5298 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Chesapeake City , Maryland 21915 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 



CE-444 
Odd Fellows Building 
Bohemia Ave. & 3rd St. 
Chesapeake City 
Elkton Quad. 
Cecil County 
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CE-444 
Odd Fellows Building 
Bohemia Avenue and Third Street, Chesapeake City 
Sanborn Map 1933, Sheet 4 
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CE-444 
Odd Fellows Building 
Bohemia Avenue and Third Street, Chesapeake City 
Elkton quadrangle 1992 
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