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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Few buildings on Bohemia Avenue possess gables attached to
their facades. One other building located adjacent Mrs. Benson's !
house has such a Victorian feature. The facade of Caldwell house
is very similar to the Kinter Tenement, but there is a bay window
on the north gable and the one story porch follows the configura-
tion of the facade and bay window, creating a semi-octagonal
screened porch. There is lattice between brick piers and the columns
supporting the roof are round. Between the columns are runs of
turned balustrade. The facade is three bays wide with entrance
on the northermost bay. All walls are covered with white aluminum
siding and the windows have 1/1 sash and white trim. As mentioned
above, there is a gable in the center of the green asphalt shingle
roof. On the west side of the structure is a long two story wing,
two bays having the ridge running east-west and the end having the
ridge running north-south.

The house stands in a good size yard and has many fine trees
and shrubbery.

Behind the dwelling is a modern two car garage covered with
aluminum siding, opening onto Fourth Street.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Caldwell's House is architecturally of interest due to the fact
that it has basically an earlier form, but its gable on the facade
gives it a Victorian Gothic element and the porch reflects the taste
of the Queen Anne's style. It is scaled favorably with its neigh-
bor to the north and is a good transitional building for the corner
of the street, because it has an interesting side view which is due
to subsequent additions. The specimen trees are also very important
to the appearance of the south end of Bohemia Avenue.

The father of the present owner of the house, Hugh W. Caldwell,
Sr., holds an important place in the development of the Cecil County
educational system. Hugh W. Caldwell, Sr., was Superintendent of
Schools for Cecil County, holding that position until his death in
1926. Hugh Caldwell, Sr. came to Chesapeake City in 1898 having
been educated at Jacob Tome Institute in Port Deposit, Maryland. He
served as a teacher and later as principal, in 1901, of the newly
established high school in Chesapeake City. At this time, one room
of the six room building on West Third Street was set aside for the
high school students. Mr. Caldwell conducted his classes in one end
of the room; his assistant, Miss Alice Perry, used the other end.
There were twenty-six high school students in 1901; four in that
year's graduating class.

Until this time, students going on to college or preparing for
a profession, went to a private school. Naturally, this higher
education was welcomed by the community.

Mr. Caldwell bought this house in 1916 for $2,100.00 from Lillie
K. Barwick and her husband Oakley. It has always been used as a
private residence since the builder, Richard B. Stubbs, occupied
the house in 1874.
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Michael Bourne & Katherine Wein April 27, 1976

ORGANIZATION DATE

South Chesapeake City Historic District Commission

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

c/o Town Council of Chesapeake City (301) 885-5298

CITY OR TOWN STATE

Chesapeake City Maryland 21915

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Caldwell House
Bohemia Ave. & 4" St.
Chesapeake City
Elkton Quad.
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Caldwell House

327 Bohemia Avenue, Chesapeake City
Sanborn Map, 1933, Sheet 4
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