
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST CE-502 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Davis-Hodge Duplex 
LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Charles Street, west side, 1st house south of Second Street 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

C h e s a p e a k e C i t y — VICINITY OF F i r s t 
STATE COUNTY 

Maryland Cecil 
CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

—DISTRICT _ P U B L I C J^F?CCUPIED —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

*?B"UILDING(S> P R I V A T E —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL _ PARK 

_STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL "^FMVATE RESIDENCE 

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISIT ION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—OBJECT —IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

Vfflb —MILITARY —OTHER: 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Henry V. & Elosie H. Davis Telephone #:(301) 885-5167 
STREETS. NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE , Z i p C o d e 

Chesapeake City — VICINITY OF Mary land 21915 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION L i b e r # . 
. COURTHOUSE. Cecil County Courthouse Folio #: 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. 

STREETS. NUMBER 

Main Street 
CITY, TOWN STATE 
E l k t o n Maryland ?1Q?1 
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

—FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

'"•- '•••'•• ; . . . . . _ _ _ ' 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED .^CfllGrNAL SITE 

ĵ fec-OD _RUINS A L T E R E D _MOVED DATE 

_FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The house closest the corner of Charles and Second Streets on 
the west side of Charles Street is a duplex. It is constructed on 
brick piers and has a brick chimney with terrecotta chimney pot. 
The sides of the four bay long, two bay deep building are covered 
with white molded german siding, the same type used on the Davis 
House and the only dwelling facing Fourth Street. Like the duplex 
on Third Street at the corner of Pine, it has an 'A' roof over the 
front half of the building and a leanto over the two story rear por­
tion. The entrances to the two units are located on the outfcer bays. 
The two windows between and four windows above have 6/6 sash and form­
erly had shutters. A secondary entrance is located on the north 
side of the rear. It has a small leanto porch. 

The building is neatly painted but the steps are in poor condi­
tion. An unpainted picket fence extends from the division of the 
two dwellings northward. 

Installation of shutters and possibly a hood above the entrance 
would enhance the appearance of the building. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE CE-502 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— 1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE 

— 1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

— 1600-1699 ^^ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

— 1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER 

*j^i8oo-i899 C O M M E R C E _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

— 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) 

—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Like the duplexes on Third. Street, this house is representative 
of a form of dwelling built for families who worked on the C. & D. 
Canal. Its siding is unusual and similar to its neighbor as well 
as the Vaughn-Lupfer House and the Davis House. 

Early in the 1870's, Harvey Burgett established a sawmill on 
the south side of Back Creek and at the west end of Second Street. 
The mill was a big one with drying sheds, offices, and the milling 
sheds covering about four acres of ground. This house was apparently 
built on part of the "Mill Lot", and may have been occupied by either 
the mill owner himself or by one of his employees. 

Chesapeake City before 1850 was surrounded by forests and mills 
such as this one whittled away at the hardwood tree stands. Much 
timber was floated down the series of Susquehanna canals from central 
Pennsylvania but local woodsmen, anxious to take advantage of the 
cash market for timber, cut trees locally and hauled them to local 
mills. Farmers often cut timber from their own woods, had it sawed 
into beams and boards and built farm buildings themselves. 

Burgett's mill was a busy place until it was destroyed by fire 
around 1890.' Harvey Burgett died in 1893 and his estate was event­
ually divided. This house was sold and has been home for Canal men 
and their families ever since. It is now a rental property. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Michael Bourne & Katherine We in May 12, 1976 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

South Chesapeake City Historic District Commission 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

c/o Town Council of Chesapeake City (501) 885-5298 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Chesapeake Citv Maryland 21915 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- 1108 



CE-502 
Davis-Hodge Duplex 
Charles St. 
Chesapeake City 
Elkton Quad. 
Cecil County 



CE-502 
Davis-Hodge Duplex 
205 Charles Street, Chesapeake City 
Sanborn Map 1933, Sheet 4 
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CE-502 
Davis-Hodge Duplex 
205 Charles Street, Chesapeake City 
Elkton quadrangle 1992 
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