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Inventory Number: CE-516, CE-515, CE-710 
Scott's Mills 
Cecil County, MD 
C. Mazurek 
June 1998 
Section 7.1 

Addendum 

The Scott's Mills are located at the intersection of Big Elk 
Creek and the dirt access road that crosses through the Fair Hill 
N.R.M.A. This dirt road is entered on at the Management Area 
entrance which is at the intersection of Gallaher Road and Big Elk 
Chapel Road. 

SiI'-ce the last Maryland Inventory of Historic Sites Survey 
Form was completed in 1979 nothing has changed regarding these 
structures. Even though they do not have roofs on them, the stone 
construction has not deteriorated much further than i~ 1979. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
v!*f._ -G\J(fC_'-f fOH-OWN~ 

INVENTORY FORM FOR 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Scott Mill 
AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 

CE 5l4 
File #43:1 

STREET & NUMBER 
1/2 mile south of Route 273 on Big Elk Creek 

CITY, TOWN 
Elkton F . Hill ~VICINITY OF air 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Fourth 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT -3>uBLIC 

~BUILDINGIS) _PRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

STATUS 

_OCCUPIED 

~UNOCCUPIED 
_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
~YES RESTRICTED 

_YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

COUNTY 
Cecil 

PRESENT USE 

~AGRICULTURE _MuSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL ,_ PA:lK 

_EDUCATIONAL _P81VATE 8ES'DE:NCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPOWA.'''.}'< 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Maryland Department of Natural Resou~cecphone #: 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
couRTHousE, Clerk of the Circuit Court 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

Cecil County Court House 
CITY, TOWN 

Elkton 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

STATE, Zl.p code 
Maryland 

Liber #: WAS 347 
Folio #: 415 

STATE 

Maryland 21911 

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

Jf....RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

X__ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Scott ~ill site includes two mills that were owned by the same man. 
A road ran between the two mills. The larger of the two existed to the 
north of the road. It was built of stone and three stories in height. 
The walls are 36" thick with stucco covering. The mill was 6 bays by 
2 with a small story and a half addition on the north end. A corner 
chimney existed in the south east corner. The window and door frames are 
pegged. None of the sash remains, but looks like it was 6/6. 

The other mill that was south of the road was also owned by David Scott. 
All that is left is the stone foundation which were laid with mortar. 
The mill itself was frame and has long since disappeared. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



__D SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

K1soo-1s99 

_1900-

__ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

~RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 
--AGRICULTURE 

__ARCHITECTURE 

_ART 

-COMMERCE 

-COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PL.ANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

-ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

::l£.INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

This site was active in the early l800's about l8l5 up to the l890's. 
It is a large site and needs further study. The mills were known to be 
always busy and some old people can recall how good the cider was. This 
mill is on a map done by Hollingsworth in the Library of Congress. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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I) MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~~TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

fDFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

George W. Lutz III, Field Historian 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Cecil Historical Trust, Inc. May 20, 1974 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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o5o ~I 4S(D364-
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

~~R~1f'1 to~tc\t() <g/b ~L, 
INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 0 0 (}(fl to) 

-rv~ 
6NAME 

HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 

Scott Mill House Site CE 515 
File #432 

sTREET&NuMBER 1/2 mile south of Route 273, east bank of Big Elk 

CITY. TOWN 

Elkton _x v1c1N1TY oF Fair Hill 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Fourth 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
-DISTRICT ~PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

-BUILDING(S) _PRIVATE ~NOCCUPIED 
-STRUCTURE -BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

X-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _]{YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Maryland Dept. of Natural Resources 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
couRTHousE Clerk of the Circuit Court 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

Cecil County Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN 

Elktqp 

l!REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

COUNTY 

Cecil 

PRESENT USE 

~AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA;iK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT __ SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 

STATE, zip code 
Maryland 

Liber #:wAs 347 
Folio #: 415 

STATE 

*aryl21:A~ dlliHl 

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

_DETER I ORATED 

_RUINS 

~UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

__ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Frame house which stood on south side of Scott's Mill Road as the road 
ascended the hill. This building was bulldozed by William Dupont. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



~ _II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

~1800-1899 
_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

--ARCHEOLUliY-PREHISTORIC 

~RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 
--AGRICULTURE 

__ARCHITECTURE 

__ART 

-COMMERCE 

-COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

-ECONOMICS 

-EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

~INDUSTRY 
_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

Cf-515 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

The Scott Mill House was used by people connected to the Scott Mill. 
Might merit archaeological dig. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



l!IMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~,ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

DiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

George W. Lutz III, Field Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

Cecil Historical Trust, Inc. 
STREET & NUMBER 

R.D. 2 
CITY OR TOWN 

Rising Sun 

DATE 

May 20, 1976 
TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Maryland 21911 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-14 38 

PS· 1108 
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This structure has seen substantial detE:-ri0r:1tio11 since the 

197 9 s ll n·c r. ~luch of the north and ,,·est ,,·alls or thl' structure 

have collapseJ. The southeast corner of the structure contained 

an interior end corner chimney that h::is helped to retain that 

po rt i on o f the st r u ct u re . fl o \"° e \.er , much of t h c th i rd st or r o f 

the south anJ west facades ha\·e col lapsed. There i~ no interior 

materials from the structure intact. The only woodwork that 

survives j s a few pegged ,~·indow frames. Essentiall~ all that 

r cm a in 5 a r c t he '" c s t and s out h w a 1 l s an cl a s ma 1 1 po rt ion o f t he 

east wa l1. 



CB-.514 
0805144314 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST CE-516 
0805164417 

CE-51.5 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 0805156304 
CE··710 

HISTORIC 
SCOTT'S MILLS 

llLOCATION 
STREET & NUMl'EA 

~~~~~~g Eik Creek and Old Andorra Road 
CfTY TOWN 

Fnirhill 
Sl'A'TE 

Maryland 

IJCLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
-DISTRICT ~rulLIC 

-IUILDllllGISI -PRIVATE 

X,.SrRUClUllE ( 8) -IOTH 

A_ V1CINITY OF 

STATUS 
-OCCUPIED 

X.VNOCCUl'IEO 

-WORK IN PROGRESS 

~TE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_O&JECT _.,.,Roats X. YES RESTRICTED 

-HING CONStDEflEO - YES UNRESTRICTED 

-HO 

aowNER or PROPERTY 
N"ME 

, 

0807106315 

CONGRESSIONA\ DISTRICT 

COUtHY 

Cecil 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICUl TURE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL X..PARK 

-EDUCATION,t.L _PRIVATE RESIOLN~ 

-ENTERTAIN 1ENT -RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMEHl -SClfNT FIC 

_INDUSTRIAL -lRANSl'ORT II TION 

--MIUTARY -OTHER 

__ State of Maryland~pt. of Natural Resourd!El_e_,p=-b_.o_n_c_i_: _______ _ 
STRfET 6 NIJM8 R 

Tawes State Office Building 

_ VICINrTYOF 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
cou~HQIJS Land Records Of £ice 
REG STRYO 0 ED ~m cecil County Court Bouse 
STREEl • HUMltl' 

CITY TOWN 

llkton 

JIREPREaEN!A n0N IN EXJsTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

STAT£ , zip code 
Maryland 

Liber t: WAS 347 
Folio i: 4l':i 

STATE 
Maryland 

Prev~ous ~aryland Historical Sites Surveys 
o,aTE 

DtPOSITOAV f'3A 
5URVEV MCOAOS 

-..FEDERAL -STATE _c()UNTY --LOC,t.t. 

STATE 



CHICKOtH 

X GNCllflALllTI 

-MOW& DATE---

Clf KNOWN) fllHYSICAl APPEARANCE 

_.~ bridge are the atone foundations 
the 819 Elk Creek. The wool1a structure 
~ure. This was done in tbe put 

1M1111i.;. 'la identical to the bridplf Wllieb 
-~ of the property built for the 

-~~--~. 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC __ARCHECJLCJGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

- 1400-1499 .xARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

X- 1700-1799 __ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

~ 1800-1899 ~OMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY __ TRANSPORTATION 

X- 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS .J:NDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1796 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

No grist and saw mills were better known or patronized than those of the 
Scott family of Cowantown. The Scott's Mill remains stand on the east 
bank of the Big Elk where the road from Andorra to Cowantown formerly 
ran. It was a busy community with farms lying on both sides of the 
road and wagons passing continually to and from the mill. The big 
four story mill ground flour and feed, the saw mill sawed lurni:,er and, 
in season, the cider mill pressed the cider for which this area was 
famous. The bark mill pressed juice for tanning, the bone mill ground 
bone for fertilizer. Across the covered bridge, an auger factory made 
augers for drills and a blacksmithy serviced horses and made other 
metal tools. The big dam above was reputed to be the best along 
the Creek and even tocay we can see how carefully the big stones of 
the breast were chiseled and laid. The mill ran twenty-four hours 
a day. The shifts changed at midnight so the outgoing shift went 
home to supper while the incoming shift had just finished breakfast. 

The first mention of a dam and waterworks occurs in 1783. Samuel 
Cummings sold by bond of agreement to Henry McCoy "a piece of land 
adjoining the river with privilege to but and raise a dam to pen 
and raise the water for the purpose of erecting water works on the 
east side of the river". (JS 1/213 8/6/180.5) 
The two McCoys, Henry and his brother ~ohn, inherited their grand­
father's property on the east side of the Big Elk and divided it 
into two shares (BW 1/320 2/10/1784). In 1793 Henry put up 135 acres 
which included the mill and farm in a lottery which was won by Samuel 
Evans and a partnership of Levi and Pascal Hollingsworth, and others, 
merchants of Philadelphia and Baltimore (~fB 2/331 9/9/1793). 
The same group purchases additional land for use of "the new slitting 
mill now erecting on the east branch of the Elk River" (JB 3/584 
3/5/1796) . (A "slitting mill" is one in which iron bars or plate is 
~;lit into nail rods) . At this time cut nails were much in demand as 
an improvement over the old hand-wrought nails. This reference is 
the first mention of adefinite mill on this site. 

By 1802 Benjamin Jones, a merchant from Philadelphia, had acquired 
the Elk Slitting Mill and three tracts, to which he added three more 
north to the Nottingham Road (JB 7/401 2/8/1802). He sold the mill 
to James Jackson, ironmaster of Cecil County and John Bemis, merchant 
of Wilmington, in 1815 (JS 11/1 5/6/1815) when the mill took the 
name of "Jackson and Bemis". 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
~and Records Office, Cecil County Courthouse 
Century Dictionary, vol. 7, 1902 
Genealogy supplied by Mrs. Wallace Johnson, Garner, N.C. 
Equity index 2/147 Chancery papers AWM 2/353 
Lake, Griffing and Stevenson Atlas. Elkton, 1877 
E.P. Noll map of Pennsylvania. 17 '-7. 6th St., Phila. Pa. 186.5 
CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

DiJGEOO~~ ).};4 Bibliographical References (cont'd) 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

Johnston, George. History of Cecil County Elkton, 1881 
Johnston, George, ed. Poets and poetry of Cecil County Elkton, 188 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

N/A 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 
N/A 

COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Elizabeth Booth (John Hnedak, DNR Survey) June 1979 
ORGANIZATION OATE 

Maryland Historical Trust 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- 1108 



Scott's Mill Page 2 
StateMent of Significance(cont'd) 

Defaulted mortgages to Andrew Henderson and the Bank of Elkton led to 
its sale to John Scott of Cowantown in 1845 (G Mee 9/327 10/10/1845) 

The mill reached its peak under the Scott family. John Scott was 
probably born in Ireland in 1789. Certainly his father, David, 
emigrated from there. He was an auger maker by trade, and married 
Lucinda Alden, daughter of E0enezer Alden, of Near Cowantown, in 
1814. He had two sons, John and James. 

Both John and James fathered sons named David, hence the David Scott 
who owned Scott's Mill was referred to as David Scott of John to 
distinguish him from his cousin David Scott of James. John (the father) 
sold 228 acres including the mill and farm to his son David in 1851, 
reserving fifty acres to the south for his second son Benjamin, 
property later acquired by David. (RCH 4/60 4/17/1851 and RCH .5/58 
6/17/1851) 

David Scott (of John) (1817-1885) was an important person in Cecil 
County, not only as farrnerr auger maker and owner of the mills, but 
also for the positions of trust he held; County Commissioner in 1853, 
member of the House of Delegates in 185.5 and County Commissioner in 
1882. Whenever an occasion called for it, he obliged with a poem, 
and his tombstone at Head of Christiana Church bears the inscription 
"David Scott, the poet". Some of his poetry and a short biblio­
graphy are collected in "Poets and Poetry of Cecil County" by his 
friend, George Johnston, the author of the "History of Cecil County" 
which Johnston dedicated to him. 

A clipping on the mills of the Big Elk (Cecil Whig, October 18, 1845) 
lists Scott's Mills as comprising a grist, saw, bark mill and auger 
factory. The Martinet map of 1856 shows David Scott as proprietor 
of the mills, four buildings extending north, the fartherest labeled 
"bark", a farm house, and a "saw" mill to the south, an "auger 
factory" to the west. 

Although David Scott is recorded in Chancery as having faithfully paid 
the interest on old mortgages on his mills and farm, he was forced to 
sell in default of the mortgage in 1874 by decree of the Court of 
Equity. The advertisement for the Trustee's sale g]_ ves us a description 
of the buildings in this property, showing its size and importance. 
David's son, Howard, ran the mill up until the time he bought his 
own mill on a tributary of the Big Elk close by, the Shure (AWM 1/313 
3/8/1875) at a time coinciding with the sale of the mill on the 
Big Elk. 

Howard was a quiet man, with a heavy shock of hair and a long beard 
reaching to his waist. His big family of eight children were all 
born at the mill house and his son, Harvey, ran that mill in later 
years. 

The mill 
of White 
The Lake 
miller. 

was bought at the sale by James Ray and Constantine McLaughlin 
Clay Creek Hundred, New Castle County, Del. (AWM 7/25 3/29/1877). 
Atlas of 1877 shows them as proprietors with J.B. Taylor as 
At the foot of the map the Fairhill District Business References 
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Page 3 
Scott's Mill 
Statement of Significance (cont'd) 

states "J.B. Taylor, manufacturer of choice brands of flour, and 
dealer in grain, mill food, etc. All orders promptly filled. 
'Scott's Mills'". 

Ray sold his half interest to McLaughlin, the mill then taking the 
name "McLaughlin's Mills" (AWM 7/26 3/30/1877) although it continued 
to be known as "Scott;s Mills". The Noll map of Pennsylvania includes 
Cecil County and alone of all the mills in that county names Scott's 
Mills (186.5). 

Constantine McLaughlin's surviving heir, Ellen McLaughlin, sold the 
mill to Alfred Howell in 1929 (SRA 6/500 1/8/1929). Howell maintained 
the mill in excellent condition, although there is some argument as to 
whether he ground feed therein or only manufactured wooden handles 
for augers and other tools. The last man known to have ground feed 
was P.D. Clark. 

Again the mill changed hands for default of mortgate. William duPont 
was buying up all the property along the Big Elk in 1931 through his 
agent, Harvey Mackey, for the company known as Stockford Farms, Inc. 
The McLaughlin farm of 215 acres was sold exclusive of the mill site 
of 20 acres, reserved for Howell, (SRA 12/368 1/26/1931) and the 
mill site itself was sold in 1935 (SRA 24/343 5/17/1935) 

Thus ended the operation of the mill. duPont closed the road from 
Andorra to Cowantown, tore down, burned or moved the bordering 
houses save those allowed to fall down, and replaced the covered 
bridge with a simple wooden plank bridge over the old abutments. 
The dam was dynamited, the race bulldozed out, to allow herds to 
pasture the fields. 

The mill house was rented to Paul Kiloski and family, it being 
duPont's practice to rent houses on his property until they were 
no longer habitable. At this time the mill still stood intact 
although the machinery was sold. It was used as ~ recreation 
center by the Boy Scouts of Newark and by the Kiloski family. 
Mary Kiloski Galyen recalled a wedding celebration held there in 
April 1941 for her sister, Bessie, at which the floor boards 
supported hours of polka dancing. 

Today, the pastoral scene makes it difficult to envisage a busy mill 
site. The three walls of the big stone mill and a turbine*under layers 
of stone and fallen timber are all that remain, plus the vine-covered 
remnants of the saw and cider mill and a few stone foundations. Where 
the darn f loaded the field, the Big Elk now flows in a str.:.ight stream 
bordered by fields and a narrow track for vehicles. The mill can 
only be approached by this rutted road by four-wheel drive or from the 
l)j_g Elk Chapel or from Martin's farm by foot. 

The turbine is a "Leffel Wheel", an inward flow turbine with adjustable 
outside wicket gates, manufactured by the Leffel Company of Columbus, Ohio 
(still in existence). The Poole and Hunt Co. of Baltimore were licensed 
for all eastern production. In use since the middle of the 19th century, 
the Leffel Wheel is particularly good for low head high volume flow. 
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':iAS 347 /415 
6/23/1975 
Deed 

parcel Kl.3 
p.385 

SP.A 12/368 
1/26/1931 
Deed 
215 a 

:~RA 24/343 
:5/17 /1935 
Jeed 
"1200 
20a 

SRA 21/268 
6/4/1934 
Jeed 
"i3000 
20 a 

'.':nA 4/4P9 
l/P/1q29 
r 7o rtr,a,{'"e 
;4250 

:10 a 

~--:JA 6/500 
1/8/1929 
Deed 
20 a 

scoTT 's r;r11, 

Ti ~le se·:.rch 
- 1 -

:Sip; 3lk, ea~t side, Cherry-IIill-Cowantown Rd. 

Pair Hill, Inc. first part 
Delaware Trust Co., Jean Ellen duPont r.icConnell 
~m. s. Potter, co-executors of Wm. duPont, Jr. 

second part, grantors 
State of Md., Dep't Natural Resources, grantee 

Harvey l'!ackey, grantor 
Stockford Farms, Inc., Del., grantee 

P• 369, McLaughlin Mill Property. Parcel 1 subject 
to water rights, dam raising and repairing rights, 
right to use f of spring house and right to maintain 
pipes for conveying water from the spring thereon, 
said to be McLaughlin Mill Property, all for the 
benefit of said Mill Property now owned by Alfred 
P. Howells et al only to the extent epecifica.lly 
reserved in a deed from Robert McLaughlin et a.1 to 
lfarvey c. Jordan 3/23/1910 CK2./170 

John P. Cann, 'grantor 
Harvey H. ~·".ackey, F,rantee 

Jol-:n P. Cann, executor for 3llen McLaur,''li n, 
si::gle wo::ian, deceased, new Castle Co. 
!-!cLaughlin r';ill nroperty 

James F. ~:inn, .\ttorney, rrantor 
Ja~es P. Cann, executor, ~rantee 

All that parcel on Big ~~lk k:iown as 11 ··c1aughlin 
::!ill Property" adjoining lands of Stockford ?arms, 
Inc. et al •••• with all mill and water richts, 
annurtenances thereto. 
For default of mortFap:e. 

::.:11en McLaul!'hl in, r,rantor 
Alfred P. Howell and wife, !·!ary J., p,rantees 

Zllen McLaughlin, H.C. Co., p:rantor 
Alfred P. Howell, Cecil Co., e,rantee 

r:cL::.ughlin !iill Property 



CK 2/170 
3/23/1910 
.Deed 
)1200 
215 a 

,....,.__ ______ _ 

'"'cott 's !·".ill 

Robert, ?ranklin, ·n1en, ·aizabeth C. ?Icinur:hlin, 
':lhi ~e Clay Creek 100, p:rantors 

Harvey Jordon, r7ill Creek 100, frantee 

Parm. Reserves rir-ht to take water in Bie 3lk for uses 
and pur:ooses of their mill ~ts now located, or any mill 
or mills adjoininR lands hereby conveyed, with rights 
and privileges to r::o in and out to repair dam, race 
and race bank. 

Rir-ht to build and naintn.in n. dam on said property 
to- the hci.""ht of n. "holf?" in '.'. rock near the west end 
of L~~ nrcGent dam. 

-_--'.i;-': "'c to TJe 1- tho s1;ri nr house and nipes, wa';er etc. 

- 2 -



A.'.i''. 7 /26 
3/30/1877 
Deed 
34000 
236 a. 

AWM 7/25 
3/29/1877 
Deed 
:)7250 
236 a 

Janes E. r~ay and -.ri ic, ·:lizabeth M., granters 
Constantine i'.cLau{Shlin, ".'/hite Cln.y Creek, p;rantee 

Farm and tr~ct of mill site (20 a) 

Henry D. ?arnandis, trustee, Harford Co., grantor 
James H. Ray and Constantine McLaughlin, grantees 
Farnandis named trustee in Court ot Equity suit to 

- 3 -

settle case between Merritt Trimble, administrator complainan 
of Sarah Lewie, dec'd, Chester Co. and David Scott 
et al, defendants • 

~uity index 2/147 
Chancery papers AWM 2/35'3 

Advertisement for Trustee's sale appended. 



WHR 6/527 
12/31/1860 
1·:ortgage 
·37000 

':!RR 3/581 
10/3/1860 
~:ortgage 

.37000 

Sarah (Jones) Lewis, r,rantor 
Jonathan Gause, grantee 

Jon~than Gause assigned the mort8age to Sarah 
Jones Lewis, Sarah having married Joseph J. Lewis 
l/lO/lP1)9 
Interest paid to date but not the principal. 

Jonathan Gause, Chester Co., grantor 
David Scott and wife, Agatha R.) 
John ~cott and wife, Lucinda ) grantees 

Other properties included in the mortgage not mill site. 

- 4 -



RCH 4/60 
6/17 /1851 
Deed. 
3P400 
228 a 
3.721 P• 

L ______ _ 

Scott' Fill - 5 -

John Scott, f"rantor 
David Scott, ~rantee 

(f-515 

All those parcels united in a survey by James McCauley 
5/8/1851. 
Desc.: Beg. at a large white oack on the E. side of the 
Big 3lk, being a corner of ~entman's,formerly Garrett's, 
factory 

S 25 E 35 
S 13 B 17 
S 4 E 12-J-
S 8 ';l 19. 5 
S 28 E 56.5 
S 73 W 20 to Bie Elk at mouth of .. Pipe Stem Run" 
N 85 E 21 to a corner of Dysart•s on said run 
S 6 E 13.5 
s 60 ::?.! 6 
s lf \'[ 35.2 
s 81 -} w 16 
s 78 1

;/ 2 
s 7 3/5 w 32 
s 78.5 ~ 105 
s 33 '[ 83 
s 46. 5 3 6{ 
s 79.5 ~ 56 3/5 
S 81 3/~ 3 40+· to public road lendine from Dysart's 

Tav(?rn to ~lkton 
8 3 E 110.7 alone- road to Cowan's lot 
S 77. 5 ~f 22. 2 ,.,i th Cowan 's lot to Martin's lot 
S 80. 5 './ 28 with Viartin 
S P.5 ~ P.8 to Bostick's lot 
N 80 ·.-1 171. 7 with old ~lk Iron ;forks to Big 3lk 
N 6 ~ 14 with Creek 
1r22.5 ~9 " 
N '::'.l-' -:; 11 " 
N 753 ·~ 6 " 
N 36 :~ 6 It 

N 32 ~ ~ 13 to ton of large rock 
TI 6 3 6 across mouth of tail race of the Mill nronerty 
n 11 ·: G.4 still by and with Creek 
N 4 'J 10 
N 22 ·: 4 
n Pp. 
N 22.5 .., 6 
~~ 18 ~~ 4 
N 3. 5 '.·l 14 
N 74.5 ·-:1 4.7 crossinr, Big ~~lk to the ~lest 
n 1+ .~.21 
N 5.5 ~ 13.7 to a rnarken chestnut near the Dam 
N P9. 5 ~v 4. 5 
n 2 31

1
a ~ 2.s

2 H P6 )1 4 I~ 4. 
Cros~ing the Bie 3lk at the Dam to the e:"?.st side 

thence by and with Creek to place of begin~ine 



RCH 4/60 
(cont'd) 

Gree 0/327 
10/10/1845 
!)eed 
)4000 
260 a. 

G -·c'.j 9/325 
2 O/l~/1C45 
:Jo:;d 
;3,-;oo 

26G a. 

G ::cc 8/1 
1/9/1845 
"o rt,~n..r:e 

J::; 31/204 
5/22/1832 
1·7ortgape 
·~3000 

JS 30/427 
5/22/1832 
::>ecd 
:'GO a 

6500 

~xcert 50 acres deeded to Benjamin )cott, eon. 
toeether with - - - - mills, mill dams, races, 
flood eates, braidges, banks, meadows, etc. 
wi tl1 the rifht to raise waters of the Big 3lk back 
to overflow lands 

Thomas Gillespie and Mary c., granters 
John Scott, Rrantee 

Slitting mill + part of Davis Purchase 

Susan Henderson, widow, Baltimore, granter 
'l'}: o::i3.s tT. Gillesnie, heretofore of Delaware now of 

Cecil Co., grantee 

n'.' · ndenture of nortga,r-e 5/22/1832 J. S. 31/204 
:?3000 to Andrew F. Henderson, dee 'd. 
Elk Slitting r~ill, als::> part of Davis's Purchase 
described in a deed from Thomas Finley to James L. 
r-:iles 5/16/1832 
:issicn12d to widow b." ~ris1)~r Henderson, admin. of 
Andrew .?. Henderson l/9/1P·15 G i~cC 8/1 

?risby Henderson, p:rantor 
Susan Henderson, grnntee 

. iS -

(f-S1'5 

P~rt of 1/3 of widow's porti~n now held by John Scott 

Thomas J. Gille2pie, granter 
Andrew F. Hen1erson, grantee 

~3000 of .~6000 mortcap:e on ·nk 8li tting Mills, also 
thn.t tract known as Davis's furchase. 

J::cmes L. ;:iles, rrantor 
Thomas J. Gillespie, grantee 

l'ils takes over Gillespie's morte-ap:e 

Thomas ?inley, ;~sq., Baltinore, Marshall, granter 
J8.mes L. 1 ~iles & Thomas Gillesnie, e:rantees 

Grantees both of ',{hi te Clay Creek as tenants in 
c0::~on. 

~l}: 3litting i~ill '.lnd part of Davis's Purchase. 
2:::.kcn b'" the ~Urton Bank in non-"avment of' 

nortri-a:-e to Andrew ?. ::enderson 12/7 /JB'.?9 ( orir-inal) 
---; old b~: the Viars hall for recovery of debts. 
Jo'l,fl"ht for ~3700 ~lonf ·.-ri tr nickett 's plantation. 



JS 11/l 
5/6/1r-15 
Deed 
.Jl2000 

Benj:'.rnin Jones, rncri::.hant, I'hiladelnhia, {!. rantor 
James Jackson, ironma..9ter, Cecil Co.) a tees 
John Bemin, mcrch.'lnt, Wilminrrton ) gr n 

Slittinr, mill and 6 tracts of 10 a, 135 a, 4 3/4 a, 
84t a, 5 a 33 p, 1 a. 

- 7 -
C.E -515' 

Three tracts ~1rchased by Jones 

J; 1/211 
7/27/1F05 
Jecd 

tl B f' /207 
9/29/1F03 
Deed 
300 L 
84-t a 

J~ 1/213 
8/6/1805 
Deed 
1 a 

John R. ~wans, :·entleman, r:rantor 
Benjamin Jones, erantee 

T'cri !1'~ in,..,. '.lt 'ilm. J1ongwill 's house 

·:uward ·.'leir, Sr., grantor 
Benjamin Jones, grantee 

3/23/1767 John S~ith to Ja~es Scott and James 
Chochran to Thomas ':ltir, Inherited by 
son 3dward 

Desc.: ~egin~inr corn~r of fence, a corner John ~cCoy 
'.J 21-! :~ ')6 3/4 ·~dward ~:leir 
S P3 3/4 ~ 36+ stone 4 p west of present 

Fr0at road from Dynart's to 3lkton 
S 7 ~l.138 to post small distance west of 

Turkey Town store 
N 13f :.I 102 
thence by Sli ttin~ f·~ill Co. 's land in a 

straipht line to beginning 
James & David Cummincs, yeomen, granters 
Benjamin Jones, merchant, Phila., grantee 

See separate sheet 



J~ 1/213 
f'/o/lfl05 
Deed 
1 a 

JB 6/256 
P/20/lPOO 
Deed 
~200 
1 a 

James & David Cumminrs, yeomen, F,rantors 
nenjn~in Jenee, rhila. merchant, grantee 

3anuel Cumminr·s lied ::-::ei:-:ed. of the '.lest f'lide of the 
Big Zlk. B«: bond of acreement 8/21/1723 sold to 
Henry J.icCoy a niece of land na.· oin: the river with 
privileee to but and raise a dam to pen and raise the 
water for the purnose of erecting water works on the 
east side of said river. 

Samuel CuQmings, granter 
Jrunes and David Cummin~s, ~rantees 

";'{here as a dan, Slitting Mill n.nd other water works 
1·ras erected and built which the said Benjamin Jones 
purchased ·.;i th the appurtenances and is now the owner 
thereof wants further privilege added thereunto". 

Desc.: Beg. small chestnut on bank of the Slitting 
Mill dam standing N 7 E 345 s links from a fast rod 
at the west end of the dam andmarked JC 1805 
and runnin~ thence 
s 87f ':T 4-.r 
s 4 ·:1 2 3/4 
r: 6ot :s 4 1/3 
0 60~ -::; 4 1/3 
s 3 ·.v 13 2/3 . 
S 45 m 3 27 to south c oundary of Cummings land 
By same 2 p to beginning of their land on the bank of 
Creek U"T) the Creek to pl2.ce cf beginning 

(( -515' 

~-:lrnose to allow Jon:s to r8.i:J,-~ the dam and overflow 
~round of C·mr1inr-s otht:r l:J~d no }1 it·h· ·r than 1 foot below 
the hole: hor12d in tho rock :ind no hir:hcr than the top 
o~ the rock ~~rked JC 1P04 in ~umming's mca1ow. 



JB 2/331 
0/9/1793 
Deed 
135. a 

J:B 3/584 

Henry Mc~oy, erantor 
~anuel Bvans, grantee 

- 9 -
C(-SJ) 

11 '.fhereas the said Henry McCoy did on the 25th day of 
Pebruary in theyear of our Lord 1792 publish a scheme of 
a J,otter:v called a Land and Cash Lottery for the disposal 
of a valuable patented plantation containing one hundred 
and thirty-five acres of Land lyine; on the main branch of 
Elk River in the county nforesaid, which plantation was 
valued in said scheme at ~1300 and whereas said Lottery 
was ~fterwards drawn to wit on the day of August 
17 2-t r

1r. J cob Holline;sworth 's tavern in :nkton, and 
the ubovementirmed land was dro.wn as a prize ucainst 
Number 277 as aupears by the publication of Henry 
~follinGsvorth, Samuel .Svans, l~ichael ~.\'alb. ce and John ;.;vans, 
manar-e rs of said Lottery, and whereas the said Saru'.tel -:vans 
is the bearer of the ticket in said Lottery marked with 
the aforesaid Number 277" 

All the above-mentioned plant descrived in a Deed of Release 
fro~ John ricCoy to Henry McCoy as follows, to wit: 
"lying <1Ild ·.eing on the South and ~{est of the following lines: 

:Gecinning at a black oak sapling, corner of Sd.ward Weir 
?T 4E ~'/ Gf 
N 32 3 62 
N 79 ~! to 2'lk TU ver 
Up River to place of beginning. 

John ~cCoy, granter 
·.'i tncsses J:c:--nes Lattor.ms 

Jn.niel David 



Original three tracts 

- 10 -­

l<t -S 1S-

JB 3/584 
3/5/1796 
Deed 
401 
4 3/4 a 

JB 2/331 
0/9/1793 
Deed 
135 a 

mn/406 
11/2/1784 
Deed 
10 a 

John McCoy, grantor 
Levi Hollingsworth, George Gillespie, John Thompson, 
Samuel Evansgrantees 

Hollingsworth et al being the owners and proprietors 
of a new slitting mill now erecting on the East branch 
of Elk river 
0esc.: Beg, end of a line drRwn N 11 El from a 

marked maple on .~ side of main en.sterly branch 
of the Elk river, at the end of the 9th course 
of New Munster tract of tract sold to Samuel .:ilrans 
S 79 E 16 
N 6 E 30 
If 13 w 25 
N 66 W 9 to 1 p of Big Elk 
still by this tract andparallel with E side of Big Elk 
n.nd 1 p distant from Creek to beginning 

Hentv T·".cCoy, grant or 
S2.rnuel ·]vans, grantee 

Lottery won by ~·:Vans. See separate sheet .. 

John VicCoy, grantor 
Ja::les :Vans, p,ran tee 

Samuel :Nana 
John R. ~ans 

Sanuel wills his estate to John R. ?vans. 



JB.7/467 
4/3/1802 
Deed 
149 a 
500 L 

JB 7/401 
2/8/1P02 
iced 
2800 L 
149 3/4 a 

'Jill 
John McC:t·Y 
2/24/1783 

]J',f 1/320 
2/10/1784 

JK 9/ 
9/19/1740 
Deed 
1P4 a 
713 
"Trn/404 
0 /9/1756 
270 a 
Deed 

~m 231 
12/5/1754 

1; 73 
5/18/1714 
Deed 
1P4 a 

~-!ill 

Josenh Roberts, rrantor 
Benjamin Jones, grantee 

"cott 's "'1ill - 11 -

(_(-5/'i 

Roberts sells his half of Slitting Nill and 3 tracts 
to Jones. 

George Gillespie, New Castle Co. ) 
Levi Hollinr:sworth; merchant, Phila. ) 
?asca~ Hollingsworth, merchant, Phila.l erantore 
John Ehompson, farmer, Cecil 
John R. "S'vans, son & heir Samuel :wans 
Joseph Roberts, Jr.) grantees 
Benjamin Jones ) 

Slitting Mill commonly called "Elk Slitting Mill" 
and three tracts of 10, 135 and 4 3/4 a. 

John r:ccoy leaves his property to hie grandsons, 
John and Henry McCoy to be divided equally. 

John 2.nd Henry McCoy made partition of grandfather's 
"plantnti on whereon I live" 

Jn.mes .... lexander, {'ranter 
Jol1 n ~·;ccoy 

John Snith and wife rary, p;rantors 
Jobn I·7cCoy, t;rantee 

A!':'los l1hatcher, r·rantor 
John Srli th & Margaret, wife, grantees 

fhomas r-:tephenson, r:rantor 
James Alexander, ern.ntee 

Richard :'hatcher 
1721 

JU chard wills his entate to his heirs, of whom 
Amos survives and inherits. 

"·:: c~d 
1200 a 

:Peter and Sarah T~assey 
~i chard Th2.. tcher 

~Hll '):miel 1ons wills his GOOO acres to his three er ildren 
J2_niel Toas Daniel, John and '"';;irah. )c:i_rah married Peter 1'.assey. 

:.;dw:-crd C '0wyer, prn.n tor 
D~ni0l ~o~s, rrnn~ee 



I~ 73 
5/18/1714 
Deed 
1R4 a 

I9 60 
4/1/1714 
1156 e 
Deed 
300 L 

Thomas Stenheneon, grantor 
James Alexander, grantee 

- 12 -

Ct'-515 

Robert Roberts, glover, (1ueen Anne's Co., grantor 
Thomas Stephenson, Bensalem Co., grantee 

Roberts emno~ered to sell the land inherited by 
John Toas -

Lord Froprietor, rrantor 
Edward O'Dwyer and 3 other Irishmen 
Tract called New Munster 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

UNAME ( 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Scott Mill Covered Bridge Site CE 516 
File #433 

l/2 mile south of Route 273 on Big Elk 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Elkton x v1c1N1TY oF :Fair Hill Fourth 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

_BUILDINGIS) 

_STRUCTURE 

X_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
x_puBUC _OCCUPIED 

_PRIVATE X_UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 
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_IN PROCESS x__YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 

COUNTY 

reci, 

PRESENT USE 
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_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENC~ 
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_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 
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_OTHER 
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i 
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CITY. TOWN 
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llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Clerk of the Circuit Court 
STREET & NUMBER 

Cecil County Court Honse 
CITY. TOWN 

Elkton 

l!REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

STATE I Zlp code 
Maryland 

Liber #; WAS 34 7 
Folio #: 4l5 

STATE 

Maryland 21911 
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DEPOSITORY FOR 
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CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

XFAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVEO DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The only remains of the original bridge are the stone foundations on the 
east and west banks of the Big Elk Creek. The wooden structure has been 
replaced by a stell structure. This was done in the past 30 years. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



__g SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_ 1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 
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_1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_1700-1799 __ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 
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Cf-su; 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

~RANSPORTATION 
_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

This bridge served as a link in a road which led from Appleton to the 
Big Elk Chapel. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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