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Addendum 

The Tyson House is located to the east of the intersection of 
Gallaher Road and Big Elk Chapel Road. It is just beyond the park 
entrance gate and straight down the dirt access road. 

This structure has been unoccupied for many years, and has 
deteriorated beyond livability. The loss of the roof has further 
compounded the problem of deterioration. It is a simple plan that 
may have been divided into two units, is two and one-half stories 
tall, and is four bays wide. According to the last historic sites 
survey in 1979 the roof, now gone, was gabled with a central 
chimney. The entire structure is constructed of uncut fieldstone, 
with no courses, that appears to have had a stucco finish applied 
to it at one time. All of the window sashes and doors have 
deteriorated or have been vandalized. The interior wood framing 
has fallen into the basement, but it is still possible to see that 
the walls were covered with a plaster coating. The entire west 
facade is missing. For the most part the Tyson House is just the 
shell of the original structure. 
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X-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
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4 
COUNTY 
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PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT __ SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

State of Maryland, Dept. Of Natural Resource'Ilelephone #: 
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Tawes State Office Building 
CITY. TOWN 

Annapolis _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRYOFDEEDS,ETC Clerk of the Circuit Court 
STREET & NUMBER 

Cecil County Courthou&e 
CITY. TOWN 

Elkton 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

STATE I zip code 
Maryland 21401 

Liber #:WAS 347 
Folio #:441 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

~RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

x-ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Tyson House Ruins are the remains of two stone structures. 
Only parts of one remain standing: it is built of fieldstone 
and has two walls, the south gable and facade. The building 
was two stories and four bays long by two deep. The house had 
a gable roof and a central chimney. The facade has two entrances 
suggesting that the house was a duplex. Both of these houses 
were standing in 1959. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 
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_THEATER 
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_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

The ruins date from the early to mid-1800's and possibly served 
as mill workers homes during this period due to the fact that 
flour mills were in operation within~ mile of the houses. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Tyson House Ruins are the remains of two stone structures. 
Only one remains standing; it is built of fieldstone and has two walls 
the south gable and facade. The building was two stories in height and 
four bays long by two deep. The house had a gable roof and a central 
chimney. The facade has two entrances suggesting that the house was a 
duplex. Both of these houses were standing in 1959. 
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The Tyson fl o u::; e ruins arc the r cm ~tins o [ a tho : in J th rec -

quarters story structure that appears to have been an i;;;prt.:::s ~' <..: 

architectural cl\,·ell]ng for this r<"gion. Tlw entire \\CSt hall 

and ,~·estcrnmost bay of the north an<l south \,·alls hn\·e collap.sc(l. 

llo\\·cycr, one can distinguish from the remaining architectural 

• 
trim, sw..:h as the dental cornice, and by the size and style of 

this structure tlwt it was a prominent building for its time. 

It \\as con~; t r u ct e d of st one and ha <l a gab 1 e roof . The interior 

ha<l a central hall plan ,,·ith a stain,•ay in the central hall. 

The structure appears to have been bidlt in the e~nly nineteenth 

century in a .Rtiral Federal style. 

The ly:;on llouse Ruins arc located on the cast side of Big 

Elk Roacl. lhcy are approximately .3 mile cast of Big Elk Chapel 

an<l .S mil~ west of Scott's Nill. Th c st r u ._: tu r c ,,, as 1 o cat e d on 

a ~light prominence in the landsc1pc. Its site and the sharp 

v e r t i c a 1 1 i n e s o f i t s t ,.,, o an cl t hr c c - qua rt e rs s t or y fa ca <l e s p r o j e c t e d 

a prominent visual impact. 

The Tyson House Ruins consist of the east gah1e end of the 

house anJ the four-bays of the north and south facade. The west 

gable end anJ the westernmost hay of the north and south facade 

have entirely collapsed. The structure was constructed of field-

stone covered in stucco. It is two and three-quarters story 

tall anJ <Jr·iginally was a five-bay by two-bay structure. The mai.n 

facade fac~d north and had a central entrance. The outer bays of 

t h '-' f j r :~ t " t o r y an cl f i v c - b a y s o f t Ii c s e c o n cl s t o r )' c on t:d n s i x: - o v e r -

The three-quarter stor~· had tlncc \:indo1>s 



llraft--Tysor. House Ruin.:; 

symmetrical1y arranged in the centPr h::>:· in th0 .y.:t•,.- ":<':"' ,. 

tk· structure. The gable roof contained a boxed and 
. I 

·He. ,~,; 

d {·· k' 
cornice. Yt \,·3s most· recently covered in sheet metal. The 

cast g ah le end has t \\0 \\'ind ow s on th c f i rs t s tor y and two s ma 1 l 

windows in the gahle. There was an interior-end chimney on this 

wal 1. It is not possible from the ruins to determine the 

fenestration on the west wall. The south facade was fenestra-

ted in a manner similar to the north facade but also contains 

two foundation level three-pane windows. 

The j ntcrior of the house had .a central hall plan \\i th rooms 

on each side o[ the hall. The stairway to the second floor rose 

along the west hall of the central hall. The interior framing 

that rcm~1ins can 11c easily \'iewcJ in the ruins. The structure 

had a common rafter roof. 
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MEMO 

TO: RO'.)~~ l\Dl~IEL, State Histor·ian 

FRml: .J,1c Getty, Architectural Surveyor 

DATE: April S, 1984 

SUBJECT : . Hui l ding s at Fa i r II i 11 N R;. L\ 

There ,,·as some confusion over the site.$on my list located within 

the fair I Ii 11 NR~IA. I met ,,·ith Tom ~!erry\vcather an<l Rill 
_ .. 

: - l 

and I b1~lit~ve ,,·e resolved the prohlcms on my list. The _prohlcrna-

tic sites arc: 

CE-362 Md-laster Fann. The Sltr\'C)' form contains an incorrect map 

location. l h c ho u s e an d barn \v c re 1 o c at c cl on th c s i t e where t h c 

equcstri<tri ccntPr is currently hcing constructed. The buildings 

W('re demolished in 1982. 

believes that the photograph is of a house that is actually in 

Pennsylvania. There is only one hrick structure north of Route 

273 in the Fair Hill NRMA. 

Cockerha_!!l_~I_ST_erty. A tY.--o-story, three-bay by t\\·o-bay house with 

an L-shapeJ plan located at the site inaccurately marked as 

McMaster Farm. See survey form. 

J. M. Peterson Farm. A two-story, thi·ee-bay by two-bay house with 

an L-shapcd plan locate<l at the sit~ inaccurately marked as 

McC1c:a1; !louse. Sec survey form. 

Sec sur'c> form. 



\kmo to I~o:'.c Kimr:wl 
Buildings Jt ·lJjr !!ill r\I{\::\ 

DNR-50 ~eK Covered Bridge. Tom \l c r r y1, eat h c r s tat e s r ha t t h i "' 1 :--

not nor n c v c r \\a s a co\' c r c <l hr i d g c . The i n :t c cu r a t c 1 y l a h c 1 c J 

structure is actually a gatehouse. 

CL·. ~\ <- }t, L,\-,~ tc~I-" ~ LL 

r\Lllfo.t/ \\.~ -~l_ 
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