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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Ward's Knowledge c. 1830-1860 is a combination of a couple different
building periods that remain partially obscure due to inaccessiable
areas. The main frame block presently faces south with the primary
gable running east/west. The farm has an entranc eon both Ward's
Hill Road and the Cecilton-Warwick Road.

The main (3story hall/parlor) blck rests on a granite foundation
and'’sheathed with weatherboard. The medium sloped roof is covered
with seamed tin. Extending to the north is a 2 story 4 bay by 1 room
frame weatherboard structure with a low pitched seamed tin roof.
Attached to the north gable end i a two story two bay by one room kitchen
with wide and uneven weatherboard siding. It is not exactly known
which of the first two structures was built first but family tradition
documents the front structure being added in the 1850-1860's.

The main (south) facade is three stories high with a western
entrance and symmetrical fenestration. The 6/6 sash have a thumb and
astragal backband with beaded corner. Two panel shutters flank the
first floor windows and louvered flank the second and third. The western
bay entrance has an elaborate framing with multi-pane sidelights with
panels below and a delicately divisioned transom. The lights are
flanked by simple pilasters and molded architrave. The frieze above
that is plain but the cornice has a row of dentils and molded cap.

The same dentiled cornice is repeated along the eave of the main facade. A
single story porch stretches across the three bays and is supported by

elaborate cast iron work. The designs in the supports and railings are lyre

forms and grapevine designs run horizontally and fill the corners.
Baskets of fruit with birds on each side are located on the front edge
of the roof.

The east gable end has a 6/6 sash on each floor and a 3/3 attic
light. The end is finished with lain bargeboard and brick chimney rises
out of the gable end with a slightly corbelled cap.

The west gable end is similar except there is no chimney pile.
The west side of the middle section is four bays across with an entrance
in the third bay from the south. The four panel door has a three
light transom. The trim is plain around both the door and the 6/6
sash windows. Two panel shutters flank the first floor windows and
louvered flank the second. A boxed cornice stretches across with short

continuations on the gable ends. There is a shift in the foundation that would

point to the two different stages of construction. The foundation

drops with the rear section and a slight seam appears between the sections.
A large covered stack rises out of the center section and supplies flues
for two rooms. A flat roof porch covers the northern three bays and is
supported by square cham@ﬁered posts with molded bases and capitals.
Scrolled brackets decorate the corners between posts and roof.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Davis House or Ward's Knowledge is an extremely significant
farm in the first election district. The farm was owned by the present
residents ancestor in 1877, a J. W. Davis; and the property has remained
in the family's hands to this day. Architecturally, the house is not
an uncommon form and similar front blocks can be found especially in
Chesapeake City. The rear section wheather earlier or not is not an
unusual addition and neither is the kitchen wing. The house as a whole,
however, becomes extremely significant since it is tied together with an dsee
abundance ogy;pgggﬁgéng details. Exterior porches tie the structure
together an Ainteriors fare found throughout the house. The illusionary
wall paper in the front room to the grained woodwork in the rear section
typify the mid nineteenth century. The staircase is not unique but
assuredly uncommon.

1860 Tax 637 A Frame House $ 12,890

1862 Tax 637 A Frame House £ 12,890
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Ward's Knowledge Page 2

The east side of this four bay section has been extended, first
with a sincgle story hep roof porch with seamegggin roof and champhered posts,
and then with an enclosed second floor three by one room section
over the southerr three bays. A pantry was added on the first floor
SO a one bay by one bay section was enclosed in the third bay from the
south. A continuous scrolled fascia decorates the space between each
supportive post. The porch covers the first floor of the kitchen which is
a two bay by one room structure with steeper tin roof and uneven
weatherboards. The east side has a porch entrance and an adjacent 6/6
sash window. There are two 3/6 sash on the second floor with louvered
shutters. The north end is plain and it appears as if an earlier
opening has been closed-up. The west side has two 9/6 sash with
paneled shutters on the first floor and two 3/6 lights with louvered
shutters. The moldings on all the kitchen windows is plain except
for the two western second floor sash which have the same molding as
the front block. (Thumb and astragal).

Interior decorations dates from the second to third quarter of the
19th century. The front hall contains the main stair that rises two
flights with a continuous oval handrail. The main newel and supportive posts
have a long bulbous turning and flat oval cap. The newel like the turned
balusters, are made of birds-eye maple. The handrail rises sharply
before each landing and makes a 1/4 turn before the next post.

The front parlor mantel has a fluted sorround with bulls-eye
cerner blocks, a plain frieze and molded shelf. The shelf breaks out
at the ends. The window and door surrounds are identical to the fire-
place surround. Some extra decorations have been done in this room that
are not readily found. The floor is striped with an alternating
dark and light stain. The walls have been papered with a unusual design
that imitates wainscoting, chair rail and cornice.

The second floor bedroom has a similar mantel only on a smaller scale.
A closet with a four panel door is located to the south of the mantel.
An entry into the back bedroom was cut through the north wall and a
few steps descend into the back bedroom. Likewise on the north hall wall
a door was cut through but carpenters avoided cutting the girt and
boxed it in so the threshold of the door is uneven with the floor.
It is raised about 12 inches. The third floor of the main block is
finished.

The south room of the middle sectin is presently used as a living
room. It has widely molded door and window surrounds with splayed
window reveals and panels below each opening. The slate mantel has
an arched opening and concave molded spandrals. A molded volute
supports a curved mantel shelf.

The present dining room is on the other side of an enclosed back
stair. All the woodwork including the mantel has been grained. The
door and window surround change to a stylized crossett. The four
panel doors have porcelain escutcheons. The mantel consists of simple
slightly beveled pilasters that support a scrolled frieze, bed molding;
and a thick mantel shelf.



Ward's Knowledge Page 3

The kitchen is basically plain with a beaded board enclosed
winder stair and closet and built-in cupboards. The second floor of
the middle section and this section consist of bedroom with fairly
plain detailing. A small mantel is found in the south bedroom of the
middle section.

All attic spaces have been closed off and the only basement exists
under the front block. Access is gained through an exterior cellar
entry on the east porch. The usual whitewashed vertically sawn floor
joists are present with a large stack support on the east wall.

Nineteenth century barn buildings include a medium sized hay barn
with vertical siding, wood shingle roof and a new block foundation.
A louvered cupola with pyramidal roof decorates the ridgeline. Other

smaller granariezénd storage sheds are found to the west of the main hay barn.
e

A small meat hou and obsollete windmill are found to the east of the

main house.
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