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0NAME 
HISTORIC 

Cecil Manufacturing Mill Site 
AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Leeds Road 
CITY. !OWN 

Leeds VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC x_oCCUPIED 

-BUILDING(S) x_PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

-""""'''"" _STRUCTURE -BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

~SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

John Erickson 
STREET & NUMBER 

Leeds 
CITY. TOWN 

Elkton 

X-YES: RESTRICTED 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

_ VICINITY OF 

0LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Clerk of the Circuit Court 
STREET & NUMBER 

Cecil County Court House 
CITY. TOWN 

Elkton 

IJ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Cecil 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA~K 

_EDUCATIONAL X-PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER: 

Telephone#: 398~23g5 

Maryland 

Liber #: 
:e'olio #: 

STATE , Zl.p code 

WEB 12 
215 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTlON 

_EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

~NEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X_ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Cecil Manufacturing Co. Mill site is on the west bank 
of the Little Elk Creek. In 1794, ten acres of land was purchased to 
build a woolen mill upon.: The stone factory that they built was four 
stories in height, 65 feet by 57 feet with an attached machine shop 56 
zeet by twenty feet. It was used to manufacture woolen cloth. The 
machinery used in the mill is supposed to have been shipped from Europe. 
Included within these are spinning and carding machines. 

A fire in l853 destroyed the mill and it was never rebuilt, the 
~ill was standing in 1881 when Joh wrote his History of Cecil Co. 

-Today, only a mill race and a group of mounds remain. 
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Ill SIGNIFICANCE 
.-;-- -

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

-1500-1599 

-1600-1699 

-1700-1799 

)f-1 800-1899 

)f-1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
--

-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMM.UNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

-AGRICULTURI; -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

-ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

-ART -ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

-COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

-COMMUNICATIONS x__INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_QTHER (SPECIFY) 

The Cecil Manufacturing Company was the first organized 
company for the manufacture of woolen goods in the state of Maryland. 
In 1805 the company hired John Wilson from Yorkshire, England to run the 
mill. This company manufactured a considerable amount of good and it 
is said presented ex-President Jefferson with cloth sufficient to make 
him a suit of clothes, which he wore when being inaugerated. 

In Albert Gallatin's 1810 report, the mill was described as 
having capital of $16,000.00, twenty employees, and an annual output of 

/- 8,000 yards of material. 

By 1828, business was slack and Robert Carter purchased the 
mill and operated a paper works here until 1853. 
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. ~~ . 
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Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS• 1108 


