
CE-75 

Fairhill Races Clubhouse, (Fair Hill N.R.M.A. Headquarters 

Building, Fieldstone House, George Edward Mitchell House) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 

 

Last Updated: 12-18-2012 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST NR Eligible: yes _ 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM no 

Property Name: Fair Hill NRMA Headquarters Building Inventory Number: CE-75 

Address: MP 213 and Fair Hill Drive Historic district: yes X no 

City: Fair Hill Zip Code: _ County: Cecil 

USGS Quadrangle(s): Newark West _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Property Owner: Maryland Department of Natural Resources Tax Account ID Number: 

Tax Map Parcel Number(s): 385 Tax Map Number: 13 

Project: MP 273 at MP 213 Agency: FHWA/SHA 

Agency Prepared By: SHA Architectural Historian 

Preparer's Name: Anne E. Bruder Date Prepared: 08/10/2004 

Documentation is presented in: Project Review and Compliance Files 

Preparer's Eligibility Recommendation: X Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: X A _ B X D Considerations: _ A __B __C __D _ E __F _ G 

Complete if the property is a contributing or non-contributing resource to a NR district/property: 

Name of the District/Property: 

Inventory Number: Eligible: yes Listed: yes 
——— 

.e visit by MHT Staff yes X no Name: Date: 

Description of Property and Justification: (Please attach map and photo) 

The Fair Hill N.R.M.A. Headquarters Building was first inventoried in 1967 as part of the original Cecil County MIHP survey. 
The original building is a stone structure which dates to the second quarter of the nineteenth century, when the building was owned 
by the Brokaw Family. During the 1960s, several additions were made, including four dormers in the attic storey and a hipped 
roof one storey addition that may have been an open porch at one time. A stone fireplace at the west end of the porch is also a 
1960s addition. 

The building sits on the southeast corner of the former Elkton, Andora and Lewisville Plank Road and Fair Hill Drive (old MD 
273). It was taken over by the Maryland Department of Natural Resources in the 1970s, following the death of Mr. William 
duPont, Jr. duPont had used the building as a clubhouse for his Fair Hill Race Course, a 17-jump steeplechase course. The house 
is now used by the National Steeplechase Association for its offices. In addition, because it is within the Fair Hill N.R.M.A. 
property, there is a tall foot fence along the western boundary of the building. 

The Fair Hill N.R.M.A. Headquarters Building has been altered as a result of its ownership by first duPont and then by the DNR 
and the National Steeplechase Association. As a result of these alterations, the Fair Hill Headquarters Building lacks integrity of 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 

Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended ")(" 

Criteria: _ A _ B _ _ C _ D Considerations: _ _ A _ B C _ _ D _ E F G 

MHT Comments: 

Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date 

Reviewer, National Register Program Date 
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Page 2 

aterials, design, feeling and association. SHA has therefore determined that it is not eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places under Criteria A (events) and C (architecture). Research undertaken for this project did not identify persons of significance, 
so Criterion B was not met, while Criterion D was not investigated as part of this portion of the study. Because this historic 
resource is part of the Fair Hill NRMA property, its boundaries are included within the larger resource found on Cecil County Tax 
Map 13, Parcel 385. 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 

Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: __A _ B C _ D Considerations: A B C __D _ E _ F _ G 

MHT Comments: 

Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date 

Reviewer, National Register Program Date 











Maryland Historical Trust survey NO CE-75 

Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic 

other Fair Hill N.R.M.A. H e a d q u a r t e r s B u i l d i n g 

2. Location 
street & number Fair Hill N.R.M.A. , off of route 213 not for publication 

city, town E l k t o n _x_ vicinity 

county C e c i l 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Maryland Depar tmen t of N a t u r a l R e s o u r c e s 

street & number 580 Taylor Avenue, Tawes State Office Building telephone (410) 260-8186 

city, town Annapolis state and zip code Maryland, 21401 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. tax map and parcel 

city, town liber and folio 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
Individually Listed in the National Register/Maryland Register 
Contributing Resource in National Register District 
Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Recorded by HABS/HAER 
HSR or Research report at MHT 
Other: 

6. Classification 



CE-75 
Category Ownership Current Function Resource Count 

district - X public agriculture landscape Contributing Noncontributing 
x building(s) private _JXL_ commerce/trade x recreation/culture buildings 

structure both defense religion sites 
site _JK domestic social structures 
object education transportation objects 

funerary work in progress Total 
government unknown 
health care vacant/not in use Number of Contributing Resources 
industry other: previously listed in the Inventory 

7. Description survey NO CE-15 

Condition 
JX excellent deteriorated 

good ruins 
fair _XL altered 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it exists today. 

*See Attached 



Inventory Number: 
Fair Hill N.R.M.A. Headquarters Building 
Cecil County, MD 
C. Mazurek 
June 1998 
Section 7.1 

Addendum 

The Fair Hill N.R.M.A., Department of Natural Resources, 
Headquarters Building is located on the Southeast corner of the 
intersection of Maryland route 213 and Maryland route 273. In the 
previous survey in 1979 this building is called the Fair Hill Races 
Clubhouse, however as noted on this addendum it is currently the 
location of park operations for the Fair Hill N.R.M.A. The 
structure has changed little since the last survey was undertaken, 
except for the addition of an unpainted exterior wood emergency 
staircase on the north facade. 



8. Significance survey NO CE-75 

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below 
1600-1699 agriculture - economics _ health/medicine performing arts 
1700-1799 archeology — education industry philosophy 

ji1800-1899 _ x archjtecture engineering invention politics/government 
1900-1999 g r t entertainment/ landscape architecture religion 

commerce recreation law science 
communications — e t h n i c heritage literature social history 
community planning —*• exploration/ maritime history _x transportation 
conservation settlement military _ other: 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 

Evaluation for: 

National Register X. Maryland Register X not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, and a narrative discussion of the history 
of the resource and its context. (For compliance reports, discuss evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual). 

*See Attached 



Maryland Historical Trust survey NO CE-75 

Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

Name 
Continuation Sheet 
Number 8 Page J2. 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE PRESERVATION PLAN DATA 

Geographic Organization: Eastern Shore 

Chronological/Developmental Period(s): Agricultural-Industrial Transition 

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme(s): Architecture, Landscape Architecture, Community Planning. 

Resource Type: 

Category: Buildings 

Historic Environment Rural 

Historic Function(s) and Use(s):(Fafmtf% 

Known Design Source: None 



9. Major Bibliographical References survey NO CE-15 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

\ 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title C.Mazurek, H i s t o r i c S i t e s Surveyor 

organization Maryland Department of Natural Resources date 9 / 2 8 / 9 8 

street & number 580 Taylor Avenue, Tawes State Office Building telephone 4 1 0 2 6 0 - 8 1 9 2 

city or town Annapolis state and zip code Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland 
Legislature to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 4 1 , Section 181 KA, 
1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to : Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2 023 
410-514-7646 





DNR-103 0800755204 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST CE-75 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

FAIRHILL RACES CLUBHOUSE, N.R.M.A. H.O. 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

S . E . c o r n e r Md. R t . 2 1 3 a n d Md. R t . 2 7 3 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

F a i r h i l l VICINITY OF 
STATE COUNTY 

Maryland 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
—DISTRICT X—PUBLIC X-OCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

X-BUILDING(S) _PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL X—PARK 
TRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL X—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—o.TE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—OBJECT —IN PROCESS X - y E S : RESTRICTED X-GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

—NO —MILITARY —OTHER: 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

State of Maryland, Dept. of Natural Resourctelephone #: 
STREET & NUMBER 

Tawes Building 
CITY. TOWN STATE , Z i p C O d e 

A n n a p o l i s VICINITY OF M a r y l a n d 2 1 4 0 1 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION L i b e r # . 
COURTHOUSE, L a n d R e c o r d s F o l i o # : 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, E T c C e c i i C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e 
STREETS. NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

E l k t o n M a r y l a n d 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

(1967 County Survey, Paul Brinkman, done on HABS sheets) 

1 9 6 7 —FEDERAL __STATE ^-COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS M H T 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

^-EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED _UNALTERED X_ORIGfNAL SITE 

—GOOD _RUINS iLALTERED _MOVED DATE 

_FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The structure is a large rectangular plan house with long 
axis running east to west, two storeys under a gable roof 
with east-west ridge. The house was built in two sections. 
The older (c. 1840) is stone, with a modern frame extension 
to the east, on axis. The number of bays is not constant, 
at a maximum of six on the first storey, south elevation. 
There are four dormers on the south slope of the roof, five 
on the north. A frame porch-addition, completely weather-
tight, spans the first storey of the south elevation. A 
massive stone chimney (1960's) rises out of the fireplace 
at its west end. The porch has a central entrance (south) 
with sidelights and transom. There is a one storey frame 
addition of three bays on the east end of the north elevation. 
The original main chimney rises out of the east wall of 
the stone section, now roughly in the center of the main 
roof. Details of the exterior belong generally to the ^^^^ 
1960's rennovation, including boxed eaves and cornices, 
cornice returns at the eaves, on both the main roof and 
the dormers (very heavily proportioned on the dormers). 
All frame portions are clapboarded. All windows are 6/6. 
The stone section has brick flat-arched lintels with 
shaped "keystone" brick on the north elevation, very massive 
flat granite arches of two slabs with keystone elsewhere. 
There seems to be some original late federal/early greek 
revival woodwork on the interior of the stone section 
(original reveals of the entrance, e.g.) which has been 
mixed with considerable reproduction work. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



CE-75 

SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

-1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION _LAW —SCIENCE 

-1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

-1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

-1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER 

_1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

-1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) 

—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES c # 18 4 0 / c 1 9 6 0 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Among the first properties to be bought by William DuPont 
in his campaign to purchase Fairhill, probably his first 
house, acquired between 1925 and 1930. The extensive 
rennovations of the 1960's are intimidating, in that they 
overwhelm and nearly engulf the stone section, and have 
been richly but not very sensitively done. The original 
house remains of some interest, especially in such original 
woodwork as remains. The additions and alterations are inter
esting in their own right as "popular" attempts to deal with 
an historic structure. 

This house appears on the 1877 atlas as the residence of 
W.H. Brokaw. 

Recommendation: 

The house is needed and well cared for, and good maintenance 
is assured. Regardless of its compromised character, changes 
which are contemplated should be discussed with the MHT 
before initiation. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
1858 Martenet Map 
1877 Lake, Griffing, & Stevenson Atlas, Cecil County 
1967 MHT form 
1979 Interview with Mr. Merriweather, NRMA superintendent 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

J o h n Hnedak 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust 
STREET 8. NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 



STATE M a r y l a n d HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

COUNTY C e C I INVENTORY CE - 7 5 
TOWN VICINITY 

STREETNO. F a i r H i l l 2 N A M E —$cie[6sM4 

DATE OR PERIOD L a t e 1 8 t h c e n t u r y 
O R I G I N A L O W N E R * 

ORIGINAL USE D w e l l i n g S T Y L E C o l o n i a l 
A R CHI T P f T 

PRESENT OWNER E-atafc-e uP Win r~~du P o n t B U I L D E R 

PRESENT USE D w e l l i n g 
WALL CONSTRUCTIONP j e J d s t o n e if C l a p - 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

NO. OF STORIES 2 - 1 / 2 b o a r d 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC N O 

This is a large composite house five bays long. The right three 
bays are fieldstone while the other two are clapboard. The house 
is three bays deep. It has large generous and deep proportions 
and is set on a very high basement and is capped by a steeply 
pitched A-roof. All of the wi ndows am 6/6 sashes. There is one 
chimney enclosed at the wi|it end of the house. There are 5 
6/6 dormers on the roof. The windows on the front of the stone 
section have fiat brick arches while those on the side and rear 
have arches composed of two large fieIdstone3 each^ with a smaller 
stone keystone between them. There are large high windows on the 
baaement level. The clapboard section of this house is probably 
later in date than the stone part and may date from the first 
quarter of the nineteenth century. At the rear of the house is 
a large fieldstone chimney which may have been for a now 
non-existent kitchen wing. Unfortunately this house has been 
altered in that the door has been moved and the windows are new 
aluminum sashes, but otherwise it is in good condition and its 
exterior remains relatively unchanged. 





CE-75 
Lake, Griffing & Stevenson 

Atlas, 1877 

D I S T R I C T N? A-

Scale 2 inches to the Mile-

















Fair Hill Clubhouse CE-75 
Northwest Elevation 
Fair Hill 
PBT 1981 
NEG./MD. Hist. Trust 






