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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Gilpin Falls Hydro Electric Plant Site is located at the foot of Gilpin
Falls. The plant was built in the latter half of 1905 by Frederick Shoff of
Colmanville, Pennsylvania. THe plant when completed consisted of a frame power
house, several water gates, a steel and concrete flume, and a frame boardwalk.

The power house is no longer standing, but many early photographs are still
in existence. The building was three bays long by one bay deep with an entrance in
the west gable end. The gable roof was covered with wood shingles and had a shed
dormer on the north side. A small inside end chimney of brick was located in the
west gable end. TTe building had wooden siding and a stone foundation.

The building was destoryed about the time of the Second World War and the
metal substances were removed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Gilpin Falls Hydro Electric Plant was the first electric plant in Cecil
County. It operated for only several years before giving way to the Conowingo

Dam system.

An interesting storey was that the town of North East was not all too sure of
whether or not it wanted electricity, but became the firstttown to have lights.

Apparently members of the town board woted no.

The site might have some archeological importance to industrial historians.
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George W. Lutz III, Field Historian

ORGANIZATION DATE
Cecil Historical Trust, Inc. April 1977
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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