
CE-778 
Ginn-:C,-erly House 
Near Warwick 
Private 

c. 1820-1840 

The Ginn-Byerly House is one of many Ginn Family houses 

that bordered the roads to head of Sassafras. This farmhouse 

and land comprise the northwest corner of Ginns Crossroads. 

The farmhouse is one of a very few braced timber frame 

structures with brick nogging to be found in the county. 

Bricks fill the spaces between the main framing members 

and studs and provide extra insulation that is not 'tll;flNl:Aifs 

found in old frame houses. Brick nogging is a common 

feature of many English dwellings where the bricks are 

stuccoed or plastered and the main framing members are 

left exposed. In the case of this house the frame has 

always been covered with an application of sawn weatherboard. 

(Orig.weatherboards remain intact above the shed kitchen. 

The space has been partitioned and whitewashed numerous 

times and undoubtedly inte•ck~for occupancy.) 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST CE-778 

MAGI #080:1785304 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UNAME 
HISTORIC 

Ginn Farm 
AND/OR COMMON 

Byerly Farm 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER, 

Sassafras Road just west of US 3©1 
CITY, TOWN 

Wawwick ...X.. VICINITY OF 

STATE 
Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

::K_BUILDING(S) XPRIVATE X-UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

-·· _SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS X_YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

.Anna Byerly 
STREET & NUMBER 

Cecilton-Warwick Road 
CITY, TOWN 

Werwick ..,x._ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATIQN OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Clerk of the Circuit Court 
STREET & NUMBER 

Cecil County Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN 

Elktpp 

Ii.I REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

File 1-154 

CONGRESSIONAL i;>ISTRICT 

COUNTY ll 
Vee 

1 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

:__coMMERCIAL __ PARK 

' _EDUCATIONAL X-PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ 'GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER: 

Telephone #: 755-6878 

STATE , 

Maryl and 
zip code 
21912 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

WAS 129 
524 

STATE 

MarvJmd 

_FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

~FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

bLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~RIGINAL SITE 

!..MOVED DATE, __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

/BZO - r&4o 
The Ginn-Byerly House c. ~ is a 2~ story four bay 

by two room brick nagged center hall timbeP frame house ·On· 
Sassafras Road just south of Warwick, Md. The house faces 
east with the main gable running north/south. 

The main block has a 1~tu;tled kitchen off the north 
end. The whole structure rests on a fieldstone footing. 
and the weatherboards covered with a composition til.e. 
sheathing. The steeply pitched roof is covered with 
corrugated tin. ,, ~ 

The east-· (main) facade is i'our bays across with a'.n ·· 
entrance in the third bay from the north. The first floor 
windows pave been changed to a 2/2 sash. 6/6 sash remain 
on the second floor. The surrounds are plain. The front 
door is a late 19th century replacement but the fluted 
surround remains. A boxed cornice .stretches above the 
second floor sash. A single bay front porch protects the 
entrance and is supported by champhered posts with scrolled 
corner brackets. 

The south end has two 2/2 first floor lights that flank 
the interior end brick chimney stack. The eaves are not 
extended and the bargeboard is plain. 

The wes,t< s~de has .. thr~e op,enings evenly centered 
across with a central hall door. The 6/6 sash remain on 
botl;t f.loors .and a ,sped porch covers tq~ ,two np,:rther J:>~Y~ .. , 
Another door'that enters into the back room seems 'to have 
been a recent alteration. 

The shed addition has basically the same detailing •. " A 
small bathroom was added to the west wall and next to the 
back door. The shed does cover some early sawn weatherboards 
and exposed timber framing with brick nogging, ~n the north 
wall of the main block. The wall framing consists of 
corner braced main vertical and horizontal members and 
regularly spaced four inch studs.Between each stud is a 
narrower member probably used for stablizing the brick 
nogging. Another fact about the house that was alluded 
to by local legend was that it had been moved from 
nearer 301. It seems as if this may have been true because 
also covered by the shed kitchen is a second floor window 
opening that has been rendered useless with the brick 
chimney pile that rises inside. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ginn-Byerly House 
Page Two 

The interior woodwork dates from the second quarter 
of the 19th century. The center stair has a oval handrail 
that is supported by tapered square supports beginning 
with the main newel post and on each landing. The handrail 
rises sharply before each support and is supported by two 
rectangular balusters on each tread. The stringer is 
plain and the area below plastered. A small door with six 
raised panels provides access to storage space below the 
stair. The main six panel doors to each room have beaded 
flush panels. The surrounds are molded with a cyma carve~~band. 
The largest room is south of the hall and runs the full 
depth of the house. A central fireplace has a heavy mantel 
piece with molded surrou...~a with heavy convex curve centered 
in the surround. Two strips of this molding stretch across 
the frieze with large decorative blocks on each end that 
support the simply molded mantel shelf. Typical paneled 
closets are found on each side of the chimney breast. 
Exposed and beaded corner posts are found in the two southern 
corners and as one would expect in the northern corners also. 
Intermediate posts support the east and west wall are 
exposed in the two rooms north of the hall. The north 
half of the first floor is heated by corner fireplaces 
in the north wall. The two mantels are much closer to 
the federal formula of design with raised frieze tablets 
that support a heavily molded and broken shelf:. cThe fireplace 
opening surround has a narrow molding with bulls-eye 
corner blocks. 

The second floor is divided in the same manner although 
the stair rises to the attic enclosed in the northwest 
bedroom with a winder stair with beaded board sheathing. 
The doors and trim to all rooms are beaded with butt hinges 
and cast thumb latches with a molded handle. An extra 
room is found at the head of the stair. 

The attic is one large space with a common rafter 
system with collar beams tacked on. 



·"' a SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW -1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_ 1500-1599 -AGRICULTURF; 

_1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE 
_ 1700-1 799 -ART 

.:i1aoo-1a99 -COMMERCE 

_1900- -COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_EXP LORA TION/SETTLEM ENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_QTHER (SPECIFY) 

The Ginn-Byerly House appears on both Cecil County 
Maps under the Ginn Family (in 1858 John Ginn - 1877 Mrs. 
E. v. Ginn). The Ginn family not only owned this farm 
but several nearby structures and therefore received 
recognition with the local crossroads as Ginn's torner. 
This specific structure is a early brick nogged timber 
frame with Georgian pian and important in illuminating 
building traditions in Cecil County and the ire.st of 
Maryland. Brick nogging is a traditional method of 
filling walls and the Georgian plan is characteristic of 
English tradition in floor planning. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Cf-11i ~-

IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONT!NUE ON SEl.'AMTE SHEET If NECESSAIW 

D!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

[DFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Paul B. Ta.uart Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Cecil County Co:mraittee 1 /29/80 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Cecil County Courthouse 398-7568 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

El'.ktn ~ Harylarld 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record. purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



CE-778 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

~s11o:e.2fi,<1' 
0~'1'18i~ 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Byerly Farm 

AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Bet~~~~o!~· 282 and U.S 301 an Ginns Corner Road soy.th gf t?°S'rfd~t~~toNALDISTRICT 

Warwick '*:: VICINITY OF 

STATE 
Maryland 

DcLAss1FICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

~UILDING(S) KPRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

STATUS 

X_OCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Anna Byerly 

STREET & NUMBER 

Star Route 

CITY. TOWN 

Warwick 

X-YES: RESTRICTED 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

~ VICINITY OF 

BLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. 

Clerk of the Circuit Court 
STREET & NUMBER 

Cecil County Courthouse 

COUNTY 

Cedl 

PRESENT USE 

X-AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PA:iK 

_EDUCATIONAL X-PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 758-6878 

STATE, ZJ.p code 
Maryland 219J2 

Liber #; WAS 129 
:e'olio #: 524 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

l!REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

.,,.~ DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

_FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

:X....DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

c<c>ll& 

CHECK ONE 

:x-ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Barclay House is a large frame dwelling built in the colonial style. It is 
two storeys in height and three bays long by two deep with a shed addition on the 
east gable~end. The house has a steep gable roof with brick inside end chimneys. The 
roof has a box cornice and is covered with The exterior 
of this building has siding shingles laid in stone bond fashion. All of the window 
frames are capped. The sash on the first floor is 4/4 and 6/6 on the second. The 
facade of the building has a central entrance with fluter pilasters on each side of the 
doorway. A victorian era porch has been built on the front and rear of the house. 
The house aas a fieldstone foundation. The roof appears not to be the original, lines 
on the chimney show that an earlier roof was much steeper than the present one, 

Unfortunately the interior of the house was not open. This house should 
receive more work and is endangered dur to physical deterioration. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

,iERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

-1500-1599 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-1600-1699 

*1700-1799 

-1800-1899 

_1900-

---ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

___.ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

:&-AGRICULTURI; 

:&-ARCHITECTURE 

---ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

CE-77~ 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY! 

The house has extremely early lines with a very steep roof and tall inside 
end chimneys. It is much more like the tidewater styles than the Pennsylvania influence 
which is so predominant in Cecil County. An interior investigation and title search 
would be very beneficial. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



c~-11i 

IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEJ;>AMTE SHEET If NECESSA~Y 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

George W. Lutz, III Field Historian 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Cecil County Committee Tune 1 977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

RD 2 
CITY OR TOWN 

Bfaing Sup 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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