
CE-809 
SPENCE PROPERTY 
Elkton 
Private 

circa 1875 

The Spence House is a combination of two late 19th century 
frame structures, each two stories tall, unified by a central cross 
gable and shed porch. This house form is common, and found in a 
number of late 19th century structures throughout the county. 
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6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Soo::nce Prooer:ty 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Irishtown Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Elkton ""*- VICINITY OF 

STATE 

> Maryh nA 
DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ~OCCUPIED 

.XBUILDING(S) ~PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

.xSTRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE ,----. 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS ~ES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED - YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Jesse Snence 
STREET & NUMBER 

Irishtown Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Elkton x_ v1c1N1TY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Clerk of the D Circuit Court 
STREET & NUMBER 

Cec:i.l County Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN 

Elkton 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

J 
COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 
-XAGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL .}{PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER: 

Telephone #: 398-4295 

Marv land 21921 
STATE , zip code 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

Mazylapd 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

,r- DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



f.IDESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

*GOOD 

-FAIR 

CONDITION 

-DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

...XORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DAT~--

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Spence Property c. 1870 is located south of Iris~ 
Road. The 2 story 2 bay by one room frame structure had a 
2 bay addition that kept the same roof line. The house has 
an east/west axis with the main facade facing north. 

The structure rests on an uncoursed stone foundation and is 
completely sheathed with weatherboard siding. The roof is of 
a medium pitch and covered with tar paper. Chimneys protrude 
at the west gable end of the eastern 2 bay section and in the 
center of the western section. A small cross gable with 2/2 
sash was added with the 2 bay addition to unify the structure. 

The fenestration is symmetrical on each 2 bay section and 
the trim is plain. The late 19th century doors have 4 panels 
and late 19th century hardware. Single story shed roof porches 
stretch across both the north and south facades and are supported 
by square posts. The north porch retains its'. scrolled corner 
brackets and is partially inclosed. 

The interior was not seen but not particularly significant. 

The property has a few typical barn buildings and wagon 
sheds along with an uncoursed stone spring house located 
500 yards south of the main house. It is about 6' x 6' with 
a later shed roof covering. The spring still remains active. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE cE-ror 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC -XA.RCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 -Xf>,GRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 -XARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

.X.1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

'I1he Spence House is not extremely significant architecturally. 
It is a common 2 bay form with a similar addition. The stone 
spring house is a form not generally found on farm propertiesji'n h .. 1< /Je<-1<-o 
Mr. Spence has also massed quite a collection of Indian artifacts 
from simple plowing. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEl,>AMTE SHEET If NECESSARY 

lmGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

IDFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Paql B. Touart Historic Sites Snrveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Cecil Countv Comraittee 
STREET & NUMBER 

Cecil County Courthouse 
CITY OR TOWN 

Elkton 

DATE 

6t14/7S 
TELEPHONE 

STATE 

M.;a.ry 1 an GI 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
{301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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