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Documentation is presented in: Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Form CE-817, on file at the Maryland Historical Trust, 
Crownsville, Maryland. 

Preparer's Eligibility Recommendation: Eligibility recommended x Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: A B c D Considerations: A B c D E F G 

Complete if the property is a contributing or non-contributing resource to a NR district/property: 

Name of the District/Property: 

Inventory Number: Eligible: yes Listed: yes 

te visit by MHT Staff yes x no Name: Date: 

Description of Property and Justification: (Please attach map and photo) 

Please note: Oldfield Point Road runs in a northeast to southwest direction; however, when referring to directions or e levations in 
the text below, the terms "north" and "south" are used for simplicity. 

Physical Description 
The 128.15-acre Boettcher Property, 744 Oldfield Point Road , is located on the east and west sides of Oldfield Point Road in 
Elkton, Cecil County, Maryland. The property consists of a circa-1928 one-and-one-half-story side-gabled dwelling with a circa-
1940 addition, and a circa-2000 pole shed. The dwelling contains elements of the Colonial Revival style. Foundation remnants 
from two earlier structures that are no longer extant are located approximately 120 feet west of the dwelling. The dwelling and pole 
shed are located at the end of a dirt farm lane that extends east from Oldfield Point Road and passes to the south of the buildings 
(Photograph I ). Two large fields are located north and south of the farm lane, and the north side of the lane is lined with mature 
deciduous trees. Mature trees occupy the rest of the property on the east side of Oldfield Point Road, extending to the Elk River. 
Aerial photographs suggest the presence of one small structure located at the east end of the property adjacent to Elk River; 
however, access to this portion of the property was denied by a locked gate. Based on the size, scale, and location of the structure, 
it appears to be a duck blind used for hunting. The portion of the property on the west side of Oldfield Point Road contains no 
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buildings and is compri sed of one large field , surrounded by mature trees. 

Dwelling 
A c irca- 1928 dwelling is located at the end of the dirt farm lane and faces west towards Oldfield Point Road. The dwelling consists 
of a c irca- 1928 side-gabled main block and a circa-1940 gable-front addition (north end) that together fo rm a "T" shape. The 
frame dwelling is one and one-half stories in height, rests on a concrete block and parged foundation, and the exterior wall s are 
clad in aluminum sid ing. The gabled roofs are c lad in asphalt shingles and feature a boxed metal cornice. Two chimneys pierce the 
roof: an exterior stone chimney is located on the south e levation, while an interior brick chimney is centrally located where the 
mai n block meets the add ition. Typical windows in the dwelling consist of one-over-one-light, double-hung, vi nyl replacement 
windows with a simple profiled wood trim, unless otherwise noted. A metal manhole cover is located just south of the chimney on 
the south elevation while two concrete caps, possibly from a former well , are located approximately 45 feet south of the dwelling. 

The west elevation (fa<;ade) is four bays wide (Photograph 2). The southern two bays are located in the main block, and from left 
to right conta in the main entrance and a three-part picture window. The main entrance is accessed by a concrete block, brick, and 
stone masonry porch with two steps. The main entrance consists of a modern nine-pane l metal door that is flanked on each side by 
three-light-over-one-panel side li ghts. The door trim consists of fl at metal, with a small portion of the original wood entab lature 
visible above the door consisting of modi II ions and a simple profiled cornice. The southernmost bay of the main block contains a 
large vinyl picture window flanked on each side by vinyl replacement windows. A simple wood entablature that matches the 
entrance surmounts the windows. The basement level of the main block contains one three-light, hinged, wood window. The west 
elevation of the add ition contains fo ur evenly spaced three-light, fixed metal windows in the basement leve l; two evenl y spaced 
windows in the first story; and one two-over-two-light, double-hung, wood window centered in the half-story. 

The south elevation is fo ur bays wide. The main block contains two bays and separates the south elevati on of the addition; one bay 
is located in the western end of the addition , two bays are located in the eastern end of the addition. The south elevation of the 
main block conta ins one three-light wood window in the basement level, one typica l window in the first story, and one two-over
two-light, double-hung, wood window in the gab le peak (Photograph 3). The south elevation of the western portion of the add ition, 
which faces the fa<;ade of the main block, conta ins one typical window (Photograph 2).The south elevation of the eastern portion of 
the addition features a nine-light-over-three-panel modern metal door protected by a modern metal storm door in the western bay 
and a set of paired typical windows in the eastern bay (Photograph 3). 

The north elevation of the main block is completely concea led by the circa- 1940 addition. The north elevation of the addition 
contains five bays in the first story, a ll of which contain typical windows (Photograph 4). The basement level conta ins a metal 
bulkhead that provides access from the exterior and four three-light, fixed meta l windows. 

A set of four stone steps lead from the farm lane to the north, prov iding access to the concrete deck on the east e levation of the 
main block (Photograph 3). The large concrete deck is accessed by two concrete steps on the east end . The east elevation is four 
bays wide. The southern two bays are located in the main block, while the northern two bays are located in the additio n. The east 
elevation of the main block contains a modern sliding wood door in the southern bay and a set of paired typical windows in the 
northern bay (Photograph 3). The east elevati on of the add ition features fo ur three-light, fixed metal windows in the basement level 
(Photograph 4). The first story of the addition features a set of paired windows in the northern bay and a single typical window in 
the southern bay. The half story conta ins one two-over-two-light, double-hung wood window in the gab le peak. A small stone 
retaining wall is located east of the east e levati on (Photograph 4). 

Overall , the dwelling, which is currently vacant, is in good condition. 
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Pole Shed 
~ circa-2000 pole shed is located north of the dwelling (Photograph 5). Historic aerial imagery and an earlier foundation remnant 
indicate that the circa-2000 pole shed replaced an earlier pole shed at approximately the same location. The pole shed is open on 
the south elevation and enclosed on the west, north, and east elevations. The pole shed has a concrete floor, is constructed of wood 
beams, and corrugated metal comprises the siding and gable roof. 

Foundation Remnants 
A concrete pad and small structure are located approximately 120 feet west of the dwelling (Photograph 6) . Historic aerial imagery 
shows two large buildings at this location, one on the west side of the concrete pad and one on the east side, both of which are no 
longer extant. A small wood structure is located in the northwest corner of the concrete pad and protects an old electrical/fuse box 
that was likely associated with the two former buildings. The structure is open on the south elevation and clad in wood clapboard 
siding on the west, north, and east elevations. The side-gable roof is clad in asphalt shingles. 

Integrity 
The property at 744 Oldfield Point Road maintains integrity of location and setting, as the field patterns and tree lines have largely 
remained unchanged from the date of its construction (ca. 1928). Integrity of feeling and association as a historic farm has been 
compromised by the removal of several extant outbuildings depicted on historic aerials, with only foundation remnants and a small 
electrical shelter remaining on the landscape. The remaining outbuilding, a pole shed, was constructed circa 2000. While the 
property still largely maintains its field patterns, integrity of feeling and association as a farm has been compromised, as the fields 
appear to be fallow and no longer under cultivation. In addition , a former orchard located northwest of the dwelling has been 
allowed to return to forest. Although the dwelling retains original windows in the basement level and half story, integrity of 
materials, design, and workmanship have been compromised overall through replacement windows; replacement doors; and the 
application of aluminum siding, which largely conceals original Colonial Revival-style window and door surrounds still slightly 
visible on the fa<;ade. Although the addition was constructed circa 1940, it largely detracts from the footprint, and therefore also 
detracts from the design and workmanship of the original circa-1928 dwelling. 

Historical Narrative 
Background research suggests the present-day dwelling at 744 Oldfield Point Road was constructed by Frank F. Boettcher circa 
1928. Historically, the property was part of a much larger tract of land referred to as St. John's Manor. Prior to 1845, the land was 
owned by John and Ann Elizabeth Aldridge; in that year, they sold a portion of their land holdings totaling approximately 200 
acres, in two tracts, to William P. Ford (Cecil County Deed Book G.M.C. 9:240). Both the Aldridges and the Fords are shown as 
owning dwellings on the 1858 Martenet map (Martenet 1858). The John Aldridge dwelling is depicted on land associated with the 
present-day dwelling, but is located adjacent to the Elk River. The dwelling can be seen on historic aerial photographs from 1952 
but is no longer extant. Mrs . Ford's (William Ford's wife) dwelling is depicted northeast of the present-day dwelling, adjacent to 
Plum Point. No buildings are shown in the vicinity of the present-day dwelling, but the area of land that fronts Elk River is labeled 
as Mrs. Ford's Fishery. The 1877 Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson map shows the John Aldridge dwelling (northeast of Mrs. Ford ' s 
Fishery) as being owned by George H. Howard as well as a new dwelling owned by Mrs. A.E. Aldridge on the subject property; 
however, the latter is much closer to Elk River than the present-day dwelling (Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson l 877). Field survey 
did not locate any of the former structures; the original survey form, prepared in 1978 for CE-817 (Boettcher Property) , suggests 
that none of these earlier buildings remains on the property (Touart 1978). 

In 1889, the land was sold to Thomas L. Stanley for $3,060 to settle a court case (Cecil County Deed Book J .A.D. 18: 115). The 
1849 deed was not accessible at the time of the title trace, and subsequent deeds do not specify the ownership of the property after 
it was purchased by the Fords. When Thomas L. Stanley died, the property was split and sold ; the land east of Oldfield Point Road 
totaled 60 acres and contained the early dwellings and buildings , and the land west of Oldfield Point Road totaled 140 acres and 
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did not appear to contain any buildings. Henry McCullough purchased both tracts from 19 18 to 192 1 and reunited the 200-acre 
roperty (Cec il County Deed Book C.S.P. 3:425; H.W.L. 4:256). Henry McCullough and his wife, Carrie, so ld the property to 

Robert Mackrell and Frank F. Boettcher, both of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on June 15 , 1927, for $10, and other valuab le 
considerations, and the debt of two mortgages totaling $2,500 (Cec il County Deed Book S.R.A. I :20 l ). 

On March 26, l 928, Robert and Ida Mackrell sold their interest in the property to Frank F. Boettcher for $ 1 and four mortgages 
totaling $5,500 (Ceci l County Deed Book S.R.A. 3:4 11). Both parties in this deed were li sted as residing in Philadelphia, 
indicating the property was not their primary residence. Interestingly, there were two mortgages totaling $2,500 when Robert and 
Frank purchased the property, and when Robert so ld the property to Frank less than one year later there were a total of 4 mortgages 
totaling $5,500. One of the add itiona l mortgages was held by Henry McCullough and tota led $ 1,000 (Ceci l County Deed Book 
S.R.A. 3:411 ). The second additiona l mortgage was held by Frank C. Boettcher and totaled $2,000 (Ceci l County Deed Book 
S.R.A. 3:41 I). Frank C. Boettcher, a brass worker from Philade lphia and Frank F. Boettcher's father, was not involved in previous 
transactions on the property; this suggests the $2,000 g ive n to Frank F. Boettcher and Robert Mackrell may have been earmarked 
for improvements on the property such as constructing the main block of the dwelling circa 1928, possibly as a summer 
home/cabin or tenant house . 

Census information from 1940 indicates Frank F. Boettcher (age 47), along with hi s wife, Hannah (age 44), and children Barbara 
(age 17) and Frank Jr. (age 16), all li ved in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (Ancestry.com 1940, 1930). Frank F. Boettcher owned his 
own contracting company and spec iali zed in sanitary/sewer construction, which is reflected in both the 1930 and 1940 census rolls. 
This further suggests that the dwelling constructed circa 1928 was used as a secondary residence or possibly as an income
generating property; however, no add itional income outside of hi s employment was listed on the census rol l. Historic aerial 
photographs from l 952 and 1970 show several changes on the property. The l 952 aerial clearly shows six buildings that are no 
longer extant on the property in 20 14 (Historicaerial s.com, accessed June 26, 20 14). Two large buildings are shown on the west 
and east sides of the fou ndation remnant/concrete pad located west of the dwelling. One building appears to be a barn, while the 
other is a longer, gable-roofed structure. A pole shed is located north of the dwelling in the same location as the modern pole shed. 
Three additional buildings shown on the aerial are no longer ex tant on the property: a small structure located east of the pole shed, 
a square building southeast of the dwelling, and a square building adjacent to Elk River. An orchard is also evident on the aerial 
and is located northwest of the dwelling. The area where the orchard stood has been allowed to return to forest. The aerial from 
1970 shows severa l changes (Historicaeri als.com, accessed June 26, 20 14). A si lo is present near the current foundation remnants, 
and the larger barn building has been expanded on the south gable e nd . The pole shed near the dwelling and three other structures 
located east of the dwelling and near E lk River are gone. An aeria l from l 995 shows Ii ttle change; the si lo appears to be gone, and 
the barn complex (now the foundation remnants) appears to be extant. An aerial from 2002 shows the property largely as it exists 
in 2014 (Google Earth v.d.). 

The 1978 form notes, "The Boettcher Property has been the site of many activities but none to this date have remained. Earlier 
homes , can naries [sic] and vario us brick buildings have all been located in and around this property" (Touart 1978). As confirmed 
through site investigations and through the hi storic aerial imagery, the o nly extant buildings that remain in 2014 are the c irca-1928 
dwelling, circa-2000 pole shed, and the small utility structure. The property, which appears to be vacant, remains in the Boettcher 
fami ly in 20 14 and is owned by Forrest A. Boettcher, a resident of Delaware. 

National Register Evaluation 
The Boettcher Property, located at 744 Oldfield Point Road in Elkton, Maryland, is not eligible for li sting in the National Register 
of Historic Places due to a lack of sign ificance and integrity. 

The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archeo logy, e ngineering, and culture is present in districts, sites, 
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buildings , structures, and objects that possess integrity of location , design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
ssociatio n, and : 

A. That are associated with events that have made a s ignificant contribution to the broad patterns or our history ; or 
B . That are assoc iated with the lives of significant persons in our past; or 
C. That e mbody the distinctive characteri stics of a type, period , or method of construction, or that represent the work of a 
master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distingui shable entity whose compo ne nts may lack 
individual distinction; or 
D . That have yielded or may be likely to yield information important in hi story or prehistory. 

The Boettcher Property is not e ligible under Criterion A. While the property was hi storically utili zed as a farm, no ne of the 
agricultural o utbuildings depicted on historic aerials (which included a barn , silo, pole shed , and three to four other structures) are 
still extant on the property . One agricultural outbuilding, a pole shed, is present, but field work and aerial imagery confirmed it is 
modern and was constructed c irca 2000. The field patterns largely re main , though they no longer appear under cu lti vation. Historic 
aerials show an orchard that was abandoned and has re turned to forest. The original Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) inventory 
form from 1978 states that earlier homes, canneries, and various brick buildings were once located on the property; however, none 
of these buildings remains extant in 2014 (Touart 1978). 

The property is not associated with the lives of significant persons in our past; therefore, the Boettcher Property is not e li gible 
under Criterion B. 

The Boettcher Property lacks the architectural significance and integrity necessary to qualify it for listing in the National Register 
of Historic Places under Criterion C. The dwe lling lacks s ignificance, as it is a common early- to mid-twentieth-century , side
gabJed, single-story form found throughout the regio n. The Boettcher dwe lling does not embody the distinctive c haracteristics of a 
style, period, or method of construction. The o nly styli stic elements remaining on the dwelling are two Colonial Revival 
entab la tures above the main entrance and window on the fac;ade of the main block. The dwelling also lacks the overall integrity 
required to convey s ignificance under Criterion C. Lastly , the dwe lling does not represent the work of a master, nor does it possess 
high artist ic value. 

T he Boettcher Property was not evaluated under Criterion D as part of the current investigati on. 
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ettcher Property (CE-0817) 
Digital Photo Log: All photographs printed using Epson Ultrachrome Pigmented Ink on Epson Premium Matte Photo Paper 

CE-0817 2014-06-04 0 I I CE-0817 I Boettcher I Cecil I S. Driscoll 16/4/20141 Overview of744 Oldfield Point Road and farm I 1of6 - -
Property lane leading to the dwelling on the Boettcher 

CE-0817 2014-06-04 02 I ;, I " I" I" I" 
I Pro£er~, view to the east. 

West and south elevations of the Boettcher I 2 of6 
dwell in , view to the east. 

CE-0817 201 4-06-04 03 " " " " " South and east elevations of the Boettcher I 3 of6 
dwelling, view to the north. 

CE-0817 2014-06-04 _ 04 I " I" I " I" I " I East and north elevations of the Boettcher I 4 of6 
dwell in , view to the west. 

CE-081 7 2014-06-04 05 " " " " " South and east elevations of a modern pole I 5 of6 
shed, view to the north. 

CE-0817 2014-06-04 06 I " I" I " I " I " I View of former foundation remnants and small I 6 of6 
electrical shelter, view to the southwest. Note 
that a former barn, large rectangular 
outbuilding, and silo stood in this location. 
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