
CE - 823 Otter Farm Italianate 1860 - 1080 

Tne Italianate form was a most appropriate one for this 

site if the builder had any intention of creating a statement of 

wealth and dominance. The three story structure with heavy 

cornice looms over the surrounding farm and instills mystery and 

awe into anyone approaching it from the nortn. Alfred Weatherill 

owned the house in 1877. {See CE - 783) 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Otter Farf'l Itaiianate House c. 1860-1880 is an 
imposing 3 story frame structure on the highest hill of what 
is referred to as Otter Farm. The typically tall structure 
is dramatically he5_g1.1tened by its hill site 8.nd thus commands 
a expansive view of the head of the Elk River. 1I1he lane 
to the :farn forks from 01dfield Point Road. T1he Italianate 
House is located to the south of a log structure ((3e-7). 
The hill structure faces north with the main gable running 
east/vvest. 

'I'he 3 story rectangular block is a predictable 5 bays 
across by 1 room deep with a large center hall. A single 
story hip roof kitchen wing is attached to the southwest bay 
of the back facade. The entire structure rests on a fieldstone 
foundation and is covered with a low pitched hip roof with 
heavy bracketed cornice. The exterior weatherboard has been 
covered with asbestos siding. 

The northern (main) facade has a symmetrical arrangement 
of openings with a central entrance. 'I'he door opening is 
flanked by 2 light sidelights and a panel below. A five light 
transom is located overhead. The lights are framed in by a 
set of simple pilasters and simple entablature. A double 
door with heav.5~ly molded panels remains. The 4/4 window 
sash have molded sills and lintels and J panel shutters. The 
window~/remain* the same size on the second floor but loose 
the shutters. Decorative hoods with a pierced fascia and 
decorative brackets shelter the second ~loor windows. The 
third floor sash are a smaller 2/2 sash wi"th plain surrounds 
and a molded cap. The cornice is supported by heavily scrolled 
brackets and an identically pierced fascia embellishes the 
projecting roof. 

The east gable end has 2 sash on each floor tha.t match 
those of the main facade. A small stove stack that is not 
visible when near the house protrudes through the end walls. 

The south side is again very similar with a slight variation 
in the window placement of the second floor hall. The window is 
slightly below ones next to it so it can properly light the 
stair. A basement entrance is also found on this side. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The single story 1 room kitchen section has a seamed tin roof 
and similar details as the main block. 

The west end is similar but al~o has a shed roof side 
porch with lattice enclosing an upper section between supporting 
posts. A side entry into the main house is located in the 
southern o~ two bays. 

The interior is what one would expect in this vintage 
house. A heavlly turned newel and turned balusters support 
flat oval handrail. The interior other than the hall was not 
seen. 

A few frame outbuildin~s remain but are not tremendously 
signiSicant. 
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The Otter Farm Italianate House is a very significant 
house architecturally for the Elk Neck Area. It is the only 
full-fledged Italianate structure in the immediate area and 
it retains most of its period details. The Italianate form 
was a most appropriate one for this site if the builder had 
any intention of e.reating a statement of wealth and dominance. 
The house looms above the surrounding farm and instills 
tremendous mystery and awe into anyone approaching it from 
the north. 1I1he house appears under the name of Alfred 
Wetherill in 1877 and was assessed along with JOO acres and a 
tenant house which is probably the log structure (CE-783) 
located northeast of the main house. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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ORGANIZATION 

Cecil Coudtv Committee 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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