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CE-837 Romans Victorian House-Pembroke Farm c .. 1860 

Architecturally, the Roman House dates to the 3rd quarter of the 

19th Century$ Its ell shape, narrow stove stacks, and bay window are 

exterior .features that are typically found with such buildings. This 

time period coincides with Joseph A. and Sall!.Uel T;. Roman1 _s ownership.ef Pembroke 

which began in the~ 1850's,' when they.bought tne property from Absalom Roman. 
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B DESCRIPTION 

x_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

l£-f l7 

CHECK ONE 

X.ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Romans Victorian House c. 18~is located in the fork 
of two roads just north of Pilot .Town C.rossroads. This 2~ story 
ell plan has an east/west axis with the main entrance on the 
north side. Successive alterations and additions have been 
made both inside and out, but its Victorian character is still 
apparent. A single story kitchen wing was added on the northeast 
corner of the structure. The main entrance was also switched 
from the west to the north side of the house. 

The mai..DH:t'"~toc.Jc of the house is 2~ storie·s high and 
3 bays by 2/ n~steep pitch to the composition tile roof and 
interior end stretcher bond chimneys. The house rests on a 
typical uncoursed stone foundation, and is sheathed with narrow 
weatherboard. 

The north facade is three bays across with the front door 
occupying the central bay. The 1/1 sash has plain surrounds 
and extended lintels. The shutters are paneled on the first 
floor and louvered on the second. There is no cornice and the 
eaves are open. The front porch and kitchen date from the 20th 
century. 

The west gable end, which used to possess the main entrance 
is composed of two bays, the southern bay having been the door. 
There are no shutters on any of the windows. Two attic windows 
flank the chimney and are a 1/1 sash. The eaves are extended 
on the gable- ends and they remain -open. 

The south side of this house differs from the -north in 
that a 2~ story bay window is located on the eastern most end. 
The bay addition has a gabled roof and a 1 /1 arched sash at the 
attic level. The 1/1 sash remain on the south side without 
shutters. 

The east gable end differs slightly from its counterpart 
in that the gable end is decorated with fishscale shingles and 
louvered shutters on the second floor. The -f'irst floor 
level has the coptinuation of the 20th century kitchen addition. 

The interior has retained its original Victorian woodwork 
despite its altered orientation. The Victorian square pillar 
newel with the round finial is still intact. The window and 
door surrounds are fluted with bulls eye-corner blocks. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHfSTORIC ,X-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

-1500-1599 ,X-AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

-1600-1699 ,X-ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

3£;1700-1799 -ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

-1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Romans Victorian House remains architecturally 
significant since it provides an excellent example for the 
development of the Conowingo Area in the late 19th ce~tury. 
The Victorian house is on the property known aslfPembrl~ 
an early tract dating back to the 18thQJentury and comprising 
a good deal of the nearby land. With the development of Pilot 
Town in the late 19th century and the influx of people at 
the same time more housing was needed. The only property 
available was obviously that which was being farmed and therefore 
subject to division. This holds true in most areas where there 
is a late 18th or early 19th century structure. ~_J1~0~¢~r~~~~ 

The Roman House also retains its 19.thG-entury 
architectural character since some of its period detailing 
remains in"""tact. Although the orientation of the ~ouse has 
been al tered_J the basic integrity or~- thee building has rem&ined. 

CONTINUE ON ~EPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATE 

STATE 

[IJFORM PREP ARED•-a_Y 
NAME /TITLE 

ORGANliATION 

Cecil County Committee 
STREET & NUMBER 

Cecil County Courthouse 
CITY OR TOWN 

Elkton 

-

£0UNTY 

COUNTY 

DATE 

7/11 /78 
TELEPHONE. 

398-7568 
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Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section-181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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