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II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 
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_fAlfl 

CONDITION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Johnson House is located just north of the PiloJ~wn 
crossroads. The houses faces west with the main gable r~ning 
north/south. 

The tum-of-the-century 2\ story L shaped structure is 
4 bays in length and one room deep. It rests on an unooursed 
fieldstone foundation. The frame structure has a fairly steep 
roof with brick interior end chimneys. The roof is covered with 
a composition tile. As the L addition is on the southeastern 
side of the building and is twc bays in length, a :mu.eh later 
single story shed roof structure was added to the inside 
section of the L plan. The house has been sheathed with 
aluminum siding, however, the original trim was retained. The 
sashes are 1/1 and the surrounds are very plain with the lintel 
having a very shallow pediment. One of the main doors has its 
c. 1880-1900 heavily molded panel door with :bhe,arehed top 
panels. A single story front porch is found around the west 
and north sides of the main part of the house. It retains its 
champhered supports and corner brackets. Another exterior 
ornamentation is a rectangular bay window on the south end. 
It is 2 storys high with a flat roof and small cornice supported 
by brackets. 

The interior was not seen but assumed typical ot late 
19th century detailing. A centeral stair does rise between 
the two rooms on either side of the stair. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

-1100-1799 -ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

K 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

- 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BU I LDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Although this house does not appear on the 1877 Atlas 
it does reflent the late 19thaentury and the era of e 
development al( Pilot Town. Relatively few houses were built 
in the area after 1 900 and it wasn 1 t until the 1 960 • s that 
people built new .. ho~es. There has been a much longer tradition 
of buying existing property and remodeling the standing structures. 

This house retains much of its late 19th ~ntury decoration 
and offers more 19thCO.entury flavor than most of the town's 
buildings since it has not been altered that much. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Pilot Town 

CE- Bho, 8u2,8h3, 8hl1, J,i5 (log house), 8L6, 8L7{school no. 3), 848, 849(store), 
850, 851, 852, 8~;~lmson Victorian), 6511, 655, 856, 857, 856, 859, 860, 
861' 862, 863. 

pi] ot. Town owes its exi~tcncc to two primary reasons. The first is t.he 

19th Century m.:inlng activity in the area and the second is the shift of the 

SUsqueha.nna crossing from the Bald Friar ferry to the town of Conowingo. The 

road .from Pennsylvroila to the Bald Friar ferry passed west of the present Pilot 

•rown cro:>~roads. [ t ;I a obvious that this route predated any other southerly 

route in the vicinity e~pecially since the ~arlier farms and houses arc 

oriented to it. St. Patrick •s Church (CE-834), Penb~ Fam (CE-836), t:oore

Love loe house (CE-845), and the Fulte11-AleY.andcr House(CE-641) al.l date from 

before thf' .min 19th Century and stand near or next to the earlier route. Due 

to the treacherous decent to the ferry and easier accesn at Conowingo a covered 

bridge w~s built across the Susquehanna at Conowingo, which eclipsed ativity at 

Bcld Friar. With the construction of a bridge at Conowingo a more direct 

southerly route from Pennsylvania was needed, which necessitated en easterly 

shift in travel. It amounted to a differ~.nce nf a. few hundred yards but was 

enough to form nn intersection w.1.th the east/west; Motmt Ple3sanL road. Continued 

interest in tho mi.nine of feldspar, soapstone, and gravel in the mid 19th Century 

brought r-.orc development and change . Pi.Jot, Town was a definite result of 

these two factors and t.he rnid to late 19th Century housing thnt exi.sts today 

is ample evidence .for this occurrence. Pilot Town supported a local market 

till the early 20th Century (CE-849) and its own school (CE-847) till about 

thn srone time. 
1 iXo "f\\ 

Tho houses that make up Pllot Town are tra.dltional tw~f\frame structures 

Lhat one sees throughout Cecil County. (see CE-BilO, CE-842, CE-844, CE-846, 
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Filot Town 

CE-848, CE-8.51, CE-852, GE-853, CE-854, CE•855, CE-856, CE-857, CE-858, 
CE-859, CE-860, CE-861, CE-862, GE-863) The structures are basically 

plain straightforward buildings that are typical hdu-ses i'or woraers in 

a mining area. Thi.s is not to say that the previous agricultural life of 

2 

area was replaced by the m:ines. The farmi:ng community contin:ued as it had 

since the late 18th Century but now alongside mining operations that brought 

Irish im..llligrants in the early 19th Century.' 

"~~~-------· ----·---------------------
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