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The Rowland House c. 1877-1900 is a 2 story fra~e house 
located on Old Conowingo Road just south of Pilot Town Cross­
roads. The house has a north south gable orientation with the 
main facade facing west. According to the owner the house was 
moved from across the street. 

I/_ >'1'1' fV1 
This is another example of theAfram~ house, 3 bays across 

by 1 bay deep that make up the majority of the older housing in 
this immediate area. They were pdoubtedly built when the 
area became profitable with the 'f'eldspar and chrome Mines and 
then later when the conowingo Dam was constructed in the 1920 1 s. 

This structure is not unlike the others in that it has 
had various shed additions connected to it. It is also sheathed 
with aluminum siding and fairly well striped of its earlier 
details. 

The house does rest on an uncoursed stone fondation. A 
few 6/6 sash remain in the main block. The chimney has been 
removed along with most of the other 19th century characteristics. 
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The house alone, like most or the houses on this street, 
are in themselves very insignirica.nt, but as a whole explain 
to some extent what went on in the area in the mid to late 
1 9th century. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Pilot Town 

CE- 81~0, 8h2,8h3, AhL, 6/J5 (log hour,e), 846, 8o7(school no. J ) , 848, 849(store), 
850, 8$1 / 852, 8~3(Johnson Victorian), 85L, 855, 856, 657, 858, 859, 86o, 
861 , 86(, 863. 

PiJ ot Town owC's its existence to two primary reasons;. 'rhe first iG the 

19th Century mining activity in the area and the second is ~he shift of the 

SUsquehanna crossing from the Bald Friar ferry to the town of Conowingo. The 

road .from Pennsylvania to the Bald Friar .ferry passed west of the present Pilot 

•rown cros:>roads . It is obvious that this route predated any other southerly 

rou te in the vicinity especially since th~ e~rlier farms rutd houzcs arc 

oriented to it. st . Pat.rick • s Church (CE-834), Per.ibTC!ke Fann (CE-8J6) t ?·:oore­

Love log house ( CE-81!5), and the Fulton-Alexander House ( CE-8h1) tll date from 

r before the mid 19th Century and stand near or next to the earlier route. Du.fl 

to the treacherous decent to the ferry and easier access at Conowingo n r.overed 

brid~c was built across the Susquehanna at Conot-rlngo, which eclipsed ntivity ot 

Bald Friar. With the construction of a bridge at Conowingo a more di1·oct 

southerly route from Pennsylvania was needed, which necessitated an easterly 

shift in travel. It amounted to a differ~nce of a few hundred yards but was 

enough to form an int.ersection with the east/wi->st Mount Pleasllllt road. Continued 

interest in the mining of feldspar, soapstone, and gravel in the mid 19th Century 

brought more development and change. Pilot Town was a definite result of 

these two !acto1s and the mid to late 19th Cent ury housi:bg that exists today 

is ample evidence for this occurrence. Pilot Town supported a local ll&l'ket 

till the early 20th Centur;y (OE-849) and its own sobool (Cl-81'7) till about 

the SSJ11e time. 
r..-Jro1"\ 

The houses that make up Pilot Town are traditional two/\frame structures 

t hat one sees throughou~ Cecil County. (see CE-8JQD, CE-842, CE-844, CE-846, 



rilot ·rown 

CE-848, CE-851, CE~·852, GE-853, CE-851+, CE-85.5, CE-856, CE-857, CE-858, 
CE-859, CE-860, CE-861, CE-862, CE-863) The structures are basically 

plain straightforward buildings that are typical houses for workers in 

a mining area. This is not to say that the previous agricultural life of 

2 

area was i~-"',"''"'·" by the mines. The farming com.Inun:ity continued as it had 

since the 1.ate 18th Cent'ury but llOW alongside mining operations that. brought 

Irish i.'llllri:lgrants in the ea.rly 19th Century.' 
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