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STATE 

Marrla.nd 

II €LASSIFI CA_TlON 

CATE~ORY . l OWNEASHfP:. ·
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_DISTRICT 
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_STRUCTURE 
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CITY. TOWN 

Elktpn 
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_INDUSTRIAL 
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_:_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER: 
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II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

X.GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETER I ORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

...%ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X-ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Ray House c. 1877-1900 is a 2\story frame house located 
on Old Conowingo Road just south of the Pilot Town Crossroads. 
The structure has a north/south orientation with the main 
facade facing east. 

The frame structure is larger than the others on the 
street. It is 3 bays across by one room deep. There is a 
2 story ell addition, 2 bays across by 1 room deep, off the 
west side of the main block. There are shed addition attached 
to both. Inside walls of the ell shape. 

The entire structure rests;,·on an uneoursed stone foundation. 
The exterior weatherboards have been covered with aluminum 
and the medium sloped roof with tin. A stretcher bond brick 
stack is centrally located. 

The east (main) facade is three bays across with the , , 
central opening as the entrance. The early door has been 
replaced. The fenestration is symmetrical with 6/6 sash 
rem~niJl_g • ..__.,,The trim ilP..P,~aj.n with slightly extended lintels. 
The ~a, closed bfi(",(sfoped. 

The south gable end tas two 6/6 sash on each floor and 
2 four pane windows that illuminate the attic. The eaves are 
extended with sloped and closed soffits. A small gabled 
cellar entrance is located between the two first'floor windows. 

The north end is identical in detailing except for no 
entry. The 2 bay addition extends from the main »lock. 
Window treatement along with other detailing remains the same. 

The west side consists of the gable end of the ell and 
closed in shed roof addition extending off the south side of 
the ell. The shed additions have block foundation and are 
most likely 20th century additions. 

Entrance was not permitted in this case and not particularly 
important since the house would not have much out of the ordinary 
late 19th century woodwork. 

A single story gabled board and batten outbuilding is 
located behind the house. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



,-II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_ 1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

_1500-1599 --AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_1700-1799 --ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

-X1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

The Ray House is more significant than its immediate 
neighbors in that it varies from the normal 2 bay by one 
room form. The house is larger and offers a needed variation 
in late 19th century form. Although altered the house does 
retain its 19th century character. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Pilot Town 

CE- 8LO, 8L2,6L3, IL4, 845 (log house), 8L6, 6L7(school no. 3), 848, 849(store), 
650, 851, 85?1 85J(Johnson Victorian), 854, 855, 856, 857, 858, 859, 860, 
861, 862, e~: 

Pilot Town owes its existence to two orimary reasons. The first is the 

19th Century mining n~civity in the area and the second is the shift of the 

SUuquchMna crossing from the Bald Friar ferry to the town of Conowingo. The 

road from Pennsylvania to the Bald Friar ferry passed west of the present Pilot 

To•m crossroads. It j s obvious that this route predated any other southerly 

route in the vicinity especially since the earlier fanns and houses nrc 

oriented to it. St . Pat.rick • s Church (CE-8JL), Pcmb1* Fann (CE-836), l:oore

tove log house (CE-8h5), and the Fulton-Alexander House(CE-641) all dnte from 

before thf' mid 19th Century and stand near or next to the earlier route. J)Uc 

to the treacherous dP.cent to the ferry and easier access at Conowi.n~o a cover d 

bridge was built a~ross the Susquehanna at Conowlngo~ which eclipsed ativity at 

Bald Friar. With the construction of a bridge at Conowingo a more direct 

southerly route from Pennsylvania was needed, which necessitated en enstorly 

5hift in trnvel . It anounted to a differPnce 0f a few hundred yards but was 

enough to fonn an intersection with the east/west Mount Pleasant road. Continued 

interest in the minine of feldspar, soapstone, rold gr~vel in the mid 19th CcnLury 

brought mo1·e development and change. Pilo1. Town was a de.fin1 t,e result of 

these ttfo facto1 s and the mid to late 19th Cent"Ury housing thui f?:rlsta toduy 

is ample evidence £or this occurrence . Pilot Town supported a local market 

till the early 20th Century (CE-849) and its own school (CE-847) till about 

the same ti:ne. 
(Xo1'\ 

The house:J that mnke up Pilot Town arc traditional tw~f\framc structures 

Lhat one sees throughout; Cecil County. (see CE-8.!.:0 , CE-842, CE-844, CE-846, 



Town 2 

CE..8JifL, CE-~851 , CE·-852, CE-85.3, CE-85h, CE-855, CE-856, CE-857, CE-858, 
CE-859, CE-860, CE--861 ~ CE-862, GE-1363) The structures are basically 

plain straightforward buildings that are typical houses for workers L"l 

a:rea. Th:i fl is not to say that the previous agricul turn.I -P'e of 

area tJHJ replaced by the mjnes. The farm:ing eommu.n:i ty continued as :i. t tmd 

slnce the 1ate 18th Century but now alongside mL"ling operations that brought 

Irish :immigrants in the early 19th Century.' 
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