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1. Name of Property 

historic name 

other names 

2. Location 

street & number 

Lowe, Joshua, House 

CE-868 

35 New Bridge Road 0 not for publication 

city or town _Ri_·s_in~g~S_un ____________________________ _ igJ vicinity 

state MD --------- code MD County Cecil code 015 zip code 21911 

3, Stti:•e/Federal Agency Certification 

, 1•" the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 181 nomination 0 
,,,....__ I request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 

Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 181 meets 0 does 
not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 0 nationally 0 statewide 181 locally. (0 
Se c:;ontinuation sheet for additional comments). 

Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property 0 meets 0 does not meet the National Register criteria. (0 See continuation sheet for additional comments). 

Signature of certifying office/Title 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. ::~· . ce/Federal Agency Certification 

I hereby, certify that this property is: 
0 entered in the National Register. 

0 See continuation sheet. 
0 determined eligible for the National 

Register. 
0 See continuation sheet. 

0 Determined not eligible for the National 
Register. 

0 removed from the National Register. 
0 other (explain): 

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Lowe, Joshua, House 
Name of Property 

~ 5. Classification 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

181 private 
D public-local 
D public-State 
0 public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

181 building(s) 

D district 

0 site 

0 structure 

D object 

Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "NIA" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) 

NIA 

6. Function of Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic/single dwelling 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal 

Narrative Description 

Cecil County, Maryland 
County and State 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 

Contributing 
1 

Noncontributing 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

1 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

Buildings 
Sites 
Structures 
0 b j e ct s 
Tot a I 

number of contributing resource previously 
listed in the National Register 

0 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic/single dwelling 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation STONE 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

w a 11 s BRICK 

roof ASPHALT 
other 

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets) 
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Name of Property County and State 

8. Statement of Significance 

~ Applicable National Register Criteria Area of Significance 

/-

(Mark ">(' in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing) 

~ A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad pattern of our 
history. 

~ B Property associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

~ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 
type, period, or method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity 
entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

0 D Property as yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark ">(' in all the boxes that apply) 

Property is: 

0 A owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes. 

0 B removed from its original location. 

0 c a birthplace or grave. 

0 D a cemetery. 

0 E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

0 F a commemorative property. 

0 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
:·ie significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets) 

': : Bibliographical References 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

Architecture 
Commerce 

Period of Significance 

1830-1908 

Significant Dates 

1830; 1838;1880; 1908 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion Bis marked above) 

Lowe, Joshua; Lowe, Silas 

Cultural Affiliation 

NIA 

Architect/Builder 

Unknown 

-· .. ___________________________________________ _ 
S1i.:..;1ography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets) 

Previous documentation on files (NPS): 

0 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

0 previously listed in the National Register 
0 previously determined eligible by the National Register 
0 designated a National Historic Landmark 
0 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

0 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record 

#~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Primary location of additional data: 

~ State Historic Preservation Office 
0 Other State agency 
0 Federal agency 
0 Local government 
0 University 
0 Other 

Name of repository: 
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Lowe, Joshua, House 

Name of Property 

Cecil County, Maryland 

County and State 

Constructed c. 1830, the Joshua Lowe House is a two-story, center passage plan brick building located 
on New Bridge Road just east of the crossroads village ofRock Springs in Cecil County, Maryland. 

General Description: 

The two-story house is three bays wide by two bays deep, and faces south. A two-story, two-bay by 
two-bay ell extends to the rear; this section is contemporaneous with the main block. Later 19th century 
shed-roofed porches are found on the south and west facades. A 20th century single-story addition 
occupies the reentrant comer of the ell. 

The house is built of brick laid in seven-course common bond above an uncoursed stone basement. The 
~ nedium-pitched gable roof is covered in asphalt shingles. There are two interior end chimney stacks. The east 

chimney is stuccoed, while the brick remains exposed on the west. A three-course brick cornice extends across 
each fa9ade. The fenestration is symmetrical and the window sash are six-over-six with plain trim and extended 
sills and lintels. The main entrance has paneled reveals, a six-raised-panel door and a three-light transom. 

The front porch roof is supported by Victorian turned posts, and decorated with sawtooth edged boards at the 
ends and comer brackets with a star motif A railing extends around the porch. 

On the east side, the building has been partially stuccoed, and a basement entrance has been installed in the 
center of the main block. A mid-20th century shed-roofed frame addition replaces an earlier frame wing that 
was two stories high. The present addition incorporates a dining room and bathroom. 

The north gable end is detailed with plain barge boards and a common bond chimney stack. 

The west side of the house has a one-bay late 19th century porch which is similar to the front porch, but smaller. 
The fenestration is symmetrical, with four bays on the first floor and four on the second. A door is located in 
the second bay from the north which permits access into the ell. The windows have six-over-six lights and 
extended sills and lintels. Two four-pane attic windows flank the chimney stack. A modem exterior stack has 
been added. 

The interior retains a relatively high degree of integrity. The main entrance opens into a central passage with an 
enclosed dog-leg stair. A small closet is located below the stair and a six-raised-panel door is framed with a 
~ 1lain surround. A single room is found on either side of the passage. 

To the west is the present living room, with an open fireplace and c. 1830 mantel piece. The mantel has late 
Federal characteristics with fluted pilasters supporting a two-panel frieze with a central division block. Above 
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Lowe, Joshua, House 

Name of Property 

Cecil County, Maryland 

County and State 

the frieze is a bed molding which supports a heavy mantel shelf A chair rail encircles the room; it is fairly 
plain, with a small half-round bead at the top. A drawer is located directly below the northwest window and 
incorporated into the chair rail. 

The east room in the main block is presently the kitchen. Here the window and door surrounds have slightly 
peaked heads, reminiscent of Egyptian Revival design. This room never had an open fireplace; only a stove 
stack is present. 

The original kitchen probably was located in the first floor of the ell. This room contains a large fireplace with 
a plain mantel shelf and frieze. Cupboards flank the chimney stack. 

The second floor of the main block has very plain window and door surrounds. Four-panel doors and Victorian 
/""""oeriod hardware including porcelain doorknobs remain in place. The southwest bedroom features a small 

Jmpire mantel. The attic stair is enclosed. 

Also on the property is a small frame gazebo of recent date. 
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Lowe, Joshua, House 

Name of Property 

Cecil County, Maryland 

County and State 

The Joshua Lowe House is significant in its local context as one of the earliest and most substantial 
buildings in the crossroads village of Rock Springs. The c. 1830 brick house is a well-preserved 
representative example of the influence of the late Federal style on the domestic vernacular architecture 
of rural Cecil County. It retains a relatively high degree of integrity, with its exterior and much of its 
interior decorative detailing essentially intact. Its architectural significance is enhanced by the survival 
of an 1865 document identifying the uses of the rooms, a rare insight into the vernacular architecture of 
the period. The building derives additional significance from its association with the development of 

· ::nerce and communication in rural Cecil County. Its builder, Joshua Lowe, was the first Postmaster 
c: ;\_ock Springs, and the house served as the first post office for the community from 1830 to 1838. The 
Lowe family were prominent in local commerce and owned much of the surrounding real estate. 
According to local tradition, the house functioned as a store as well as post office in the late 19th and 

/""""· early 20th century. 

Resource History and Historic Context: 

A post office was established for the community of Rock Springs on May 10, 1830, and Joshua Lowe 
(d. 1870) was named the first Postmaster. In rural areas in the nineteenth century, it was typical for the 
post office to be set up in the home of the Postmaster, and the Lowe House thus served this purpose 
during Joshua's term from 1830 to 1838. A series of other individuals subsequently held the position of 
Postmaster. In 1880, Joshua Lowe's son, Silas, assumed the job, and the Lowe House again functioned 
as the community post office until service was discontinued in 1908. 

A biographical profile of Silas Lowe published in 1897 identified him as "one of the most prosperous 
farmers of Cecil County," working the 130-acre farm which had been established by his grandfather; in 
addition, he supervised the post office and operated a general store. 

The Lowe House presents a rare exception to the general rule that county land records do not contain 
direct references to buildings on the property. An 1865 transfer of title reserves a life estate to one of 
the grantors (the aunt of the grantee): 

... the use of two rooms in the brick house on said premises, one room up stairs the other down, 
situate on the north east comer of said house with the use of the Garret over said rooms, and free 
ingress and egress along the passage and up the stairs leading to said rooms and Garrett, and 
further privileges of the front yard next to the public road and the use of as much firewood as she 
may need ... 
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Lowe, Joshua, House 

Name of Property 

Cecil County, MD 

County and State 

The boundaries of the nominated property are defined by New Bridge Road on the south, and by the 
gravel drive which encircles the house and domestic yard on the west, north, and east. The property is 
roughly rectangular in shape, measuring approximately 150' by 120'. 

Boundary Justification: 

The nominated property comprises the Lowe House within its immediate landscaped setting, and 
excludes recently-constructed agricultural buildings and open land that do not contribute directly to the 
significance of the resource. 
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.. ~ 1 O. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 

UTM References 

CecilCounty,~land 
County and State 

Less than one acre 

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) Conowingo Dam, MD-PA quad 

1~ 1
4 1°1°1 7

1
4 1°1 1

4
1

3
1

9 16
1

5 1
6

1°1 
Zone Easting Northing 

~''~~II I 
Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet) 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title 

organization 

Donna Willard 

street & number 35 New Bridge Road 

3w 
Zone 

4w 
0 

I I I I I I I 
Easting Northing 

I I I I I 
See continuation sheet 

date 8/99 

telephone 410-658-4599 

I 

city or town Rising Sun state Maryland zip code _2_1_9_1_1 ___ _ 

f"" Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5or15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional Items 
;:,:;heck with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

hoperty Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO) 

name Roland J. and Donna M. Willard 

street & number 35 New Bridge Road telephone 410-658-4599 

city or town Rising Sun state _MD _______ _ zip code _2_Ic_9_1..;;..I ___ _ 

Paperwork Reduction Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et. seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 

~this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 





.MARYLAND INVENTORY OF 
Survey No. CE 868 

Maryland Historical Trust .. '~l~_IQRIC PROPERTIES 
Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE 2£._yes no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic The Lowe House 

and/or common The Roland J. Willard House 

2. Location 

street & number East of Rock Springs Crossroads on Old Bridge -Rd-.not for publication 

city, town Rock Springs 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
_.x_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
.~~object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x._ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~-not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_K_ occupied 

· _ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

congressional district 1 

Cecil 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_K_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Roland J. Willard 

street & number 35 New Bridge Road telephone no.: 

city, town Rising Sun state and zip codeMaryland 21911-1114 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Clerk of the Circuit Court liber WAS 332 

street & number Cecil County Courthouse folio 659 

city, town Elkton state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title Lowe House 

date September 6, 1978 _federal _state _county ~local 

pository for survey records Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
_Kgood 
__ fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
~altered 

Check one 
~ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. CE 868 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

SEE ATTACHED 
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Exterior 
The Lowe House, located on Old Bridge Road, just east of Highway 222, Rock Springs, 

Maryland, is a 2 story, common bond brick, center hall residence. The main fa9ade faces 

south and the gable roof is placed on an east/west axis. The main block measures 3 bays 

by 2 bays. A two-story, 2 bay ell section, contemporary with the main block, extends 

from the rear of the house. A 20th century shed roof addition is placed at the inside of the 

ell. 

Resting on an uncoursed stone basement, the brick Lowe House features a row of headers 

for every 5 or 6 courses of stretchers (7 on the back of the ell). The gable roof has a 

medium pitch with a composition tile roof. A three- course brick cornice, partially 

obscured by a modern metal rain gutter, extends the length of each fa9ade. Three interior 

stacks are placed at each gable end; the north and west stacks are exposed brick while the 

east stack has been covered with stucco. A modern exterior stretcher bond stack has been 
added to the west chimney. 

A full-width one-story shed roof porch at the main fa9ade, supported by Victorian-style 

turned posts with decorative jigsaw brackets, features an open wooden railing. Shed roof 
ends feature saw-tooth edged boards. Symmetrically placed fenestration features six

over-six, double-hung, sash with wooden surrounds, lug sills and lintels. Window units 

are protected by one-over-one storms. Wooden shutters are non-original. The centered 

main entrance, protected by a full-height glazed storm, consists of a six panel door set 

below a tripartite transom. 

The west and east fa9ades of the main block of the Lowe House display the same six

over-six fenestration as the main fa9ade. Four pane attic windows flank the chimney at 

each fa9ade. The east fa9ade, fully stuccoed, also displays a centrally placed cellar 
entrance. 

Partially exposed at the second story, the north fa9ade of the main block has been 

stuccoed and is without any detailing. 

A late 19th century shed roof porch, similar in detail to the porch of the main fa9ade, is 

located at the west fa9ade of the two-story brick ell unit. Fenestration is six-over-six, 
double-hung, sash and a single leaf door is placed at the ell's south bay. The north gable 



No. 7: Description page2 

end is without embellishment, while the east fa9ade features a single double-hung 

window. The window at the south bay has been infilled with brick. 

The 20th century shed roof frame addition to the rear of the house (at the inside of the ell) 

replaces an earlier two-story frame wing. Consisting of clapboard and unpainted cedar 

shingles, the addition features a sliding door, octagonal-shaped window (east fa9ade), 

casement (east and south fa9ades) and multipaned, double-hung fenestration (north 

fa~ade). 

Interior 
(Description gleaned from the 1978 survey; physical condition of the interior was not 

verified as of January 2000 due to limited access to the property.) 

It was reported in 1978 that the interior of the Lowe House had not been radically altered. 

The main entrance opens to an enclosed dogleg stair. Single rooms flank a central hall; to 

the west is a living room with an open fireplace and c. 1830-40 mantel. Late Federal in 

style, the mantel features fluted pilasters that support a two-panel frieze with a keystone. 

A continuous chair rail is crowned with a modest beaded half round. Incorporated into 

the chair rail and directly below the northwest window is a drawer. A small closet is 

located below the stair and a raised six-panel door is attached to the plain surround. 

The modestly detailed east room of the main block presently houses the kitchen, although 

the original kitchen may have been located on first floor of the ell, which contains a large 

fireplace with a plain mantel shelf and frieze. Open and closed cupboards flank the 

chimney stack. 

The second floor of the main block features plain window and door surrounds; a small 

Empire mantel is featured in the southwest bedroom. 

Condition and Integrity 
The Lowe House appears to be in good condition. It has maintained the majority of its 

historic features to convey its significance. Despite the modem addition to the rear of the 

house and the addition of a one-story porch, the building's integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials workmanship, feeling and association has been retained. 
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Surrounding Environment 
A small modern garage is located to the rear (north) of the house. A modern gazebo, as 

well as a mid-20th century shed, is sited to the east. A split-rail fence spreads along the 

south, east and west property. A metal rainbow roof barn, with concrete block walls and 

two silos, is located to the east of the house. Its condition is severely deteriorated. A 

modem convenience store and two non-significant wood-frame residences are located to 

the west of the property. The historic Rock Springs Hotel is located further west of the 

home, facing Highway 222 at the Crossroads. 

It is important to note that the introduction of prominent transmission line towers, power 

lines, a radio tower with gas line, and the presence of non-conforming buildings, all 

within a 1/4 miles radius, has diminished the integrity of the rural setting. 



8. Significance Survey No. CE 868 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
,,,~<.,..- 1400-1499 

1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_x_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
--X-- architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transpo11ation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B ..1£.C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gei\~ral statement of history and 
support. 

SEE ATTACHED 
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Summary 
According to the 1978 inventory form of this property (State Historic sites survey, 

Maryland Historical Trust CE 868, File #850), "The Lowe House is very significant 

architecturally to the small village of Rock Springs. It is one of the earliest and more 

substantial structures left in the town. The Lowe Family, as evidenced by the title search, 

owned a great deal of the property in and around town." The inventory also states that the 

home was constructed c. 1830-1850, based on a search of title transfers at the County 

Court House in Elkton. 

Elaboration 
Like the Rock Springs Hotel, the Lowe House was originally owned by the Lowe family. 

The Lowe's holdings included the land on which the two buildings are now located. In 

1865, a title transfer from Elizabeth Lowe, Jesse Lowe, and Rebecca Davis to Joshua 

Lowe stated the following: 

Excepting and reserving out of the aforementioned tracts or parcels of lands for 
the use of Elizabeth Lowe, sister of the said Joshua Lowe, the following 

privileges to be held by her during her natural life, that is to say, the use of two 
rooms in the brick house on said premises, one room up stairs the other down, 

situate[d] on the north east comer of said house with the use of garret over said 

rooms, and free ingress and egress along the passage and up the stairs leading to 

said rooms and garret, and the further privilege of the front yard next to public 

road and the use of as much fire wood, as she may need .... 1 

The basic center hall plan of the Lowe House was a common house form in Cecil County 

in the late 1700s, but experimentation with this plan was evidenced in the area in the 

early 1700s.With this plan, an entrance hall or passage provided a small foyer leading 

directly to the main staircase.2 A parlor and dining room flanked the foyer.3 The 

popularity of the center hall plan continued into the mid-nineteenth century, without 
much modification, but it appears that there are exceptions. As with the Lowe House, a 

1 Title transfer, Elizabeth Lowe, et al, to Joshua Lowe. HRT 1/114, December 1965. See Paul B. Touart. 

Lowe House. Inventory Form for State Historic Sites Survey, Maryland Historic Trust. No. CE-868, File 
No. 850, September 6, 1978. 
2 Pamela James Blumgart, ed. At the Head of the Bay: A Cultural and Architectural History of Cecil 

County, Maryland. (Elkton, Maryland: The Cecil Historical Trust, Inc., 1996), 177. 
3 Ibid., 178. 
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slight variation on this traditional central hall plan includes a third first floor room to the 

rear of the main block, creating an "L" shape. This third room was often the location of 

the kitchen.4 

Examples of two-story, three bay, center hall plan brick homes located in Cecil County 

and dating from the same period include the following: The Rich Neck House ( c. 1820-

1830), vicinity of Earleville; The Mount Pleasant Home (c. 1820-30), Earleville; Locust 

Thicket (c. 1820-30); Earleville; and the Brick House Farm (c. 1820-30), vicinity of 

Cecilton. 

4 Ibid., 179. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No.CE 868 

SEE A.TTACHED 

1 O. Geographical Data 
. less than one acre Acreage of nominated property _______ _ 

Quadrangle name Conowingo Dam Quadrangle scale 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references: 

ALJ_J I I I I 
Zone Easting 

c LJ_J .__I .._I ....__.__ ...... 

E Li_J .._I ...... I __,__, __ 
G LiJ ._I _._I~-...... 

I I I I 
Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

0 W ~I .._I ....... 1 ___ 1 I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

oLJ.JI __ I ____ I ~I.__.._~ ........... 
F LLJ I I I .._I ...L-.L.__.__ ........ _.__. 

H LiJ I I 

SEE ATTACHED. The surveyed property includes the entire parcel 
historically associated with the Lowe House. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/titleCydney ·E. Millstein and Charlene K. Reise (Hess Reise, Minneapolis) 

organization Ardri.tectural & Historical ~ Roise date February 8, 2000 

street & number P. 0. Box 2 2 5 51 , telephone 8 16 • 3 6 3 • 0 5 6 7 

city or town Kansas City state Missouri 64113-0551 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: 

Annapolis, Maryla 
(301) 269-2438 

Trust MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST. 
DHCP/DHCD 

100 COMMUNITY PLACE 
CROWNSVILLE, MD 21032-2023 

514-7600 
PS-2746 
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Date: January 21, 2000 Photographer: C. Millstein 
1. Main fa<;ade, view facing north. 

2. Main and east fa<;ades, facing northwest. 

3. Main and west fa<;ades, facing northeast. 
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THIS DEED, made this '3rd.. day·of June, 1974, by and between EMORY 

F. HOLBROOK and SARAH EVA HOLBROOK, his wife, parties of.the first part and herein-

after referred to as GRANT ORS, and ROLAND J. WILLARD and DONNA M. WILLARD, 

his wife 1 parties of the second part and hereinafter referred to as GRANTEES. 

WITNESSETH that for and in consideration of the sum of TEN DOLLARS ($10.00) 

in hand paid, receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, and other good and valuable consid-

erations, the said Grantors do hereby grant and convey unto Roland J. Willard and Donna M. 

Willard, his wife, their assigns, the survivor of them and the heirs and assigns of said survi-

vor, as tenants by the entireties, forever, in fee simple, all that lot or parcel of land situate 

in the Eighth Election District of Cecil County, Maryland and more particularly described 

as all that lot or parcel of land owned by the Grantors, North of New Bridge Road, by Deed 

of Avery A. Holbrook and Annie M. Holbrook, his wife, dated March 31, 1959 and recorded 

among the Land Records of Cecil County in Liber W. A. S. No. 73, folio 547, containing . ,.1 

50.046 acres of land, according to a survey made by Harry F. Benson, dated August 23, · 

1960. EXCEPTING THEREOUT AND THEREFROM the following parcels of land: 

(1). Emory F. Holbrook et ux., to John F. Garvin, 111, et ux., Deed dated 

May 26, 1965 and recorded among the Land Records of Cecil County in Liber W. A. S. No. 

172, folio 14, containing 1.25 acres of land. 

(2). Emory F. Holbrook et ux ., to Charles E. Cole and Janet lee Cole, Deed 

dated June 1, 1967 and recorded among the land Records of Cecil County in Liber W. A. S. 

No. 210, folio 282, containing l acres of land. 

(3). Emory F. Holbrook et ux., to Charles E. Cole et ux., Deed dated Decem-

ber 16, 1969 and recorded among the land Records of Cecil County in Uber W. A. S. No. 

· 248, folio 651, containing 1 acre of land. 

(4). Emory F. Holbrook et ux., to Kenneth D. Cole et ux., Deed dated June 

12, 1968, and recorded among the Land Records of Cecil County in Liber W. A. S. No. 

226, folio 522, containing 1 acre of land • 

(5). Emory F ~ Holbrook et ux., to Donald L. Holbrook and Betty L. Holbrook, 

his wife, by Deed of even date herewith and recorded or intended to be recorded immedi-

'j 
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ately prior hereto, containing 0.04 acres of land, more or less. 

(6). All that lot or parcel of land reserved by the Granton herein and more 

particularly described as follows: 

BEGINNING for the same at a nail now set in the edge of a driveway at the end 

of the South one hundred feet line of a parcel of land conveyed by and described in a De'ed 

from Spurgeon L. Holbrook and wife to Emory F. Holbrook and wife, dated January 26, 

1959 and recorded among the Land Records of Cecil County in Liber W. A. S. No. 71, 

folio 134, and running thence with the outline reversely and magnetically to date, North 

35 degrees 16 minutes East, 100.0 feet and North 56 degrees 38 minutes West 135.0 feet, 

thence bi ndingon the Northeasterly right-of way line of Route No. 222, North 35 degrees 

16 minutes East 4.0 feet to an iron pipe set at the intersection with lands of Paul Connely; 

thence binding thereon South 61 degrees 00 minutes East, 187 .2 feet to an iron pipe; thence 

leaving the outline and running for lines of division through and across the lands of the Gran-

tors, South 32 degrees 03 minutes West 105.2 feet to an iron pipe; North 62 degrees 28 min-

utes West 38. 9 feet to an iron spike, South 31 degrees, 15 minutes West 9 .1 feet to a bott 

set in a driveway, and North 56 degrees 38 minutes West 19.0 feet to the place of beginning. 

Containing 0.16 acres of land, more or less. 

THE LAND HEREIN CONVEYED BEING part of the land conveyed unto the 

Grantors by Deed of Avery A. Holbrook and Annie M. Holbrook, his wife, dated March 31, 

1959 and recorded among the Land Records of Cecil County in Liber W. A. S. No. 73, folio 

547. 

TOGETHER with the buildings and improvements thereupon, and all and singular, 

the rights, ways, privileges, advantages and appurtenances thereunto belonging or in anywise 

appertaining. SUBJECT NEVERTHELESS to all easements, rights of ways of public record. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD 1 the above granted premises, unto the said Roland J. 

Willand and Donna M. Willard, his wife, their assigns, the survivor of them and the heirs 

and assigns of said survivor, as tenants by the entireties,· forever, in fee simple. 

AND the said Grontors do hereby covenant that they will WARRANT SPECIALLY 

n 
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the premises hereby c~nveyed, and that they will execute such other and further assurances 

as may from time to time become requisite. 

WITNESS the hands and seals of the Grantors herein. 

STATE OF MARYLAND, COUNTY OF CECIL, to wit: 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this JM day of June, 1973, before me, the 

subscriber, a Notary Public of the State and County aforesaid, personally appeared 

EMORY F. HOLBROOK and SARAH EVA HOLBROOK, GRANTORS, who each ack-

nowledged the aforegoing Deed to be their respective act and deed. 

\I~ i.: 
\\ .······ 

,• ... · 

AS WITNESS my hand and Notarial Seal. ,, ..... 
• •••• 1. 

··.'~., 
. \ 0 f ,., f. •• - ·. ~~ •• 
\ , ' .. ..... : .... 
' - . :J ...... 1uc1.-''~ . .:' •. 

'"'< •••.• • .... • ~ .... 
'(.'1 ......... "; 

~ ~!)\\\\' . 

0;·9t .. o• 9~Ll'r2~ V tiL·U NlV' 

00"2ro2••H gu12~ V ttL·U HJ)( 

oo·su .... s,u,z:: v t\L·u HJ)( 

0~'££~· ... asatiz * ttL· u '" 

My Commission Expires: 

A.D.No • .J.&(/)9 

DELIVERED· TO: 
CHARLES M. HUESTElt 
ELKTON, MARYLAND 
t;-19"' 7'1 
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CE - 868 Lowe House c. 1830 - 1850 

County land records rarely substantiate construction dates of 

houses on the property concerned. For the Lowe House, however, 

this does not apply. A 1865 title transfers from Elizabeth & Jesse Lowe, 

and Rebecca Davis to Joshua Lowe possession of tracts "Huckleberry Meadow" 

,,\ 11 

and ClearvlewJ HRT 1/114) with this clause. 

"Excepting and reserving of the aforesentioned tracts or parcels of 

lands for the use of Elizabeth Lowe sister of the said Joshua Lowe the 

following priviledges to be held by her during her natural life, that 

is to say, the use of two rooms in the brick house on said premises, one room 

up stairs the other down, situate on the north east corner of said house 

with the use of Garret over said rooms, and free ingress and ~ress along 

the passage and up the stairs leading to said rooms and Garrett, and 

further priviledges of the front yard next to the public road and the use 

of as much firewood as she may need •.. " 
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B DESCRIPTION 

x--EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

-DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

];...ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Lowe House c. 1830-18'0 is on Connelly Road just east 
of Rock Springs Crossroads. The center hall brick house faces 
south with a east/west compass axis. The 1877 Lake Atlas 
designates the owner as s. L. Lowe. 

The 2\ story common bond brick structure is three bays 
across and two bays deep. A 2~ story bay by 2 bay ell section, 
contemporary with the main block, extends off the back of the 
house. Later 19th 6.entury single story shed roof porches 
are found on the south and west facades. A 20thGentury single 
story addition is found on the inside part of the ell. 

The brick house rests on an uncoursed stone basement. 
The common bond brick has a row of headers for every 7 courses 
of stretchers. The roof has a medium pitch with a composition 
tile roof. There are interior end stacks. The east one is 
stuccoed while the west one exposed brick. A three course 
brick cornice extends across each facade. The fenestration is 
symmetrical and the window sash are 6/6 with plain trim and 
extended sills and lintels. The main entrance has a three 
light transom and raised six panel door. There are also paneled 
reveals. 

The front porch roof is supported by Victorian turned 
posts and a railing extends around the porch. The ends o:t: the 
roof are decorated with saw-tooth edged boards. Corner brackets 
are also found and have a star motif in the center. 

The east side of the house has similar detailing with 
the addition of a basement entrance in the center of the main 
block. The east end has also been partially stuccoed. 
(2bays - attic windows) The 20th 6entury shed roof frame addition 
(exists on inside part of ell) replaces an earlier frame wing 
that was two stories high. The present addition incorporates 
a dining room and pantry. 

The north gable end of the brick ell addition is without 
much detail. There are plain barge boards and a common bond 
chimney stack. 

The west side of the house has a one bay late 19th century 
porch which is similar to the front porch, only smaller. The 
fenestration is again syminetrical with 4 bays on the first floor 
and 4 on the second. A door is located in the second bay from 
the north which permits access into the ell addition. The 
windows have 6/6 lights and extended sills and lintels. Two 
four pane attic windows flank the chimney stack. A modern 
exterior stretcher bond stack has been added. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The interior has not been radically altered outside the 
changes in room-use. 

The main entrance opens into an inclosed dog-leg stair. 
A .single room is found on ei th.er side of the hall. To the west 
is the present living room with an open fireplace and c. 1830-
1840 :mantel piece. The mantel has late Federal characteristics 
with fluted pilasters that support a 2 panel frieze with a 
central division block. Above the frieze is a bed :molding 
which supports a heavy mantel shelf. A chair rail continues 
around the room and is fairly plain with a small beaded half 
round at the top. Incorporated into the chair rail and 
directly below the northwest window is a drawer. A small 
closet is located below the stair and a raised six panel door 
is attached to the plain surround. 

The east room in the main blockk is presently the kitchen 
and has slightly different detailing. A vabiation occurs with 
the window and door surrounds. The top board is slightl~ sloped 
downward from the center and is typical of the ~tian ~evival 
detail only :more plain. The room never had an open fireplace, 
only a stove ~a.ck present. 

The first floor of the ell contains what probably was the 
kitchen. It has a large fireplace with a fairly plain mantel 
shelf and frieze. Open and closed cupboards flank the chimney 
stack. 

The second floor of the main block has very plain window 
and door surrounds. There is a small plain Empire fi(antel in 
the soutQ._.west bedroom. The attic stair is inclosed from the 
second floor. Four panel doors and porcelain knobs re:maj.n. 
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW _1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-1500-1599 --AGRICULTURE 

_16()0-1699 XARCHITECTURE 

-1 700-1 799 --ART 

..;:.;_1800-1899 X...COMMERCE 

-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION~ETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

The Lowe House is very significant architecturally to the 
small village of Rock Springs. It is one of the earliest and 
more substantial structures left in the town. The Lowe Family, 
as evidenced by the title search, owned a great deal of the 
property in and around town. The brick home remains with its 
exterior basically intact and most of its interior woodwork. 
The house closely relates to another in the general area. 

Local tradition links this house and the operation of a 
store in the late 19th and early 20th centurys. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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WAS 332/659 

6/3/1974 

WAS 73/547 

3/31 /1959 

WEB 10/407 

7 /.5/1938 

WEB 10/235 

6/8/1938 

WEB 5135 

8/15/1936 

WEB 2/295 

2/26/1936 

SRA 13/404 

Will L 19/427 

9/8/1897 

HRT 3/141 

8/20/1867 

Emory and Sarah Eva Holbrook 
to 

Roland and Donna Willard 
6 exceptions -h! deed 

Avery Holbrook 
to 

Emery and Sarah Eva Holbrook 

Page 1 

Two tracts now comprising one tract - part 

Jacob Steele 
to 

Avery Holbrook 

Albert Constable (assigne) John L. Daughton 
Lillie c. Daughton 

to 
Jacob Steele 
144~ acres 

Jacob Steele 
to 

John L. Daughton 
Lillie c. Daughton 

Joshua Clayton (Attorney) 
to 

Jacob Steele 

Sarah D. and Edward E. Dawson 
to 

Joshua Clayton 

Sarah E. Lowe 
to 

Sarah D. Dawson (will) 

Same part of two tracts called "Huckleberry 
Meadow" and !Clearview" 

Silas J. Lowe 
to 

Sarah E. Lowe 

Equity Case No. 5037 

From Joshua Lowe 

Joshua Lowe 
to 

Silas J. Lowe 

HRT 3/141 

$500 - 147 acres 2 tracts Clearview 
Huckleberry Meadow 



Lowe House 

HRT J;./1 l4 

12/1 865 

JS 26/319 

9/27 /1828 

Elizabeth Lowe 
Jesse Lowe 
Rebecca Davis 

to 
Joshua Lowe 

1 /3 interest 
1 /3 in tares t 
1 /3 interest 

(f·'l/;g 
Page 2 

"Excepting and reserving out of the afore
mentioned tracts or parcels of lands for 
the use of Elizabeth Lowe sister of the said 
Joshua Lowe the following priveleges to be 
held by her during her natural life, that 
is to say, the use o.f two rooms in the 
brick house on said premises, one room up 
stairs the other down, situate on the north 
east corner of said house with the use of 
garret over said rooms, and free in,Tess 
and egress along the passage ~~ll8:g~ 
and up the stairs leading to said rooms and 
garret, and the further priveledge of the 
front yard next to public road and the use 
of as much fire wood, as she may need ••• 11 

Joshua Lowe, Ruth, Rebecca, Elizabeth Lowe 
to 

Jesse Lowe 
440 acres -Huctleberry Meadow and Clearview 
Boundary description. 
Acreage split up - 1 parcel 147~ 
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